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Works such as this are like watches:
the best cannot be expected to be
perfect and the worst is better than none.
(adapted from a saying o f Dr. Samuel Johnson)

One might look at this book as mostly
a monument honoring the past, but we
would prefer to see it as the continuing
story of the many faces Christ assumes in
the Spiritans bringing His "Good News" to
many people in West Africa and elsewhere.
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PREFACE
In the 1830s Catholic mission work in West Africa had virtually come to an
end. Only the tiny Prefecture of Senegal continued to be manned by a few priests.
To remedy this situation the Holy See created the immense Vicariate of the Two
Guineas (Gabon), which stretched along some 5000 coastal miles from the
Senegal River in the North to the Orange River in the South and had no limits to the
interior.

After a first disastrous expedition in 1843, it was officially entrusted to Fr.

Francis Libermann's nascent Congregation of the Holy Heart of Mary, whose
members joined the Congregation of the Holy Spirit in 1848.
It seems fitting to commemorate those who participated in the founding of the
Spiritan West African missions and their successors by compiling brief biographies
of them in the memorial.

For practical reasons we will limit ourselves here to

Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Ghana, countries which have English as an
official language. This memorial concludes a series of three similar volumes; one
for East Africa, one for Nigeria and this one for the other English speaking areas in
West Africa.
Many expatriate Spiritans have shared in bringing the Christian faith to West
Africa,. but it should be noted that almost from the start Africans themselves began
to play a very substantial role in the work of evangelization as catechists and
teachers. In 1843 the first of them was ordained a priest and later many others
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followed his example. And among the Spiritan expatriates we find representatives
of many nations in Europe, North America and the West Indies.

The Spiritan

mission in West Africa never was a nationalistic enterprises of a colonizing
European power.
This memorial does not include expatriate Spiritans who came to West
Africa only as official or unofficial visitors or for study purposes only. As to Spiritans
born in the area with which we are concerned any who died after joining the
Congregation are included, but not those who withdrew from the Congregation
before engaging in its ministry.
Living Spiritan Fathers and Brothers are included, but not members who are
sill in their formative years. The listings are by date of arrival in West Africa for
expatriates and by date of inception of their ministry for those of African origin.
I regret that it was not feasible to record the many expatriate lay apostles
who contributed to the founding of indigenous churches in the countries
considered in this book except a few who in recent years were murdered by
marauding troops in Sierra Leone. As to the numerous African participants in that
apostolate, it proved altogether impossible to mention any but a few for lack of
information.
Some biographies are regrettably short.

Wars, persecution and other

causes often interfered with the publication of obituaries or biographical sketches,
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so the task of writing about them in this memorial became very difficult. I want to
thank those who took the time to fill out the questionnaire about their work and
mailed them to me.
As a general rule, our attention in biographies of expatriates is centered on
their work in the areas of West Africa under consideration. For those who left them,
their subsequent tasks are usually summarized only briefly.

Some exceptions

have been made for those whose lives were considered to be of special interest.
It may not be superfluous to point out that in the 1840s there were numerous
trading posts along the West African coasts belonging to half a dozen European
nations, but as yet no colonies and of course no demarcation of boundaries. The
British, however, had some special trade interest in Sierra Leone, the place where
they had settled freed slaves since the late 1700s as a colony in what is now
Freetown. And United States of America organizations had settled former slaves or
their descendants in what became Liberia. Colonial aspirations and boundaries
were matters that began to receive serious attention only in the 1880s.
This situation explains why in this work our attention to the Spiritan
missionaries during the early period inevitably extends beyond later colonial
boundaries.
My thanks are also due to many others who have contributed to the writing of
the memorial and, in particular, to the Fathers Leo Layden and Sean Farragher
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and Ms. Vera O'Connell, of Ireland, Fr. Vincent O'Grady and Fr. Vincent O'Toole of
the Gener alate in Rome, Fr. Peter Ward of England, Fr. John Geary and Mrs.
Theresa Cusack of Toronto, Canada, and the Fathers John Kwofie and Hippolyte
Tenard of the West African Foundation. Finally I wish to thank Mrs. Virginia Sedor,
who with her usual competence has produced this work on her word processor and
taken care of its layout.
For omissions I offer my apologies and I also welcome any corrections of
mistakes, which in a work like this are inevitable.
Henry J. Koren, CSSp.
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ACRONYMS USED FOR COUNTRIES
AND NON-AUTONOMOUS AREAS
ALG
ANG
AUS
BGD
B
BWN
BRZ
CA
CAM
CAN
CLB
CON
D
EG
ETH
F
GIB
GB
GBN
GHA
GLP
GMB
GNA
GNB
GNE
GRN
HTI
IND
IRL
IT
IVC
KEN
LIB
MDG
MEX
MLI
MLW

Algeria
Angola
Australia
Bangladesh
Belgium
Botswana
Brazil
Central Africa
Cameroons
Canada
Columbia
Congo
Germany
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
France
Gibraltar
Great Britain
Gabon
Ghana
Guadeloupe
Gambia
Guiana
Guinea-Bissau
Guinea
Grenada
Haiti
India
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Liberia
Madagascar
Mexico
Mali
Malawi

MRA

MRT
MTQ
MZQ

NAM

NGA
NL
OST
PKS
PNG
POL
PR
PRU
PRY
PTG
RUN
RUS
SA
SON
SEN
SL
SP
SPM
SZL
SW
THO
TT

TZA
UGN
USA
VI
WAF
'M

YMN
ZMB
ZRE
ZZB
ZBW

Mauritania
Mauritius
Martinique
Mozambique
Namibia
Nigeria
Netherlands
Austria
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea
Poland
Puerto Rico
Peru
Paraguay
Portugal
Reunion
Russia
South Africa
Sudan
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Spain
St. Pierre et Miquelon
Swaziland
Switzerland
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Tanzania
Uganda
United States of America
Virgin Islands
West Africa Foundation
West Indies
Yemen
Zambia
Zaire
Zanzibar
Zimbabwe
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ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR MAJOR SPIRITAN COMMUNITIES
Ardbraccan, Ireland, Brothers novitiate
Attakwu, Nigeria, Spiritan International School of Theology
Awo-mamma, Nigeria, Spiritan formation house, mostly novitiate
Beauvais, France, college and junior seminary
Blackrock, Ireland, college, junior and senior seminary
Bwiam, Gambia, novitiate of West African Foundation, 1980-89
Cellule, France, junior seminary, orphanage and trade school
Chevilly, France, senior seminary, novitiate, and trade school for Brothers,
orphanage, archival depository
Cornwells, U.S.A., one time novitiate and senior seminary, then junior seminary
and preparatory school
Donaueschingen, Germany, junior seminary
Duquesne, U.S.A., Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA; until 1910 called Holy
Ghost College
Ejisu, Ghana, novitiate of West African foundation from 1990 on and its Institute of
Philosophy
Epinal, France, junior seminary and college
Ferndale, U.S.A., mostly senior seminary in Norwalk, CT.
Gbarnga, Liberia, residence for theology students
lsienu, Spiritan senior formation house, now reserved for students doing
philosophy.
Kilshane, Ireland, novitiate for future priests

-- - - - - - - - - - -

-
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Kimmage, lre1and, novitiate, senior seminary; also retirement community and
other services
Knechtsteden, Germany, junior and senior seminaries, Brothers' novitiate and
training school, retirement home, museum, gymnasium, shrine, etc.
Langonnet, France, junior and senior seminaries, orphanage, retirement
community etc.
Merville, France, college and junior seminary
Mesnieres, France, college, junior seminary, trade school, grade school
Neufgrange, Alsace, novitiate, junior seminary
Orly, France, (also known as Grignion), novitiate, orphanage
Rathmines, Ireland, St. Mary's college; also one time novitiate and senior seminary
Ridgefield, U.S.A., novitiate
Rockwell, Ireland, college and junior seminary
Saint Michael's, college, Ireland
Saveme, junior seminary
Templelogue, college, Ireland
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OTHER SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS
*

+
Abp.
Archd.
Asso.
Bp.
Fr.
Br.
D.

born
died
Archbishop
Archdiocese
Associate
Bishop
Father
Brother
Diocese

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ABBREVIATIONS
Arch.

Archives

B.G.

Bulletin General (of the Congregation), issued since 1857.

Bio.

Biographies or Notices biographiques, 5 volumes, Paris 1908-1917.

E.P.

Etat d u personnel. general directories o f the Congregation issued since
1885.

IBN

Irish Biographical Necrology compiled by Fr. Sean Farragher.

Rath

Mortuarium d e r deutschen Provjnz ... 1857-1975. compiled by
Fr. Josef Rath. Supplements for later years.

SEAM

Spiritan East Africa Memorial. 1863-1993 compiled by
Fr. Henry J. Koren, 1994

SNM

Spjrjtan Nigeria Memorial 1885-1995 compiled by
Fr. Henry J. Koren, 1996

swww

A Spjritan W h o w a s Who io North America a n d Trinidad. 1721-1981,
compiled by Fr. Henry J. Koren, U.S.A. Supplements for later years.
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NOTE ABOUT THE FIRST LINE OF EACH BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
Fr. Peter McCABE 51 IRELAND GB KEN USA TZA
Br. Melchior (John) MEYER 49 GERMANY TZA D KEN CAM
The first name, in lower case letters, is the personal, given or baptismal name of the
individual.
In the case of Brothers, however, the first name is the religious name by which they
were called in the Congregation; the name between brackets, if any, indicates how
one was known before entering the Congregation.
The name in CAPITALS is the family name or the name by which a family is known
in the civil records.
The figure following this name indicates the number of fully lapsed years from birth
till death in the Congregation.
The country or region of origin follows next in CAPITALS but by the name it has at
present. It does not indicate political independence or allegiance. Note that
persons born in Alsace, for purposes of this work, have ALSACE indicated as their
country of origin. Alsace changed hands twice during the period covered here,
from French to German and from German to French. Note that the abbreviation
ALSACE includes also Lorraine.
The capitalized entries after the name of the country of birth indicate countries or
regions where the person in question has worked. See the list of acronyms for the
full names.

•
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SECTION ONE:

THE PERIOD FROM 1842 - 1930
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SOME GENERAL DATA ABOUT CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN WEST AFRICA
1482

Portuguese missions opened in the Gold Coast (Ghana) region. Boys
sent to Portugal to be ordained. By 1495 some African-born priests
return to the Gulf of Guinea to assume ministry there.

1490

Portuguese missionaries begin to work in Congo.

1518 .

The grandson of King Affonso, Prince Henry becomes the first West
African- born Negro Bishop.

1532-34

The island dioceses of Sao Tome and Cape Verde are placed in
charge of the West Coast from Cape Palmas down to Cape of Good
Hope.

1572

Portuguese Augustinians take up evangelization in the Gold Coast
region, but their stations are plundered and wrecked a few years later.

1596

The Holy See creates the Diocese of Angola and Congo.

1634

The Holy See creates the mission of the Guinea region and entrusts it
to the Capuchins. All their stations are destroyed when the Dutch seize
the territory two decades later.

1763

The Holy See establishes the Prefecture of Loango, but it takes ten
years before six diocesan priests and six laymen sail to it from France.
Death begins at once to reap its harvest among them. The last
communication speaks about opening a seminary for native priests.
Then silence.

1778

Arrival of the first Spiritans in Senegal, following a shipwreck. The
following year the Holy See creates the Prefecture of Senegal
entrusted to them. It covers St. Louis, Goree and trading posts on the
mainland that have no priests.

1784

They establish their first manned station on the mainland at Joal,
halfway between Dakar and Gambia. Two priests are buried there the
following year.
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1794

No priests are left to function in Senegal following the French
Revolution; the prefecture is abolished by the French Government. All
religious communities suppressed in France and in conquered parts of
Europe.

1816

Reopening of the Spiritan Prefecture of Senegal.

1818

The forerunners of the St. Joseph of Cluny Sisters, founded by Blessed
Mother Anne-Marie Javouhey, disembark in Senegal. She herself
arrives there in 1823.

1826

The episcopal See of Angola remains vacant till 1853.

1834

Portugal closes all religious communities, thereby precluding the arrival
of new missionaries in Africa.

1835

The Capuchins tally their personnel losses:
Africa and Congo since 1645.

1841f.

Three African-born students at Holy Spirit Seminary in Paris,
sponsored by Mother Anne-Marie Javouhey, are ordained to the
priesthood and return to Senegal: the Frs. Arsene Fridoil, David Boilat
and Pierre Moussa. They are stationed at Goree and St. Louis.

1841

Fr. Edward W. Barron sails from the U.S.A. to West Africa to explore the
possibility of establishing a mission among African-Americans in
colonies created for them in what is now Liberia.

1842

The Holy See names him prefect apostolic of Upper Guinea in January
1842 and, following his report to Propaganda, Vicar Apostolic of Upper
and Lower Guinea and all of Sierra Leone. His territory encompasses
all of West Africa from the Senegal River in the North to the Orange
River in the South (some 5,000 coastal miles), without limits to the
interior, except for points actually served by other jurisdictions.

1843

His appeals for volunteers remain almost wholly fruitless until he comes
in contact with Fr. Francis Libermann and his nascent Congregation of
the Holy Heart of Mary in Paris. Libermann offers him seven priests as
a starter and the promise of more later. Three laymen are added to the
group just before their departure on September 13, 1843.

some 400 men in West
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1844

They begin dying even before the end of 1843 and in September 1844
Bp. Barron, considering his mission a fiasco, asks the Holy See
pem,ission to resign. It is granted.

1845

Fr. Barron's jurisdiction is passed on to Fr. Libermann's Congregation,
provisionally as a prefecture. The prefect, Fr. Eugene Tisserant dies in
shipwreck six months later.

1847

Bp. Benedict Truffet named Vicar Apostolic of the Two Guineas.

1848

Libem,ann and his followers join the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, of
which he is then elected Superior General, the eleventh of a line going
back to 1703.

1848

Bp. Jean Bessieux replaces deceased Bp. Truffet, and Bp. Aloyse
Kobes becomes his delegate for Upper Guinea (Senegambia).

1857

Bp. Kobes opens the first still extant senior seminary in Negro Africa at
Dakar.

1858

Foundation of the African Congregation of the Holy Heart of Mary
Sisters in Senegal.
The Vicariate of Sierra Leone is ceded to S.M.A. (Bp. Bresillac), but
returned to the Spiritans in 1860 after the death of the bishop.

1860

The Vicariate of the Two Guineas is renamed Vicariate of Gabon.
The Vicariate of Dahomey (Benin Coast) is ceded to S.M.A.

1863

Senegambia becomes an independent vicariate, entrusted to C. S. Sp.
The first Irish Spiritan, Br. Florentin Matthews, arrives in West Africa.

1879

The Prefecture of Gold Coast is separated from the Two Guineas and
entrusted to S.M.A. It includes also Ivory Coast.

1884

The Prefecture of Upper Niger is established and entrusted to S.M.A.

1885

First Spiritans arrive in Lower Niger from Sierra Leone; the area
becomes a separate prefecture, entrusted to them in 1889.
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1897

The Prefecture of (French) Guinea is separated from Sierra Leone and
Senegambia as a separate jurisdiction and entrusted to the Spiritans.

1903

Liberia is separated from Sierra Leone as a separate area and
entrusted to the Montfortists (S.M.M.); then three years later taken over
by the S.M.A.

This is not a complete presentation of the evolution undergone by the Vicariate of
the Two Guineas, but limited to points of general interest within the context of this
Memorial.
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GAMBIA: 4,000 sq. miles enclave along both sides
of the Gambia River for about 200 miles. Population
1990 750,000, mostly Islamic. Christians number
over 30,000, of whom 20,000 are Catholic. An
independent reput:>lic since 1965.
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SIERRA LEONE: 28,000 sq. miles. Population in 1990
nearly four million, most of them Islamic. Catholics
number about 90,000. Since 1990 the country is being
afflicted by civil war.

LIBERIA: 43,000 sq. miles. Population in 1990 over
two million. An independent republic since 1847.
Officially a Christian state, but only twenty percent
of the people are Christians, ten percent Muslims
and the remainder belong to their traditional religions.
Catholics numbered about 75,000 in 1990. Since
1989 the country is being wrecked by civil war.

GHANA: 92,000 sq. miles. Population in 1990
14 million, of whom about 3-1/2 million are
Christians, including two million Catholics;
Islam had an estimated one million adherents.
Ghana became an independent republic in 1957.
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GAMBIA
Its Catholic evangelization was done as an integral part of the Senegambia
mission although juridically it belonged to the Senegal prefecture. Until 1847 there
was no resident priest in Gambia, but the place was visited from time to time from
Senegal.
1847

Catholics living in what is now Banjul petition Bp. Bessieux for a
resident priest. Having no one to spare, he sends Belgian-born deacon
Henry Warlop.

1849

Fr. Warlop is ordained at Banjul on April 4, 1849. Four other Spiritans,
two of them Brothers, now also reside there.

1852

First Gambian-born priest Fr. Jean Lacombe is ordained in Goree. He
joined the Congregation in 1857.

1883

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny accept the government's invitation to
staff its hospital in Banjul.

1905

Fr. John Meehan arrives in Gambia and during the many years he
spends there opens a string of stations in the interior of the country, still
relatively untouched by Islam.

1930

Statistics: population 200,000; Catholics 3,000; catechumens 300;
priests 4; Sisters 5.

SIERRA LEONE
1607

Jesuits from Cabo Verde open their first mission at Mt. Auriol (Freetown
area) on the mainland in Sierra Leone and evangelize the region up to
Dakar.

1773

After the suppression of the Jesuits, priests from Cabo Verde continue
to make occasional visits to Sierra Leone.

1779

Sierra Leone now resorts under the Spiritan Prefecture of Senegal
and is visited once or twice a year.

1823

Mother Anne-Marie Javouhey arrives in Sierra Leone, invited by the
governor to open a school and staff a hospital, but is forced by illness to
leave two years later.
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1842

Bp. Edward Barron receives jurisdiction over Sierra Leone as part of
his assignment to the Two Guineas. He visits Freetown in 1844. His
Spiritan successors hold the same assignment.

1858

The Holy See names Bp. Melchior de Marion Bresillac Vicar Apostolic
of Sierra Leone, including Guinea and Liberia. He and all his
companions, save one, die within a few weeks of their arrival in 1859.
The area is returned to the Spiritans.

1863

Fr. Edouard Blanchet is placed in charge of Sierra Leone. He arrives
there in 1864.
From now on the Spiritan mission acquires
permanence.

1866

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny return to Freetown.

1877

The first Irish Spiritan priest, Fr. Thomas Bracken, arrives in Freetown,
the forerunner of many.

1884

Fr. Blanchet makes another fruitless attempt to open a mission in
Liberia.

1893

Fr. James Browne takes charge of Sierra Leone and begins to open
stations beyond the Freetown area.

1897

The Prefecture of (French) Guinea is separated from Sierra Leone and
Senegambia as an autonomous entity and entrusted to the Spiritans.

1903

Irish-American Bp. John O'Gorman is named Vicar Apostolic of Sierra
Leone. He remains in function till 1932.
Liberia is separated from Sierra Leone as a prefecture entrusted to the
Monfortists (S.M.M.).

1930

Statistics: Catholics 7,661; catechumens 3,585; priests 19; Brothers 3;
Sisters 15; all expatriates.
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LIBERIA
1820s

African-American freedmen arrive and settle in the area, bringing
Baptist and Methodist preachers with them.

1842

Arrival of Bp. Edward Barron. He leaves Fr. John Kelly in charge while
going to Europe for missionaries.

1843

Seven priests of Fr. Libermann's little Congregation reach Cape
Palmas, accompanied by three lay helpers.

1844

Death strikes the group repeatedly; survivors move to areas beyond
Liberia or away from Africa. Bp. Barron resigns and returns to the
U.S.A.

1884

From their Sierra Leone mission, the Spiritans attempt again to
establish themselves in Liberia at Monrovia, but deaths and illness
make them give up again three years later.

1903

The Holy See entrusts Liberia to the Montfortists as a prefecture. Once
again, heavy losses in personnel cause the mission to be given up.

1930

Statistics: Catholics 4,731; catechumens 1,150; priests 14, all
expatriates.

GHANA AND IVORY COAST
c.1470

Portuguese seafarers and missionaries reach the Gold and Ivory
Coasts at Assinie.

1514

The area is placed under the Funchal diocese in Madeira and in 1534
under the Sao Tome diocese.

1635

French Capuchins open a mission at Assinie. The Dutch seize the area
and drive them away in 1637. Other Capuchins go to work at Axim and
Komenda. The missions ends with the death of the last Capuchin
round 1685.

1687

French Dominicans open missions at Ouidah and Assinie; they died out
in 1704.
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1842

Bp. Edward Barron named Vicar apostolic of the Two Guineas.

1843

Arrival of Libermann's missionaries; they begin to die.

1844

Bp. Barron establishes his headquarters at Assinie, bringing with him
the survivors and placing others at Grand Bassam.

1845

Bp. Barron leaves Africa and resigns. Survivors evacuated to Senegal
and Gabon.

1846

Fr. Libermann proposes plan for five vicariates in West Africa, including
one at Kumasi, to be implemented gradually.

1848

Libermann's Congregation merges into that of the Spiritans.

1849

Bp. Bessieux visits Grand Bassam, spends two months in Assinie, goes
on to Axim, Elmina and Ouida. Is welcomed everywhere and asked to
send missionaries. Even the formerly so terrible Dutch no longer object
to Catholic missionaries. Too many missionaries die to open new
stations.

1878

The Spiritan Fr. Charles Gommenginger goes from Sierra Leone to the
land of the Ashanti to explore the possibilities of stations in the area,
treks to Kumasi, Accra and Elmina and, highly impressed by the
Ashanti, is ready to open stations.

1879

The S.M.A. Fathers and the Spiritans exchange territories: the
Spiritans cede the Gold Coast to the S.M.A. and receive from them the
East Cape Central prefecture in South Africa.

1880

The first S.M.A. Fathers arrive in Elmina. At last Ghana's Catholic
mission begins to flourish, despite a death rate of twenty-six
missionaries in twenty years.

1930

Statistics: population 3 million; Catholics 88,715; catechumens
25,000; priests 62; Brothers 9; Sisters 29; all expatriates except one
priest.
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Bp. Edward Winston BARRON 53 IRELAND USA LIB IVC
* 1801 Ballyneale, D. of Waterford
+ September 12, 1854 Savannah, GA
One of the sons of a wealthy Anglo-Irish family and a brother of Henry W., a
baronet and member of Parliament, he received his secondary schooling at
Stoneyhurst. After living it up for some time, he gave up his frivolity and went to
Rome to study theology at the college of Propaganda Fide, where he earned a
S.T.D. Ordained, he served in his home diocese, teaching at St. John's College for
a few years until in 1837 he went to the U.S.A. and joined the clergy of the
Philadelphia diocese. Almost at once he was made vicar general of the diocese
and then also rector of St. Charles Seminary.
When after several fruitless attempts to obtain priests for Liberia the Holy See
asked the dioceses of Philadelphia and New York to make one priest each
available for that mission, he and Fr. John Kelly from New York volunteered in
1841. Accompanied by Dennis Pindar, a layman, they sailed from Baltimore to
Monrovia on December 21 on the British vessel Harriet . From there they went to
Cape Palmas, arriving on January 31, 1842 in the Maryland Colony, where they
were welcomed by the local governor.
The following day Fr. Barron offered Mass in a private home--the first Mass
celebrated in that part of Africa, it has been said, in more than two hundred years.
On Sunday February 6, he celebrated publicly and spoke to the dozen Catholics,
two governors, the local king and a number of Protestants and non-Christians who
had come to the little schoolhouse. From the start he also stressed the need to
abstain from servile work on Sundays, much to the delight of the king, who noted
that no other Christian missionary had ever mentioned the matter.
Two weeks later, he suffered his first malaria attack. His condition became
critical, but the care of two physicians, who attended him day and night, pulled him
through.

Meanwhile the Holy See had named him Prefect Apostolic of Upper

Guinea on January 22, 1842. He soon realized that more than two priests were
needed and went back briefly to the U.S.A. in April and then to Europe to seek
priests. While he was in Rome, the Holy See expanded his mission by reviving the
old Vicariate of the Two Guineas and of Sierra Leone and raising him to the status
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of a bishop. He was ordained on November 1, 1842 in Rome. Virtually the whole
of West Africa from the Senegal River in the North to the Orange River in the South,
some 5,000 coastal miles, belonged now to his jurisdiction, without limits to the
interior.
His efforts to find apostolic laborers had rather meager results:

one

seminarian, who was a deacon, and a carpenter John Egan, both from his home
diocese. In December 1842, however, he visited the shrine of Our Lady of Victories
in Paris and consecrated his mission to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Its rector, Fr.
Desgenettes, put him in touch with Fr. Libermann and his newly founded
Congregation of the Holy Heart of Mary. Fr. Libermann promised him seven priests
as a starter and thereafter others every year.
Meanwhile the French Government had become interested and offered the
French missionaries substantial assistance if they would establish themselves in
French outposts in West Africa: free transportation, a grant of $800 for each
missionary, an annual allowance of $300 per priest and $80 per lay Brother, a
residence and chapel plus a physician and a dispensary in each station. The offer
was too good to be disregarded and with the approval of the nuncio in Paris,
Libermann had accepted it. The Holy See also gave it its blessings.
The French Government, of course, was not interested in giving support to a
foreign bishop and his plans. Having no other priests than one Irish-American, Bp.
Barron realized that the future of his vicariate was no longer his to determine.
Concretely this meant giving up the mission in Liberia.
In late November 1843 the bishop sailed back to Africa and arrived at Goree
on January 7 of the following year, expecting to find there the three priests from La
Neuville he had destined for Joal in Senegal. Through a misunderstanding they
had gone to Cape Palmas. While en route to that place, his vessel stopped over at
Freetown, Sierra Leone, where he received a letter from Fr. Kelly dated January 17
and announcing the death of two missionaries at Cape Palmas. By the time he
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arrived there two others were gone: one by death and Fr. Kelly by departure from
Africa on January 18.
After explaining to the survivors the arrangement made by Fr. Libermann and
the French Government, Bp. Barron assigned some to Assinie, Ghana, and Grand
Bassam, Ivory Coast, and some to Gabon. He himself would go to Assinie as his
headquarters. When in May he decided to open a mission at Joal, he sailed with
Fr. Souchet from Assinie, but his companion died en route and he went back to
Grand Bassam.

He had barely reached this place when the seminarian James

Keily died. Three days later, Fr. Maurice sailed for Goree in ill health. "Brothers"
Andre and John Egan were seriously ill and evacuated from Africa, first to Goree
and then to France and Br. Jean died at sea. There was hardly anyone left who
was not seriously sick.
Overwhelmed and ailing himself Bp. Barron considered his mission a failure
and asked the Holy See to let him resign. He reached Marseille on November 24,
1844 and officially resigned on January 7, 1845. He had spent most of his own
money on the Two Guineas.
He declined all efforts to put him in charge of the Perth Vicariate in Western
Australia or a diocese in the U.S.A. (If he had accepted Perth, the Congregation's
history in Australia might have been quite different. Fr. John Brady was named for
it.) Going back to the U.S.A., he went South on medical advise, and spent some
time in New Orleans and then in the Diocese of Savannah from 1850 on. He died
there of yellow fever during the epidemic of 1854.

Shortly before he expired a

hurricane had blown the roof off the house in which he was staying.
N.D. 5. 124-143 and passim throughout vol. 5; Martin J. Bane, The Catholic Story
of Liberia, 1950, 18-70.
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Fr. John KELLY 64 IRELAND USA LIB
* March 27, 1802 Trillick, Tyrone

+ April 22, 1866 Jersey City, NJ

A brother of Eugene Kelly, who became a prominent banker and
philanthropist in New York, he received some of his secondary schooling in Ireland
and the remainder in Philadelphia, sponsored by the Diocese of New York. After
attending the senior seminary at St. Mary's, Hagerstown, MD, he was ordained on
May 8, 1834 in New York. He served as a roving missionary in the north-eastern
part of the State of New York until in 1837 he was named pastor of a new parish at
Albany, NY.
Together with Fr. Barron and a lay missionary, he sailed on December 21 from
Baltimore to Liberia.

Among the other passengers there were thirty African-

Americans, going to the same destination. The three missionaries then went on to
Cape Palmas, arriving there on January 31, 1842. They went to live in Harper in
the Maryland Colony.
Fr. Kelly familiarized himself with the area and its people and when Fr. Barron
became ill two weeks later conducted negotiations for land to build a church and
residence. When Fr. Barron had recovered, it was his tum to get the fever but, he,
too, regained his health. After Fr. Barron left in April 1842 to seek more personnel,
he travelled to Garroway to acquaint the people with the Catholic Church, but
caught a fever and went back to Cape Palmas. There he continued to preach and
teach, while also looking after the building of a large house.
On the last day of November 1843 he welcomed Fr. Bessieux and his
companions in Harper. As the newcomers became ill one after another, it was Fr.
Kelly who attended to their needs for three weeks like "an angel of mercy." Also
among the dead was Dennis Pindar, his constant companion and assistant. Worn
out by his work, he listened to the advise given by the captain of an American ship
and left Africa for the U.S.A. on January 18, 1844. After convalescing in New York,
he became pastor of St. Peter's, Jersey City. In the dozen years he ministered
there, he brought the parish to a very flourishing condition.
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In April 1866, he went to visit patients-quarantined on ships in the harbor of
New York and became ill with pneumonia. He died a few days later in the rectory.
N.D. 5, 145-180, Journal of Fr. Kelly; Bane, op. cit., 26 f., 32 f. 35 ff., 52 f., 70 ff.

3

Mr. Denis PINDAR 20 IRELAND LIB
*1823,nearFermoy, Cork

+ January 1, 1844 Harper, LIB

As a young teenager he migrated to the States and went to live in Baltimore.
In 1842 he became the one lay volunteer who accompanied the Frs. Barron and
Kelly to Liberia, where they arrived on January 31, 1842 at Cape Palmas.
He became Fr. Kelly's right hand whenever Fr. Barron was absent and his
constant sole companion with whom to converse in English.

On the last day of

November 1843 he welcomed Fr. Libermann's French missionaries to Cape
Palmas and assisted Fr. Kelly in taking care of them when they began ailing and
dying.
In January of the following year, he died of a sunstroke, two years after his
arrival in Liberia.
N.D. 5, 145-180 passim; Bane, .QQ.....cit., 26-53 passim

4

Rev. James KEILY 25? IRELAND LIB GHA
* 1819? Dungarvan, Waterford

+ June 10, 1844 at sea

A deacon, he accompanied Bp. Barron on his return from London to West
Africa on November 22, 1843 and arrived at Goree early in January. From there
they sailed on the Eglantine on February 8 via Sierra Leone to Cape Palmas.
When in March of the same year a new station was opened in Assinie, he
went there with the bishop and other missionaries.
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A very nervous and timid young man, suffering from tuberculosis he became
discouraged and wanted to return to Ireland. He appears to have died aboard the
ship that carried him back to Europe.
N.D. 5,31,55,59,68, 142,249,274,287

5

Mr. John EGAN IRELAND GHA
* ? Carrick-on-Suir, Waterford

+ 1844 or 1845

A carpenter by trade, he went with Bp. Barron to Goree and from there to Cape
Palmas, where they arrived on March 1, 1844. The bishop, who was pleased by
his demeanor and competence, took him along to Assinie, his own new
headquarters in what is now Ghana.
When everyone became ill, a physician came from Goree and ordered the
immediate evacuation of all who were not yet too ill to travel to Goree. From there
he and "Brother" Andre, sailed on the L'Espadon for France on October 23, 1844.
A few days later, this ship was within signaling distance from the Bake/, which
carried the bishop back to Europe. He was told that John Egan was almost dying.
He appears to have arrived alive at Cherbourg and, as a British subject, entrusted
to its consul. Exact information is lacking, but he presumably died soon after as
neither his family nor Bp. Barron ever heard from him or about him again.
N.D. 5, 31, 59, 61, 64, 75, 77,114,249; Bane, -,

6

49-58 passim.

Bp. Jean Remi BESSIEUX 72 FRANCE LIB IVC GHA GBN
* December 24, 1803 Villieux, D. of Montpellier
+ April 30, 1876 Libreville, GBN
Ordained a diocesan priest on June 13, 1829 at Albi, he did parish ministry
and taught at the diocesan junior seminary until he entered the La Neuville
novitiate on September 6, 1842. He made his commitment there on November 21
of the same year.

35

On September 13, 1843 he headed the group of young missionaries sailing
via Goree from Bordeaux to the Vicariate of the Two Guineas. In the absence of
Bp. Barron, Fr. John Kelly welcomed them at Las Palmas, Liberia on November 29.
Taking up residence in a tiny town, called Harper, they began to study the local
Grebo language.

Via an interpreter, Fr. Bessieux delivered his first sermon on

December 3, the feast of St. Francis Xavier.

He also opened a small school for

boys.
When Bp. Barron arrived on March 1, 1844 to organize his domain, he left Fr.
Bessieux and Brother Jean Fabe at Cape Palmas until on July 24 of the same year,
Bessieux was able to sail to Gabon, accompanied by Br. Jean and Fr. Gregoire.
Well received by the local French commander, Bessieux opened the St.
Mary's mission near what is now Libreville, where Br. Gregoire was his sole
companion until others arrived in mid 1846. (Jean Fabe had to be sent back to
France on medical advise and died at sea.)
In 1848 he was named Vicar Apostolic of the Two Guineas and ordained a
bishop on January 14, 1849 in Paris. He made a long exploratory voyage to Grand
Bassam, Assinie, Axim, Elmina and Ouida, but his desire to establish stations there
was wrecked by the inexorable death rate among his missionaries.

He died in

Gabon after more than three decades of hard work in Africa, much prayer and
penance without seeing the longed-for discovery of a route into the interior of the
still mysterious continent.
B.G. 11,381; N.D. 13,App.46

7

Mr. Andre FRANCE LIB GHA
The scant information available about him indicates that he sailed, together
with the others, on Les Deux Clementines from Bordeaux to Goree on September
13, 1843 and arrived at Cape Palmas on November 29. He began ailing there in
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mid December, but recovered. In March 1844 he was posted to Assinie, the new
headquarters of Bp. Barron on the Gold Coast, now called Ghana.
Soon after everyone there became ill. A doctor came from Goree and ordered
the immediate evacuation of all who were not yet too ill to make the trip. Together
with two others, he went to Goree. He and one other layman arrived at Cherbourg
on November 20, 1844. After going back to Bordeaux he visited Notre Dame du
Gard. Later he served as gardener in the diocesan senior seminary of Bordeaux.
Martin B. Bane, op. cit., 49-57 passim; N.D. 5, 249

8

Mr. Jean FABE FRANCE LIB GBN
* ? Toulouse

+ October 1844 at sea

One of the young laymen who were addressed as Brothers, he joined the
priests who undertook the first expedition to the Vicariate of the Two Guineas,
accepted by Fr. Libermann.
They arrived at Cape Palmas on November 29, 1943. Two weeks later, fevers
began to attack them and he was the first of six who became ill. He recovered,
however, and when it was decided to give up that post in March 1844 he stayed
with Fr. Bessieux at Cape Palmas until transportation would be available to Gabon.
On July 25, 1844 the two went aboard the Zebre for Gabon. Stopping over at
Grand Bassam, they picked up Br. Gregoire, the solitary survivor of that ill-fated
mission.
Soon after their arrival in Gabon in September, Jean became insane, possibly
as a result of sunstroke. Sent back to France in October 1844, he mercifully died
en route and was buried at sea.
Bane, -,

49-48 passim; N.D. 6, X and 80
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Fr. M. J. Leopold de REGNIER 36 FRANCE LIB
* August 9, 1807 St. Mard-de Reno, d. of Saez
+ December 30, 1843 Harper, LIB
A former law student, he studied theology at St. Sulpice and entered the La
Neuville novitiate as a priest on August 10, 1842. He made his commitment to the
missions there on September 13 of the same year.
Together with Fr. Bessieux and the others he sailed on September 13 of the
following year to Bp. Barron's vicariate of the Two Guineas. They arrived at Cape
Palmas on November 29 and took up their abode at the little town of Harper.
Unfortunately, despite all precautions, they had arrived at the worst time of the
year, the dangerous rainy season. Two weeks later the house began to be filled
with the sick. He began ailing on December 21 and died nine days later.
On his sickbed he wrote his last letter to Fr. Libermann in La Neuville, saying,
"If we could start all over again, I would do it a thousand times over. I would not
change my place for all the goods in the world.

Please, notify my relatives.

Whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord and to Mary."
N.D. 5,263; 13,App. 69

10

Fr. Louis ROUSSEL 29 FRANCE LIB
* March 10, 1815 Amiens

+ January 23, 1844 Harper, LIB

Ordained at Christmas 1838, he served in his home diocese until he entered
the La Neuville novitiate in February 1842. He made his commitment to the
missions there on November 21 of the same year.
On September 21, 1843 he sailed together with the other members of the
expedition from Bordeaux to the Two Guineas and via Goree reached Cape
Palmas on November 29.
He had remained untouched by the fevers that had killed or incapacitated the
others until he became ill on January 16 of the following year. He died one week
later.
N.D. 5,215 f.; 13, App., 70
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Fr. M. Louis AUDEBERT 41 FRANCE LIB IVC
• March 3, 1813 Noyon, D. of Beauvais
+ July 6, 1844 Grand Bassam, IVC
A diocesan priest, he had served as bursar of the senior seminary at Beauvais
and tried to become a Trappist before he entered Fr. Libermann's novitiate at La
Neuville in 1842. He made his commitment on November 21 of the same year.
On September 13, 1843 he sailed as a member of a group composed of
seven priests and three lay Brothers to the Vicariate of the Two Guineas. After a
stopover at Goree the party reached Cape Palmas, Liberia, on November 22,
where they were welcomed by Fr. John Kelly and his companion Mr. John Pindar.
They lived there in a small town named Harper, and began to learn the local Grebe
language.
In March 1844 Bp. Barron posted him, Fr. Frarn;:ois Souchet and Br. Gregoire
to Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast. Fevers attacked them and Fr. Audebert died a few
months after his arrival.
N.D. 5, Journal du P. Audebert 181-249; 13 App. 45; Martin Bane, The Catholic
Story of Liberia 1950, 56 ff.

12

Br. Gregoire SEY 33 FRANCE LIB IVC GBN
*
1824

+ April 20, 1857 at sea

He was one of the three young men who on September 13, 1843 joined the
priests sailing from Bordeaux to the Two Guineas. Two months later they reached
Cape Palmas, Liberia. When in March 1844 this station was given up, he was
placed at Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast as companion to the Frs. Audebert and
Souchet.
Soon all of them were ailing and the two priests died.

Left all alone, he

recovered slowly, but had to eke a living by working for a slave dealer at a wage of
25 cents a month.
Rescued by Fr. Bessieux, he went with him to Gabon, where they arrived on
September 28, 1844.

For months they lived there without any news from Fr.

- - - - -- - - --

- -

-
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Libermann in France, even as Libermann was without news from him. They were
presumed dead and prayed for as deceased confreres. Then at last letters arrived.
In 1846 he went to Dakar to make his vows on November 29 of that year.
Returning to Gabon in 1847, he served there for another decade. In 1857, being in
poor health, he sailed for France to recuperate, but died en route before reaching
Goree and was buried at sea.
N.D. 13, App. 80; B.G. 1,119; Bane op, cjt,, 49-77 passim

13

Fr. Louis Jean MAURICE 83 FRANCE LIB GHA CAN USA
• August 28, 1812 Corsept, D. of Nantes
+ December 25, 1895 Greece, NY
Ordained on December 21, 1836 as an associate of Jean de Lamennais'
Brothers of Christian Instruction, he left them about two weeks after his ordination to
join the diocesan clergy of Nantes. On April 7, 1843 he entered the La Neuville
novitiate, where he made his commitment on August 15 of the same year.
One month later he boarded Les Deux Clementines as a member of the party
assigned to the Two Guineas vicariate of Bp. Barron. After a stopover of two weeks
at Goree, they arrived at Cape Palmas on November 29. He began ailing, as the
others did, soon after his arrival, but recovered, and then studied the Grebo
language.
In March 1844 Bp. Barron arrived with the news that the Liberia mission would
be given up in favor of Grand Bassam, Assinie, Gabon and other places. Though
loath to abandon Liberia, they accepted and set out for Grand Bassam and Assinie.
His assigned place was Assinie, which was to be the new headquarters of the
vicariate.
Once more everyone became ill, including Fr. Maurice.

A physician came

from Goree and ordered the immediate evacuation of all who were not yet beyond
recovery to Goree.

Fr. Maurice was one of them.

Erroneously he had been

reported as deceased and his death entered in the necrology of Libermann's
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Congregation. From Goree he travelled with Bp. Barron to France on the Bake/,
which arrived on December 14 at Marseille.
Giving up any connection with Africa, he joined the Jesuits and, after being
sent to Canada, left them before making his vows. He then worked for some time
as a diocesan priest in Canada until in 1850 he went to the Buffalo diocese in New
York. For the remainder of his life he ministered there, notably at Greece, as a very
zealous pastor. He died there in the 59th year of his priesthood on Christmas day
1895 at the age of 83. In 1865 he had offered his mission at Greece to the Holy
Ghost Fathers for their future establishment in the U.S.A.
N.D. 5, 13, 334 f., App. 66; Robert McNamara, "Father Maurice of Greece," Records
of the American Catholic Historical Society, vol. 61, Sep. 1950 pp. 155-183.
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Fr. Paul LAVAL 31 FRANCE LIB IVC GHA
* June 4, 1813 Conde-sur Noireau D. of Bayeux

+ July 13, 1844 Assinie, GHA

The son of a Protestant minister, he did his studies at St. Sulpice and then
entered the novitiate of the Eudists, where acolyte Fran9ois Libermann was then
novice master. He replaced him when Libermann left. On June 9, 1843 he himself
also left the Eudists.
He then obtained Bp. Barron's permission to join the missionaries destined for
the Two Guineas and sailed with them on September 13, 1843; they arrived at
Cape Palmas on November 22.
In January of the following year he became critically ill, received "the last
Sacraments" and made his commitment, but he recovered and tried to make
contact with the local population. It proved to be very difficult because American
warships were cruising along the coast, some Africans had been killed and the
native Liberians felt that they were being abused by the "American colonists." The
result was a distrust of all whites.
Early in March he was reassigned to Grand Bassam on the Ivory Coast. While
all three there were seriously ailing, Bp. Barron visited them and wanted to take
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them along to Assinie, Ghana, but only Fr. Laval accepted the offer. Nine days after
his arrival, he died there of dysentery.
N. D. 13, App. 61; Bane, op.cit. 52-57 passim

15

Fr. Fran90is SOUCHET 27 FRANCE LIB GHA
• June 25, 1816 Cruseilles, D. of Annecy

+ May 28, 1844 at sea

After attending St. Sulpice Seminary, he entered at La Neuville as a deacon in
January 1842. He was ordained a priest on November 21 of the same year. He
also made his commitment on that day.
With the other members of the expedition he sailed on September 13, 1843
and arrived in Cape Palmas, Liberia, on November 29. When it was decided to
give up this place in favor of other settlements, he was assigned to Assinie, Ghana,
where he arrived with Bp. Barron on March 19, 1844. He was named local director
of the mission with Fr. Louis Maurice as his assistant; the Irish personnel of Bp.
Barron also were to remain there, as well as Br. John Fabe.
In May Bp. Barron sailed with him on the Eglantine to open a new mission at
Joal, Senegal. The vessel took a long time to make progress and was still in the
area opposite Cape Lahou when Fr. Souchet died suddenly of a stroke. Despite
the strong protests of the bishop, Captain Gense simply dumped the body
overboard, sneering, "Look at the nice footbath, the fellow is going to take." (For
this and other misdeeds he faced court martial and committed suicide.)
N.D. 13,App.47;5,249; Bane, ,50-56
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Fr. Henry Theodore WARLOP BELGIUM SEN GMB SPM
• December 20, 1812 Watou, D. of Brugge
A former sergeant attached to a construction batallion, he entered the La
Neuville novitiate in 1843 and made his commitment to Libermann's congregation
on October 10, 1845. Meanwhile he had built a chapel there.
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As he was not fitting in too well with the others despite the fact that he was a
pious man, it was decided in 1847 to send him to Guinea to finish his theology
there in private. Considering his construction ability, Bp. Benoit Truffet made use
of his talents for the building of a house for the Fathers and a convent for Sisters in
Dakar.
In 1847 the Catholics living in Bathurst (now Banjul) petioned Fr. Jean
Bessieux, who was soon to become a bishop and vicar apostolic of the Two
Guineas, to send a priest to reside among them. Hitherto they had been visited
only at long intervals by a priest from the offshore island of Goree, the notorious
harbor from which slaves were exported to the Americas.
Being short of priests, Bessieux sent Warlop, still only a deacon, to baptize
their children and give religious instruction.

He opened St. Mary's mission at

Banjul and was ordained there on April 4, 1849 by Bp. Aloyse Kobes, co-vicar
apostolic in charge of Senegambia. Meanwhile Fr. Jean Ronac'h had also arrived
and together with the Brothers Jean Baptiste Thierse and Louis Desmarchais, they
constituted a regular community at St. Mary's with Fr. Ronac'h as its superior.
Then illness took its toll.

In 1851 it forced Fr. Warlop to leave Africa

permanently. As his theological studies had been minimal and he had retained the
rough manners of the stereotype sergeant and was also eccentric, he was
considered unfit to serve in France. Only little lle-aux-Chiens belonging to the St.
Pierre et Miquelon islands, off the coast of Newfoundland, was offered to him. He
went there, but the transition from the tropics to the harsh climate of the North,
coupled with an almost total isolation and little work among the fishermen who
lived there was too much for him.
He left the Congregation in 1853 and went to Trinidad, where he served for
twenty-four years to the full satisfaction of the bishop till his sudden death in June
1887. After the Congregation had opened St. Mary's College in 1863 at Port of
Spain, he had resumed friendly relations with their community.
N.D. 13 app. 74; N.D. Complements (vol.14) 263 f.; SWWW 32

43
17

Bp. Aloyse KOB�S 52 ALSACE SEN GMB
• April 17, 1820 Fessenheim

+ October 11, 1872 Dakar

He studied at the diocesan seminary of Strasbourg, where he became
acquainted with Fr. Libermann, then preparing himself there for his ordination. This
encounter led him to the decision to join the little band of priests in La Neuville and
become himself also a missionary. Two years after his ordination on December 21,
1844, he went to La Neuville, where on March 25, 1847 he made his mission
commitment.
After teaching for one year at Notre Dame du Gard, he was surprised at the
age of twenty-eight by the news that the Holy See had named him co-adjutor vicar
apostolic of Bp. Jean Bessieux, himself just promoted to vicar apostolic of the Two
Guineas. The territory was indeed much too large to be governed by one man. Fr.
Kobes was ordained a bishop on November 30, 1848 at Strasbourg.

He would

take charge of Upper Guinea, residing at Dakar, while Bp. Bessieux would govern
Lower Guinea from Gabon. Thus Bp. Kobes became responsible for Senegal,
Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Ivory Coast up to the Rio Nunez (River). His
main attention went to Senegal but, given the horrendous death rate of his
personnel, he did not achieve much more than maintain a few stations. He loved,
however, to visit St. Mary's in Banjul, Gambia, especially in his earlier years.
In 1858 Sierra Leone was handed over to the Society of African Missions
(S.M.A.), but returned to him when Bp. de Bresillac and his men died soon after
their arrival. In 1860 the Holy See created the Vicariate of Dahomey, entrusted to
the S.M.A. Fathers, to take care of the southern part of his domain. Three years
later, Fr. Jean Blanchet, C.S.Sp., became the head of the mission in Sierra Leone
and from that time on Bp. Kobes' mission was renamed Vicariate of Senegambia.
Before he died in 1872 he had the happiness of ordaining several Africanborn priests and authorizing the founding of a congregation of African Sisters, the
Daughters of the Holy Heart of Mary, by Fr. Emmanuel Barbier.
N.D. 13, App. 59; Complements, 310 ff.; B.G. 9, 160 ff.
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Fr. Jean Marie RONAC'H 35 FRANCE SEN GMB
• December 9, 1815 Ploeneour-Lanvem,
D. of Quimper

+ March 23, 1851 Ploneour

He had served as an assistant pastor at Merlain when he entered the novitiate
at Notre Dame du Gard in 1847. After making his commitment there on October 10
of the same year, he sailed for the Two Guineas. Introduced to Africa in Senegal,
he was assigned to Gambia in January 1849.
He served there as superior of the new community. One year later he was
struck by illness and transported to Gon�e·s hospital. Diagnosed as suffering from
tuberculosis, he went back to France and died "in the odor of sanctity" in his
hometown.
Two generations later his grave was still reported to be "a place of special
veneration" to the people of his hometown.
N.D. 13, App 69 f.; Complements, 267
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Fr. Claude Franyois MOREL-L YDREL 25 FRANCE GMB
+ September 29, 1850 Banjul
• October 5, 1824 Clusus, D. of Annecy
Ordained in December 1848, he sailed on November 25, 1849 for Guinea.
Bp. Kobes assigned him the task of opening a new station on the Gambia River,
farther inland from Banjul on the confines of the British and French possessions.
He went there late in May 1850, together with deacon Antoine Durand. At the end
of the rainy season violent fevers attacked him. Fearing that he would die without
receiving the sacraments of the dying, Durand rowed him back to Banjul. He died
there soon after his arrival.
N.D. 13, 53, 58; App. 96; Complements, 324
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Br. Jean-Baptiste THIERSE 27 ALSACE SEN GMB
+ July 30, 1852 Hochfelden
* May 1, 1825 Hochfelden
A brother of Fr. Francis, who served in Australia and Mauritius, he entered at
La Neuville in April 1845 and was sent to the Vicariate of the Two Guineas in May
1846.
He knew some carpentry and arrived in Dakar just in time to help with the
construction of a residence and convent. He also made his religious vows there.
In 1849 he was assigned to Gambia's St. Mary's in Banjul. As the community
was housed in a decrepit dwelling in constant need of repairs to prevent its utter
collapse, he was kept very busy there, but nonetheless managed occasionally to
help out in Senegal.
In 1851 he became ill with typhoid fever.

While being treated for this in

Goree's hospital, he was found to be also gravely affected by tuberculosis and sent
back to France. Only twenty-seven years old, he died the following year in his
hometown.
N.D. 13, App. 80 f.; Complements, 266 f.

21

Br. Louis Franyois DESMARCHAIS FRANCE GMB
* November 5, 1821 Emery-Hallon, D. of Amiens
After making his first vows on May 31, 1948 at La Neuville, he sailed for
Senegambia on February 17, 1849.
Placed in Gambia at St. Mary's, Banjul, he served there until an undetermined
date, but by 1851 he was back in France. He withdrew from the Congregation a
few years later at Bordeaux and died in September 1858.
N.D. 13, App. 81; Complements, 304
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Fr. Charles LAIR!= 26 FRANCE SEN GMB IVC
* January 12, 1826 Murtin, D. of Reims + November 25, 1852 Grand Bassam, IVC
He was not yet a priest when on February 2, 1849 he made his commitment to
the missions and then, together with the newly ordained Bps. Bessieux and Kobes,
sailed that same month to West Africa. He was ordained at Dakar on April 7, of the
same year.
After serving at Goree he was posted to Banjul, Gambia, in 1850 and five
months later transferred to Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast, in charge of that station. He
died there the following year.
N.D. 13, App., 59 f.; Complements 267
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Br. Antoine Joseph ROUSSET 65 FRANCE IVC GBN F
+ February 5, 1880 Paris
* May 24, 1814 Arsure, D. of St. Claude
Together with four other Brothers he took refuge at Notre Dame du Gard when
during the February Revolution of 1848 they were expelled from their orphanage at
Monciel. Their tiny congregation disbanded and the five Brothers joined that of Fr.
Libermann on October 10, of the same year. A carpenter by trade, he made his
vows on December 8, 1849.
On February 22, 1850 he sailed for Dakar. A few months later, Bp. Kobes took
him along to Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast, as one of the three men destined to
reopen that mission, at the request of the French Governor in Senegal.

Their

situation there was miserable and appeared so hopeless that the two priests
decided it would be better to let the Brother go to Gabon.
He arrived there in September of the following year and devoted a quarter of a
century of faithful and competent service to that mission.
In 1877 he returned to France and spent his few remaining years at the
Spiritan Mother House in Paris, remodelling its chapel. The faithful old Brother
died piously in the Lord after a brief illness.
B.G. 11, 679, ff.
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Bp. Jean Claude DURET 50 FRANCE IVG SEN
* December 5, 1824 Monthonnex-en-Bomes,
D. of Annecy

+ December 29, 1875 Dakar

He entered Fr. Libermann's congregation as a student in 1846 and made his
commitment to the missions on December 8, 1849 at Notre Dame du Gard. After
being ordained a deacon, he sailed with Fr. Boulanger to Dakar, where they
arrived on March 22, 1850.
Ordained on June 29 of the same year, he accompanied Bp. Kobes and a few
others to Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast, where they arrived on August 6. Conditions
there were not favorable and he stayed only till mid-January 1851.
Thereafter he served in Senegal.

In 1855 he became Prefect Apostolic of

Senegal. After the death of Bp. Kobes in 1872 the Holy See named him Vicar
Apostolic of Senegambia. He was ordained a bishop on September 29 in Paris
and died two years later.
N.D. 13, App. 53; Complements, 326; B.G. 10, 718
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Fr. Joseph BOURGET FRANCE SEN IVG GBN F MRT
* October 21, 1817 Lorous-Bottereau, D. of Nantes
After doing some of his studies at La Neuville, 1844-48, he made his novitiate
at Notre Dame du Gard and was admitted to pronounce his commitment to the
missions on December 1, 1849.
He was not yet a deacon when, together with Fr. Boulanger, he sailed to the
Two Guineas on February 20, 1850. Ordained a priest at Dakar, he served briefly
in Senegal until Bp. Kobes assigned him and two others to Grand Bassam, Ivory
Coast, on July 19 of the same year in order to reopen that station. Nothing was
ready for them and the station did not last very long.
On May 25, 1851 he was posted to Gabon. One year later he returned to
France and was reassigned to Mauritius. He left the Congregation there in 1873.
N.D. 13, App. 48; Complements 263 f., 326
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Fr. Antoine DURAND 41 FRANCE SEN GMB GHA
* April 24, 1823, Pont-de-Bonvoisin,
+ March 11, 1865 Cayenne, GNA
D. of Chambery
He entered the La Neuville novitiate in 1845 and sailed on April 5, 1847
together with Sp. Etienne Truffet to Senegal. He finished his theology in private
while being also local bursar at Dakar.
Before his ordination as a priest, Sp. Kobes assigned him in late May, 1850 as
companion to Fr. Claude Morel, who was to open a new station up the Gambia
River on the confines of the French and British trading posts in the country at
Albreda.

This place had already been temporarily staffed by priests from the

Spiritan prefecture of Senegal in 1784, but the French Revolution of 1789 had
wrecked chances of establishing a permanent station there.
Less than four months after the arrival of Fr. Morel and deacon Durand, the
priest was struck by violent fevers toward the end of the rainy season. Lest he die
without the "Last Sacraments," Durand placed him in a pirogue and rowed him all
the way back to St. Mary's, Banjul, where he died upon arrival.
On November 2, 1851 Sp. Kobes ordained Durand at Banjul.

Short of

personnel, the bishop closed the Albreda station, and Fr. Durand went to work
elsewhere in the vicariate.
In 1855 he was transferred to Guiana, where he worked zealously for a
decade at Tonnegrande. He died of a "bilious fever'' in Cayenne's hospital.
N.D. 13, App. 52; Complements, 324; B.G. 4, 586 f.
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Fr. Martin DUBY 67 ALSACE GMB SEN F
* May 1, 1823 Ammerschwir

+ May 8, 1890 Paris

The eldest of four children, he entered the novitiate at Notre Dame du Gard
after doing most of his senior seminary studies in his home diocese of Strasbourg.
Ordained a priest on June 11, 1848 at Amiens, he made his commitment to the
Congregation on February 2, 1849.
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Together with newly ordained Bp. Jean Bessieux, he sailed to Africa in March
of the same year. He was assigned to St. Mary's mission in Gambia, where he
arrived on August 12, 1850 together with Br. Armand Martin. With surprising ease
he soon became fluent in both English and the local Wolof language. St. Mary's
became his favored mission, the one he continued to speak of throughout his life.
When Fr. Hilaire Dreano had to leave in 1851 because of illness, he took
charge of St. Mary's and had Fr. Pierre Moussa, a native of Africa, as his assistant.
Inexorably, his turn to be ill came in the same year when he suffered a severe
attack of hepatitis.

It left him debilitated for the remainder of his life.

After

recuperating at Dakar, he was happy when in 1852 he was able to resume his
work at St. Mary's. Four years later he returned to France for a year of rest and a
cure for his infirmities.
In 1857 he went back to Africa and served for a dozen years in Senegal,
mostly doing replacement ministry for ailing or absent priests all over the area.
Once more illness struck him and in 1869 he returned to Alsace on the eve of its
conquest by Germany. Three years later he felt strong enough to resume his work
in Senegal, but after a few months it became obvious that he was unable to
continue.
His remaining years were spent at Chevilly and then at the Mother House in
Paris, where he continued to render valuable services as a chaplain and spiritual
director.

He died there, leaving the memory of a saintly priest and zealous

missionary.
8. G. 14, 686 ff.
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Fr. Frany0is lsa"ie BOULANGER 50 FRANCE GMB IVC GBN SEN
* February 2, 1804 Boece, D. of Poitiers
+ April 21, 1854 Toulouse, F
After attending the junior seminary of Poitiers, he worked for a few years on his
parents' farm and then continued his studies. On Trinity Sunday, June 12, 1831 he
was ordained a priest. He ministered as pastor in a small rural parish and as a
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preacher until he entered the La Neuville novitiate in late 1845, prior to making his
commitment to the missions on January 6, 1847.
Retained in France, he served as superior of the Bordeaux community until on
February 20, 1850 he sailed from Brest to the Two Guineas. He worked there as a
missionary at St. Mary's, Banjul, in Gambia and at Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast,
while also being vicar general of Sp. Kobes for the area.
In November 1851 he was transferred to Gabon, but on July 11, 1852
Propaganda Fide named him prefect apostolic of St. Louis of Senegal.
caused him to resign on February 4, 1854.

Illness

Returning to France, he died there

three months later.
N.D. 13, App. 48
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Br. Amand MARTIN 53 FRANCE GMB SEN
* July 25, 1820 Pontanon, D. of Coutances

+ October 4, 1872 Langonnet

He sailed to Senegal with Sp. Bessieux in March 1849. In August of the same
year he accompanied Fr. Duby to Gambia to replace Br. Jean Thierse, taking care
of the material side of the mission.
On January 25, 1851 he made his vows at Joal, Senegal.

Thereafter he

continued to work for two more decades in that country.
Ailing, he returned to France in October 1871 and died there of anemia and
progressive paralysis.
N.D. 13 App., 71; B.G. 9,385
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Br. Charles GAY 53 FRANCE GMB IVC GBN SEN
* April 15, 1828 Louhan, D. of Autun
+ May 28, 1881 Ngasobil, SEN
He was one of the Brothers of Monciel who during the February Revolution of
1848 were chased away from the orphanage in which they served and found
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refuge. with Fr. Libermann's congregation. He made his novitiate at Notre Dame
due Gard and took his vows there on December 8, 1849.
Less than three months later he sailed with Fr. Boulanger to Upper Guinea.
Bp. Kobes assigned him as a companion to Fr. Morel and deacon Durand who
were going to Albreda on the Gambia River to open a new station. When four
months later Fr. Morel died and the station had to be temporarily closed, he was
sent to Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast.
He worked there courageously for two years, but in late 1852 death once more
made him the sole survivor there and he was transferred to Gabon. For about two
decades he spent his time there developing the mission's plantations and
vegetable gardens, introducing new species of trees and teaching African boys the
secrets of this kind of work.
In 1862 he went on leave to recuperate and then returned to Gabon on a
freighter that took 113 days to reach its destination. Ten years later, his health
broke down and he went again on leave.

Recovered, he was sent to Senegal,

where the climate was more congenial to his diminishing strength and worked
quietly at Ngasobil.
Always a self-effacing man, this splendid Brother passed away unobtrusively
only a few moments after talking with visitors to his sick bed.
N.D. 13, App. 77; B.G. 11, 1030 ff.
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Fr. Hilaire P. DREANO 34 FRANCE GBN GMB SEN
* January 14, 1820 Radenac, D. of Vannes
+ November 27, 1854 Algiers
He was a priest when he entered the La Neuville novitiate in 1846 and made
his commitment there on March 25, 1847, about two weeks before sailing for Africa.
Assigned to Gabon, he became ill in 1849 and was sent to Senegal to
recover. The following year he was posted to St. Mary's in Gambia to replace
ailing Fr. Ronac'h as director of this mission.
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He, too, did not last very long there and one year later returned to France.
After recuperating he went back in May 1853 to Africa and was assigned to St.
Louis of Senegal.
Seriously ailing again one year later, he was shipped to France, but his
condition was so bad that the ship stopped over at Algiers for his immediate
hospitalization. He died there eight days later.
N.D. 13 App. 51 f.
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Fr. Claude Denis CHEVALIER 34 FRANCE SEN GMB
• April 24, 1818 Nevy-les Dole, D. of St. Claude

+ March 5,

1852 Paris

He entered at La Neuville in 1846 and was ordained on February 27, 1847.
After making his commitment to the Congregation on March 25, he accompanied
Bp. Truffet to Dakar on April 15, 1847.
He was charged with the tiny junior seminary that had been opened in Dakar.
In February 1851 we find him mentioned in St. Mary's, Gambia, but we have no
other details about him except that he became ill and arrived back in France on
April 15 of the same year. He died there one year later.
N.D. 13, App. 50 and Complements 265
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Bp. Franc;ois Marie DUBOIN 65 FRANCE GMB IVC RUN MRT SEN
• September 23, 1827 Samoans, D. of Annecy
+ August 26, 1893 Chevilly
He entered at La Neuville in 1846 and made his commitment at Notre Dame
du Gard on April 21, 1850. Assigned to Senegal in the same year, he finished his
theology in private.
On February 9, 1851 he was ordained at St. Mary's, Gambia, by Bp. Kobes.
He does not seem to have stayed very long, for in 1852, after some time at GrandBassam, Ivory Coast, he was back in France.
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After serving as principal superior in Reunion and Mauritius for twenty years,
he became prefect apostolic of Senegal and Vicar Apostolic of Senegambia in
1876 and was ordained a bishop in Paris on July 30 of the same year.
He resigned in 1883 and died ten years later in Chevilly.
N.D. 13 App. 52; Complements, 324
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Fr. Louis Maxime DE REGNIER 41 ALSACE SEN GMB
+ August 29, 1863 Paris
* March 31 , 1822 Metz
He had done most of his seminary studies at St. Sulpice when in 1848 he
entered the Congregation at Notre Dame du Gard. He was ordained on
September 22, 1849 at Vannes.
He sailed for Senegambia in 1850. He made his vowed commitment there on
March 19, 1851 at Ngasobil and was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia, around
1852, but details about his stay there are lacking. He then served at Goree and
finally from 1855 on at St. Louis-du-Senegal. It became his work of predelection,
where he spent himself in giving religious instruction to Africans and preparing
them for baptism.
Ailing he returned to France in June 1863 and died there a few months later.
B. G. 3, 569 ff.
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Fr. Aloyse WELTY 49 ALSACE SEN GMB GBN
* September 8, 1924 St. Hippolyte
+ January 2, 187 4 Libreville, GBN
He entered the novitiate at Notre Dame du Gard in 1849 and made his
commitment on April 21, 1850.
While still a deacon when he sailed on May 20, of the same year to Senegal.
On June 29, 1850 he was ordained a priest at Dakar, together with two or three
other young missionaries.
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After serving at Dakar and Joal he was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia at
an unspecified time. Bp Kobes was building a beautiful church, a residence and a
convent there for the Sisters who were staffing the hospital and a school.
In 1858 he was transferred to Gabon, but returned to Dakar in 1862. Six years
later he went to Gabon, where he died peacefully in the Lord of tuberculosis.
N.D. 13, App. 75; Complements, 324 f.; B. G. 10, 150 f.
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Fr. Jean Claude LUISET FRANCE SEN GMB
* September 15, 1823 Croisy-en-Bomes, D. of Annecy
He entered the novitiate in 1847, made his commitment on August 15, 1848 at
Notre Dame du Gard and was ordained on September 23 of the same year.
He was assigned to Africa and sailed with Bp. Bessieux in February 1849.
After serving for five years in Senegal, mostly at Joal, he was posted to St. Mary's,
Banjul, Gambia, in 1854, where he ministered until 1859.

He then returned to

France, but went back to Senegal for another year at St. Louis.

He left the

Congregation in 1861.
N.D. 13, App., 65
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Fr. Jean Edouard BLANCHET 71 FRANCE SEN GMB SL
* March 11, 1825 Sallanches, D. of Annecy
+ July 30, 1896 Thies SEN
A farmer's son, he had to overcome the fierce opposition of his father before
he was able to enter the La Neuville novitiate in 1846. He was ordained on March
3, 1849 at Amiens and made his commitment to the Congregation on March 19 of
the same year.
After serving as bursar at Notre Dame du Gard for one year, he sailed together
with several others on September 9, 1850 from Bordeaux to Senegal. He served
there for two years as bursar and mission procurator, in charge of construction and
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supplies for all stations in Senegambia. Very frugal, he tried to live on what he
imagined to be he diet of Africans: some nuts and a piece of bread a few times a
day was enough for him. Unsurprisingly, it was not very long before he needed to
be hospitalized at Goree. The doctor treated him by attaching twice 150 leeches to
his body! Somehow it worked and ravenously hungry he asked for nine servings of
soup a day and nothing else. A few days later, he declared himself healthy and
over the vehement objections of the doctor, left the hospital swearing that he would
never again enter one as a patient. As a matter of fact, he never did so again.
He then resumed his function as bursar until in 1853 he was posted to St.
Louis.

In December of the following year he was transferred to St. Mary's in

Gambia.

He worked there zealously and successfully among the Africans

addressing them in their Wolof language; opened a school for boys (the Sisters
had already one for girls); and started a trade school which, however, did not
survive very long.
In 1856 a religious and political brush war broke out when a fanatic Moslem
and his followers wanted to chase all Christians and foreigners from the country.
The tiny British force was overwhelmed in an ambush and the governor, himself
wounded, appealed to the French naval base at Goree for help. A naval vessel
came to the rescue. Fr. Blanchet accompanied the troops as chaplain and medic.
During a fierce battle lasting several hours he was in the thick of the fighting,
ministering to the dying and giving first aid to the wounded. The battle ended with
the defeat of the insurgents and Blanchet was nominated for the Legion of Honor,
but at the request of the Superior General no action was taken on the nomination;
he had merely "done his duty."
After a temporary absence for a recollection in France and a final visit to his
family, he returned to Gambia. St. Mary's had lost his substitute Fr. Steffhan as well
as Sister Melanie and other people who had died of yellow fever. He finished its
small provisional chapel, aided by many Africans, whose respect he had gained.
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In 1863 he was reassigned to Sierra Leone. After the death of Bp. Melchior de
Marion Bresillac, S.M.A., and his companions in 1859, this mission had been left
unattended and was now again entrusted to the Congregation. Fr. Blanchet was
named to take charge of it.

The steamer going from Gambia to Sierra Leone

refused to take him aboard: it carried eighteen Protestant minsters, who disliked
competition. The Governor of Sierra Leone, however happened to be in Gambia
and on his personal intervention the captain gave in:

Fr. Blanchet and his

companion Fr. Koeberle were permitted to go as deck passengers.
Despite the fury their arrival caused among various sects in the colony, the two
missionaries quietly went to work, visiting the sick, aiding the poor and taking care
of abandoned children. They acquired land to build a chapel, residence, schools
for boys and girls and a convent. The schools drew children from all faiths and their
parents left them free to receive religious instruction there.
Exhausted by his many labors, he went to St. Louis, Senegal, for a rest by the
end of 1869.

Of course, he did not rest, but engaged in religious dialogue with

Moslems and was able to lead several of them to Christ and baptism. The same
happened when he went to Goree. He then became vicar general of the bishop.
In 1879 he returned to Sierra Leone in charge of the mission as provicar
apostolic. He opened new stations at Murray Town, Benty, Waterloo and at Boffa,
Rio Pongo, Conakry, Guinea, and at Monrovia, Liberia.
In Freetown itself some fifty sects had established themselves, united only in
their opposition to "Papists" in fiery sermons, but the local Anglican bishop, forbade
anti-Catholic preaching.

In spite of the opposition, the Catholic mission made

progress and the number of adults who switched from their sectarian backgrounds
to the Catholic Church between 1881 and 1884 rose to several hundreds.
The little chapel of the mission was then replaced by a large church.

A

subscription was organized, to which both Catholics and Protestants contributed
much of the funds needed to erect an edifice with three naves, measuring 93 by 53
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feet. It became the cathedral-like church of St. Edward, in which beautiful liturgical
services could be celebrated in all their glory.
After spending forty years in Africa Fr. Blanchet retired at the age of sixty-five in
1892 and went to St. Louis, Senegal. Of course, he did not really retire, but busied
himself as hospital chaplain and in general looking after the poor. Four years later,
feeling tired, he went to Dakar and from there to Thies.

There the valiant old

missionary went to his reward, dying peacefully in the Lord.
B.G. 18, 915 ff.
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Mr. Philippe VONGOEFFT 22 ALSACE GMB
* 1835

+ October 8, 1857 Banjul

A hot and humid climate was considered best for people with a weak chest.
so he was sent to St. Mary's mission in Gambia, now the seat of the cathedral of
Banjul in 1857. He occupied himself there with the children in the boys' school.
He died a holy death less than half a year after his arrival.
B.G. 1,237 and 347
We may mention here also the Frs. POTTIER and SANTA MARIA
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a

Pottier was

French diocesan priest and Fr. Santa Maria a Senegalese priest who had

studied in Rome before his ordination. They replaced the Frs. Martin Duby and
Aloyse Welty at Banjul, Gambia in 1856. Santa Maria was still there in 1858.
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Br. Florentin CAPELLIER 25 FRANCE SEN GMB
* January 4, 1832 Proyart, Somme

+ September 5,

1857 Goree

After making his vows on October 9, 1853 he was assigned to Senegambia.
Around 1855 he was stationed at St. Mary's in Gambia and two years later he was
listed as serving at Joal, a formerly Portuguese village in Senegal.
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In August 1857 he became ill and was sent to Dakar. Although the physician
saw no cause for alarm, he let him be transported to Goree hospital. The doctors
were unable to diagnose his illness, but a few hours later the pious Brother died
there in the Lord.
B.G. 1,210 ff.
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Br. Marie-Jules (or Jules-Marie) GUYON 58 FRANCE SEN GMB F
* June 1, 1829 Dole, D. of Saint-Claude
+ February 4, 1888 Chevilly
After making his vows on August 15, 1850 at Notre Dame du Gard he sailed
on September 9, for Senegal. He labored there for most of his life at Dakar and
Bakel. In 1857 he was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, in Gambia to teach in the trade
school that had been opened there in July. Unfortunately it proved impossible to
staff it properly, so that one year later it was temporarily closed.
He then went back to Dakar for three more decades of devoted service.
Returning to France in December 1887, he died a few weeks later.
N.D. 13, App. 82; B.G. 1,334
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Fr. Joseph STEFFAN 30 ALSACE GMB
* 1829 Durrenbach

+ December 14, 1859 Banjul GMB

He arrived in 1858 in Gambia and during the temporary absence of Fr.
Blanchet was placed in charge of St. Mary's mission. An African priest named
Santa Maria was his companion there.
When a contagious disease struck Gambia in 1859 he seemed to have
escaped unscathed, but in November he became ill of what was soon called a
"bilious fever." Despite the devoted care of the English physician, who visited him
three times a day and administered the best medicines, he died piously in the Lord
after an illness of three weeks.
B.G. 1,334; 2, 13ff.
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Fr. Leger ENGEL 33 ALSACE F SEN GMB
* 1833 Gemar

+ November 10, 1866 Goree

After serving at Holy Spirit seminary in Paris in 1859 and Cellule in 1860, he
sailed aboard the lphigenie on November 26, 1862 from Rochefort, together with
Fr. Martin Risch. They arrived in Dakar on Christmas Eve. After working for two
years at Ngasobil, he was assigned to Gambia in late 1864.
During the yellow fever epidemic of 1866, he went to Goree to replace Fr.
Kieffer. He died there in the hospital on the same day Fr. Risch became a victim of
the same epidemic in Dakar.
B. G. 3, 223; 5, 251 f.
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Fr. Joseph KOEBERLE 27 ALSACE IRL GMB SL
* 1838 Schleetstatt
+ July 21, 1866 Freetown, SL
After his ordination he received his first appointment in 1861 to Ireland. While
being groomed to become bursar of Blackrock, he learned English and then was
placed in charge of the Glasnevin orphanage that the Generalate wanted to take
over. It did not work out for many reasons and the orphanage was passed on to the
Christian Brothers.
He then went to Gambia's St. Mary's mission in late December 1862. When
Fr. Blanchet sailed from there to Sierra Leone in February 1864 he joined him on
the two day trip. He was welcomed by Europeans who appreciated his ability to
preach in English, but he also worked among the Africans themselves.
His lively letters to the Irish in Blackrock contributed much to arouse interest in
that difficult mission and its future sponsorship by the Irish Province of the
Congregation.
Then suddenly he became ill toward the end of the rainy season,
which thirty-three of the one hundred Europeans in Freetown had died.
He passed away after an illness of only two days.
B.G. 4, 768 ff.; IBN July 21

during
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Br. Florentin (Edward) MATTHEWS 46 IRELAND GMB
* November 4, 1839 Petersville, Moynalty, Meath
+ March 19, 1886 Banjul
He entered the Congregation at Blackrock in 1861 and made his vows there
on September 8, 1863.
He was then assigned to Gambia, the first Irish Spiritan to serve in Africa. He
taught there at the elementary school opened in Banjul, learned to speak the Wolof
language fluently, using textbooks printed in that language, while also making the
kids familiar with English. For more than two decades he continued to teach and
he greatly influenced the lives of his pupils for the good, especially through his
religious instructions.
Though he never returned to Ireland for recuperation, he did not escape
frequent illnesses, but overcame them all until 1886. Then on March 6 of that year,
the physician discovered that he was suffering from galloping consumption or
tuberculosis. Mourned by all, he died two weeks later. His former pupils insisted
on paying his funeral expenses as a token of their esteem for this exemplary
religious Brother.
B.G. 13, 1091 f.; IBN March 19
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Fr. Alphonse CHAUVRl RE
* 1837 D. of Lu1ron

30 FRANCE SEN SL
+ September 20, 1867 St. Louis SEN

Professed in August 1863 after his ordination, he was assigned to Senegal
and stationed at St. Louis. In November 1865 he went to Sierra Leone to replace
Fr. Lacombe who had temporarily substituted for the deceased Fr. Koeberle. The
faithful rejoiced that the mission would not be closed, as had happened when Bp.
de Bresillac died.
Meanwhile a yellow fever epidemic had broken out at St. Louis. He went to
assist the sick and the dying. Then he himself caught the disease and died a few
days later.
B.G. 5, 770; 6, 90
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Br. Claver (Albert) LEBON
MAURITIUS
* December 5, 1841 Plaines Wilhems

SL

He entered the novitiate at Chevilly in 1855 and made his vows as a Brother
on March 19, 1866. At the same time he got his assignment to Sierra Leone to
teach in the school for boys in Freetown.
During the yellow fever epidemic later in the same year he came close to
death, but recovered two weeks later. A few lay teachers also taught at the school
and the number of students climbed steadily, reaching some 170 little scholars the
following year. The girls school, staffed by the Sisters of Cluny likewise flourished
with an equal number of pupils.
He left Sierra Leone in 1871 and was transferred to Haiti in bad health. Ten
years later he went back to France and left the Congregation in 1882.
B.G.5, 15, 1 1 � 7 5 3 f ; a 5 4 � 9 . 15� 11, 1069
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Fr. Thomas BRACKEN 27 IRELAND SL
* 1840 Dublin

+ July 23, 1867 Freetown SL

After his secondary studies in Ireland and Langonnet, he received his senior
seminary formation in France, where he made his vows on August 19, 1866 and
was ordained in December 1866.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he served as chaplain to the soldiers in Freetown.
Many of these were Irish, happy to have at last a priest. At the same time he was
also taking up contact with the African population.
His health had never been robust, but improved much while he was in Africa,
so that all seemed set for a fruitful apostolate. Then, suddenly he became ill and
died a few days later.

The autopsy showed that his death was due to an old

abscess and not to one of the usual diseases that gave Sierra Leone its reputation
of being "the White Man's Grave."
IBN July 23; B.G. 6, 89, 21 ff.
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Fr. Jean LACOMBE 71 GAMBIA SEN GMB
* October 28, 1829 Banjul

+ November 21,

1900 Dakar

The son of a French father and a Senegalese mother, he was educated at
Goree and did his higher studies at Holy Spirit Seminary in Paris, 1848-1852.
Ordained on December 5, 1852 at Goree, he ministered there with great zeal until
in 1855 he expressed the desire to join the Congregation. He started his novitiate
in Dakar and finished it in Monsivry, France. On December 20, 1857 he made his
vows in Paris.
Returning to Goree, he resumed his ministry there until in 1859 he was placed
in charge of the seminary in Dakar. Five years later he assisted in opening a new
mission at Ngasobil and was then posted to Gambia.

He labored there for a

decade.
His time was spent giving individual religious instruction from early morning till
dusk and a group instruction after the evening meal. He had the happiness of also
nurturing several religious vocations to the indigenous Sisters.
In 1866 a yellow fever epidemic decimated his flock and three years later
cholera caused 2,000 victims in Banjul. The Fathers and Sisters tirelessly took
care of the sick and the dying. So high was the esteem they had gained that some
300 adults asked to be baptized before they died.
In 187 4 he became the target of a sectarian attack. A young Catholic woman
who had given up her faith to marry a Protestant became ill. On her deathbed she
asked to be reconciled with the Church. He validated her marriage, baptized her
infant child and gave her a Catholic burial. Illegal, shouted the opposition and took
him to court. After hearing what he had done, the judge praised him, but added
that he was legally incompetent to judge the matter and referred it to the court of
assize.

Its judge also praised him but asked him to sign a declaration of

revalidation of the marriage.
Dissatisfied, the sectarians made another appeal to a different judge of the
same court. This man, without even questioning him condemned him to a heavy
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fine and ordered him kept in jail until it was paid. Shocked by this blatant disregard
of proper legal procedures, one of the jury members, himself a wealthy Protestant
merchant, stood up and declared himself his guaranty for the fine, so that he could
go home.
A few days later Father left Gambia and went to Senegal for the remaining
fifteen years of his life. He worked there mainly in the Casamance region, where
he opened the Sedhiou station. Called to Dakar during its yellow fever epidemic in
1900 to assist the sick and the dying, he became ill and died a few weeks later,
happy to leave earth and to go to his encounter with Christ.
B.G. 21, 64 ff.; N.D. 13 App. 59
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Fr. Nicolas STOLL 64 ALSACE
* May 31, 1842 Kaisersberg

GMB SL GIB SPM RUN IND F LIB PTG
+ September 24, 1906 Kaisersberg

After completing his secondary schooling at Langonnet, he did his senior
seminary studies in Paris. Following his ordination, he made his vows on August
26, 1866 at Chevilly.
Thereafter throughout his active life he was everywhere bursar, a function for
which his painful exactness in everything, his regularity and care to spend the
meager resources of the missions judiciously made him the ideal man.
In 1866 he was assigned to Senegambia. After serving for one year at St.
Mary's, Banjul in Gambia, he was posted to Freetown, Sierra Leone, to replace the
deceased Fr. Bracken in 1867. A potentially lethal attack of "bilious fever" put an
end to his stay there in 1870.
He then served successively at St. Bernard's College, Gibraltar, till 1872, at St.
Pierre and Miquelon, near Newfoundland, till 1876 and Reunion in the Indian
Ocean, followed by Chandemagor and Pondicherry, India, till 1881.
After two years in France he requested to be reassigned to Africa and on
September 1, 1883 embarked at Marseille with three confreres for Sierra Leone to
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undertake a new attempt to open a mission in Liberia. Well received by Liberia's
President Johnson, the son of Catholic immigrants from the U.S.A., they opened a
school in Monrovia. They made good progress and by 1885 they had about fifty
Catholics, despite the fierce opposition of Methodist and Baptist preachers.
Then once again illness struck. Two priests had to flee the country to save
their lives, leaving Fr. Stoll in charge. Next, Br. M. Colman Haban, who taught at
the school, was killed by one of the fevers that were frequent in the area. The plan
was then to withdraw from Monrovia to an inland area some 15 miles away from he
coast. Instead, the Congregation, pressed by shortage of personnel, decided in
1887 to give up the mission in Liberia.
Fr. Stoll then withdrew to Sierra Leone and was placed in charge of Sangha,
but soon became ill and had to go back to France.
In 1891 he was assigned to Portugal, where he rendered another fifteen years
of valuable service in the development of its Spiritan province. He died while on
vacation in his hometown, leaving all his paperwork in perfect order.
B. G. 23, 831 ff.; Bane,
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88 ff.

Br. Christian FOLEY IRELAND
*
D. of Cloyne

SL

He began his novitiate at Blackrock and finished it at Chevilly, where he made
his first vows on March 19, 1867.
Assigned at once to Sierra Leone, he arrived in Freetown on June 10 of the
same year and assisted Br. Claver Lebon in the boys' school of the mission in
Freetown. The school had been growing fast and a new building had gone up to
house it. He taught the lower grades in that school, which was considered the best
school in the town and attended by some 150 pupils.
He left Sierra Leone in 1872.
B.G. 5, 569 f., 754; 6,217; 9, 169
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53

Br. Alban (Patrick) CREAN 23 IRELAND GMB
• February 15, 1844 Morris Co.

+ October 19, 1867 Dakar

He entered the Congregation as a postulant Brother and was placed at
Blackrock. While still a novice, he received his assignment on January 15, 1867 to
Gambia.

He did good work there among the children.

Then his incipient

tuberculosis flared up. Soon it became evident that he should be repatriated.
Sent to Dakar in August to embark for France on the naval vessel Cher, he
was not allowed to sail because an official had neglected to sign the necessary
papers.
He lingered on for two more months at Dakar. On his deathbed, he had the
consolation of making his vows on October 18 and died peacefully in the Lord.
B.G. 4,228; 5, 747; 6, 194 ff., 210 f.,228
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Br. Edward FLYNN 28 IRELAND IRL GMB
• June 6, 1844 Affane, Cappoquin, Waterford

+ October 21,

1872 Banjul

He entered the Congregation at Blackrock in 1864 and made his vows on
March 19, 1866 at Chevilly. Assigned to Rockwell, he was transferred to Gambia a
few months later when a replacement was needed for deceased Br. Alban Crean to
teach in the mission's school.
He was doing a very good job there when disaster struck again. He, too, did
not last very long. During the yellow fever epidemic of 1872 he succumbed of the
disease.

As no replacement was available, the school had be to closed

temporarily.
B.G. 9,241; IBN October21
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Fr. Paul LAMOISE 76 FRANCE SEN GMB
* January 14, 1824 Uxegney, D. of St.-Die

+ November 8, 1900 Joal SEN

Fr. Libermann accepted this sturdy son of long-lived farmers in 1844 at
Neuville. After three years of theology, while still in minor orders, he sailed in 1847
with Bp. Truffet to Senegal and functioned at Dakar as a teacher in the newly
opened junior seminary.

On June 9, 1849 he was ordained with a special

dispensation because of a serious disfigurement of his face.
After serving briefly at two short-lived stations, he was posted to Joal, then still
an area not yet under control of France and subject to frequent local disturbances.
Most of his life would be spent there. He evangelized Joal and surroundings by

word and deeds of Christian charity toward the unfortunate people amidst the wars
and banditry of local potentates, feeding the hungry, fostering numerous orphans,
assisting the sick and the dying when epidemics struck and suffering the insults
and physical injuries inflicted on him by bandits.
When in 1859 French forces put an end to banditry and raised the French flag
over Joal, the people showed their love by helping him build a church, a convent
and dispensary for the African Sisters of the Holy Heart of Mary and a school for
boys. He also continued to go on frequent safaris throughout the area until he was
in his seventies.
When the bishop appealed to him to replace deceased Fathers elsewhere or
in case of epidemics, he readily did so. This was also the reason why we find him
in 1867 in charge at St. Mary's in Banjul, Gambia. But he always returned to Joal.
An expert in native languages, he wrote a Serere grammar and contributed to
several other linguistic works, notably in Wolof.
Having spent fifty-three years in Africa, this zealous and unassuming worker
died peacefully in the Lord after "feeling tired" for one day.
B.G. 20, 301 ff.
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Fr. Jean Baptiste DELPUECH 83 FRANCE GMB SEN GNA F
* August 3, 1842 La Brugniere, D. of Albi
+ March 23, 1926 Langonnet
A brother of the Spiritan Frs. Emmanuel, who evangelized in Tanzania and
Isidore, who was murdered in Angola at the age of 30, he did his junior studies at
Cellule, studied philosophy in Paris and theology at Chevilly. After his ordination,
he made his vows on August 25, 1867 at Chevilly.
At his own request he was assigned to Africa and sent to Senegambia.
Posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia, he arrived there in time for the feast of
Christmas. He learned the Wolof language and was delighted to find that the small
Catholic community in that town was, as Bp. Kobes himself said, a very fervent
flock.
When in May 1869 a cholera epidemic began to ravage Gambia, he and the
other two Spiritans stationed at St. Mary's distinguished themselves by their
service to the sick and the dying, giving the prescribed medicines, anointing
Catholic victims and baptizing others who wished to receive that sacrament. And
they were many: Fr. Lacombe alone baptized about 300 of them. The government
expressed its gratitude to the priests and the Sisters for their outstanding
assistance. Some 2,000 people had perished in the epidemic.
Exhausted, he left Gambia in 1870.

In 1871 he was reassigned to Guiana

where he ministered for twenty-two years. In 1893 he returned to Senegal, but his
health deteriorated and the doctors ordered his departure from the tropics in 1897.
He was then placed on the retirement list and beyond expectations lived for
another thirty years, most of them in Langonnet. He busied himself with manual
labor and the writing of his extensive memoirs. He died there fifty-nine years after
his ordination to the priesthood.
B.G. 7, 175 ff.; 32,666 ff.
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Fr. Etienne BAUMGARTNER 29
* 1841 D. of Alsace

ALSACE SL

+ August 31, 1870 Freetown, SL

Professed, after his ordination, on August 28, 1868, he was assigned to Sierra
Leone and sailed, together with Fr. Antoine Fritsch, on November 25 of the same
year on a French packet boat to Dakar.
After visiting Bp. Kobes, who was ailing in Ngasobil, they arrived too late in
Banjul to take the connecting British packet to Freetown. So they decided to board
the Florence Nightingale, a three-master sailing for Sierra Leone with a cargo of
25,000 rifles and 80 tons of ammunition and a small number of passengers. The
vessel left Banjul on Christmas Eve. Two days later it struck an underwater rock
and, battered by the sea, had to be abandoned. As only one leaky lifeboat was still
serviceable, the crew constructed a large crude raft, but it got overloaded and,
unmanageable, drifted out to sea. Everyone then got into the leaky lifeboat with no
room for enough food and water.

Constantly bailing, they drifted, tortured by

hunger and thirst for five days. The crew began drinking the blood of a wounded
African until he died.
Rescued by a passing African fishing boat, the survivors were taken to a little
island, fed by its inhabitants and the following day sent to a larger island. From
there the two priests were able to sail on to Freetown, reaching it on January 8.
They found the two priests stationed there in bad health. Fr. Blanchet had to
go for a rest to St. Louis, Senegal, and soon after Fr. Stoll suffered a "bilious fever"
attack, but recovered. In May 1870 Fr. Fritsch, who had been ailing all the time left
for France. The work went on, however, and the mission schools in particular
earned much praise for their success.
Then in August, 1870 Fr. Baumgartner became ill with fever after being caught
in a drenching rain. He died on the last day of August.
B. G. 6, 696, 698, 886; 8, 546 f.

69
58

Fr. Antoine FRITSCH ALSACE F IND SL
* February 10, 1829 Friedolsheim
Professed on August 26, 1855, he appears to have served in France until in
1861 he was appointed superior of the new community to be established at
Chandernagor, India, which would serve mainly as a trade school. Ill health forced
him to return in 1864 to France, where he became superior of the Toulon
community.
In 1868 he and Fr. Baumgartner were assigned to Sierra Leone, where they
arrived on January 8, 1869 after suffering a shipwreck (see the story under
Baumgartner). Almost constantly ailing, he was sent to Dakar on May 11, 1870 and
from there to France. Placed at Bordeaux, he left the Congregation in April 1872.
N.D. Complements, 256; B.G. 1-6, passim
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Fr. Johann Baptist KAYSER ALSACE SL USA
* May 5, 1845 Mutzig
Admitted to the Congregation in Langonnet in 1863, he was ordained in 1868
and made his vows on August 29, 1869 at Chevilly.
He was then assigned to Sierra Leone, where he arrived at Freetown on
December 19 of the same year. It took a year before the fevers hit him, but he
recovered. In November 1871 he went on a exploratory trip on the Sherbro River
aboard Governor General Kennedy's personal steamer, visiting the few Catholics
living on islands in that river, called York, Bounth, Victoria and Bendo, and
examining the best place for a new station. Much to his regret, illness then forced
him to leave Sierra Leone in April 1872.
He was then reassigned to the newly started Province of the U.S.A. and
served in Ohio.

He left the Congregation to join the diocesan clergy in 1875.

Death came for him in 1903.
B.G. 7, 528; 9, 175 ff.; 9, 169; SWWW 48
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Fr. Joseph Theophile D'HYEVRE 79 FRANCE F RUN MRT ANG SL
* February 7, 1832 Maizieres, D. of Troy
+ November 11, 1911 Paris
Ordained before his profession on August 23, 1857 in Paris, he was assigned
to Cellule. Thereafter he served in Reunion and Mauritius until in 1869 he was
placed in charge of the mission in Loanda in the Portuguese Congo enclave. His
stay was short for Portugal was still suspicious of foreign missionaries.
In 1870 he was assigned to Sierra Leone after the death of Fr. Baumgartner
and the departure of Fr. Fritsch. From Freetown he explored the Mellacores area,
some fifteen leagues inland, where he found three white Catholic families and an
unspecified number of baptized Africans originating from Goree.

He made a

similar exploration up along the Seracis River for thirty leagues and in Freetown he
built a school and convent for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny.
When in 1874 Fr. Charles Gommenginger replaced him as head of the
mission, he returned to France. The remaining thirty-seven years of his life were
devoted to ministry in Bordeaux and then in Paris. He died there in the Mother
house after a brief illness.
B.G. 8, 10, 569 ff.; 26,430
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Fr. Louis Philippe WALTER 74 ALSACE GMB MDG
* April 28, 1836 Kaisersberg

+ May 5, 191 O Epinal, F

Professed in August 1867 after his ordination, he was assigned to
Senegambia.

By the end of January 1870 he was posted to Banjul, Gambia to

replace ailing Fr. Nicolas Stoll as head of this station and pastor of St. Mary's.
Fortunately he was not alone there, but had Fr. Guillaume Jouga and Br. Edward
as his companions to help him with the parish and the school.
During the wet season the entire community suffered from various fevers and
he became their constant victim. In May 1871 he was so weak that he had to return
to France.
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Later we find him listed in 1885 in the Little Malgache Islands at Nessi-Be,
where he served as prefect apostolic from 1891 till 1899. By 1901 he was back in
France and stationed at Epinal, where he died some years later.
B.G. 7,424; 8, 539 and 544; 25, 552
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Fr. Guillaume JOUGA 34 SENEGAL SEN GMB
* October 10, 1841 Goree

+ November 29,

1875 Goree

The son of a Christian couple, he was baptized on January 18, 1843 and grew
up in his little native island (900 by 300 meters) off the coast opposite Dakar. At
that time the island was incredibly overcrowded with some 4,000 inhabitants, a
French naval base and a very busy commercial harbor.

He attended the local

primary school, conducted by the Brothers of Ploermel.
At the age of thirteen he manifested his desire to become a priest and two
years 1ater he was admitted to the junior seminary in Dakar, then still little more
than a fisherman's village, but already becoming the center of the Catholic
missions in that part of Africa.
An excellent student and of irreproachable conduct, he was allowed to go on
to Senegal's senior seminary, the oldest of all extant in Africa, and on July 31, 1864
his dream of becoming a priest was realized when Bp. Kobes ordained him at
Ngasobil.

In August 1867 his long-felt desire to become a member of the

Congregation also became a reality when he pronounced his first vows.
Assigned to Ngasobil, he was tireless in visiting the sick and the dying,
especially during the cholera and yellow fever epidemics that struck the area. Most
of all, however, he loved to give religious instruction, which he did almost daily
early in the morning and after night fall.

It seemed almost fruitless, but he

persevered and others who came after him did the harvesting.
When in 1870 he was posted to Banjul, Gambia, he found there his fellowAfrican priest Fr. Jean Lacombe as his superior and was soon joined by a freshly
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ordained third African, Fr. Gabriel Sene. Ministry there was very different from that
at Ngasobil. Banjul's parish counted some two thousand Catholics, one fourth of
the population, but there were few conversions as the others were mostly Moslems
or belonged to one of the numerous sects in Gambia. His work was to preserve
and deepen the Catholics' faith, and he did it so well that people spoke with
hushed admiration about "the saint" in their midst.
His health had begun to deteriorate a few months after his arrival in Gambia
and he had to go for a rest several times, but he always returned to Banjul until it
became evident that there was no cure for his illness. He then went to Goree,
where his sister took care of him. He died there "in the odor of sanctity," as the
ancient phrase has it, reportedly the first West African priest entirely educated in
Africa and the first to be spoken of as a saint.

One wonders why his cause of

beatification has never been introduced.
Fran9ois Morvan, "Le Pere Guillaume Jouga, Spiritain," Spiritus, Paris, No. 8 aoutoct. 1961, 228-238
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We may mention here also Fr. SAMBA.
ordained a diocesan priest in Rome in 1869.

Born in Banjul, Gambia, he was
We find him stationed in Sierra

Leone in 1873, doing evangelization ministry and bringing about the conversion of
several Protestants.

He was at death's door in November 187 4, but recovered.

Sent to Gambia to recuperate, he had two more attacks of his undiagnosed illness
and entered the hospital in Goree. Another attack while stationed at Joal led to his
departure for France. Aboard ship he became completely blind, but made it to
Paris. A surgeon removed one of his eyes, thereby saving the other. Returning to
Sierra Leone in 1875, he resumed his ministry.

In 1880 we find him back in his

hometown of Banjul, where he died of an inflammation of the lungs on January 9,
1881. (B.G. 10, 129 ff., 403, 654; 12,454).
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Br. M. Liguori MOORE IRELAND SL SPM
*
D. of Kildare
Professed on March 19, 1870 at Chevilly, he was assigned to Sierra Leone.
He arrived there on May 10 of the same year and began serving as a teacher in the
elementary school of the mission at Freetown. For someone tubercular, the climate
was bad, contrary to the then common view, and he repeatedly had to spit blood.
Nonetheless, he continued his work until in March 187 4 he was sent back to
France to recuperate. He was replaced in Sierra Leone by Br. Sabinus Healy.
He was then assigned to St. Pierre and Miquelon, near the coast of
Newfoundland, to teach at the school in St. Pierre. He arrived there, after a few
days in Blackrock, on October 25, 1874 together with Fr. Joseph Oster who was
being transferred from Blackrock to the same destination.
He was no longer listed at St. Pierre in 1875 and appears to have withdrawn
from the Congregation.
B.G. 8,549;9, 739; 10,255,509,917
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Fr. Jacques (or James) RICHERT (or Reichert) 75 ALSACE IRL SL USA F
* February 24, 1843 Boersch
+ October 11, 1918 Pittsburgh, PA
After completing his secondary schooling at Langonnet, he did his senior
seminary studies at Paris and Chevilly, where he was ordained on September 23,
1866. He made his vowed commitment to the Congregation on August 25 of the
following year in Paris.
Appointed to Rockwell, he taught there for five years and was then assigned to
Sierra Leone. Sailing together with Br. M. Eugene Sullivan in 1872, he was placed
at the boys' school in Freetown. Much to his regret, his health could not stand the
climate and, fearing that his weak constitution could not survive the rainy season,
his superiors sent him back to Europe in May 1873.
He was then reassigned to the U.S.A. to assist Fr. Joseph Strub in the
founding of an American Spiritan Province. From 1882 on he taught in France at
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Beauvais until in 1897 he returned to the U.S.A. to serve both in formation and in
pastoral duties.
Having celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination in retirement at
Duquesne in 1916, he died a few weeks before the end of World War One. His
Provincial, Fr. Eugene Phelan, who was not given to excessive compliments,
referred to him in his funeral homily as "the saint of the Province."
B.G. 29,289 f.; SWWW 257; IBN October 11
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Br. Mary Eugene SULLIVAN 40 IRELAND SL GNE LIB
* July 14, 1848 Glauntanefinane,
+ October 20, 1888 Boffa GNE
Ballydesmond, Cork
He entered the Congregation at Blackrock in 1868 and joined the Brothers'
program at Rockwell the following year. Described as good looking, healthy, very
intelligent and well-disciplined he was allowed to make his vows on May 30, 1872.
His first assignment sent him to Sierra Leone to teach in the mission's school
at Freetown.

He did an excellent job there and showed foresight when he

complained that by not opening a high school the Church would run the risk of
having no well-educated laymen to serve in public life.
When he was placed at Boffa on the Rio Pongo (now in Guinea) he built a
jetty, a residence and church and laid out its plantation and vegetable garden,
while also teaching at its school.
In 1881 he was sent to help out in Liberia's mission at Monrovia, but his stay
does not seem to have lasted very long. Returning to Boffa, he resumed his work.
In June 1888 he confessed that he was very tired and felt that his work was
coming to an end. Acute illness began only three days before the valiant and
deeply religious Brother died.
B.G. 14, 787 f.; IBN October 20
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Fr. Louis Charles GOMMENGINGER 48 ALSACE F RUN MRT SL TZA KEN
• April 14, 1842 St. Mortiz
+ October 31, 1890 at sea
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A brother of Fr. Auguste, C.S.Sp., and a nephew of Fr. Ludwig Hilz, C.S.Sp.,
he joined the Congregation in 1858 at Langonnet, was ordained a priest on
September 22, 1866 and made his vows on August 25, 1867 at Chevilly.
After one year at St. Michel's colony for juvenile delinquents in France, he was
sent to Reunion and placed at the Providence Institute for similar delinquents. He
worked there zealously and successfully until riots broke out against the Institute.
Its boys' had gotten a solid technical training and their products were far superior to
the work done by untrained craftsmen.

Father was not a man to be easily

intimidated, but the governor gave in to the rioters' demand that the Institute be
reduced to no more than a dozen apprentices.
Before leaving Reunion for Mauritius, he demonstrated his courage and
leadership on the occasion of a wild fire in the forested mountains. It rapidly
advanced toward St. Bernard's parish church.

Helplessly standing by, the

gendarmes claimed that nothing could be done. His blue eyes blazing, he took
over command and shouted, "Come along and do what I do."

Placing the

gendarmes to the right, the prisoners' gang and their commander to the left, he
took charge of the center and manned it with onlookers.

As no water was

available, everyone helped cutting off green palm branches and creating wide
open fire lanes.

His clothing, hair and beard became scorched, as must have

happened also to the other fire fighters, but by evening the blaze was under control
and St. Bernard's saved.
In 1872 his wish to serve in Africa was granted and he received his
assignment to Sierra Leone. He fell in love at once with this mission and its great
potential, for at that time the Sierra Leone provicariate still encompassed also the
land as far south as the River Volta. He would have loved to open stations among
the Ashanti in present-day Ghana. The right moment, however, had not yet come,
for Great Britain was in the process of seizing the land of the Ashanti. Having taken

-

-

-

---
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over virtually all trading posts along the coast from Assinie to the Volta River, Great
Britain was ready to move inland.
He therefore turned his attention to the basins of the Sierra Leone and Nunes
rivers. Very well received by the local kings, he was offered land at Robiz and
Porto Leko for future stations. After a second voyage in the hinterland, the vicariate
opened a station at Boffa on the Rio Pungo in 1879.
But we are running ahead of events. In September 1874 he had become viceprefect apostolic of Sierra Leone, when ailing Fr. Dhyevre had to return to France.
As such, he was able to go to the land of the Ashanti to study the situation, visiting
the various population centers as far inland as Kumasi, the capital of their kingdom,
and selecting sites for future stations. Nothing would come from that, for the area
was handed over to the S.M.A. Fathers, but in distant future the Spiritans were
destined to return to Ghana.
In 1879, his health undermined, he too, had to leave Africa for recuperation.
Two years later, he sailed back to it accompanied by his younger brother Auguste,
but their destination was the milder climate of East Africa. He is considered the
founder of the Morogoro mission, but also worked in Kenya. Malaria forced him
back to Europe in 1890. He died at sea between Mombasa and Zanzibar.
B.G. 6,961; 11, 353; 15, 842 ff.; Th. Huck, P. Ludwig Karl Gommenginger, Rixheim,
1900, 454 pages; SEAM 51.
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Fr. Gabriel Antoine SENE 62 SENEGAL SEN GMB MLI
* December 25, 1843 Bakel
+ October 10, 1906 St. Louis SEN
Educated at St. Louis, he entered the junior seminary at Dakar and did his
senior seminary studies at Ngasobil. On January 6, 1871 he was ordained to the
priesthood at the age of twenty-eight. He then made his novitiate and pronounced
his vows on January 20, 1873 at Ngasobil.
His first posting after Ngasobil sent him to Gambia's St. Mary's mission in
Banjul, where he became one of the three African priests manning that station
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together with two Irish Brothers. His first stay there does not appear to have been
very long, as his bishop loved to use him to fill gaps all over his domain, but he
returned in 1874 and again in 1884.
In between he evangelized in various localities in Senegal and briefly in
Sudan (now Mali) when that newly founded outpost suffered the loss of three of its
missionaries. From Gambia he was sent back to southern Senegal. His occasional
rest periods were mostly spent at St. Louis, doing local ministry and little tours in
the area.
It was there also that in September 1906 his health broke down and he was
hospitalized for an operation.

He died a month later, leaving the memory of a

model priest, religious and missionary. He was one of the fifteen Africans of the
Senegal prefecture and the Senegambia vicariate who reached the priesthood
before the end of the nineteenth century. Five of these entered the Congregation.
B. G. 23, 833 ff.
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Fr. Francis Joseph ROTH 72 ALSACE RUN SEN SL GMB USA
+ January 6, 1914 Chippewa Falls, WI
* October 12, 1841 Colmar
Ordained on December 21, 1867, he made his vows on August 23, 1868 at
Chevilly, and was assigned to Reunion.
In 1870 we find him at St. Louis, Senegal.

He was then posted to Sierra

Leone, but by November 187 4 he was at St. Mary's, Gambia. Soon after his arrival
he was suddenly struck by blindness and when this affliction continued for several
months, he was transferred to Gon e's hospital.

Cured, he returned to Sierra

Leone, but continued to complain about bad health.
In 1875 he went back to France and obtained an exeat for the U.S.A., where
he served in the Cincinnati diocese.

In 1887 he was readmitted to the

Congregation and from then on engaged mainly in pastoral duties until his
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retirement in 191 O at Ferndale. He died while substituting for an absent pastor in
Chippewa Falls.
SWWW218
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Fr. Louis THUET 48 ALSACE SEN GMB F
* January 4, 1846 Ammerschwir

+ February 3, 1894 Chevilly

He finished his secondary studies at Langonnet in 1867 and then did his
senior seminary studies. Ordained in 1871, he made his commitment to the
Congregation on October 1 of the same year.
Assigned to St. Louis, Senegal, he was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia,
in 187 4, but did not last very long there before returning to Senegal. Illness sent
him from Goree back to France, suffering from anemia and almost blind.
Most of his remaining years were spent in Chevilly, where his resignation and
patience greatly edified the community and the senior seminarians vied for the
honor to serve his daily Mass in the infirmary.
B.G. 17,297 ff.
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Br. Juvenal HEAVIN IRELAND F GMB SL
*
D. of Ardagh?
Professed on September 8, 1867 at Chevilly, he served in France until in late
1872 he was assigned to Gambia. On his arrival at Banjul on March 18, 1873, he
was received with open arms and put to work teaching at the mission's boys
school, taking over part of the task done by the Brs. Edward Flynn and Florentin
Matthews.
In 1879 he was transferred to Sierra Leone, but he was not listed under the
personnel of the vicariate in 1882 and appears to have left Sierra Leone and the
Congregation by that time.
B.G. 6,82;9, 199,467,733; 11,530, 12,534

79
72

Br. Sabinus HEALY IRELAND IRL SL
•
D. of Ossory
He made his novitiate at Rockwell and was admitted to make his vows on July
14, 1872. After serving at Blackrock he received his assignment to Sierra Leone
and sailed together with Fr. Muller from St. Nazaire on the Indus in October 187 4
to Sierra Leone. It became a rough voyage, for this sailship was beset by violent
storms, followed by windless days, and arrived only one month later at Freetown.
He taught for several years at the mission's school in Freetown, where he
replaced Br. M. Liguori, but appears to have left Sierra Leone and the
Congregation around 1883.
B.G. 9,537; 10,255,401; 11,354; 12,535
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Fr. Edmund G. SCHUSTER 46 VIRGIN ISLANDS SL HTI USA PRU
• August 9, 1848 St. Croix
+ January 21, 1895 Lima, PRU
He did his secondary schooling in Martinique's Spiritan college, prefected in
Haiti and did his senior studies in France. He was professed on August 15, 1875 at
Chevilly after his ordination.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on November 16 of the same year,
together with the Senegalese diocesan priest, Fr. Samba. It is difficult to determine
how long he worked there because his name in mentioned only once in the printed
records of Sierra Leone, but by 1881 he was listed as teaching at St. Martial's
College in Haiti, where he was not yet present in December 1877.
In 1892 he went to the U.S.A. for two years of pastoral duties in Bay City, Ml.
Transferred to Lima, Peru, to teach at St. Louis College, he died there of a
misdiagnosed intestinal illness.
8.G. 10,601,654; 17,931 f.; SWWW 115
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Fr. Fran9ois SPEISSER 45 ALSACE SEN GMB
* 1837 Hipsheim

+ July 14, 1882 Ngasobil

In January 1875 we find him at St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia, where he worked
for about one year before returning to Senegal. In January 1879 he was back in
Gambia to help fill the void left by the departure or death of two priests. Six months
later, however, he too, became ill of an inflammation of the chest and had to leave
again.

He was still able to resume his work in Gambia. Called to Ngasobil to

replace an absent priest in 1882, he died there of his illness.
B.G. 10, 117, 636; 11, 564; 12, 416, 450 f.
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Fr. Jean Hildephonse MOLLER 70 ALSACE F TT SL USA SEN GMB
* September 20, 1833 Liebentzwiller
+ September 21, 1903 Banjul
He had completed his secondary schooling in German-speaking Switzerland
when at the age of twenty-four he entered the Congregation in 1857. Having an
excellent background in physical science and mathematics, added to a flair for
doing manual labor expeditiously and accurately, he was almost predestined to
function as bursar and/or mission procurator wherever he would go. After doing his
philosophy at Langonnet, he went to Paris for theology. On April 5, 1862 he was
ordained at Monsivry, where he also made his vows on August 24 of the same
year.
He was then posted to Langonnet as bursar for one year before receiving his
assignment to Trinidad as one of the founding fathers of St. Mary's College,
opened in 1863. His main function was that of bursar. In 1871 he took over the
Diego Martin parish, whose pastor had been brutally murdered, and which he
transformed from a wretched and dispirited condition into a vibrant model parish.
Eleven years in the tropics took their toll and in 187 4 he needed to recuperate.
After serving as bursar in France, feeling fit again, he was reassigned to Sierra
Leone by the end of 1874. He spent some time at Freetown and then was posted to
Boffa on the Rio Pongo in 1876. Now belonging to Guinea, this area was then
being evangelized from Sierra Leone. His task was to build the mission there that
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had remained in the planning stage. Almost single-handedly he built a residence
after cutting trees in the forest, dressing them as planks and transporting them to
their chosen destination. Next, he furnished them with homemade tables, chairs,
etc.
At the same time he tried to get the people interested in becoming Christians,
despite endless trials and tribulations of every kind. In 1881 he was struck by a
violent attack of black water fever. Although he was all alone then, except for one
African boy to look after him, he somehow survived and was repatriated to France
to recuperate.
Three months later, he was transferred to the U.S.A., where his fluency in
three languages would be very useful.

He served mainly in Pittsburgh and

Arkansas but, after three years, once more the climate forced him to return to
France. As soon as he had recovered, he was allowed to go back to his beloved
Africa.
Posted to Dakar as mission procurator in 1889, he did an excellent job and
changed its perennial deficits into a small surplus. Ten years later he went on
leave.

Then in 1900 a yellow fever epidemic struck Senegal and eight of the

missionaries in the area died of the disease. He volunteered to return at once. As
his successor in the procurator's office had died, he resumed his function there.
He was nearly seventy when Bp. Kunemann asked him to go to Gambia to
disentangle the complicated financial situation there as superior and bursar of that
important mission.

He did so willingly and when the local gardener became ill,

replaced him, too, working long hours in the broiling sun.
Finally, he became ill and upon doctor's advice entered the hospital for a rest
even though his condition did not seem to be serious. Carried to the hospital, he
climbed the stairs to the second floor and laid himself to rest.
missionary died there shortly before midnight.
B.G. 22,398 ff.; SWWW 159

The valiant
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Bp. Fran9ois Xavier RIEHL 51 ALSACE IT F SEN GMB
* January 5, 1835 Kuttelsheim
+ July 23, 1886 Chevilly
Having finished his secondary education, he entered the Congregation in
1854. Sent to Rome, he earned a S.T.D. at the Collegio Romano in 1859, made
his novitiate at Monsivry and after his profession returned to Rome as tutor at the
French Seminary. In 1864 he became assistant novice master at Chevilly.
Four years later, his desire to serve in Africa was granted and he was sent to
Senegambia, where he was placed in charge of the senior seminary at Ngasobil.
He learned two local languages well enough to write several manuals in them and
studied another two for future posts to be established in Senegal.
When in the mid-1870s Fr. Lacombe left Gambia, he was named head of St.
Mary's mission at Banjul, where he arrived in February 1876 and remained there
till after Easter 1878.

He provided the community with a healthier place of

residence by remodelling the boys' school and made several fruitful safaris, visiting
the former station at Albreda, as well as Albertstown, Sabidje and up river,
McCarthy Island.
Returning to Senegal, he became vicar general of the bishop and in 1883 his
successor. The hopes that this energetic and zealous missionary would have a
long a fruitful career as bishop were disappointed.

In April 1886 the doctors

ordered him home to France. He died a few months later of pneumonia.
B.G. 11, 329 ff.; 13, 1187 ff.
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Fr. Daniel MULLREADY 27 IRELAND GMB
* October 8, 1850 Moate, Westmeath

+ November 22, 1876

After attending Blackrock, 1865-1871, he went to France for his senior
seminary studies, was ordained there in 1876 and made his commitment to the
Congregation in the same year.
Assigned to Gambia, he sailed on October 5, together with Bp. Fran9ois
Duboin, from St. Nazaire. Ten days after his arrival on November 2, he became ill
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and to the shock of all died of typhoid fever. His death was not due to a local
disease, but

to an illness which he appears to have contracted before his

departure from Ireland. His mother had died of the same disease just before he
left.
His classmate Fr. John O'Keefe offered to go to Gambia to replace him, but
while waiting for the approval of the Superior General he too died at the age of
twenty-five.
B.G. 10, 570; 11, 326 f. IBN November 22
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Fr. Jean Baptiste HUBER 32 ALSACE SL GNE
+ February 28, 1882 Freetown SL
* April 29, 1850 Reschwoog
After completing his secondary schooling at Langonnet, he did his senior
studies at Chevilly. Ordained on December 28, 1875, he made his vows on August
27 of the following year and was assigned to Sierra Leone.
After some time at Freetown, he was posted in November 1877 to Boffa on the
borders of the Rio Pongo, a place now in Guinea but then being evangelized from
Sierra Leone. It was a new station, of which Fr. Jean MOiier was in charge, and
where everything still needed to be done. Just then Fr. MOiier became seriously ill
and Fr. Huber had to take over. With two boys and all the furnishings for the station
he set out on a small vessel that was going his way. Unfortunately it was wrecked
by its inept crew, most of his luggage perished, but no lives were lost.
He resolutely set to work clearing the ground, building a chapel, residence
and school, which soon counted some forty boys. It took a year before he received
Fr. Joseph Lutz as a companion and fellow-worker, but he laid a solid foundation
for the future St. Joseph's parish that still exists today. He learned the local Soso
language, so that he could personally instruct the children and his happiest days
were when he baptized them and gave them their first Communion.
Meanwhile his health began to suffer from weekly bouts of fever and it was
decided to let him return to France for recuperation.

Going to Freetown on
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February 18, 1882 to await transportation, he became gravely ill and died piously
in the Lord ten days later.
B.G. 11, 371; 12,264 ff.
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Fr. Jakob HAAS 38 GERMANY GMB SL
* October 23, 1851 Mendt, Westerwald

+ July 24, 1889 Bad Ems, D

He and his brother Johann were among the first students admitted in 1856 to
the junior seminary the Congregation had opened in the old abbey of Marienstatt,
Germany. In 1870 he went to Chevilly for his senior studies. Then the FrancoPrussian War of the same year broke out and he fled via Langonnet to Rockwell in
Ireland. There he became the guardian angel of the young German seminarians
who were sent to Ireland when Bismarck began to threaten the Congregation with
expulsion, alleging that the Spiritans were disguised Jesuits. Returning to Chevilly
in 1876, he was ordained on March 3, 1877 and made his vows in August of the
same year.
He was then assigned to Senegambia and, after a brief stay in Senegal,
because of his fluency in English, posted to Gambia. Six weeks after his arrival he
preached his first sermon in Wolof. His main work, however, became the education
of the children in the mission school and he excelled so much that even in his first
year his pupils earned several prizes in the annual competitive examination for all
schools in Banjul. When not teaching he engaged in ministry among Protestants
who came to challenge him and did it so well that each year several of them
became converts.
After seven years in Gambia he was sent home for recuperation. He used his
time to gather funds for a new station in what is now Cameroon. When this project
fell through for political reasons he was reassigned to Sierra Leone and stationed
in Freetown. He worked there with his usual zeal for three years. Then his voice
gave out and he was sent back to Europe, where his disease was diagnosed as
incurable tuberculosis of the larynx.

Using his remaining months to write a

grammar of the Dioba language, he died piously in the Lord.
B.G. 15,382 ff.; Rath 25; IBN July 24
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Fr. Phiippe COSGROVE IRELAND SL
*
D. of Kilmore
Professed, after his ordination, at Chevilly on August 27, 1877, he was
assigned to Sierra Leone, where he was stationed at Freetown. The records are
silent about his work except to say that he served as official chaplain to the British
military and their hospital. Returning to Europe in late 1879, he was reassigned to
Guadeloupe and sailed to his destination on February 6, 1880.

He left the

Congregation soon after. Father died in 1915 in Dublin, leaving a bequest of £700
for the Sierra Leone mission, in which he had never lost interest.
B.G. 10, 844; 11, 355, 565,631; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Joseph LUTZ 42 ALSACE SL GNE NGA
* January 8, 1853 Dauendorf

+ December 17, 1895 Merville, F

The son of a well-to-do family which gave four of their children to the service of
the Church, including his brother, Fr. Emile, C.S.Sp., he did his secondary
schooling at the junior seminary of Strasbourg. After entering the Congregation at
Chevilly in 1871, he was ordained there on December 23, 1876 and made his
vows on August 26 of the following year.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he ministered mostly at Freetown's hospital,
gaining universal sympathy for the way he carried out his ministry especially
among the native population. After a brief respite to regain his strength in 1881, he
returned to Sierra Leone to resume his work.
Soon after he received a new assignment and was posted to Boffa on the Rio
Pongo as in charge of that station. The moment was not very propitious, for soon
after his arrival war broke out between the natives of Rio Pongo and a neighboring
chief. It made numerous victims, but there was no doctor to assist the wounded.
Father became his substitute: he sterilized their wounds, extracted bullets with
primitive instruments and managed to save many lives in this way, thereby gaining
great respect among the people.
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Next, a revolt broke out against the French military post in the area. King Katty
was on the verge of attacking that tiny unfortified post, manned by eight soldiers,
with fifty warriors. At its commander's request, Fr. Lutz came to the rescue and
managed to convince King Katty that he would have to face the full wrath of France
if he did so.

Katty called off his warriors and publicly made his peace with the

commander of the post.
In February 1885 Father had to return to France again for recuperation. Later
in that year he was assigned to head the establishment of a new mission in
Southern Nigeria.

Overcoming all difficulties, he succeeded in that assignment.

He became the founding father of the flourishing Church now existing in that part of
the country.
Exhausted by his labors and afflicted by all kinds of illnesses, the valiant
apostle returned to France in 1894 and died a holy death the following year at the
college of Merville.
B.G. 18, 211 ff.; 241 ff.; SNM 1
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Fr. Fran9ois P. RENOUX 42 ALSACE SEN GMB
• October 24, 1836 Tretudans

+ October 5, 1878 Banjul

He entered the Congregation in 1858, did his senior seminary studies and
made his vows, after ordination, on August 27, 1865.
Assigned to Senegambia, he labored for thirteen years in Senegal, most of
the time at Ngasobil as director of African seminarians and religious Sisters. In
1878 he was posted to St. Mary's mission at Banjul, Gambia, to replace Fr.
Fran9ois Riehl as the local head of this station.

He arrived there a few weeks

before Fr. Riehl's departure on April 11 and quickly gained the people's sympathy
by his gentleness and charity.
Great was the dismay when a few months after his arrival he became ill with
fever and died a week later. Then Sister Claire, who had taken care of him in his
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illness, also died. Fearing a yellow fever epidemic, many fled the town, but the
doctor put them at ease by pointing out that Father had died of a heart attack.
B.G. 206 ff., 336
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Fr. Leopold DIOUF SENEGAL SEN GMB MU
* February 28, 1850
After his ordination he was admitted to profession on August 3, 1875 and then
received his assignment to Senegambia. He engaged there in the evangelization
of the surrounding area and in 1877 made a long safari to neighboring kingdoms,
finding the people well-disposed.
In 1878 we find him at St. Mary's, Gambia, where after the death of Fr.
Franc;ois Renoux he replaced him temporarily as head of this mission. By then St.
Mary's counted some 2,000 parishioners; baptisms ran to over one hundred a year
and Easter communions amounted to two hundred, a number that had been slowly
increasing as the years went by.
After his return to Senegal at an undetermined time, we find him listed as in
charge of the Fadiout station from 1885 on until he was posted to Kita, a new
mission in the French Sudan (now Mali) in 1889.

He appears to have left the

Congregation soon after his arrival there.
B.G. 10, 570; 11, 307 ff., 336 f.; 12, 451 ff.; 15, 140, 427
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Br. Alexis LE DOT FRANCE SL F
* June 1, 1855 Pontouse, near Quimper
He was professed on September 8, 1876 at Chevilly and two years later
assigned to Sierra Leone.
After spending some time in Freetown he went to the new St. Joseph's
mission at Boffa on the Rio Pongo (River). Together with two other Brothers he
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taught there in the elementary boys school, limited to reading, writing, arithmetic,
grammar and geography.

The teaching was done in French, which can be

explained by pointing out that the area's colonial status was not yet settled and
later assigned to France as part of Guinea. At any rate, it was evangelized from the
Sierra Leone vicariate.
Ten years later he returned to France where he served in various localities
until he left the Congregation in 1890.
B.G. 10,845; 12, 13,535;937
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Fr. Louis RIDET 34 FRANCE
* 1850 D. of Autun

SEN GMB

+ July 23, 1884 Banjul

One of the thirty young priests who made their vows on August 24, 1879 at
Chevilly, he was twenty-nine years old when he received his assignment to
Senegambia.
He sailed for his destination on October 20 of the same year. Bp. Franyois
Duboin posted him at once to St. Mary's mission in Banjul, Gambia to assist the
Fathers Alois Meyer and Jakob Haas. His work was mostly confined to the Banjul
area, but on one occasion when he was on a two week break at Cape St. Mary's
he made use of his leave to visit some villages in that neighborhood during which
he was able to baptize a dozen people on their deathbed.
Suffering from tuberculosis, he died after a brief acute stage of his illness.
B.G. 11,518; 12,452; 13,388,708
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Br. Hubert (Johann) GRUNENWALD 24 GERMANY SEN GMB
* February 8, 1858 Wormstett, East Prussia
+ October 27, 1882 Ngasobil
He joined the Congregation in 1876 and made his vows on September 8,
1876 at Chevilly.
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Assigned to Senegambia, he served in Senegal until in January 1879 he was
posted to Gambia to assist Br. Florentin Matthews. He did this so well that Florentin
was able to go for a year of needed rest in Goree. After his return, Br. Hubert went
to Ngasobil.

Only twenty-four years old, he died there during a yellow fever

epidemic.
B.G. 11, 12, 141,257,452;602;Rath, 14
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Br. M. Amand BRIDE 63 FRANCE SEN GMB
* February 14, 1821 Chaveria,
+ February 8, 1885 Sedhiou, SEN
D. of St. Claude
He had belonged to a small congregation, disbanded at Monceil in 1848, but
found refuge at Libermann's community in Notre Dame du Gard.

He made. his

novitiate in 1849 before sailing on September 8, 1850 to the Vicariate of the Two
Guineas.
For more than thirty-four years he labored in Senegambia, notably at Bakel. In
1879 he went to Gambia to supervise the enlargement of St. Mary's Church,
Banjul, and the remodeling of the dilapidated structure that had been erected in
1851, as well as the rectory.
When his work was finished around 1881 he returned to Senegal, where the
faithful Brother went peacefully and almost without agony to the Lord.
B.G. 12,453 ff.; 13, 647
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Fr. Eugene Louis BACKES 33 FRANCE SL
* April 1, 1847 Selley, Ain

+ August 11, 1880 at sea

Of German extraction, he spent several years in that country, but moved to
Paris when he was ten years old and became a skilled worker. Being an
exemplary and zealous young man, he felt attracted to the priesthood and studied
Latin at night. In 1871 he was accepted as a student and prefect at Cellule and
four years later began his senior studies. Ordained on October 27, 1878 at

--
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Chevilly, where he made his vows on August 17, 1879 at the age of thirty-two, and
was assigned to Sierra Leone.
Embarking on September 31 of the same year on a sailing vessel at St.
Nazaire, he arrived thirty-eight days later at Freetown. At once he began to learn
English so that he could effectively function in that colony.
On August 10 of the following year, he was sent to Rio Pongo for two months
to replace Fr. Jean Huber. A coastal vessel was to bring him to his destination.
The following day at 11 :00 A.M. a fierce whirlwind capsized the cutter.

Next, a

wave overturned the little lifeboat. All twelve people on board drowned, except the
captain, who reached the shore after swimming all night. No bodies where found
-~--

when rescuers went to the sunken vessel.
B. G. 11, 811 ff.

89

Fr. Alois MEYER 43 ALSACE SEN GMB

* October 9, 1843 Andlau

+ January 2, 1887 Braga, PTG

After finishing his secondary schooling at Cellule he began his senior studies
in Paris in 1862. Ordained in September 1866 during his novitiate, he made his
vowed commitment to the Congregation on August 25, 1867 and was assigned to
Senegambia.
Posted to Ngasobil to get used to Africa, he quickly learned the Wolof
language and began to evangelize the surrounding area. He was then stationed at
Goree. The island was populated by some 3,000 people, of whom two-thirds were
Catholic; two schools educated boys and girls and a large military hospital served
both soldiers and civilians.

Thus his days there were fully occupied with his

ministry to the faithful, but he also went after the "lost sheep" among the nonCatholic population.
In 1879 he was transferred to Gambia in St. Mary's mission, Banjul to replace

--

Fr. Fran9ois Speisser as its superior.
which had become broken down

and

He enlarged and remodelled its church,
too small.

Generous donations from
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Catholic and Protestant traders helped the work done by the volunteer parishioners
who wished to share in rebuilding the house of God in their midst.

By the mid-

1880s his parish counted some 2,500 faithful, but Banjul had grown and there were
also 3,000 Protestants, mainly Methodists, 2,000 Moslems, and an unspecified
number of people adhering to traditional religions. All understood Wolof and it was
in that language that he exercised his ministry.
In 1882 he built a large new school for girls and staffed it with mostly Irish
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny; they had come to replace the Blue Sisters of Castres
who lacked English-speaking members.
Suffering from anemia, he went to France in 1884, but returned to Gambia not
yet fully recovered six months later. In November 1886 the doctor ordered him
home. To avoid the rigors of the winter, it was decided that he would spend that
time in the milder climate of Portugal. Welcomed at Braga, he died about one
month later when intestinal troubles added themselves to his pulmonary
congestion.
B.G. 9, 712 ff.; 12,453 ff.; 13,697 ff., 1378 ff.
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Fr. Antoine WENGER 64 ALSACE F TZA SL SEN HTI
+ May 9, 1908 Chevilly
* January 3, 1844 Bergheim
After his classical studies at Cellule, he did his theology at Chevilly, where he
was ordained in November 1869 and made his vows on August 28, 1870. His first
assignment kept him in France as bursar of the St. llan's boys home.
From 1875 on he worked in East Africa, first as bursar at Zanzibar and later as
local superior of the mission.

In 1877 he was chosen to open a new station at

Mhonda on the mainland. He did so, but was so exhausted that he had to be sent
back to France.
When he had recovered, he was reassigned to Sierra Leone and sailed on
October 20, 1880 to Freetown. He had to learn English and did so sufficiently well
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to give his first sermon in it three months later. In the year 1881 he was happy to
baptize sixty of his well-prepared neophytes.
The following year he was posted to St. Louis, Senegal, as chaplain to its
hospital and its local garrison, until he became pastor at Rufisque in 1885.
Two years later he was reassigned to Haiti, where he labored for two decades
at Petionville in a sparsely populated mountain region, visiting widely scattered
little villages to take care of his well-meaning but religiously ignorant flock.
Exhausted, he returned to France to rest at Langonnet in 1904. Feeling fit to
work again in 1908, he accepted to serve as pastor at Orly, near Paris, but after a
few weeks he had to enter the infirmary at Chevilly and then died a saintly death of
cancer.
N.B. 3,307 ff.; SEAM 29
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Fr. Blaise HASSLER 64 ALSACE
* February 3, 1853 Blodelsheim

SL GNE F

+ July 28, 1919 Chevilly

A farmers's son, he did his secondary schooling at Langonnet, followed by his
senior seminary studies, and then went in 1879 to Chevilly, where he was ordained
and made his vows in August of the following year.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he was posted to Boffa on the Rio Pongo, a place
that was being evangelized by the Sierra Leone vicariate. His stay there was short,
for one year after his arrival he was recalled to France.
He served there devotedly and competently for the remainder of his life at
Mesnieres as director of the junior seminary, at Chevilly as bursar and at
Langonnet as superior.
later.
B.G. 29,417 ff.

Going to Paris for hospital care, he died a few months
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Fr. Jean Baptiste RAIMBAUL T 38 FRANCE SL GNE
* September 21, 1857 Jallais, D. of Angers
+ November 14, 1892 Paris
One of the four children out of six born to his parents who joined a religious
order, he nonetheless dismayed them when he expressed the hope of becoming a
missionary. He was sixteen when at last he was allowed to go to Langonnet to
complete his secondary education. Ordained on November 21, 1880 at Chevilly,
he made his vows on April 28, 1881.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he spent some time at Freetown and learned
English, and was then posted to Boffa on the Rio Pongo, where he learned the
Soso language and became so proficient in it that he was able to publish a
grammar, dictionary and catechism in 1885, which earned him a substantial grant
from Senegal's government. Tirelessly he went around visiting the people and
speaking to them about God and Jesus.
The "bilious fevers" of West Africa did not spare him and in 1885 he had to go
to France for recuperation, but he was able to return to the Rio Pongo later in the
same year. The year 1886 saw struggles between competing chieftains for control
over an area whose local potentate had died. As usual, these struggles resulted in
incursions and pillage, stopping trade with the interior.

The Islamic overlord at

Timbo then wanted to restore order and marched with an army of 30,000, which
devoured everything in its path. He summoned King John Katty of Rio Pongo to
appear before him with all his chieftains. Fearing the worst, King John asked Fr.
Raimbault to accompany him. He did so, was very well received by the overlord
and somehow persuaded him to go home with his army.
In 1890 he opened a new station at Conakry, built its first school and
residence and then a convent and school for the Sisters, in spite of recurrent
fevers. His health, however, was definitely broken and in July 1892 he was sent
back to France. He died a few months later, leaving the memory of a zealous priest
and missionary and an exemplary religious.
B.G. 14, 340 ff.; 16, 763 ff., 802 ff.
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Fr. Louis Albert ROLLE 55 FRANCE F SL GNE ANG
+ December 8, 1907 Lisbon, PTG
* November 14, 1852 Saumur, D. of Anger
Of Alsatian descent, he entered the Congregation's senior seminary at
Langonnet in 1874. Having been ordained a priest during his novitiate, he made
his vows on August 23, 1879 at Chevilly and was then posted to Merville to teach
and preach.
In 1881 he was assigned to Senegambia but, as an epidemic was just then
going on, his departure for Africa was delayed until January 1882 when he was
reassigned to Sierra Leone. On arrival in Freetown, he was posted to Rio Pongo
(Boffa). His work there came to an end when in July 1883 illness caused his return
to France.
The following year he went to Angola, where he labored hard at Huila until in
1890 his health broke down and imposed his return to France. After six years of
teaching there he thought he was able to go back to Huila in 1896.

Totally

exhausted, he was sent back once more to France three years later. Hoping to
recover in Portugal's milder climate, he went to Lisbon in 1907. He died there of
liver cancer six months later.
N.B. 3,201 ff.
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Fr. Thomas COYLE 36 IRELAND SL
* November 7, 1847 Crossdrum, Oldcastle
D. of Meath

+ May 25, 1884 Freetown

For ten years he had been principal of the national school at Beltransa when
he answered a circular asking him to foster vocations among his students by
requesting that he himself be accepted. He was, did one year of additional
secondary studies and then prefected for four years at Blackrock. Sent to France in
1878 for his senior seminary studies, he was ordained and made his vows on
Easter Sunday April 9, 1882 at Chevilly.
He then received his assignment to Sierra Leone and sailed a few days later.
Stationed at Freetown, he proved to be a tireless and very successful catechist in
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the Lord's vineyard. Then, two years after his arrival, typhoid fever carried him to
his grave. Two thousand people paid their respect to him by attending his funeral.
B.G. 13, 290; IBN May 25
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Fr. Louis Auguste LORBER 71 ALSACE F LIB SL GNE D B
* August 24, 1854 Ebersheim
+ February 27, 1926 Paris
He entered the Congregation in 1871 as a philosophy student at Langonnet
and made his vows on August 27, 1876. At the very unusual age of less than
22-1/2 years, he was ordained on December 23 of the same year. Though young,
he excelled when he was appointed director of the junior seminary of Cellule.
Six years later he asked to be relieved of that function because, contrary to the
view of almost everyone, he considered himself utterly incapable of holding a
position of authority, because he was a man who strove for perfection in everything
he did.
In 1883 he was assigned to Sierra Leone, a mission which then also covered
Liberia. Its superior, Fr. Blanchet, took him along to Monrovia, where they landed
in February 1884. A few weeks later, Blanchet returned to Sierra Leone and left
him in charge of Liberia. There were only two Catholics in Monrovia. Protestants
opposed the "Popists" loudly and strongly and he tried to deal with that. He built a
small chapel, opened a school and acquired land for a residence.

Additional

Catholics were found in the surrounding area, so that six months later his little flock
counted twenty members. Then a fire damaged the mission and most of his food
supplies were consumed by the flames.
Fevers came next and in January 1885 he was so exhausted that he had to go
to Sierra Leone for a rest. Fr. Blanchet was building St. Edward's Church there in
spite of sectarian opposition. Fr. Lorber got involved in that struggle and in no time
his exhaustion forced him to go to Europe to recuperate. In 1892 he returned to
Sierra Leone.

When Fr. Blanchet resigned as head of Sierra Leone mission

Lorber became willy nilly his successor.
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For nearly a year he worked incessantly at Freetown, visited all the stations
attached to it and built a residence for the Sisters at Sherbro.

Once more

exhausted, he sought recuperation in Europe in December 1893.
The following year, he who did not want to be at the head of a mission was
named its head at Conakry, Guinea, which in 1897 became a separate prefecture.
He survived five years of hard work and troubles there, opened a new station at
Tombo, another one at Boke and explored a new area for another station at a
future date.
Suffering from anemia and stubborn enteritis, he was declared unfit for the
tropics by the doctor and ordered home in 1899. His twenty-six remaining years
were spent in Europe as superior of the new junior seminary opened at Sabern,
then in Germany, and from 1908 on in various places in France, except for the
years 1911-1913, when he served as superior of the Spiritan community in
Louvain, Belgium. He remained active almost until the end of his life, still trying to
do everything as perfectly as possible.
B. G. 32, 553 ff.
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Fr. Pierre BOURZIEX 29 FRANCE LIB
* November 22, 1857 St.-Gervazy, Puy-de-Dome

+ February 11, 1887 France

Professed on August 26, 1883 after his ordination, he was assigned to Sierra
Leone with the specific task of joining the Spiritan missionaries who were to make
a second attempt to open a mission in Liberia. Both President Johnson of that
country and the Holy See had asked the Congregation to do so.
On September 1, 1883 he embarked at Marseille and via Sierra Leone went
to Monrovia. As soon as he arrived, he began learning English and then the native
Kroo language. He learned Kroo so rapidly that he was soon able to translate the
catechism into it as well as various prayers and hymns. He also wrote a dictionary
of the language. In the Krootown settlement near Monrovia he opened a chapel
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and began to give religious instruction to the people.

As no history of Liberia

existed, he gathered the necessary information about it from the beginning of the
slave traffic period as a work to be used in Liberia's schools. It was published in
1887.
By then he was back in France, for the "fevers" had exhausted him.

Still

dreaming of plans for his beloved Liberia, he died there some months after his
arrival.
B.G. 13, 750 ff.; 14, 29 f., 383 f.; Bane, op, cit,. 89 f.
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Fr. Charles LAENGST 41 GERMANY LIB USA
* April 5, 1858 Meckelbeurem, Wurttemberg
+ September 5, 1899 Morrilton, AR
After his junior studies in a Cistercian school at Meherau, he opted for the
Congregation in 1876. As the Spiritans at that time had been expelled from
Germany, he was sent to Rockwell, Ireland, to complete his secondary schooling.
Three years later he went to Chevilly, where after his ordination he made his vows
on August 24, 1884.
Destined for Liberia, he sailed on September 27 from Liverpool to join the
struggling community at Monrovia. He labored there zealously, but when he was
struck for the third time in eight months by a "bilious fever" he was shipped out of
the country to save his life in 1886.
After recovering in France, he was assigned to the U.S.A., where he worked
"with great piety, zeal and devotion" among immigrants in Spiritan-staffed parishes.
Prematurely burned out, he died after a final attack of "bilious fever."
B.G. 20,231 f.; IBN September 5; SWWW 137
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Fr. Patrick FRAWLEY 36 IRELAND SL
* January 15, 1853 Mahoonagh, Limerick

+ August 2, 1889 Freetown

Held back from pursuing his vocation by the need to help his family, he
worked in a store in Limerick until he was twenty-two. After attending Rockwell for
three years, he studied philosophy at Langonnet, 1878-1881, began theology at
Rockwell and finished it in Chevilly. He was ordained there and made his vows
together with twenty-seven others on August 24, 1884.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he arrived in Freetown in October of the same year
and at once set to work. He acted as military chaplain, but most of his time was
spent giving religious instruction. He excelled in that work of evangelization and
earned the highest praise from his beloved Africans, who referred to him as
"another Father Coyle."
His health had never been very good and in March 1888 he returned to
Ireland to recuperate. He fretted about his mission, collected funds for it, but his
health did not improve. Despite this, he begged and at last obtained a reluctant
permission to go back to Sierra Leone, where he wanted to die. He was buried
there nine months later next to Fr. Thomas Coyle.
B.G. 15,491 ff.; IBN August 2
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Br. Mary Colman HARAN 39 IRELAND IRL LIB
* October 30, 1846 Cloves, Monaghan

+ April 26, 1885 Monrovia

At the age of twenty-six he entered Blackrock's junior seminary, but soon after
opted for the brotherhood. Professed on September 8, 187 4 at Blackrock he
served there faithfully for ten years.
When in 1884 a new attempt was made to open a mission in Liberia, his wish
to join the team assigned to that country was granted and on September 27 of the
same year he sailed together with Fr. Charles Laengst from Liverpool to Monrovia.
Teaching at the school the Spiritans opened there became his assignment.
His unusual name Mary Colman made him the butt of sectarian ministers when
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postal workers discovered that a person called Mary was living in the priests'
residence and rashly concluded that a woman lived there with them.
The frequently ailing Brother was not meant for the tropics, and it was decided
to return him to Europe, but he died suddenly, while waiting for a ship, half a year
after his arrival.
B.G. 13, 751, 760; IBN April 26
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Fr. Jean WIRA 36 ALSACE SL GNE
* August 6, 1851 Bisel

+ June 27, 1887 Sangha GNE

He had trouble keeping up with his studies in the junior seminary at
Langonnet, where he was nicknamed St. Wira because of his scrupulous
adherence of the rules and teased all too often by his fellow students because of
his ingenuousness, but he took it all in good stead and persevered. At the end of
his senior studies and after his ordination during his novitiate year he made his
vows on August 24, 1884 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on September 27 of the same year from
Liverpool, accompanied by two other Fathers and one Brother and was posted to
Boffa on the Rio Pongo. There the simpleton underwent a wonderful
transformation. He proved to possess in a masterful way all the qualities needed
by a missionary:

he was pious, zealous, wholly committed to his work, patient,

persevering and always ready to go, come torrential rain or sunshine, wherever he
could do some good.
In January 1887 he set out together with Br. Jacques Ott to open a new station
at Sangha. Needless to say, it was a laborious undertaking. He crisscrossed the
area to become familiar with the people and gained great sympathy.

A large

collection of his homilies in the Soso language testifies to his steadfast efforts to
make himself understood by his flock. And when he was at home people would
know where to find him: on his knees in the chapel.
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That chapel was very humid and may have contributed to the rapid
deterioration of his weak chest. Children went to Boffa to tell the Fathers there that
he was dying. One of them arrived in time to anoint him and prepare him for death.
A few hours later the tireless missionary went to his heavenly reward.
B.G. 14,237 f., 264 ff.
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Br. Jacques OTT ALSACE SL GNE
* June 14, 1867 D. of Strasbourg
He made his first vows on September 8, 1885 at Chevilly and was assigned to
Sierra Leone. Together with Fr. Joseph Lutz, he sailed on October 8 of the same
year from Liverpool and was posted to the Rio Pongo station, where he was
attached to the school.
In March 1886 he accompanied Fr. Jean Raimbault on an exploratory trip up
the river to the mountainous area of Sangha, where they visited the village of
Kakile and the prospect of establishing a post seemed favorable.
In October of the same year he went with Br. Alexis Le Dot and a group of
school boys on a one day outing to a little island in the Rio Pongo, where they saw
themselves suddenly surrounded by heavily armed men who threatened to kill
them because they suspected them of being behind the devastation of their area by
a rival tribe. They came very close to doing so, but fortunately just then another
tribesman who knew Br. Alexis arrived, greeted him as a friend and told the
astonished would-be murderers about all the presents he had received from the
Brother. When a second man appeared on the scene to shake hands with the
Brother, the leader of the band was convinced of the friendly disposition of the two
Brothers and told them to be at ease; no one would harm them. Giving the chief a
bottle, the two school masters were let go. Needless to say, they did not linger any
longer and returned to Boffa.
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In January of the following year, Br. Jacques returned to Sangha together with
Fr. Jean Wira to open a post there. After the death of Fr. Jean Wira in June 1887,
the station was temporarily closed and Br. Jacques returned to Boffa. In August
1888 he suffered an attack of black water fever, but was saved by the use of a
newly discovered remedy.

Sent to Freetown, he had another attack and was

ordered back to France, where he arrived on October 10.
Having recovered, he returned to Sierra Leone on April 13, 1889 and was
posted again to Rio Pongo. This time he was able to serve there for four years until
his health forced him to leave Africa for good. Arriving in Paris on May 12, 1893, he
worked at St. llan and Chevilly until around 1896 he appears to have left the
Congregation.
B.G. 13, 832, 880; 14, 337 f., 346 ff.; 722; 15, 182, 450; 16, 879, 1005, 1011;
E.P. 7,3
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Fr. Joseph GLEESON 36 IRELAND GMB
• May 10, 1855 Garryard, Silvermines, Tipperary

+ October 17, 1891 Dakar

He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1871-1891, and prefected
there for three years while doing his philosophy studies. Going to Chevilly for
theology, he was ordained there in 1884 and made his vows on August 24 of the
same year.
Assigned to Senegambia, he sailed from Liverpool on December 14, 1884
and was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul in Gambia. His first task was the chaplaincy of
the prison and of the hospital. The prison ministry appealed especially to him. He
began inviting the inmates to his weekly religious instruction. The first week only
three came, the second six, the third twelve, and the fourth fifteen. " If it goes on like
this," he wrote, "pretty soon everyone will come."
His main task, however, was to look after the schools, which he defended
against attacks by competing sectarian schools.

In this also he was very

successful. Unquestionably, the Catholic schools were far superior to the others
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and several Protestant authorities in Gambia did not hesitate to bestow their
praises on them.
In September 1891 he went to Dakar for his annual retreat. While waiting for a
ship to carry him back to Gambia, he was seized by a fever. His temperature rose
to 44 celsius (110 ° F), a degree the doctors had never seen before.
injection proved fruitless.

A quinine

He died rather suddenly a few days after being

transported to the dispensary of the Sisters.
B.G. 16,281 ff.: IBN October 17
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We may mention here also Fr. Sebastian GIGUE, an African diocesan priest,
who in the mid-1880s worked in Gambia, especially among Wolof speaking
people.
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Fr. Andre FEGER 61 ALSACE LIB GNE SL F HTI USA
+ August 18, 1923 Langonnet F
* June 6, 1862 Stotzheim
Having lost both parents in his early years, he grew up in an orphanage until
at the age of fifteen he entered the junior seminary at Cellule. In 1881 he went to
Chevilly for his senior studies and was professed, after his ordination, on August
29, 1886.
Assigned to Sierra Leone he was destined for the Monrovia mission in Liberia,
opened in 1884.

On October 4, 1886 he sailed from Lisbon to his destination.

Death and disease were demanding a heavy toll among the missionaries there, but
he was one of the survivors who in 1888 fell back on Sierra Leone. He was then
posted to Boffa in the Sierra Leone vicariate and subsequently chosen for the new
station to be opened at Sherbro, near Freetown. When this project failed, he was
sent to Sangha around 1889 for another attempt to open a station.
During his four years in Africa he frequently suffered from various fevers,
among them four attacks of the dreaded black water fever and one of yellow fever.
Sent to Europe, he arrived there in January 1891, but after a year of rest and
recuperation, he went back to the Sierra Leone vicariate and was placed at
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Conakry as head of the local mission. This time it was dysentery that forced him
first to go to Freetown for a rest and then again to Europe in late 1894.
After two years in France, he sailed to Haiti. It soon became evident that no
tropical climate was suitable for him and in 1898 he was reassigned to the U.S.A.
He served there for another twenty-three years, first as a tireless and zealous
pastor in Arkansas, followed ten years later by being an assistant at St. Mary's,
Detroit. In 1923, too weak to visit his relatives in Alsace, he returned at Langonnet,
where he died later in the same year.
B.G. 31, 494 ff.; SWWW 301
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Fr. Martin Joseph SUTTER 47 ALSACE SL GNE
* November 8, 1860 Herlisheim
+ June 8, 1908 Conakry, GNE
In 1876 he went to Cellule for his secondary education. After attending
Chevilly for his senior seminary studies, he was ordained there on November 1,
1885 and made his vows on August 29 of the following year.
Assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate, he sailed from Marseille on November
16, 1886 and reached Freetown two weeks later. As he was posted to Rio Pongo
(Boffa), he took a coastal vessel and arrived at his destination on Christmas Eve.
Like most newcomers he was placed in charge of the children, learning from them
the Soso language while supervising them and giving them instructions.
The tropical fevers did not spare him and he also developed stomach troubles.
Sent to Freetown for a rest, he learned the English spoken by Africans there, which
would also be very useful to him in the Rio Pongo area.

His fever, however,

persisted and the doctors declared him unfit for the tropics. To their great surprise
and to his delight that declaration was followed by his complete cure and he but
rarely developed a tropical fever thereafter. He then resumed his ministry in Rio
Pongo.
In May 1889 he became the head of the Boffa mission.

His reputation for

kindness spread through the region. Everyone wanted to see him and speak with
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the priest whom they simply referred to as "the man of God." For the Fathers and
Brothers in Boffa he built a large stone residence, which greatly helped to preserve
their health.
From 1898 till 1903 he was absent from Boffa and mostly stationed at Conakry
as interim head of the apostolic prefecture of Guinea.

He then returned to his

beloved Boffa.
Though free from fevers, he suffered for many years from an affliction of the
spleen and liver, in addition to boils that tortured him several times each year.
Exhausted, he went for a rest at Conakry, where he used his time to compose a
dictionary of the Soso language.
In May 1908 he was forced to go to bed with dysentery. After a month of great
pain, he died piously in the Lord. The entire population contributed to a monument
on his grave, bearing the inscription, "He went around doing good."
N. 8. 3, 327 ff.
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We may mention here also Fr. Charles GU RI N, who in late 1886 arrived as
acting superior of the Gambia mission after the departure of ailing Fr. Alois Meyer
and in May 1897 returned to Senegal.
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Fr. Fran9ois Joseph MASSART 33 FRANCE F HTI SEN GMB
* January 13, 1854 Enguinegatte, D. of Arras
+ December 3, 1887 Banjul GMB
He had done one year of theology at his diocesan seminary when he entered
the Congregation's senior seminary at Langonnet. After his ordination to the
priesthood, he made his vows on August 24, 1879. Assigned at first to teach at
Langonnet, he went the following year to Haiti to teach at St. Martial College.
In 1886 he was transferred to Senegal where he arrived in February of that
year at St. Louis. At once he applied himself to study the local Wolof and Bambara
languages so that he could evangelize more people.
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In May 1887 he was posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, in Gambia, to replace Fr.
Charles Guerin. Nothing indicated that he was close to the end of his life, but on
December 2 a violent fever seized him in the afternoon. He died the following day,
leaving the memory of a zealous priest and charitable confrere.
B.G. 14,428 f.; 15,411
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Br. Tobias (James) HOGAN 56 IRELAND IRL GMB USA TT
* June 19, 1861 Ballylooby, Tipperary
+ March 8, 1918 Rockwell
He entered the Congregation at the age of twenty-one at Rockwell and made
his vows there on August 24, 1884. After serving there for three years, he
volunteered for Africa and was assigned to Gambia in 1887.
Posted to St. Mary's mission, Banjul, he taught at the boys' primary school to
the full satisfaction of Bp. Magloire Barthel. Unfortunately, his health broke down in
1893 and he had to return to Ireland.
The following year he was posted to the U.S.A. to assist Br. Celsus McCabe,
teaching at St. Peter Claver grade school for African-American boys in
Philadelphia. In 1901 we find him in Trinidad, where for fifteen years he was in
charge of maintenance at St. Mary's College.

Suffering from advanced

tuberculosis he returned to Ireland in 1916 and died piously in the Lord two years
later.
B.G. 29, 59,860; IBN March 8; SWWW 250
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Br. Brandon COFFEY 67 IRELAND IRL GMB
* November 23, 1857 Clonmel, Tipperary

+ February 19, 1925 Rockwell

He entered the Congregation in 1876 at Rockwell and made his vows on
November 1, 1878. After working at Rockwell for several years, his desire to go to
Africa was fulfilled and in 1887 he sailed to Gambia.
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He was posted there to St. Mary's, Banjul to assist Br. Tobias Hogan and Fr.
Joseph Gleeson at the boys' school, which at that time enrolled one hundred and
thirty-five children. He did so to everyone's satisfaction until his health broke down
in 1903 and he had to go back to Ireland.
Stationed at Rockwell, he served there with his characteristic energy and
simplicity for over two decades until two weeks before he died.
B.G. 32, 446 f.; IBN February 19

110

Fr. Guillaume LAC UT 31

FRANCE SL GNE

* March 8, 1858 St.-Thegonnec,
D. of Quimper

+ November 12, 1889 Sangha SL

Ordained a diocesan priest in 1882, he entered the Congregation to become a
missionary in 1887 at Orly and made his vows on May 1O of the following year.
Assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate, he sailed on June 23, 1888 and
arrived at Freetown on July 18.

Finding the town "too civilized," he was happy

when the following day he set out for Boffa on the Rio Pongo, where after studying
the Soso language for three months, he was able to teach and preach in it.

His

happiness knew no bonds when in November he was posted to the new station at
Sangha.
In February 1889 Fr. Jean Raimbault went for three months to keep him
company and build a more permanent dwelling than the make-shift quarters in
which he was living. Fr. Lacut's health had been excellent so far, but in November
of the same year, he suffered three attacks of malaria in quick succession. Less
than two days after the first attack he died piously in the Lord.
8. G. 15, 563 ff.
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Fr. Charles AMANN 44 ALSACE SEN GMB
* November 21, 1855 Boersch

+ June 21, 1900 Banjul, GMB

He received his secondary schooling at Cellule, did his senior seminary
studies at Langonnet and after his ordination made his vows on August 28, 1881 at
Chevillly.
Assigned at once to Senegambia, he had to wait till early 1882 before
embarking for his destination because a yellow fever epidemic was raging in
Senegal. After his arrival he functioned at Ngasobil as rector of the seminary and
one year later took charge of the entire complex of that large mission. It was a big
responsibility for a twenty-eight year old, but he accomplished his task very well. In
1885 he opened a new station at Ndianda.
In 1888 he was posted to Gambia as the man in charge of St. Mary's mission,
Banjul. As knowledge of English was a necessity, he began at once to study that
language. The mission's schools, directed by Fr. Joseph Gleeson, were enjoying
great success at that time, but when in 1891 this priest died, the competing
Protestant schools expected that the Catholic schools would collapse. Their hopes
were disappointed.

With the aid of the Brothers Brandon Coffey and Tobias

Hogan, he continued the boys' school and it did so well that at the end of the
school year it still ranked first in the independent examinations conducted by the
government.
The situation changed, however, when a few years later illness and death
removed the two Brothers and the boys' school collapsed.

Until it could be

reopened, he organized its former students into his auxiliaries, established
associations, fraternities, held reunions of former students and made solemn
church services very attractive.
He was making improvements to the school and convent of the Cluny Sisters
when he became ill while yellow fever once again attacked Banjul. He died about
one week later.
B.G. 20, 568 ff.
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Fr. Michael BOYCE IRELAND SL GNE USA
* July 4, 1862 Araheera, D. of Raphoe
Professed, after his ordination, on August 26, 1888 at Chevilly, he was
assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed in November of the same year.
After his arrival he was posted to Freetown and did evangelization ministry in
the area until in 1889 he and Fr. Andre Feger were sent to Rio Pongo to fill the
gaps left there by death and illness.

Three months later he had to return to

Freetown for medical treatment of his left hand, which had been mutilated when he
discharged his rifle. He then resumed his ministry in Freetown.
Having suffered several attacks of black water fever, the last stage of malaria,
he returned to Europe, arriving in Paris on March 23, 1891.
In September of the same year he was reassigned to the U.S.A.

He

ministered there for six years in Pittsburgh and Chippewa Falls, WI, but withdrew
from the Congregation after the expiration of his temporary vows in 1897.
B.G. 16, 29, 94, 186, 307, 322 f.; SWWW 125
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Fr. Thomas O'CARROLL 52 IRELAND SL USA PTG F
+ May 12, 1912 Langonnet
* July 17, 1859 Rathdowney, Offsly
A late vocation, he was twenty when he entered Blackrock in 1879. He also
prefected there, 1881-83, and 1886-87. The intervening years were spent in
France, as were a few more years after, doing his senior seminary studies.
Professed, after his ordination, on August 15, 1890 at Orly, he was assigned to
Gambia.
Soon after his arrival there he appears to have gone to Sierra Leone, where
he was posted to Bonthe. The best remembered event of his stay in Sierra Leone
is the eulogy he pronounced when the news reached Freetown that Irish-born Sir
Pope Hennessy had died. A former governor of Sierra Leone, he had gained the
minds and hearts of the people by abolishing the taxes on dwellings and land,
which constituted a heavy burden on the poor. Father O'Carroll's eloquent eulogy
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heaped praise on the former governor for being a fervent Catholic, a loyal governor
and a true patriot of Ireland.

The church filled to capacity with dignitaries,

merchants and other notables, while the nearby streets were jammed by others
who could not enter the edifice.

Newspapers commented on the beautiful

ceremony or even printed his entire eulogy.
Being always rather outspoken and even sometimes abrasive, he got into
trouble with Bp. Magloire Barthet and in 1983 returned to Europe. Reassigned to
the U.S.A., he taught at Pittsburgh's Catholic College, which later became
Duquesne University, while also being pastor of St. Benedict the Moor parish for
African-Americans. By 1900 he was in Portugal, teaching at the Spiritan colleges
in Braga and Portugal, and finally at Langonnet in France.
In 1906 he returned to Sierra Leone and was posted to Moyamba. This time
tuberculosis forced him to go back to Langonnet, where he died.
B.G. 16, 309; 26,667 f.; IBN May 12; SWWW 206
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We m_ay mention here also Fr. Eugene Henri ERHARDT, who arrived in Sierra
Leone late in 1890, did six months of very good work at Rio Pongo and Conakry
and then returned ailing to France, where he died at the age of eighty-five in
Chevilly.
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Fr. Ch. Joseph NOIRJEAN 60 ALSACE SL GNE
* February 15, 1866 Ottrot

+ June 2, 1926 Freetown

He had received part of his secondary education in Alsace and Switzerland
when he transferred to the Congregation's junior seminary at Mesnieres in 1883.
Ordained after finishing his theology studies, he made his vows as one of the forty
novices who did so on August 10, 1891 at Orly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he disembarked at Freetown on September 29 of
the same year.

After getting acquainted with the country and the work of

evangelization, he was posted in July 1892 to Boffa on the Rio Pongo, where an
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energetic young man was badly needed. As the provisional dwelling of the Fathers
was crumbling, he supervised the construction of something more durable. The
new residence pleased its workers, yet left much to be desired and had to be
renovated and repaired four years later.
By then he was back in Freetown, but in 1895 he was posted to Bonthe on the
Sherbro Island. The people in the little town were mostly Protestant, but there was
a small Catholic chapel with grade schools for boys and girls. Just then these two
school were in trouble: with the departure of the Sisters the girls' school had to be
entrusted to a little-qualified lady and, for lack of Brothers, the Fathers themselves
had to teach at the boys' school, aided by a few self-made emergency
schoolmasters. Nonetheless, they were successful with respect to the thirty to forty
boys who had been sent by their parents from up river areas to Bonthe as
boarders.
The 1898 revolt of the Mende hampered their outside river ministry, but it was
quickly put down by British troops and when peace returned Fr. Noirjean opened
an outstation up river at Mohe in 1901.

He established an annex for children

hitherto educated at Bonthe and built also a chapel there.
In 1909 he began to build a new church in cement blocks at Bonthe to replace
the old one put up in 1891, which was beyond repairs. It took three years to finish
and when it had been blessed he was posted back to Freetown. By then he had
spent two decades in Sierra Leone and was beginning to wear out. He served
nonetheless as local head of this mission and as its procurator for several years.
He became a well-known figure in town and beloved by many for his kindness and
accessibility.
Having become the venerable patriarch of Sierra Leone after thirty-five years
in its murderous climate, he died of the stomach cancer that had killed several of
his relatives.

B. G. 32, 754 ff.
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Fr. Lawrence SHIELDS 49 IRELAND SL
* April 13 or 16, 1865 Killaloe, Clare

+ December 24, 1914 Freetown

He entered Blackrock in 1879 and finished his secondary schooling there in
1885. Sent to France for his senior seminary studies, he was ordained there in
1890 and, together with thirty-nine other novices, made his vows on August 10,
1891 at Orly (Grignion).
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed with two other Fathers on September 15
of the same year from Marseille. After his arrival at Freetown in October he became
chaplain of the military and pastor of the Murraytown area. In 1897 he was posted
to Bonthe and took charge of the religious instruction of children.
Five years later he became the founding father of a new station at Mobe. He
became an expert in the Mende language and, working on an earlier manuscript of
Fr. Jeremy Touhy, published a Mende manual comprising a catechism, hymnal and
prayer book. He served at Mobe for twelve years until his death on Christmas Eve,
1914.
IBN December 24
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Fr. Franyois G. JOGUET 30 FRANCE SL GNE
* March 17, 1863 Flumet, Savoy
+ August 21, 1893 Conakry, GNE
After completing his secondary education at Cellule in 1881, he prefected for
two years and then did his theology at Chevilly. He made his vows as one of the
forty novices who after their ordination did so on August 10, 1891 at Orly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on September 15, 1891 from Marseille
and arrived in October at Freetown. Soon after, he was posted to Boffa on the Rio
Pongo. At that time this place had been virtually free from malaria; nonetheless, he
suffered there his first attacks of black water fever. He recovered, however, very
quickly. Around September 1892 he was transferred to Conakry. He worked there
very zealously and became popular among the people by the interest he showed
in them and their work.
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On August 15, 1893 he became ill with another attack of black water fever.
Despite he best efforts of the doctor, he piously died six days later.
B.G. 17, 28 ff., 324 f.
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Fr. Joseph CURTIL 33 FRANCE F GNA SL GNE
+ September 1, 1891 Boffa GNE
* May 6, 1858 St. Martin-la-Sauvete,
D. of Lyon
Ordained on December 17, 1887 in Paris as a member of the colonial clergy,
he was sent to Guiana in January 1888, but illness forced him to leave in
December of the same year. He then asked to be admitted to the Congregation
and made his vows on February 28, 1890.
Assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate, he sailed on April 10 of the same year
to Freetown. He remained there several months until in November he was posted
to Boffa on the Rio Pongo. He was very happy there to get a chance to exercise his
ministry and to share in the duties of making safaris to its outlying villages.
In June 1891 he went to Sangha, despite his fear of having to travel by water.
He spent three weeks there. A few days after his return, he had a strong attack of
black water fever. He recovered thanks to quinine and was able to resume his
ministry. Six weeks later, however, he had another attack.

It, too, gave way to

quinine and he was able to return to Boffa in order to travel from there to Freetown,
presumably, to be evacuated to France. While waiting for the dispatch boat, he
asked to be given the anointing of the sick. He died the following day, happy to
offer his life for Africa.
B.G. 16,117,212,323 f.
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Fr. Edouard KUNTZMANN 84 ALSACE F SL GNE NGA F
* August 15, 1864 Rhinau
+ January 25, 1949 Langonnet
Having been ordained a priest, he and thirty others made their vows on
August 15, 1889 at Orly. His first appointment kept him in France to teach at
Langonnet. Three years later he received his assignment to Africa.
On October 25, 1892 he embarked at Marseille for Sierra Leone. Arriving at
Freetown, he was stationed to St. Edward's mission and especially charged with
ministry at Murraytown. In March of the following year he was posted to Bonthe on
Sherbro Island, where he cultivated good relations with the people, while waiting
for reinforcements to open schools. Before they arrived he was sent to Conakry to
fill a gap around 1895 and on January 3, 1896 the same reason assigned him to
Southern Nigeria.
He did not last very long there. Exhausted, he was sent back to France in
1897.

After serving for several years at Holy Spirit seminary in Paris, he was

reassigned to Sierra Leone and sailed from Marseille on October 6, 1904, taking
with him three St. Joseph of Cluny Sisters.
In 1903 the provicariate had become a vicariate again and the Holy See had
entrusted it to Bp. John O'Gorman.

There were then half a dozen residential

stations and about twenty Spiritan missionaries.

The bishop charged Father

Kuntzmann with the founding of a new station at Serabu.

He was destined to

remain there for twenty-two years at the head of that mission.
After putting up provisional shelters he and his assistants began the
evangelization of the surrounding area while also gathering children boarding at
the mission to receive elementary schooling. As time went on, plantations were
laid out, a solid residence and chapel, as well as a dormitory for children, were built
after a tornado had wrecked most of the provisional structures. Their ministry bore
fruit: in eighteen months they administered over one hundred and forty baptisms,
most of them to the dying. He also made use of lay catechists to visit the villages
and concluded that they were a powerful factor in changing the mentality of the
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people. Sick children began to be carried by their parents to the mission, though
the catechists themselves baptized those in danger of death.
While in a year's time around 1913 one hundred and seventy-six adults and
children received baptism, the number had reached six hundred and twenty in
1921.

In 1917-18 when a world-wide flu epidemic raged eight hundred and ten

persons received that sacrament in the Serabu mission.
Having served in Africa's most lethal climate of Sierra Leone for more than a
quarter of a century, he returned to France in mid-1922. His remaining active years
were mostly spent teaching at Holy Spirit Seminary in Paris, then as a convent
chaplain until after World War Two we find him retired in Langonnet, where he
died.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Gildas COLLET FRANCE F GLP SL GNE F
* January 31, 1862 Baud, Morbihan
He made his temporary vows on March 19, 1887 at Langonnet. After serving
some time in France, he was assigned to Guadeloupe in 1891, but returned soon
after to France.
On June 25, 1892 he embarked for Sierra Leone and was posted to Conakry.
He served there for two years as a teacher in the boys' school while also doing
maintenance work.
After his return to France in October 1894, he worked in various communities
and then left the Congregation at the expiration of his vows.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Jeremy TUOHY 32 IRELAND AUS SL
• March 25, 1867 Kenmare, Kerry

+ November 16, 1899 Bonthe SL

He received his secondary education at Rockwell from 1880 on and did his
senior seminary studies in France. Together with forty others he was professed,
after his ordination, on August 15, 1890 at Orly and then assigned to Australia's
Spiritan college at Ballarat.
When this school was given up two years later, he was at his own request sent
to Sierra Leone, where he arrived in May 1892.
He worked there with great zeal at Freetown until in January 1895 he was
posted to Bonthe, Sherbro. He was still in the best of health and full of energy in
mid-November and busy planning the opening of a new outstation, while also
composing a manual of prayers in the Mende language. Then a "pernicious fever"
struck him and, despite the best efforts of the doctor, he died "the death of a saint"
one week later.
B.G. 20,415 f.; IBN December 15
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Fr. Michael WARD 42 IRELAND SL USA
• December 9, 1896 Aglish, Castlebar, Mayo

+ March 7, 1908 Pittsburgh PA

A farmer's son, he showed superior ability by graduating in three years from
Blackrock in 1886. When asked if he was willing to do a few years of prefecting, he
declined, saying that he did not want to delay his ordination. It was the only "no" he
is said to have pronounced in his religious life. Sent to France for senior seminary
studies at Chevilly, he made his vows, after his ordination, on August 15, 1893 at
Orly.
His first assignment sent him to Sierra Leone. On October 1O of the same year
he sailed from Liverpool and arrived late in the same month at Freetown. Posted to
St. Edward's in the same town, he exercised his ministry there to the entire
satisfaction of his superiors. Unfortunately, he proved to be unsuitable for a tropical
climate and he suffered so heavily from stomach troubles that he was soon
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reduced to a skeleton. Once again, a young missionary had to leave the country to
stay alive.
In May 1895 he was back in Ireland, where he recovered quickly.

In

September of the same year he was reassigned to the U.S.A. He rendered mostly
pastoral services in the Pittsburgh area for a dozen years and proved to be an
excellent pastor. Pneumonia led to his premature death in 1908.
N.B. 3; 265.; IBN March 7; SWWW 180
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Br. Martinien (Thibault) ROHFRITSCH 26 ALSACE SL GNE
* July 6, 1871 Griesheim
+ August 9, 1897, Boffa GNE
He entered the Congregation in 1887 at Langonnet and made his vows there
on March 19, 1891. After serving in the same community for two years he received
his assignment to the Sierra Leone vicariate.
On October 10 of the same year he embarked for Freetown and soon after his
arrival was posted to Boffa, where he arrived on November 20 to help fill the void
left by two departed Brothers. Under his direction the boys and young men of the
mission's trade school went into the forest to cut trees and transform them into
building material for a suitable stone residence and other facilities.
Malaria did not spare him and in 1896 he was sent to France to recuperate.
He used his leave to perfect his practical knowledge of various trades that might be
useful in Africa and then returned to Boffa in January 1897.
About half a year later, an attack of black water fever killed this very devoted
and capable Brother after an illness lasting only one week.
B.G. 18, 848 ff.
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We may mention here also Br. Celien MOSER, who arrived at Boffa in mid
May, 1893 at the height of the rainy season and lasted only three months before
becoming so ill that he had to be sent back to France.
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Br. Adelm (Patrick) WALSH 67 IRELAND F AUS SL NGA
• February 8, 1853 Silvermines, Tipperary
+ July 23, 1920 Onitsha NGA
An uncle of the future Bp. Joseph Shanahan and a farmer by trade, he joined
the Congregation in 1875 at the age of twenty-two at Blackrock. Opting for the
Brotherhood, he made his vows on November 1, 1878 at Rockwell. After working
for several years in Ireland and France, notably at Mesnieres, where he sponsored
the admission of young Joseph Shanahan, he was sent in 1888 to Australia to
assist in the opening of a Spiritan college at Ballarat. When this attempt failed in
1892, he returned to France.
Soon after he was assigned to Sierra Leone. Arriving in February 1893, he
was posted to St. Edward's in Freetown, where he taught the 140 boys in its school
and took care of maintenance. The school flourished under him and the number of
its pupils soon surpassed that of the competing Protestant schools. When in 1895
sixty-two schools in Sierra Leone competed in examinations, his school and that of
the Sisters went away with sixteen prizes out of a total of the forty-three awarded by
the educational commission.
Ill health obliged him to leave Sierra Leone at the end of February 1896. He
then taught at Rockwell until in 1908 he volunteered to help his nephew Fr. Joseph
Shanahan in Nigeria. He was posted there to Onitsha Ogboli, where there was a
large primary school, until 1917 when his health became precarious. He begged,
however, with tears in his eyes to be allowed to stay and die in Nigeria and his
wish was granted. Residing at Onitsha Waterside, he still took care of its gardens.
He died there in the hospital a few weeks after his nephew had been ordained a
bishop.
B.G. 17,317 ff.; 18,384 f.; 29,793 f.; IBN July 21; SNM 42
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Fr. James BROWNE 66 IRELAND TT SL
* December 4, 1836 Dublin

+ April 22, 1903 Freetown

A late vocation, he had already worked in his family's piano business, when at
the age of twenty-three, desiring to become a missionary, he entered the
Congregation in 1859 at Blanchardstown, the original location of what was to
become Blackrock College. While supplementing his studies by learning Latin and
French, he also prefected at the school and rendered valuable services to the
community because of his solid knowledge of Dublin. After starting his senior
seminary studies in Paris, he was sent to Trinidad as a prefect in 1864, where he
continued his theology studies in private and was ordained a deacon. Returning
to France in late January 1867, he began his novitiate, during which was ordained
a priest on April 6 and made his vows on August 25 of the same year.
Assigned to Trinidad, he resumed out of obedience the "life of a teacher,"
which was for him "the most distressing task," while doing the pastoral work he
loved in his spare time. In 1876 he became vice-provincial of Trinidad as well as
superior and principal of St. Mary's college, which under his direction began to
flourish in every respect.
He had spent twenty-eight years in Trinidad and earned a sabbatical pension
when in 1892 he was chosen to succeed Fr. Jean Blanchet as head of the Sierra
Leone provicariate at the age of fifty-seven. Various complications delayed his
arrival until May 24, 1893, and he was respectfully but also enthusiastically
received.
The mission was then in a period of progress: in Freetown alone in two years
over one hundred Anglicansand Methodists had joined the Catholic Church and
among them were some prominent people.

Fr. Browne, however wanted to

expand the mission also into the interior of the country and for that purpose he
undertook several long journeys; they led to the opening of stations at Mobe and
Moyamba. Near Freetown he established another station at Ascensiontown.
The country's fevers did not spare him. In 1895 he suffered a violet attack of
black water fever, but pulled through. Three years later he had to go to Irel and for a
cataract operation and in 1902 exhaustion sent him back home for a few months of
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recuperation, before embarking again at the end of that year for Sierra Leone.
Less than three months after his arrival, he suffered a second attack of black water
fever. This one was fatal and he died one week later.
C_haracteristic of the changes that had come about in the years he had spent
in Sierra Leone was that the prejudices against the Catholic Church had largely
disappeared.

A sign of this was that when he became ill, the Anglican bishop in

Sierra Leone spontaneously offered him a room in his hospital.

Virtually all of

Freetown took part in honoring him on the occasion of his funeral in the greatest
demonstration the country had ever witnessed.
B.G. 228 ff.; IBN April; SWWW 155
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Br. Regis (Michael) BUTLER 71 IRELAND TT SL
* July 30, 1846 Kileaskough, Kilkenny

+ March 6, 1918 Freetown

A brother of the Spiritan Br. Auguste (+1916) and uncle of Br. Ca nice (+1967),
he entered the Congregation at Blackrock in 1865 and made his vows on March
19, 1867. Assigned at once to Trinidad, he took care of maintenance and
supervised the domestic staff of St. Mary's college for twenty-six years.
While he was on leave in Ireland in 1893, his former Trinidad superior, Fr.
James Browne, who had been transferred to Sierra Leone, managed to get him
assigned to his new domain.

Brother arrived there in January 1894 and was

posted first to Sherbro and then to Freetown.

For nearly another quarter of a

century he devotedly and capably fulfilled there the same duties as he had in
Trinidad, adding to them also the care of the vitally important vegetable garden.
B.G. 29, 57 f.; IBN March 6; SWWW 249
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Br. Ludan SCHOENNAHL 84 ALSACE SL GNE F
* July 31, 1870 Ribeauville
+ June 10, 1955 Langonnet?
A mason by trade, he made his vows on September 8, 1894 at Chevilly and
was at once assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate.
On September 25 of the same year he sailed from Marseille to Freetown. After
some time spent there, he was posted to Boffa, where he arrived on October 14,
1895 together with Fr. Pierre Mertel. Placed in charge of maintenance, he looked
after the mission's buildings and practiced his trade.
Black water fever forced him to return to France in May 1896, but he valiantly
went back to Boffa a few months later to resume his work.

The following year

another attack of the same fever necessitated a second return to France. When he
was able to go back to Boffa in January 1899 he was posted to the nearby station
of Sangha, where he also taught in its school for about one year.

In 1902

rheumatism of the joints once more drove him back to France, but by 1910 we find
him listed again in Guinea, first at Conakry and in 1912 at Kindia. In 1913 his stay
in Africa came to its end.
His many remaining years were spent in France, mostly at Langonnet as a
working member of the community and finally in retirement. He died in the year
following the golden jubilee of his profession.
B.G. 18, 395; 19, 323; 22, 725; and passim elsewhere and E.P. passim
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Fr. Pierre MERTEL 32 FRANCE SL GNE
* June 4, 1867 Paris

+ October 22, 1899 Boffa GNE

Of Alsatian extraction, he did his secondary schooling at Beauvais and
Mesnieres and attended Chevilly for theology. Together with fifty-three others he
made his vows, after ordination, on August 15, 1894 at Orly.
Assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate, he sailed on September 25 of the
same year to Freetown. We find him posted to Sangra, near Boffa, on the Rio
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Pongo, where he taught school and took care of its outstation in Toukering. On
October 14, 1895 we find him recorded arriving at Boffa.

He taught there at its

primary school and supervised the manual labor its seventy-five boys did after
attending their classes.
Being exhausted, he was sent back to France to recuperate in 1897, but
returned in good health the following year and zealously resumed his labors at
Sangha. Then suddenly he developed a high fever, possibly caused by sunstroke.
Hastily transported by canoe to Boffa, he died quietly the following day.
B.G. 20,356
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Fr. Prosper BISCH 37 ALSACE SL
* December 23, 1865 Niedermorschweier

+ February 20, 1907 Paris

Together with thirty other young priests he made his vows on August 15, 1895
at Orly at the age of thirty and was assigned to Sierra Leone.
On October 7 of the same year he sailed from Marseille to his destination, in
the company of Fr. Matthew Heizmann from the U.S.A.

They arrived in Sierra

Leone on October 24 and he was posted to Freetown and charged with
Murraytown while also visiting neighboring places. He retained these functions for
a few years until in 1901 we find him listed as vicar general of the provicar
apostolic and in charge of the boys' school in Freetown.

After a sick leave he

opened the St. Columba mission at Moyamba, some fifty miles south of Freetown,
on April 6, 1902. The illness and death of Fr. James Browne obliged him to return
to Freetown in June to be interim head of the provicariate until Bp. John O'Gorman
arrived in February 1904 as vicar apostolic of Sierra Leone.
He then returned to Moyamba as director of St. Colomba. In the same year he
opened a station at Gerihun, one hundred and fifty miles from Freetown into the
interior and placed a teacher there in charge of its school. Father had become
acquainted with Gerihun's chief in prison when this man was there for five years
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because of his role in a revolt of the Mende people against British rule in the
protectorate. The chief built huts for the priest, a chapel and the school and soon
after the station was manned by a priest and a Brother.
Suffering from a liver ailment, he returned to France in December 1906 and
died a few months later, having served ten years in Sierra Leone.
B.G. 17, 762,863;21, 142,274,480;22, 759;23,37;24, 125, 667;25,328
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Br. Malachy (Patrick) COSTELLOE 25 IRELAND IRL GMB
* November 4, 1870 Newlawn, Tipperary
+ August 17, 1896 Banjul
He entered the Congregation in 1890 at Blackrock to become a Brother and
made his vows there on July 2, 1893. He was then retained to serve in that
community.
His life took a dramatic tum when on Wednesday, February 20, 1895 he was
told to take the boat at Marseille and sail to Gambia. Without time to say farewell to
anyone, he departed for his destination. The reason for the sudden call was that
Br. Brendan Coffey had been forced to leave because of illness and that his
replacement Br. Albert Coady had lasted only two weeks before being ordered
home by the doctor.
Taking over the faltering school, he did a very good job and earned the praise
of Bp. Magloire Barthet as "one of the best Brothers" in the mission. Then suddenly
he was struck by black water fever on August 14, 1896. Despite the best care of
the Irish physician who attended him, he died three days later.
B.G. 19,290 f.; IBN August 17
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Fr. William F. KEANE 71 IRELAND BMB IRL SL USA
* August 4, 1866 Ahawilk, Fohenagh, Limerick
+ May 13, 1938 Blackrock
After serving as a store clerk for six years in Dublin, he entered the
Congregation in 1891 at Rockwell. Having completed his secondary schooling in
1895, he was called upon to go prefecting in the mission school in Gambia.
Together with novice Brother Malachy Costelloe, he sailed on February 25,
1895 from Marseille to Banjul. This unusual call had come about because death
and illness had deprived its boys' school of personnel. These two replacements
did not do much better: Brother Malachy died in August 1896 and one month later
Mr. Keane was so ill that he had to be sent back to Ireland to prevent his death.
He then continued his studies in France, where he was one of the hundred
novices who made their vows on January 2, 1898 at Chevilly.

Returning to

Rockwell, he prefected there for two years while also beginning his theology, which
he continued in 1901 at Chevilly.

On December 21 of the same year he was

ordained in Paris.
The following hear he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed on October 10
from Liverpool to Freetown.

We find him listed there as in charge of

Ascensiontown, which flourished under his direction, with its two schools for boys
and girls, frequented by nearly three hundred pupils.
After some fifteen years of devoted service, he returned to Ireland to teach at
Blackrock. In 1920 he went to the U.S.A. to work in African-American parishes in
Louisiana and Philadelphia.
At the age of sixty-one he moved to Blackrock in semi-retirement, still doing a
little ministry, especially in the confessional.
SWWW 449; IBN May 13
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Fr. Joseph WIEDER 47 ALSACE GMB SEN
* October 9, 1869 Oberdorf

+ January 23, 1917 Oberdorf

He was one of the thirty-one novices who on August 15, 1895 made their
vowed commitment to the Congregation at Orly. He was at once assigned to
Senegambia.
On September 25 of the same year he sailed from Bordeaux to Dakar and
from there went on to Gambia, where he arrived at Banjul in November 1895. St.
Mary's mission by then counted some 2,000 faithful and regular parish ministry
occupied the priests much of the time, but religious instruction received their
constant and regular attention.

His first duty as a newcomer, however, was to

become familiar with the languages of the people.
When illness and death reduced the community from five to two members in
1896, he and Fr. Charles Amann had to carry on as best as they could and the
school suffered until in 1899 Br. Livinus Keating came to the rescue and took over
the school. The following year disaster struck again: yellow fever killed Fr. Amann,
and when eight days later young Br. Livinus also went to his reward, Fr. Wieder
was left alone to serve all.

Fearing that they would be left without a priest, the

people obliged him to take a week's rest at Cape St. Mary.
Having become the local head of the Banjul mission, he received three
replacement priests, one of them a native African, Fr. Sebastien Gigue, plus Br.
Gabriel Bernier in 1901. Later others followed to fill new gaps left by death and
departures. Nonetheless, he continued valiantly, built a new school and dormitory
for the 250 boys boarding in the mission and went with the colony's governor on an
exploration trip on the Gambia River up to French-controlled territory in Guinea.
The governor, though Protestant, favored the Catholic mission and, like Fr. Wieder
himself, wanted him to establish stations among the inland people.

On Father's

suggestion, he even asked the Cluny Sisters to take over the Banjul hospital, which
they did in 1903.

Father made several other trips inland, but lack of personnel

prevented the opening of inland stations.
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In 1907 he went for recuperation to France and was transferred to Senegal,
where he was placed at the head of the Poponguine mission. His remaining years
there were spent in the development of that station. In May 1914 he returned to
France and died there in his hometown less than three years later.
B.G. 17, 762, 863; 18, 345; 19,290 ff.; 20,254; 21,420 ff.; 22, 666 ff.; 24, 61 f., 373;
25,230
134

We may mention here also Fr. Ludwig FORTEMPS, born in Germany, who in
1895 spent five months at Banjul, Gambia, in charge of its boys' school, and also
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Fr. Mattaus HEIZMANN who in the same year arrived in Sierra Leone and six
weeks later was ordered home by the doctors to save his life.
B.G. 28,509
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Fr. John WALSH 28 IRELAND SL
* July 8, 1868 Balltdonohoe, Kerry

+ May

9, 1897 Sheerbro SL

With his parents he migrated to the U.S.A. at the age of nineteen, entered the
junior seminary at Holy Spirit College (now Duquesne University) in 1887 and was
sent to Chevilly for his senior studies in 1891. Ordained on October 27, 1895, he
made his vows together with thirty-seven others, on August 15, 1896.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, despite all efforts to keep him in the U.S.A., but
wholly in accordance with his own desires, he sailed to Freetown in October 1896.
A few days after his arrival he was posted to Bonthe on Sherbro Island.

Full of

enthusiasm and endowed with excellent health, he set to work, teaching in its
school and giving religious instruction.
All went well until May 1897. Then black water fever attacked him and in four
days carried him to his grave. His family in Pittsburgh still venerates him as a saint.
B.G. 18,846 ff; IBN 9; SWWW 123
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Br. Mel MULHEARN 52 IRELAND IRL SL
* May 25, 1852 Letterfad, Donegal

+ April 17, 1905 Blackrock

He was being trained as a teacher when at the age of twenty-six he entered
the Congregation at Blackrock. On August 28, 1881 he made his vows at Rockwell
and began to teach the lowest grade of young boys there. One year later he was
recalled to Blackrock, where he served until in 1897 he answered an appeal for a
teacher in Sierra Leone and was accepted.
Sailing to his destination in October of the same year, he took charge of the
boys' school in Freetown and did so well that the number of pupils began to grow
substantially and the Fathers had high hopes of eclipsing all other schools.
Unfortunately, his health broke down and in June 1900 he arrived back in
Ireland. It was obvious to all that he was no longer the healthy six-footer he had
been in the past, but he still tried to serve at Blackrock.

He died there of heart

trouble a few years later.
B.G. 23, 307 f.; IBN April 17
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Fr. Joseph FLECK 73 ALSACE SL USA TZA KEN SPM RUN
* April 5, 1870 Waltenheim
+ December 29, 1943 Reunion
After doing his junior and senior studies in France he was ordained a priest on
June 12, 1897 in Paris and then made his vows on August 15 of the same year in
Orly.
Three weeks later he embarked for his assigned mission in Sierra Leone.
Posted at first to Freetown, he learned the language, did ministry and then took
charge of Ascensiontown.

In 1903 we find him listed at the new mission in

Moyamba, where he took care in particular of its Gerihun station.
In June 1905 he left Sierra Leone and after a rest he was reassigned to the
U.S.A. He taught there until 1911 at Holy Spirit College in Pittsburgh, after trying in
1906 to become a Trappist at Gethsemane Abbey in Kentucky.
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In 1911 he sailed for East Africa, where he was posted first to Bagamoyo and
then to Nairobi, but four years later the doctor ordered him to leave Africa if he
wished to stay alive. When World War One had ended he was posted to St. Pierre
and Miquelon, off the coast of Newfoundland. He lasted only a few months in its
miserable climate before his health broke down again.
In 1921 at last he found a climate that was compatible with his health in
Reunion.

The remaining twenty-two years of his life were spent doing parish

ministry in various locations.
SWWW 512; SEAM 234
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Fr. Pierre REMONT 39 FRANCE SEN GMB
* May 28, 1859 Meslan, Morbihan

+ November 19, 1898 Banjul

He became an orphan shortly after entering Langonnet at the age of twelve.
Originally destined to become a Brother, he did his seminary studies there until in
1880 he was sent to Rome to finish theology. After being ordained on June 3, 1882
and earning an S.T.D. in 1883, he made his vows on August 24, 1884 and, at his
own request, was sent to Africa.
He worked there with great zeal at several locations in Senegal, though
illness obliged him twice to return to France for recuperation.
In July 1898 he was posted to Gambia to replace ailing Fr. Charles Amann
temporarily at Banjul. He had made frequent and prolonged visits to Banjul in the
preceding years and become beloved by the people because of his simple but
vivid sermons; so he needed no introduction.

His last homily on All Saints day

spoke about heaven in a way that profoundly impressed his congregation.
Two weeks later he suffered a black water fever attack and his condition was
such that the doctor declared immediate departure to France impossible. He died
a few days later. Fr. Amann returned just in time to preside over the funeral of this
fervent missionary.
B.G. 19,20,256,516
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Br. M. Livinus (Thomas) KEATING 31 IRELAND GMB
* January 20, 1869 Fodera, Clare

+ June 30, 1900 Banjul

He had been a postulant with the Christian Brothers when, desirous of
becoming a missionary, he entered the Congregation at Blackrock in 1896. After
making his vows on March 20, 1899 at Chevilly, he was assigned to Gambia.
Arriving in Banjul on May 2 of the same year, he took charge of the boys'
school with its two hundred pupils and eagerly set to work.
Then again death struck a blow. One year after his arrival yellow fever hit him
and in three days carried him to his grave.
B.G. 20, 536; IBN June 30
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Br. Albanus (John) GILROY 74 IRELAND SL IRL
* February 21, 1871 Mucinagh, Garrison,
+ September 24, 1946 Blackrock
Fermanagh
After working in business for a few years, he entered the Congregation in
1896 at Blackrock as a postulant Brother. Professed on March 20, 1899 at
Chevilly, he received his assignment to Sierra Leone.
Soon after he sailed to Freetown, where he was placed in charge of the boys'
school. Although he did not seem to have a strong constitution, he served in Sierra
Leone for three decades. From 1920 on we find him listed as in charge of the boys'
school at Ascensiontown. Aside from teaching he organized the Boy Scouts and
became a commissioned officer of that movement.
Throughout his many years in Sierra Leone, he enjoyed a close friendship
with Bp. John O'Gorman, who appreciated his talent as a witty story teller.
In 1932 he retired to Blackrock, Ireland, but two years later he made a shortlived attempt to devote his waning strength to Sierra Leone.

Realizing that he

could no longer carry on, he went back to Blackrock, devoting himself to helping
the mission promotion team. Finally confined to his room, he patiently endured his
sufferings, while charming those who came to visit him.
IBN September 24
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Br. Philippus (James) LAFFERTY 54 USA SL
* September 8, 1850 Philadelphia

+ December 6, 1904 Freetown

He had been navigating all over the world as a sailor and river boatman when
his family moved inland to Iowa. There he met Fr. Theodore Schiffmacher, a former
Spiritan who had joined the diocesan clergy. This priest steered the pious tar to
the Congregation. It was not easy for him to get used to the tough discipline of the
novitiate at the age of forty, but he persevered and made his vows on April 23,
1893 in Pittsburgh. After working for seven years in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and
other places, his ardent wish to become a missionary in Africa was granted.
In August 1900 he was assigned to Sierra Leone and on September 8 he
sailed from Philadelphia, stopped over a few days at Blackrock and then went on to
Freetown, Sierra Leone. Soon after his arrival he was posted to Bonthe, where he
worked with his usual energy and dedication to his mission.
His health had always been very good and it was expected that he would
render many more years of service. Then at the end of November he became
seriously ill and was transported to the hospital in Freetown.

The doctors

diagnosed his malady as Bright's disease, a kidney ailment for which they had no
remedy. Offering his life for the mission, he died there piously in the Lord a few
days later.
B.G. 23, 95 f.; SWWW 162
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Fr. Michael BYRNE 40 IRELAND SL
* December 24, 1866 Edenpark, Connaught

+ December 23, 1907 Freetown

He had worked as a farmer when at the age of twenty he was admitted to
Blackrock as a junior seminarian and on January 2, 1898 was one of a hundred
novices who made their vows at Chevilly. (The large number came about because
in that year the Congregation complied with the Holy See's requirement that
members of religious congregations should make their vows before being
ordained.) He then returned to Ireland to do his senior studies at the short-lived
senior seminary established at Rockwell. He was ordained there by Bp. Emile
Allgeyer of Zanzibar, who in three ordinations on March 19, March 25 and Passion
Saturday 1900 conferred on him the subdiaconate, the diaconate and the
priesthood.
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Assigned to Sierra Leone, he obediently but somewhat reluctantly sailed from
Liverpool on October 24 of the same year. He clearly was not meant to be a roving
missionary, but he excelled as a preacher and many Protestants came to listen to
his sermons, going away with the conviction that this preacher knew what he was
talking about.
Freetown.
reputation.

There were at that time some seventy-five sectarian chapels in

He was also in charge of its schools and maintained their high
As there were many Irishmen in the British forces stationed in

Freetown, he was happy to act also as their chaplain at the local military hospital.
Although he remained officially attached to the Freetown community, he went
also to the other missions in the country at Bonthe on Sherbro Island, Moyamba
and Mobay to replace ailing or absent confreres. Seemingly endowed with an iron
constitution, he was expected to last many more years. Then on December 20,
1907 he was suddenly struck by an attack of black water fever. Three days later he
died in the local hospital.

All night long people came to pray for him and the

cathedral proved too small to contain the crowd that flocked to it for his funeral
Mass on Christmas Eve.
N.B. 3, 207 ff. IBN December 23
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Fr. Joseph WOELFFEL 66 ALSACE SL F
* January 6, 187 4 Klingenthal

+ February 15, 1940 Saverne

He belonged to the group of nearly one hundred novices who on January 2,
1898 made their vows at Chevilly. He did his senior seminary studies there and
was ordained on October 28, 1900 at the same location.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed on October 30
to Freetown. After getting his bearings there, he was posted to Ascensiontown as
assistant and some time later to Bonthe on Sherbro Island. Then the death of Fr.
James Browne, provicar apostolic, made it necessary to shuffle personnel and he
was posted to Moyamba. In 1906 he was back at Freetown as assistant and bursar
of St. Edward's.
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Presumably it was illness that sent him to France in 1907, but he returned five
months later to Sierra Leone, to be stationed again at Freetown as bursar and
procurator. During his absence three community members had been lost through
illness or death, but replaced by others. He did not last very long, for in May of
1908 he had to say his definitive farewell to Africa.
Returning to France, he served his remaining years mostly at Langonnet and
later at Saverne, where he died.
B.G. 19, 9; 21, 270; 23, 756 ff.; 25, 306; E.P. passim
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Fr. Paul Edouard MEISTERMANN 44 ALSACE F IRL SEN GMB
* November 5, 1864 Eguisheim
+ August 6, 1908 Banjul GMB
When his family moved to the U.S.A. after Alsace had been seized by
Germany in 1870, he went to live at the orphanage in Chevilly and when the
orphanage moved to Mesnieres in 1879 he moved with it. He received his
secondary schooling there and, after prefecting for two years, went to Chevilly to do
his senior seminary studies in 1887. He also organized its library in his spare time.
Professed, after ordination, on August 15, 1892, he was kept in France to teach first
at Mesnieres and then at Cellule. In 1895 he became director of it's junior
seminary and proved to be most successful in that task. Three years later he was
called to open the new senior seminary of the Congregation at Rockwell. When he
arrived there with six. students from Chevilly, he found that nothing had been done
to prepare the venture and he had trouble ascertaining who was in the stage of
prefecting at Rockwell and who in that of pursuing his studies. Two weeks later,
however, he had organized the place. He was then able to turn his attention to
teaching, but apart from himself and one other priest, there was no staff! Small
wonder that two years later he recommended that the attempt to have a senior
seminary in Ireland be terminated for the time being. And this was done.
His wish to serve in Africa was then granted and early in January 1901 he
embarked at Bordeaux for Senegambia. As soon as he arrived at Dakar, he was
posted to St. Mary's, Banjul, Gambia. There he was placed in charge of its boys'
school. He reorganized it thoroughly and so successfully that by the end of the
school year the school was cited as a model of discipline and eagerness to learn.
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To his dismay, Bp. Alphonse Kunemann then called him back to Dakar and
wanted him to be his mission procurator.

As that kind of work was not at all

congenial to him, be begged to be excused, whereupon the bishop assigned him
to work in the bush country at Carabane.
Early in 1904, however, he was allowed to go back to Gambia. As the school
in Banjul was then competently led by a certified Irish Brother, he engaged in
pastoral ministry and evangelization, for which he also learned to speak Wolof. In
1905 the bishop wanted to open a mission among the Diola people and posted
him for that purpose to Bulelai in the Fogny region.

He built a chapel there and

assembled an old dwelling that had been transported piece by piece from Banjul
and tried to make contact with the people, which he managed to do after some
time. Then he was flooded with people who were sick and came to get treatment,
and finally some also entrusted their children to the mission.
Suffering from anemia, he returned to Banjul on August 2, 1908.

He died

there four years later at the local hospital.
N.B. 3, 375 ff.; IBN August 6
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Fr. Daniel LYNCH 46 IRELAND SL
* June 16, 1871 Carigaline, Cork

+ August 15, 1916 Freetown

A brother of the Spiritan Fr. Austin and uncle to Fr. Jeremiah and Fr. Augustine
Lynch, both C.S.Sp., he attended Blackrock for his secondary schooling, 1888-92
and then went to France. His senior studies there were interrupted by prefecting at
Blackrock. After making his vows on September 22, 1898 at Orly, he was ordained
on October 27, 1901 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he embarked together with Fr. William Keane from
Liverpool on October 10, 1902 for his destination.

Stationed at St. Edward's,

Freetown, he buried Fr. James Browne, the provicar apostolic a few months after
his arrival and when Bp. John O'Gorman arrived in 1903 to take over the vicariate
he named Fr. Lynch his vicar general and assistant superior of the Spiritans
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working in Sierra Leone. As the bishop's right hand, he was of course involved in
the expansion of the vicariate's network of manned stations, which rose from five to
ten during those years.
Death took him fourteen years after his arrival in Sierra Leone.
IBN August 15
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Br. Agathon (John) FOGARTY 89 IRELAND SL IRL
* March 14, 1876 Galway, Kilkenny
+ February 13, 1966 Rockwell
At the age of eighteen he entered Blackrock as a student, but after one year
gave up and went home. Two years later, however, he applied for admission as a
postulant Brother at Rockwell. Sent to France for his novitiate, he and four other
young Irish Brothers made their vows on March 19, 1902 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on May 10 of the same year to Freetown.
He was posted to the newly opened mission at Ascensiontown. While St. Joseph
of Cluny Sisters staffed the girls' school there, he took charge of the boys' school
and, in addition, looked after the mission's gardens. The fact that he continued for
over two decades to retain that position shows the sterling character of his service.
In 1923 he returned ailing to Ireland, where an operation restored his health.
For the remaining forty-three years of his life he was stationed at Rockwell,
rendering a variety of services until old age reduced him to sitting in a chair, still
keeping busy repairing or manufacturing rosary beads.
The pious Brother was not a great talker, but when he spoke he often hit the
nail on the head with an incisive remark. He was almost ninety when he went to
his reward.
IBN February 13
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Br. Gabriel (Charles) BERNIER 62 FRANCE MLI GMB SEN
* April 14, 1859 Rorthais, Deux Sevres
+ June 25, 1921 at sea
A farmer by trade, he had served in the marine infantry and reached the rank
of petty officer when at the age of thirty-five he desired to become a missionary and
entered the Congregation at Chevilly in 1892. Professed on October 1, 1893, he
was assigned to the French Sudan and sailed a few days later. He worked there in
the mission's plantations at Kita, Kayes and Dinguira in what is now Mali.
When these missions were ceded to the White Fathers in December 1901, he
was posted to Banjul, Gambia. He developed the mission's farm at Abuko with his
usual competence until in 1903 he was transferred to Thies, Senegal.
For about eighteen years he continued his work there to the entire satisfaction
of his superiors. Feeling worn out, he sailed in June 1921 for France and was ill all
the time.

There happened to be a missionary from Brazil on board who

administered the sacraments to him. He died aboard the ship before it reached the
Gulf of Biscay and was buried at sea.
B.G. 30,289 f.
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Br. Osmond HEALY 63 IRELAND GMB NGA IRL
* November 15, 1875 Tipperary, Cashel

+ August 20, 1939 Rockwell

He entered the Congregation at Rockwell in 1899 and made his vows on
March 19, 1902 at Chevillly.
Assigned to Gambia, he took over the work of Br. Livinus Keating in the
running of the mission school. It seems, however, that he and his superior differed
in their plans for that school; at any rate in 1905 he was back in Ireland.
The following year he accompanied Fr. Joseph Shanahan on October 16 to
Nigeria and for twenty-five years rendered sterling service in its schools at Onitsha,
giving the boys the best education that the limited resources would permit and
finding jobs for them when they completed their studies, so that they could

--- --- --- --- --- --- -- - - --- --- --135
establish Christian families.

Government officials marvelled at his encyclopedic

knowledge of education in general and schools all over West Africa in particular.
Around 1930 he went back to Ireland serving in its colleges until in 1937 he
volunteered to return to Gambia and was once more posted to its school in Banjul.
His health, however, broke down two years later and he returned to Ireland to die a
few m9nths later.
IBN August 20; SNM 38
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We may mention here also Fr. Louis DEMAISON, who in 1902 served briefly in
Gambia before going on to Nigeria.
again in 1903 to Senegambia.

Driven away by fevers, he returned briefly

Once more chased away by fevers in 1904, he

worked for forty-five years in East Africa and elsewhere to die at the age of eightyfour in Reunion.
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Br. Alory PHILIPPE 32 FRANCE SEN MLI GMB
* November 17, 1870 Juch en Plorale, Brittany

+ August 26, 1903 Banjul

He entered the Congregation in 1888 at Langonnet as a postulant Brother.
Military service caught up with him at the end of his novitiate, but when it ended he
returned to the Congregation. In 1894 he was sent to Senegambia and posted to
Thies, where he made his vows on September 8, 1895. He was then assigned to
the French Sudan and worked at Kayes and Dinguira in present day Mali. Illness
sent him back to France in 1896, but one year later he requested to be assigned
again to Senegambia, where he was stationed at Thies and Ngasobil.
The exact date on which he was transferred to Banjul is not given, but it
appears to have been some time in 1903. He worked there with his usual zeal until
in the night of August 17 to 18 he was struck with black water fever. Taken to the
hospital, he was declared out of danger a few days later. Then he had a second
attack and died while still in the hospital.
B.G. 22,329 f., 660.
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We may mention here also Br. Jean-Marie ESTIVAL, who spent about one
year in Banjul working as a sacristan and in the house before returning to France.
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Fr. Aloys SCHEER 78 ALSACE SL
• April 25, 1876 Minversheim

+ February 25, 1955 Sierra Leone

He was one of a hundred novices who on January 2, 1898 pronounced their
vows at Chevilly. He was then sent to Rockwell, together with three other non-Irish
senior seminarians, to increase the number of those who would form the nucleus of
students doing their theology there. Like several others, he also appears to have
functioned as a kind of prefect in the college of Rockwell. He learned the favored
songs and ballads of the Irish and in later years he would sing to them to the
delight o f his Irish confreres in Africa. When the senior seminary of the
Congregation in Ireland was temporarily closed, he returned to France and on
March 28, 1903 was ordained at Chevilly.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he was posted to St. Edward's in Freetown and
functioned briefly as mission procurator, but when a new mission was opened at
Slama in 1905 he was placed in charge of it. Slama lies some 140 miles (250 km.)
distant south-east from Freetown in the present Diocese of Kenema. He labored
there for over twenty-five years, slowly building up the mission.
By 1932 we find him listed in charge of Gerihun, but the following year he
opened the new St. Francis' station at nearby Bo.

After a leave in 1936, he

assumed charge of the old Moyamba mission founded in 1902, where by then
there were some 2,000 Catholics and catechumens.
By 1949 when he was seventy-three years old, he still served as an assistant
at Gerihun, doing whatever he was still capable of until his retirement in the same
locality. Having spent fifty-two years in Africa, he went to his reward in 1955.
IBN February 25; E.P. passim
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Bp. John O'GORMAN 69 IRELAND F USA SL
* May 8, 1866 Hackettstown, Carlow

+ April 13, 1935 Fribourg SW

A very bright student, he attended Blackrock, 1880-83, until illness forced him
to interrupt his studies. He spent three years cataloging the library and reading
voraciously. In 1886 he was sent to Langonnet to teach English while continuing
his secondary education. Two years later, he went to Chevilly for his senior
seminary studies. Ordained on October 28, 1989 at Mesnieres, he made his vows
on August 15, 1890 at Orly. Though he loved studies, he realized that the needs of
the missions should have priority and told the Superior General so on that
occasion. Thus he was assigned to teach theology in France, first at Langonnet
and then at Chevilly. He proved to be an excellent professor.
In 1897 he received his appointment to the U.S.A. as novice master at
Cornwells, near Philadelphia, and subsequently also as director of the senior
seminary in the same location. At the same time he also developed close relations
with Mother Katherine Drexel, now the Blessed Mother Katherine, who had
founded Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Sisters, near the Spiritan house in
Comwells. Mother Katherine was one of the three daughters of the fabulously
wealthy but also eminently honest banker Francis Anthony Drexel, who left his
entire fortune to various charities with the proviso that only ten percent of the total
would be distributed at once and the remainder only after the death of his
daughters if they died without any offspring.

During their lifetime the daughters

would enjoy the income produced by the funds. Katherine's share of the trust fund
amounted to about $1,000 a day for life. As none of the three sisters gave birth to a
living child and the other two died before her, she ended up with the total income
of the trust fund. Virtually all of it was spent on charitable works·, including of course
also the Indian and Negro missions for which she had founded her congregation.
By 19 6, when one of her sisters was still alive, she had spent an estimated twelve
million dollars and she would live for nearly another twenty years, to die at the age
of ninety-six.
In 1903 Fr. O'Gorman was named Vicar Apostolic of Sierra Leone and
ordained a bishop on October 28 of the same year in Philadelphia. He was the first

138
Irish Spiritan to reach the episcopate. He maintained a steady contact with Mother
Katherine in his difficult mission, and she assisted him repeatedly. He opened new
stations at Gerihun in 1904 at Slama and Serabu in 1905 and at Pujehun in 1912.
Meanwhile he also developed the one at Waterloo, which had been started a few
years earlier.

The mission's schools received his undivided attention and when

Abp. Arthur Hinsley, Apostolic Delegate for English-speaking Africa and later
Archbishop of Westminster, came to visit Sierra Leone, he wrote a very favorable
report about Bp. O'Gorman and his vicariate's schools.
When in 1912 the government planned to ban religious instruction in its
schools because of the many divergent denominations, he raised his voice in
protest and induced the authorities to relent. The following year he strongly argued
against including in its plan to tax "all houses" the priests' residence and convent,
in the Bonthe district because the buildings in which they lived were school
dormitories housing over eighty boarders and classrooms for another 283 pupils.·
As such, they qualified as charitable institutions, exempt from the tax. In general,
however, his relations with the government were very good and the Prince of
Wales thanked him in person for that.
He made several trips to the U.S.A. to gather funds, lecturing or preaching
before distinguished audiences, pleading for support while delighting them with the
depth and scope of his knowledge.
World War One forced him to shelve any further plans of expansion; few new
missionaries became available and some of those he had were inducted to serve
as military chaplains.

He made up for the paucity of Spiritan personnel by

expanding the number of catechists to almost one hundred.
A sudden illness forced the bishop to retire in 1931. He was close to death on
his arrival in Marseille, but somehow recovered sufficiently after a month in a
hospital to go to Switzerland.

Taking up residence at the Spiritan international

house for university studies in Fribourg, he loved to discuss theology with them,
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amazing them by his insights and edifying them by his profoundly spiritual outlook.
He died there after a brief final illness.
B.G. 37, 245 ff.; SWWW 416; IBN April 13; Anna/es des Peres du St. Esprit, Juin
1935, 173 ff. (English text in Our Province, USA, September 1936).
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Br. Vincent (Franc;ois) DIRINGER 35 ALSACE ALG SL
* April· 13, 187 4 Walbach
+ June 24, 1909 Bonthe, SL
Being German by nationality and unable to continue his senior seminary
studies at Chevilly, he had to serve in the German army for two years. His service
completed, he returned to the Congregation in the capacity of a postulant Brother.
He was still a novice when in 1901 he was told to go to Miserghin in Algeria, where
he made his vows on March 19 of the same year. After serving there devotedly for
three years, he was assigned to Sierra Leone.
He arrived there in 1904 and most of his time in Sierra Leone was spent at
Mobay, where he made an excellent impression.

Whatever services were

demanded of him, he rendered them with a smile and without any fuss. Sundays
gave him a chance to visit neighboring villages, especially the more distant ones,
to preside over prayers and give religious instruction.

Even during the week he

was always ready to go even great distances when the priest was too ill to visit the
sick and the dying and had the happiness of baptizing dying people who otherwise
would not have been able to receive this sacrament.
He also spent some time at Bonthe to make preparations for the construction
of a new church and then returned to Mobay to finish the building of a new
dormitory for the children, boarding at the mission.
On June 21, 1909, he experienced a high fever, which was soon diagnosed
as a black water attack.

Hastily transported to Bonthe, he received all possible

care, but died piously in the Lord with a smile on his lips a few days later.
N.B. 4, 129 ff.
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Br. Theophil (Karl) HEIDKAMP 55 GERMANY
• September 4, 1871 Winz, Westphalia

SEN SL F
+ February 4, 1927, Chevilly

A mechanic and locksmith by trade, he heard a missionary from Gabon
preach at a Sunday Mass and on the spot decided to follow in his footsteps in
1871. Professed at Chevilly on April 4, 1894, he was assigned to Senegal.
He labored there for seven years in various locations. When working as a
smith next to a hot fire in the tropics resulted in frequent high fever, he switched to
carpentry and helped build several missions. Typical of him was that he abhorred
unworkmanlike practices. It pleased the bishop, but not always others who were in
favor of hurrying a job, rather than worry about finesse.
In December 1901 he returned ailing to France, but two years later he
accompanied Bp. John O'Gorman to Sierra Leone. He worked there at the new
mission in Gerihun and several other locations, but kept getting ill all the time. In
August 1905 he was sent back to France.
Four years later, Bp. Hyacinth Jalabert took him along back to Senegal, where
he lasted until 1914. Saying farewell to Africa, he went to Langonnet and in 1920
to the Mother House in Paris. He rendered excellent service there until the day
when the doctor ordered complete rest for him in the infirmary, because his heart
was seriously damaged. Sent along to Chevilly toward the end of 1926, he died
there a few months later.
Rath 259; B.G. 33, 179 ff.
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Fr. Jacques SCHMITT 28 ALSACE SL
• February 26, 1880 Suffelweyersheim

+ October 22, 1908 Moyamba SL

His legal name was Edward, but when his father died a few days before he
was born, his mother asked that he be addressed as Jacques in memory of her
husband. After doing his secondary studies in a Jesuit junior seminary and
earning a bachelor's degree, he entered the Congregation. Professed on October
21, 1901 at Orly, he did his theology at Chevilly, where he was ordained on
October 28, 1904.
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Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1905, he embarked at Liverpool on October 14 of
the same year. After his arrival in Freetown he was directed to the newly opened
mission at Serabu.

With all his ardor and energy he threw himself into his

missionary duties. When his relatives in Alsace complained that he did not write,
he replied that he had not gone to Africa to write letters, stories or novels and that
writing was something to be done in one's spare time, of which he had none. After
Serabu he also worked at Moyamba.
Great hopes were placed on this young and zealous priest, but they came to
nought. An attack of black water fever killed him about three years after his arrival
in Sierra Leone.
N.B. 3, 441 and 446 f.
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Fr. Jerome BURG 39 ALSACE SL F
* November 21, 1881 Minversheim

+ March 31, 1921 Limoux, Aude F

After finishing his secondary schooling at Langonnet, he entered the novitiate
of the Congregation, but tuberculosis delayed his profession until September 29,
1904. On April 30, 1905 he was ordained in Paris.
At that time a hot climate was still considered best for people suffering from
tuberculosis; so he was assigned to Sierra Leone.

On October 14, 1905 he

embarked at Liverpool for Freetown. We find him listed there first at Slama, then at
Gerihun in 1908, Serabu in 1910 and finally again in 1911 at Slama, where he was
happy to see the fruits of his first labors in the country.
Though he was zealous and pious, even to a fault, he had difficulty accepting
the way things were done in Sierra Leone and insisted on following his own way.
Ailing he returned to France in 1913 and went there in retirement at
Langonnet until in 1919 he entered an asylum at Limoux.
tuberculosis a few years later.
B.G. 30, 176 f.

He died there of
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Fr. John MEEHAN 83 IRELAND GMB
* April 10, 1873 Lifford, Donegal

+ September 15, 1954 Banjul

He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1888-95. After prefecting
for two years each at Blackrock and Rockwell, he went to France for his further
education, made his vows, together with thirty-three others, on September 31, 1901
at Orly and attended Chevilly for his theology studies. On October 28, 1904 he was
one of the forty-two who were ordained there.
The following year he received his appointment to Gambia and on October 26
sailed from Liverpool to his destination. Gambia at that time was still a place where
missionaries died young unless they were sent home early to escape death. Little
did he foresee that he would beat the odds by living and working there for half a
century. However, he had a robust constitution, much common sense, combined
with solid piety.
Much of the country was Islamic and among those who were not numerous
Christian ministers were very active.

There was only one Catholic mission,

manned by four priests and eight Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, who staffed the
local hospital and a school for girls. A new boys' school had just been completed
in Banjul, and the number of Catholics was a little over 1,200.
He was placed in charge of the school, which was attended by some 280
pupils, taught by five would-be teachers. The term is used advisedly, for when they
had tried to get an official diploma in the preceding year, they had failed in the
examination. Incidentally, the same was true for all candidates of the other schools
in Banjul. It did not discourage him and under his enlightening direction it would
not happen again.
By 1908 he was listed as superior of the Banjul community, but retained his
position as director of the school, which by then was very flourishing.

He even .

opened an agricultural school for African boys, but the inexorable death rate forced
him to give it up a year or two later. And he raised the number of out-stations
regularly served to four. By 1920 the boys' school in Banjul enrolled 300 students.
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Making himself "all things to all men," he became highly respected by all
people in the Banjul area, thereby breaking down numerous prejudices against the
Catholic Church. In 1931 the Holy See created Gambia as a separate mission;
hitherto it had belonged to the Senegambia vicariate, but now he became officially
the man in charge of the new mission.
He governed the mission wisely, increased the number of catechists and
outstations, but remained cheerful when all his efforts were constantly hampered
by deaths and illness among his fellow Irishmen.

Just before World War Two

began in 1939, his total personnel amounted to three Spiritan priests and one
African diocesan priest.

And that war played havoc with any attempt to get

increased personnel.
When the war ended and his assistant Fr. Matthew Farrelly took over the
helm, he stayed on at Banjul.

By then he was seventy-three years old, but he

continued to work as long as he was able to.

When the golden jubilee of his

priesthood was celebrated somewhat prematurely in 1954, all classes and creeds
took part in honoring him. He died peacefully in the Lord at Banjul soon after.
IBN September 15; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Bp. Joseph BYRNE 81 IRELAND SL USA IRL F TZA
* April 27, 1886 Clonmel, Tipperary
+ October 20, 1961 Rockwell
A younger brother of Spiritan Fr. John, he entered Rockwell in 1892 and
. matriculated at the Royal University of Ireland in 1898. After making his vows on
October 1, 1899 at Orly, he earned doctorates in philosophy and theology in Rome,
where he was ordained on December 19, 1903.
Having been assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed together with three other
Fathers on October 14, 1905 from Liverpool. Posted to Freetown, he worked there
mainly as mission procurator and chaplain to the military, but he also substituted for
an absent confrere at Bonthe on Sherbo Island.

144
In mid-1910 he returned to Europe and was transferred to the U.S.A. as
novice master and then as director of the senior seminary at Ferndale, CT. Twelve
years later he became provincial superior of Ireland and in 1926 a member of the
general council of the Congregation at its mother house in Paris.
In 1932 the Holy See named him vicar apostolic of Kilimanjaro in what is now
Tanzania. For twenty-six years he presided over the well and woe of this mission
and saw it develop into one of the most flourishing young African churches.

In

1953 the Holy See named him the first resident bishop of Moshi. Meanwhile his
territory had given birth to four other vicariates, all destined to become new
dioceses.
When he resigned in 1959, he handed over the reins of Moshi to his African
successor. The diocese then counted over 150,000 Catholics, 28 African priests
and 164 African Sisters of Our Lady of Kilimanjaro, a congregation which he had
founded. Eighty years old, he retired to Rockwell, where he died soon after.
IBN October 20; SEAM 369
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Fr. Charles RUDOLPH POLAND SL USA
* July 23, 1873 Soarau, Silesia
An immigrant in the U.S.A., he made his vows on August 26, 1900 at
Cornwells and then did his senior studies there. On February 27, 1904 he was
ordained at St. Vincent Abbey, Latrobe, PA.
The following year he received his assignment to Sierra Leone, where his
former novice master was now in charge as Bp. John O'Gorman. We find him listed
there first at Moyamba as assistant in 1906 and from 1908 on as in charge of
Gerihun.
After about eight years in Sierra Leone, he returned to the U.S.A. He served
there in parish ministry in Chippewa Falls and in an African-American parish in
Detroit. He withdrew from the Congregation in May 1923.
B.G. and E.P. passim; SWWW 298
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Fr. Edmond DAGER FRANCE SL
* August 6, 1879 Paris
Professed on October 1, 1900 at Orly, he did his senior seminary studies at
Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 24, 1904.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and together with two
others sailed on October 14 of the same year from Liverpool. Posted at first to
Bonthe as assistant he looked after its school and then after the nearby Mobay
station. His stay was short. Ailing, he was sent back to France at an undetermined
date before February 1907 and appears to have left the Congregation soon after
his arrival.
B.G.20,608;22, 743;23,360;24, 124

163

Br. Fabien RHINNE 76 ALSACE CA SL F
* March 8, 1878 Rosheim

+ December 7, 1956 Chevilly?

He was admitted to make his vows on September 1, 1896 at Chevilly and
then assigned to Ubanghi. He worked there at Brazzaville and Holy Family for
eight years until in 1904 illness sent him back to France.
His health restored, he was assigned to Sierra Leone and on October 15,
1905 he embarked for Freetown. We find him stationed successively at Moyamba
in 1906, Serabu in 1908, and Slama from 1910 to 1914. World War One left us
without any information until in 1920 we find him back at Moyamba.
After a visit to France around 1923 he returned to Sierra Leone and from that
time on until around 1933 he was listed at Freetown.

As the vicariate was

expanding its missions during the years he spent in Sierra Leone, his work
involved the construction of new buildings, such as a solid convent at Moyamba
and a stone Spiritan residence at Slama.
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Having spent his strength for eight years in Central Africa and for nearly three
decades in Sierra Leone, the valiant Brother returned to France and went to reside
at Chevilly, still rendering whatever service he was able to perform.
B.G. 18,294, 599;22, 743;23, 164;25,337; E.P. passim
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Fr. Jean DIEBOLD 66 ALSACE
* January 11, 1880 Morschweiler

SL

+ February 3, 1946 France

He made his commitment to the Congregation on September 30, 1901 at Orly
and then began his senior seminary studies at Chevilly, where he was ordained on
October 28, 1905.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on October 27 of the following year to
Freetown.

Posted to Slama, he went in mid-1907 to Serabu replacing a Father

who had been moved to another station until

the end of the year.

He then

resumed his ministry as an assistant at Slama, where he not only helped supervise
the school, but also went as much as possible on safari to visit and evangelize the
neighboring villages, which seemed well-disposed toward accepting the faith. He
also built a chapel in dried bricks there.
In March 1912 he was called upon to open a new mission at Pujehun in the
south, only a one day march from the border of Liberia. The people and their chief
were well disposed and built the necessary provisional structures to house a
chapel, school, dwelling, etc., and in May welcomed the priest.
Baranski came to assist him.

In July Fr. Paul

All went well and in 1914 he could build a more

durable chapel in dried bricks.
During World War One the provisional school was struck by lightning and
burned down, though none of the children were hurt; then the world-wide flu
epidemic reached Pujehun and as a safety measure the school was temporarily
closed. It took until 1920 before a new two-story school built in fire-hardened bricks
was completed.
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In 1926 we find him listed as in charge of the Moyamba mission, but two years
later he was back in Pujehun to resume his labors. The isolation of the place must
have been wearing him down and in 1930 he was listed as in charge of Moyamba.
His stay there was interrupted by a leave, which he spent at Neufgrange doing
promotional work. Returning to Moyamba in 1932, he devoted his waning energies
to that mission.
Worn out by thirty years of hard work ,n Africa, he retired in 1936 at
Neugrange in his home province.
B.G. 21,270; 23,351, 784; 25,334,337 ff.; 26,834,840 f.; 30,624 ff.; 35,209,941
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Fr. James MURPHY 31 IRELAND SL GB
* October 17, 1879 D. of Waterford

+ June 25, 1911 Langonnet

After attending Rockwell, he made his vows on September 30, 1903 at Orly.
(As there were then two Irishmen with the name James Murphy, the records almost
unavoidably got mixed up.) One of his fellow novices was the future Blessed Fr.
Daniel Brattier. While the other Murphy went to Rome for studies, he did them at
Chevilly, where he was ordained on November 5, 1905.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed on October
27 to his destination. Posted to Freetown he supervised the schools and acted as
their dean of discipline while also doing pastoral ministry. In 1907 he replaced Fr.
Larry Shields at Mobay, near Bonthe on Sherbro Island.
Late in the following year he suffered an attack of black water fever, but thanks
to medical care survived and resumed his work.

Then lung trouble developed,

which was diagnosed as tuberculosis. Sent back to Europe in mid-1909, he was
placed at the newly founded novitiate and junior seminary at Castlehead, Lanes. in
England.

His stay there was short.

As his disease increased, he was sent to

Langonnet, where he died "after a long a painful illness, borne with complete
resignation to God's will."
IBN June 25; B.G. 25, 224, 290, 306, 312, 323, 563; 26, 241

148
166

Fr. Pierre RAYMOND 45 FRANCE SL
* October 15, 1880 Prisiac, D. of Vannes

+ November 23, 1925 Moyamba SL

A nephew of Fr. Pierre Remont, C.S.Sp., who died in Banjul, Gambia, in 1898,
he began his secondary schooling in Langonnet in 1896 and made his vows on
September 29, 1902 at Orly. In his final year of theology at Chevilly he was
ordained there on October 28, 1906.
On September 18 of the following year he embarked at Liverpool for Sierra
Leone. Posted to Serabu, he was introduced to the country by his former teacher,
Fr. Edouard Kuntzmann, eagerly learned English and Mende and prepared himself
for his ministry by studying the people and their mentality. The following year he
was placed in charge of Moyamba. He remained there till his death.
A strong believer in the educational value of manual labor, both agricultural
and, when needed, construction work, he himself participated in such works with
them to practice what he preached. For his safaris in the area entrusted to his care,
he divided the territory into four sections and regularly visited each village once a
month to meet the people and control the local catechists who gave elementary
education and religious instructions.
His final plan was to build small chapels in each of those villages. It was not
to be.

Riding up a steep hill on his motorcycle at a place where the view was

blocked, he collided with a freight train and died of his injuries two days later.
The Anna/es Apostoliques

and Missions Catholiques

published many

articles he had contributed for the edification and entertainment of their readers, for
this zealous apostle loved to write.
B.G. 32, 519 ff.
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Fr. Simon FAL 67 SENEGAL SEN MU GMB
* September 13, 1849 Senegal
+ January 11, 1917 Kaolack SEN
He entered the Congregation as a priest and made his vows in late August
1885. We find him listed at various stations in Senegal until in 1890 he went to Kita
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in the French Sudan, present day Mali. After a decade of ministry in that location
and its substations, he was listed again in Senegal until late in 1907 he went to
Gambia's St. Mary's mission in Banjul.
Virtually the whole ministry in the parish as well as safaris to the villages in the
area became his task and he fulfilled it with his customary zeal.
By 1912 we find him back in Senegal. He died there of exhaustion after his
many years of devoted service.
B.G. 25, 262; 28, 509; E.P. passim
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We may mention here also Fr. Ange RENAULT, who spent about half a year at
Banjul, Gambia, as interim superior from December 1907 to June 1908, before
returning to Senegal, where he died in 1927.
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Fr. Jacques IEHLEN ALSACE SL USA
* January 18, 1883 Gubwiller
Professed on October 10, 1903 at Orly, he did his senior studies at Chevilly
and the University of Fribourg. He was ordained on October 28, 1907 at Chevilly.
On September 8 of the following year he sailed from Liverpool to Sierra
Leone, where he was posted as an assistant to Bonthe on Sherbro Island.

He

participated in its work there until in 1909 he was called to Freetown for a few
months to help fill the gaps left by illness and deaths, and then returned to Bonthe.
He himself did not escape illness and was forced to leave the country in April 1910.
Going to the U.S.A., he was attached to Duquesne University until in 1913 he
was posted to Holy Spirit parish in Chippewa Falls, WI.
returned to France and left the Congregation.
SWWW 220; B. G. 25, 306

The following year he
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Br. Fulgence DEFRANCE 93 FRANCE SEN GMB
* June 12, 1864 Greoux, Basses Alpes
+ November 4, 1957 Ngasobil SEN
A former railroad engineer on the Paris-Dieppe line connecting with the ferry
service to England, he made his vows on March 19, 1887 at Chevilly.
Assigned to Senegambia, he sailed on April 5 of the same year. Little did he
know that he was destined to spend a record seventy years in that part of the world
and most of them at Ngasobil. This Senegal mission was then the major hub of
activity: junior and senior seminaries, a novitiate for African Sisters, the postulate
for African Brothers, two orphanages, seven workshops cum trade school, plus
plantations and gardens. Its staff included fourteen Spiritan Fathers and Brothers
and ten Sisters.
Heading the blacksmith shop became his main assignment, but like other
versatile Brothers he also became proficient in some other trades, such as oil
extraction and carpentry. In those days the Ngasobil shops often functioned as the
public works department for the government of Senegal.
In 1908 he went to Gambia, at the request of the governor to construct the
facilities for the farm school which the mission in Banjul was going to open at
Abuko. When that job was finished he returned to Senegal and, apart from a few
years at Thies, resumed his work in Ngasobil. Not until 1947 do we find him listed
as retired at Joal, when he was eighty-three.

Having celebrated the seventieth

anniversary of his arrival in Senegal he went to his reward at Ngasobil.
B.G. 14, 42, 94; 25,263; 45, 312 and E.P. passim
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Br. Andre BERNARD 41 FRANCE SEN GMB
* February 8, 1870 Kerlegant, Morbihan
He entered the Congregation as a pre-postulant Brother in 1882 at Langonnet
and when two years later forty-six Brothers were asked whether he should be
admitted as a postulant, only one voted against it because he was "too short." Well,
he shared that characteristic with St. Paul the Apostle; so that objection was
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overruled. On March 19, 1886 he made his vows at the very unusual age of just
sixteen. (The record does not say whether he had grown a little since that one vote
went against him.)
On May 3 of the same year he sailed from Bordeaux for Senegambia.

He

proved not made to be a teacher, but showed great aptitude for working with his
hands and on his own initiative learned masonry. Thus, it took not very long before
he was placed at Ngasobil, a large mission with a multitude of works and
personnel, where his talent for doing practical things found great scope.

He

functioned there as cook, mason, gardener and plantation manager and did well in
all those functions.

Except for two years spent at Dakar to fulfill his obligatory

military service, he remained at Ngasobil until around 1907 his health required a
sick leave, spent in France .
On his return to Africa in 1908 he was assigned to Banjul, Gambia, to become
the manager and chief gardener of the farm school which was then being opened
at Abuko at the request of the governor. For three years he devoted himself to that
task, cultivating the plantation and teaching young Africans.
Then his lungs, which had troubled him since leaving military service, flared
up with tuberculosis. Sent to Dakar, he died there at the age of forty-one.
N.B. 5,275 f.
172

Mention may be made here also of Br. Oreste SCHNEIDER, who in 1908 went
from Senegal to serve in Gambia, but stayed only a short time before departing to
France to die after having spent many years in various parts of the world.
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Fr. Laurent BAUMANN 62 ALSACE SL
* February 20, 1881 Markolsheim

+ October 27, 1943 Mobay, SL

Professed on September 30, 1903 at Chevilly, he did his senior seminary
studies there and was ordained on October 28, 1907 at the same location.
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On September 8 of the following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and
after his arrival in October was posted to Mobay as assistant to Fr. Larry Shields.
Little did he know that he was destined to remain there for his whole active life of
thirty-five years. One of the first jobs there was to replace the provisional industrial
school cum dormitory building that had collapsed. He located a clay bank in the
nearby river, organized the mission boys and grownups to dig it up and transport it
to the mission, where they made 20,000 sun-dried bricks.

After cutting the

necessary wood in the forest and dressing it into beams and planks, they put up a
new two story school and dormitory. Needless to say, Father himself worked with
them in all this.
After the death of Fr. Shields in 1914 he became the head of the Mobay
mission. For most of his years from then on he was usually alone there. When
tropical diseases did not deprive him of assistants, it was the flu epidemic following
World War One that did so. He himself was so worn out that in 1920 he had to
recuperate in France for one year and during that time Fr. Cornelius Mulcahy, all
alone again, substituted for him. When Fr. Baumann returned he faced another
problem. The school had been flourishing till then, but in the year 1921 the harvest
was so bad in the area that he had to send all but a few boys home. Fortunately
the next harvest was exceptionally good and he was able to reopen the school.
Apart from the main station at Mobay, he also had to supervise its outstations.
The one at Gbapp was particularly successful. Founded in 1912 by an excellent
teacher catechist, Mr. Charles Hucker, it had survived the death of this chief in 1914
because another fine catechist had replaced him. Its school was so good that the
government spontaneously offered to recompense the mission for all its expenses.
A relative of Mr. Charles Hucker, called Bundu or Abraham Hucker, opened a
similar school at Mattru with the aid of the government. A third one at Mo-Charles,
however, failed because it was so far away from Mobay that the priest was able to
visit it only on the rare occasion when he had a temporary priest to assist him.
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From 1923 on he had Br. Gabriel Farrell to help him for many years, but still
no other priest. The 1939 statistics show that by 1939 eight catechists worked for
him and that there were some 300 Catholics and catechumens in his mission.
World War Two interrupted the flow of communications and the available
records do not indicate exactly where and how he died in 1943. One may presume
that it was at Mobay. No biographical sketch of his life was published in the usual
organs, as was also the case of most who died during that war.
B.G. 22, 337; 24, 335 f., 661; 324; 30, 588 ff.; 39, 585 and E.P. passim
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Fr. George J. SCHALZ 31 U.S.A. SL
* March 29, 1881 Port Crescent, Ml

+ December 17, 1912 Slama SL

He entered the Congregation as an aspirant in 1895 at Pittsburgh and made
his vows on August 24, 1902 at Cornwells. After starting his senior seminary
studies there, he went to finish them at Chevilly and the University of Fribourg. He
was ordained on October 28, 1907 at Chevilly.
On September 8 of the following year he sailed, together with several other
young priests to Sierra Leone.

Posted mainly to Gerihun as an assistant, this

robust and tireless worker gave his all to the development of this station, first to the
boys entrusted to his care, but also in hard physical labor by planting countless fruit
and rubber trees to give the place a sound economic basis. He so impressed the
local Anglican physician that he came to help him in clearing the grounds and
planting trees.
Father was also stationed for some time at Moyamba, where his reputation as
already a "veteran" in the trials and tribulations of being a missionary in the country
had preceded him.
In December 1912 he accompanied Bp. O'Gorman to Slama for the blessing
of its new church. There he was suddenly struck by a violent attack of black water
fever, which carried him to his grave in two days.
B.G. 26,911 and passim; SWWW210
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Fr. Ladislaus ALACHNIEWICZ 87 POLAND USA SL POL
* February 2, 187 4 Schoenau, West Prussia
or Beilice, Pomorze, Poland
+ February 8, 1961 Pittsburgh, PA
The son of an immigrant family, he had worked in a steel mill before entering
Holy Spirit College in Pittsburgh in 1889. Four years later he sailed to France to
begin his senior studies a Langonnet. In 1897 he returned to the U.S.A. to make
his novitiate under Fr. John O'Gorman in Cornwells. Professed on February 2,
1898, he was ordained the same day in Philadelphia's cathedral. He then served
in ethnic Polish parishes in Pennsylvania until 1908.
In that year he sailed on September 8 from Liverpool to Sierra Leone, where
his former novice master was now Sp. John O'Gorman.

He was posted to

Freetown and almost at once served as local director of that mission because
deaths and illness had reduced its staff.
charge of Ascensiontown.

When reinforcements came he took

In 1912 we find him listed at Freetown as mission

procurator.
Late in 1914 he returned to the U.S.A. and resumed his ministry among Poles
in Pittsburgh, PA. In 1929 he went to Poland to assist in the development of the
Spiritan province in his home country.

Being an American citizen, he escaped

arrest. by the Nazi troops in 1939 when World War Two began and was able to
return to the U.S.A. via Finland and Norway. His remaining years were devoted to
service in a Polish parish. Having celebrated the diamond jubilee of his ordination
in 1958, he died of a stroke a few years later.
SWWW 702; Rath 590
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Fr. Emile DEL YVERT 44 FRANCE SL
* December 24, 1883 Blassac, D. of Puy

+ October 30, 1928 Paris

He graduated with a B.A. in 1902 from a nearby junior seminary before
entering the Congregation's novitiate at Orly, where he made his vows on
September 30, 1903. After completing his military service, he did his senior studies
at Chevilly and the University of Fribourg, where he was ordained on November
29, 1908.
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Assigned to Sierra Leone, this solidly built, very intelligent, apparently
somewhat shy but nonetheless self-assertive young man sailed on September 26,
1909 to Freetown. He was posted to Moyamba as assistant to Fr. Pierre Raymond.
As usual for new arrivals, he was charged with the boys' school while learning to
speak the Mende language and then began to evangelize the neighboring
villages.
In November 1911 he was sent to Serabu as assistant to Fr. Edouard
Kuntzmann, who was all alone there.

His work there was similar to what he had

done at Moyamba, but he accomplished it so well that he earned the compliments
of Fr. Kuntzmann.

In his spare time he also looked after the mission's

maintenance.
In October 1913 he went to Gerihun to relieve Fr. Antoine Sontag of part of his
burden, first looking after its school, then after that of its outstation at Yamondu and
visiting the outstation at Gbama.
It was there that on August 14, 1914 he received his mobilization orders for
World War One. He served as a medic and earned the "Cross of War" for his heroic
conduct during the epic battle of the Argonne where he rescued many wounded
American soldiers.
Demobilized in 1919, he promptly returned to Sierra Leone and was stationed
at Mobay for two months to substitute for Fr. Kuntzmann and then assigned to
Waterloo.

Hitherto only an outstation, this place was now to be a permanently

manned residence. He worked there very hard and with consoling results, for in
1921 he reported 1,500 Communions, 29 confirmations, 38 baptisms, 7 marriages
and had 75 children in its school.
The following year he was placed in charge of the Serabu mission, which by
then was well established. It had a primary school and an industrial school, trained
catechists, exploited plantations, etc. Yearly baptisms were around 600, half of
these for adults, but often only of dying people. He gave this mission his best but,

not having a head for economics, he did not manage its material affairs very well.
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He was worn out when illness struck him in 1928 and on October 10 he
arrived in France.

He was taken to the Pasteur Hospital in Paris, where his

condition soon became desperate. Offering his life for the missions, he died there
peacefully in the Lord.
B.G. 34, 125 ff.
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Mr. Mortimer VAUGHAN 29 IRELAND IRL GMB
* June 7, 1882 Mullinahone, Tipperary

+ July 23, 1911 Banjul

He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell from 1895 on, matriculated
in 1900 under the Royal University of Ireland and prefected at Rathmines and
Blackrock until 1905. He made his vows in 1909.
On November 25 of the same year he sailed for Gambia to prefect in the
school at Banjul. Two years later he died there of yellow fever.
IBN July 23
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Br. Paul de la Croix TRAPPLE 77 AUSTRIA SL SW F
• June 8, 1877 Mistelbach, D. of Vienna
+ January 18, 1956 France
At the age of thirty-three he made his vows at Chevilly and sailed on
September 28 of the same year to Sierra Leone. We find him listed there in 1911
at Slama, in charge of constructions. Fr. Charles Rudolph had drawn up the plans
for a new chapel, but it required a construction man to execute them. Brother did
so, putting up a 55 by 24 foot building of sun-dried bricks on a stone and concrete
foundation and added a small bell tower on top.
When the job was finished he was posted to Moyamba in 1912. The outbreak
of World War One led to his mobilization and when he was released in 1920 he
was placed at Fribourg, SW. Thereafter he served mostly in Paris and Chevilly.
B.G. 26, 835; 29, 718 and E.P. passim
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Fr. Gustave GU�GUIN 30 FRANCE CON GMB
• January 3, 1881 Locronan, D. of Quimper

+ July 30, 1911 Banjul

One of the eleven children born to his parents, he had done his philosophy
studies at the diocesan senior seminary when he entered the Congregation at Orly.
He made his vowed commitment there on September 30, 1901 and was ordained
on October 28, 1904 at Chevilly.
In October of the following year he sailed for the French Congo and barely two
months later he knew enough of the local language to go on safaris. In 1907 we
find him stationed at Loango, in charge of the eighty children attending its school.
When he suffered his fourth attack of black water fever in 1908 he was sent home
to recuperate.
He used his time there to follow a course in geology and topography at the
University of Fribourg. Reassigned to Africa, not to Congo but to Gambia, he sailed
on January 25, 1910. Upon arrival there, he was posted to Banjul, where he acted
as procurator while also supervising its schools. A few months later, he was sent to
Abuko, the farm school, opened at the government's request. The school was still
in its infancy and had less than a dozen young apprentices. He taught them how to
cut wood and how to span oxen before the plow, while also giving them religious
instruction.
In late 1910 he went to Dakar for his annual retreat, had another attack of
black water fever and made his perpetual vows. He then returned to Abuko. On
July 23, 1911 the same fever struck him again. Despite the best efforts of three
doctors, it carried this zealous apostle to his grave a few days later.
N.B. 4, 533 ff.
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Br. Sabbas (Joseph) DEVLIN 77 IRELAND SL GMB IRL
* January 7, 1880 Cookstown, Tyrone
+ December 21, 1958 Dublin
He had done office work for some years before he entered the novitiate in
Castlehead, Lanes, England, where he made his vows on April 17, 1910.
Assigned at once to Sierra Leone, he sailed on October 19 of the same year
from Liverpool to Freetown and was posted to Bonthe to teach in its boys' school.
That school had some 160 pupils, 40 of them boarding, and that of the Cluny
Sisters was attended by over one hundred.
In 1918 he went on leave in Ireland and was then transferred to Gambia to
resume teaching at St. Mary's in Banjul, where some 350 boys attended his school.
At the age of fifty-five he left Africa and taught at Willow Park, the new junior
division of Blackrock, until his failing health put him into retirement. Tall and gaunt,
he reminded people of an El Greco figure. He ate very little, spoke even less, but
spent long hours in the chapel in silent communion with God. True to form, he died
unobtrusively at the age of seventy-seven.
IBN December 21
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Fr. Edouard WINTZ 64 ALSACE SEN GMB GLP
+ March 18, 1934 Guadeloupe
* February 27, 1870 Hochfelden
He received his secondary schooling at Cellule, did his philosophy at
Langonnet, studied theology at Chevilly and was ordained there on October 28,
1893. Together with fifty-three other young Fathers he made his vows on August
15, 1994 at Orly.
Assigned to Senegambia, he sailed on October 25 of the same year and was
posted to Goree, then still the administrative and religious center of Senegal. He
devoted himself to the chaplaincy of the 600 children attending its schools, while
also being chaplain to the two hospitals on that little island. Two years later, he
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became a missionary on the mainland and later in the lower Casamance area,
which became his favored mission.
After a leave in France in 1909 during which he published a dictionary of the
Dioba language, we find him listed in 1910 in Gambia to replace the deceased Fr.
Paul Meistermann at the Boulelai station. He surprised and delighted the people
there because he spoke their language so well, and carried on the work of
evangelization.
For lack of documentation, we cannot determine how long exactly he
continued his work there, but by 1912 he was listed back in Senegal.

Endowed

with an iron constitution, he devoted himself heart and soul to the people, not just
by giving them the gospel message but also by taking care of them in all their
needs, including the sick, and stripping himself of his scant food and meager
possessions to succor the abandoned.
In 1928 he was diagnosed as suffering from leprosy. With great reluctance, a
shipping company allowed him to board a vessel for France, where he was treated
at Pasteur Hospital in Paris.

Two years later, he obtained permission to go

Guadeloupe to replace the deceased chaplain in its leper colony at Desirade.
While he wrote frequently about the terrible suffering of those lepers, he never said
a word about his own.

Four years later he went to his heavenly reward there,

leaving the memory of a totally dedicated priest and missionary.
B. G. 36, 876 ff., 909 ff.

182

Fr. Henri FLOTT AT 78 ALSACE SL GNE CON
* November 2, 1883, Aspach-le-Bas
+ March 5, 1962 Pont-a-Mausson, F
Professed on February 24, 1907 at Chevilly, he completed his senior
seminary studies there and was ordained on March 12, 1910.
On September 28 of the same year he sailed to Sierra Leone. Just then this
vicariate had gone through another series of personnel losses by death or
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departure imposed by illness and Bp. O'Gorman expressed the hope that now at
last he had a man who would be able to render many years of ministry. His hope
was to be fulfilled. Except for a break in 1927, Fr. Flottat appears to have lasted
until World War Two. (The general directory places him back in France only in
1947; no directories were published between 1940 and 1946.)
While serving as assistant at Bonthe on Sherbro Island, he roved around the
settlements of Mende people in the area to acquaint them with Christ's message
every week, extending his visits as far as Mobay. In 1912 we find him at Serabu, in
1920-21 at Moyamba and, apparently temporarily "on loan" to Boke, Guinea, in
1923, to return to Bonthe around 1925.
After a leave in 1927, which he spent doing promotional work, he sailed back
to Sierra Leone on December 14, 1928 to resume his work at Serabu until World
War Two. It had always been a difficult mission, but its situation was aggravated by
the fact that during his absence a non-Christian chief had opened a school of his
own and obliged all children to attend it. So he had to start all over again and by
dint of steady efforts saw the mission take root. The latest statistics before World
War Two showed that he and his catechists were succeeding: they recorded 395
Catholics and 106 catechumens. We may add here that by 1990 there were 1809
Catholics and 650 catechumens in his old Sacred Heart mission in Serabu (total
population 38,000 of which 22,000 are Moslems). He had not labored in vain.
In 1947 he was back in France, but two years later he went to Brazzaville,
where he continued to devote his waning strength for another dozen years in
easier work.
The final years of this tireless worker in the Lord's vineyard were spent in
France.
B.G.26,809,812,814;30,584,591,619;33, 151,676;34, 12; E.P. passim
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Fr. Paul BARANSKI 56 POLAND SL POL
* December 7, 1885 Staedtisch-Janow, Silesia

+ July 16, 1942 Poland

He did his secondary studies at Gentinnes, Belgium, and was professed on
October 1, 1926 at Chevilly. In his final year of theology there he was ordained on
October 28, 1910.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in mid-1911, he sailed to Freetown. In late July of
the following year he was posted to the remote new station opened at Pujehun,
near the border of Liberia to assist Fr. Jean Diebold in getting the mission started
and evangelizing the area. When Fr. Diebold became ill in 1915 after completing a
dried brick chapel, Fr. Baranski took over his position and remained in charge for
over four years.
They were difficult years and much of the time he was all alone. He faced the
unpleasant experience of seeing the chief who had so welcomed the missionaries
in 1912 arrested on the charge of belonging to a secret cannibalistic society and
die. Some 400 other men were also sent to prison on the same charge. The new
chief lacked the influence of his predecessor, which resulted in a gradual cooling of
the people's interest in the mission.
Then lightning destroyed the mission's school, but he courageously set to
work, making fire-hardened bricks for a new two story school and dormitory. It was
not yet finished when Fr. Diebold returned in 1920.

At that time, however, Fr.

Baranski was so exhausted that he had to leave Africa.
By then Poland had regained its independence and he was assigned to help
in the effort to open a new Spiritan province in his home country. He died there
while his country was in the woes of World War Two.
B.G. 23, 72, 745; 25,691; 26,841; 29, 547; 30,229, 624 ff.;39, 627 and E.P. passim
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Fr. Michael MEAGHER 65 IRELAND SL IRL
* August 24, 1880 Ballingarry, Limerick

+ May 12, 1946 Dublin

He belonged to a family that for four generations had given members to the
Congregation. He began to attend Rockwell in 1891, but had to drop out because
of illness. Later we find him graduating from Blackrock, but staying on as a prefect
until 1904. Professed on October 10, 1905 at Prior Park, England, he went to
Chevilly for his senior studies and was ordained on October 24, 1909 in Paris.
Having been assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on September 28 of the
following year to Freetown. He was posted there as an assistant at St. Edward's.
He often went on his bicycle on safari to the various outstations of these places.
This strenuous travel over bad roads and steep hills affected his heart so much that
with great reluctance he was sent back to Ireland in 1914.
After recovering he joined the staff of Rockwell until two years later he took
charge of mission promotion while also looking after the Missionary Annals, which
he raised to high standards.

In 1934 he became national director of Holy

Childhood Association, a function which he took up enthusiastically and
competently. After devoting twelve years of his life to it, he died.
IBN May 12

185

Br. Victorien KOEBEL 29 ALSACE
* January 21, 1885 Achenheim

SL

+ July 9, 1912 Bonthe SL

He made his commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1901 at
Chevilly. His years of work in France were interrupted by military service in the
German Army, after which he worked at Neufgrange, then part of Germany.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he arrived in November 1911 at Freetown and was
posted to Mobay, where he began to prepare himself for aiding in its industrial
school by learning the local language and familiarizing himself with local trades.
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He had some trouble with acclimatization and his superior was thinking about
placing him elsewhere when black water fever struck. Transported to Bonthe's
hospital, he died there soon after his arrival.
B.G. 26, 786, 816
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Fr. Antoine SONTAG 73 ALSACE SL HTI MRT F
* October 25, 1884 Dinsheim
+ November 5, 1957 France
He made his vows on October 8, 1906 at Chevilly, did his senior seminary
studies there and was ordained a priest on October 28, 1910.
Having been assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed the following year and was
posted to Gerihun as an assistant.

In 1914 he was listed as in charge of that

station. It was the time of World War One when reinforcement of personnel from
abroad was difficult while illness created vacancies and the bishop tried to
maintain the existing stations by switching people around. So we find him in 1915
at Serabu and in January 1918 at Mobay and then at Waterloo, to end up at
Serabu again in 1921.
In all those placed he worked hard, but Waterloo deserves special attention.
This mission had been opened in 1912 at the repeated requests of the town's
administrator, Mr. W. A. Valantin. A fervent Catholic, he became a strong supporter
of the mission and its catechist.

When he was transferred to Freetown, he

continued to support the Waterloo mission and provided the funds for a beautiful
new chapel to replace the old one that had collapsed
Worn out by a decade of hard work, Fr. Sontag went on leave in 1921 and
was then assigned to Haiti. In 1928 we find him listed in Mauritius, where he did
pastoral ministry. A dozen years later he was back in France. His remaining years
were spent at Neufgrange, where he continued engaging in ministry till the mid1950s.
B.G. 30,412,598,594 f., 619,626; 41,312; E.P. passim
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Fr. John Constantine SIMON 35 U.S.A. SL
* January 10, 1885 Philadelphia

+ August 12, 1820 Freetown

He received his secondary schooling at Holy Spirit College in Pittsburgh,
1900-95, before entering the novitiate at Cornwells, where he made his vows on
August 15, 1906. His year of prefecting in Pittsburgh was cut short by illness, but
he was able to go to Ferndale for his senior seminary studies. Once again illness
caused an interruption in his studies, but when he had recovered, he continued his
studies at Chevilly and then finished them at the Gregorian University in Rome. He
was ordained there on September 24, 1910.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on November 8 of the following year to
Freetown.

He served there consecutively at Ascensiontown, Bonthe on Sherbro

Island and in Freetown itself. Wherever he went he proved to be an excellent
missionary, who never hesitated to tackle any problem.

While stationed in

Freetown, he was also in charge of its schools.
In August, 1920, he went to Leicester in connection with a secondary school
which Bp. John O'Gorman planned to open in that locality. The trip on foot had
exhausted him, but he began preparing a prospectus for its opening. Then black
water fever struck. Hurriedly transported to Freetown's hospital, he died three days
later, offering his life for the mission.
B.G. 29, 790 f.; SWWW 272
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Fr. Franz Joseph SINNER ITALY TZA SL NGA SA
* August 2, 1862 Lana, then part of Austria
A thirty-three year old priest, he joined the Congregation in Chevilly by
making his vows on October 8, 1895, six days before sailing to Tanzanyika. He
tried the Trappists of Marianhill, South Africa in 1901, but returned to the
Congregation in 1904.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, illness chased him away soon after his arrival. He
recovered at Missergin, Algeria, tried East Africa again, became ill again and after
a rest returned to East Africa.
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In 1911 he went back to Sierra Leone. Stationed at the new mission opened
at Bo, he built its first residence. Two years later, he switched to Nigeria, where he
worked at Calabar and provided half of the funds needed to put up

a solid

secondary school, and at Anwa, where he helped putting up its residence.
Becoming ill again, he went to rest at Calabar in 1918 until a ship carried him
to Europe in 1920. In 1926 he joined a team of German Brothers going to South
Africa's new mission in Kroonstad. Two years later he left the Congregation.
SEAM 122; SNM 60; B.G. and E.P. passim

189

Fr. James DOWLING 65 IRELAND IRL SL
* January 12, 1880 Rathvilly, Tullaroan, Kilkenny

+ January 17, 1945 Dublin

After attending Blackrock, 1893-99, and graduating with a first Arts degree at
the Royal University of Ireland, he did five years of prefecting at Rockwell, where
Eamon de Valera was then a teacher. He then entered the novitiate at Prior Park,
England, and when this house was closed continued it in Chevilly, where he made
his vows on October 20, 1904. After prefecting for one more year at Rathmines, he
returned to Chevilly for his senior studies and was ordained there on October 28,
1910.
The following year he embarked for Sierra Leone and was posted to Bonthe,
supervising its primary school while, of course, also doing his share of
evangelization. In 1914 we find him listed at Freetown, doing similar work.
When the worldwide flu epidemic of 1918-19 struck Sierra Leone, he
rendered heroic assistance to the sick and the dying, always cheerfully ready to
help. It left him exhausted.
Returning to Ireland in 1919, he recovered and became a successful mission
procurator.

His final years from 1928 on were spent at Rathmines, where he

combined teaching with the duties of being bursar.
IBN January 17
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Fr. Leon MARQUETTE 54 FRANCE CAN GMB SEN
* February 5, 1873 Lille
+ September 17, 1927 Dakar
For some fifteen years he had worked for a wholesaler, rising to the rank of
bookkeeper, when in 1901 at the age of twenty-eight he entered the
Congregation's junior seminary at Merville to study Latin. On October 2, 1904 he
pronounced his vows at Chevilly. In his final year of theology he was ordained
there on October 28, 1908.
The following year he was sent to Canada, where the Congregation had
opened a colonial agricultural institute in 1905 at St. Alexandre, near Ottawa, and
he was appointed its bursar. The institute was not doing too well, the reason being
that its foundress had dreamt of a school where young Frenchmen would come as
immigrants to become farmers in Canada.

There being few Frenchmen who

wanted to emigrate, the institute led a lingering existence.

Later St. Alexandre

would flourish by becoming an open college, but when he arrived here, he still
heard unfavorable comments on the agricultural school. Discouraged, he asked to
be assigned to Africa.
His wish was granted and on December 25, 1911 he sailed for Senegambia.
As he had learned some English in Canada, he was posted to Gambia's mission in
Banjul, where he arrived on January 6, 1912.

He loved this place and

wholeheartedly threw himself into his work, first in English and six months after his
arrival in Wolof.

Nothing was too much for him.

Bp. Hyacinthe Jalabert, under

whose jurisdiction Gambia still fell at that time, called him an "excellent missionary."
After two years at Banjul, he was posted to Senegal to continue his ministry,
first at Rufisque and then in 1926 in Goree. There he suffered a yellow fever attack,
which ended in his death.
B.G. 33, 530 f.; SWWW 333
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We may mention here also Fr. Louis CROISIER, who went to West Africa in
1910 and spent some time in 1912 at Banjul, Gambia, but was confined most of the
time to his bed because of rheumatism and left this mission in January 1913.
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Fr. Mortimer FITZGERALD 36 IRELAND SL
• July 3, 1882 Dromig, Skibbereen, Cork
+ December 26, 1918 Stillorgan, Dublin
He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1894-1901, and then
prefected there for five years. Professed on October 15, 1907 at Chevilly, he was
also ordained there on October 28, 1911.
On September 18 of the following year he sailed from Liverpool to Sierra
Leone, where he was posted to Bonthe on Sherbro Island.

Hitherto quiet and

docile, he soon developed a progressively increasing tendency to do everything in
his own strange way that seriously upset the mission.

No one realized that an

illness had attacked his brain.
Brought back to Freetown, he was repatriated in April 1914 and placed in a
mental hospital near Dublin. He died there of cerebral tuberculosis four years later.
B.G. 29,265; IBN December 26
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Fr. Edouard GRASSER 67 ALSACE SL GB F
+ December 29, 1954 Saveme F
• September 26, 1887 Dinsheim
He made his vowed commitment to the Congregation on October 6, 1908 at
Chevilly, did his senior seminary studies there and was ordained on October 28,
1912 at the same location.
Assigned to the Sierra Leone vicariate, he sailed from Boulogne on
September 26 of the following year to Freetown.

After spending some time at

Serabu, he was listed at Gerihun as assistant before the outbreak of World War
One in 1914.

That war made it impossible to maintain more than one man at

Gerihun and he was chosen to be that man.
Being alone, he had of course to curtail the work; so the new school at Gbama
was temporarily closed. The same fate befell that at Yamandu. It was only in 1920
that it was reopened, but the school at Gerihun itself continued to function properly
and remained the hope of lasting success for the mission.
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Until he arrived at Gerihun, there was no Protestant preacher to offer
competition, but just then the town began to grow fast through an influx of Whites
and Creoles who opened trading posts. A preacher came, but gave no signs of
wanting to attract the native Mende population. A Moslem trader, likewise, was
unable to interest any but immigrants from Guinea. The number of baptisms grew
from about 160 in 1914 to 241 in 1916 and thereafter hovered around 200 a year
during the time he was all alone there.
In 1920 Father went on leave in France, but returned to Gerihun in late 1922
to resume his work with renewed energy. At last also he was no longer alone but
had a regular assistant. In late 1928, his work in Africa came to an end and he
returned to France.
At that time the Spiritan Province of France was experiencing an influx of 120
novices and it was decided to have two novitiates; one in Orly and the other at
Neufgrange. He was named assistant novice master at Orly. From 1930 on we
find him listed as superior of the junior seminary at Castlehead, Lanes, England for
a period of nine years. His remaining years were spent in France.
B.G. 24, 698; 26, 894; 27, 322; 30,594 ff., 619; 34, 12, 284; 43,452; E.P. passim
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Br. Bertinus (Benedict) BERNHARD 57 GERMANY BRZ USA CAN SL
* April 16, 1865 lsny, Wurttemberg
+ August 18, 1922, Freetown SL
Attracted by a Spiritan Brother, this young farmer entered the Congregation in
1865 at its college in Rambervillers as a postulant Brother and made his vows on
September 8, 1885 at Chevilly. He proved to be not only a good religious but also
exceptionally versatile, a quality that made him ideal for life in the missions. In
particular, he became an expert mechanic.
After serving for over a decade at the Spiritan college in Para, Brazil, he was
transferred to Tefe, in the "Green Hell" of Amazonia. On one occasion when the
mission needed a new vessel for transportation-there were virtually no roads in

169
that wilderness--he went to the U.S.A., bought a small steamer, learned navigation
and delivered the vessel at Manaos, the Amazonian jungle capital.
When the humid climate and the isolation of the mission in Tefe became too
much, he obtained a change and was assigned to Pittsburgh's Holy Spirit College
in 1901, serving as its mechanic for five years; then two years at St. Alexandre
College in Canada, followed by a few more years at Cornwells' junior seminary.
After a leave in 1912, he sailed on April 25, 1913 to Sierra Leone, where
there was plenty of scope for his many abilities and, despite his rheumatism, was
very happy there. We find him stationed at Mobay in 1914, where he headed the
blacksmithing shop of its industrial school, and at Slama in 1920, where there was
a similar school.
Having suffered two attacks of black water fever, he was sent to recuperate in
Europe in June 1920, but was happy to get back to his beloved Sierra Leone on
January 2, 1922.

Eight months later a third attack proved fatal, despite the

optimism of the attending physician in Freetown.
He had become a much-beloved figure in Sierra Leone; "his funeral," wrote
Bp. John O'Gorman, "was the most imposing I have ever seen here." We have lost
"an excellent and deeply religious confrere; it will not be easy to replace him."
B.G. 30, 872 f.; Rath 83 f.; SWWW 292
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Br. lnnozenz (Adolph) GRAFF 85 ALSACE SL GB ANG CAM
* October 31, 1880 Rosheim
+ May 7, 1966 Serabu, SL
An accomplished master in many trades, he entered the Congregation at the
age of thirty-one in Knechtsteden in 1911 and made his vows there on December
8, 1913.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on February 11 of the following year to
Freetown and was placed at Pojehun.

His first task there was to decorate and

furnish the new chapel that was almost finished. The altar he built of precious
wood drew the admiration of everyone. After the chapel's blessing in April 1915 he
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was posted to Mobay to take charge of its industrial school. In 1920 we find him
listed again at Pojehun, but soon after he was sent to Serabu to open another
industrial school.
While on leave in 1922, he was retained to serve in Castlehead, England in
1925, followed by Angola and Congo in 1928 and Cameroon in 1934.
Undoubtedly these many switches must have been inspired by his special abilities,
as was the case with several other German Brothers.
On December 4, 1937 at last he was able to sail again to Sierra Leone. We
find him listed there at Mobay in 1939 and, following World War Two, at Moyamba
from 1947 on. By 1952 he was listed as retired at the age of seventy-two, first at
Moyamba and then from 1961 on at Serabu.

Having celebrated the golden

anniversary of his religious profession in 1963, the faithful Brother went to his
heavenly reward.
B.G. 30,589,619,624, 757; E.P. passim; Rath 626
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Fr. David J. LLOYD 72 IRELAND SL
* November 18, 1885 Limerick

+ April 10, 1958 Freetown

He completed his secondary education in 1906 at Rockwell and prefected
there for one year before making his vowed commitment to the Congregation on
October 3, 1909 at Chevilly. In his final year of theology he was ordained there on
October 28, 1913.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed on October 1
from Liverpool while World War One had already started. After a year as assistant
at Mobay, he took charge of Pujehun. In 1916 he became director of the Bonthe
mission on Sherbro Island, a position he retained until 1933.
When Bp. John O'Gorman resigned in 1932, Father became apostolic
administrator of the vicariate until Bp. Ambros.e Kelly was named the new vicar
apostolic in 1937. During the interim he resided at Freetown and served also as
pastor of St. Edward's in that town, a function he retained until 1943. From 1940 till
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1947 he was also principal superior of the Spiritans working in Sierra Leone. He
was described as a kind superior who always acted as a true gentleman. From
1943 on he resided again at Bonthe's St. Patrick's parish until 1951.
His retirement began in 1952 after thirty-eight years of service to Sierra
Leone. For the remainder of his life he lived at St. Anthony's in Brookfields, the
new name for what used to be Ascensiontown, and then at Sacred Heart Cathedral
in Freetown.

He lived long enough to see the vicariate become the regular

Diocese of Freetown and Bo in 1950, the birth of the Makeni prefecture, the
development of the mission's educational system with secondary schools and
teachers training colleges and a total of some 20,000 Catholics and catechumens
in a population of about 2.250,000.

Islam was the predominant religion, but

relations with its adherents were very good, as many of them had been educated in
the mission's schools.
IBN April 1O; Arch. CS Sp Dublin
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Fr. Michael SEXTON 62 IRELAND SL IRL
* October 10, 1885 Milton-Malbay, Clare

+ July 20, 1948 Rathmines

He attended Rockwell from 1898 on and prefected from 1905 till 1909 at
Rockwell and Blackrock before going to France for his further formation. Professed
on October 2, 1910 at Chevilly, he was ordained in 1914.
As he was assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on October 5 of the following
year from Liverpool. Given the shortage of personnel, he moved around, but we
find him at Pujehun as an assistant and from 1918 as director of Ascensiontown.
In 1923 he became gravely ill and had to say farewell to the tropics.

He

served at Blackrock as assistant dean until 1926 when he was asked to help
reopen St. Mary's college in Rathmines.

Transferred to Rockwell as bursar in

1934, he found the job overwhelming and obtained permission to return one year
later to Rathmines, where he died.
IBN July 28; B.G. 30, 586 f., 625, 873; Arch. CSSp Dublin

172
198

We may mention here also Fr. Joseph B. KELLY (1883-1946). He arrived in
May 1915 at St. Mary's mission in Banjul, Gambia. Almost constantly ailing, he
finally suffered a sunstroke and was sent back to Ireland six months after his arrival.
Transferred to the U.S.A. in 1917, he labored hard in African-American parishes in
Louisiana for two decades. His health broken, he retired to Ireland in 1937.
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Fr. Michael A O'CONNOR 72 IRELAND SL IRL TT USA
* May 2, 1885 Castleisland, Kerry
+ June 15, 1957 Blackrock
A classmate of Fr. Edward Leen, he attended Rockwell before making his
vows on October 10, 1905 at Prior Park, England, did his philosophy at Chevilly,
prefected at Rockwell and earned a B.A. in Classics in 1912. Going back to France
for theology at Chevilly, he ended up at Langonnet when World War One broke out
and was ordained there in September 1914. (Blame the war for the lack of the
exact date.) The following year he was appointed to Rathmines.
On October 11, 1916 he embarked at Liverpool for Sierra Leone, where Bp.
John O'Gorman posted him to Bonthe on Sherbro Island.

He built up a very

successful primary school there that provoked envy. The worldwide flu epidemic of
1919 forced him to go for recuperation to Freetown and when he had recovered the
bishop used his talents to open up the first Catholic high school, which was
destined to flourish.
Black water fever chased him out of the country in 1922, alive, but suffering
ever after from its effects. It did not stop him from remaining very active. He did
promotion work for the missions in Ireland until in 1925 he joined the teaching staff
at Blackrock.
His heart, however, remained attached to Sierra Leone and in 1930 he was
able to return.

Stationed at St. Edward's in Freetown, he took over the

management of its school to give its director a chance to go on leave and after his
return was posted again to Bonthe. Though he would have liked to stay, his health

-
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was not really up to it and in 1935 he was transferred to Trinidad to teach at St.
Mary's College.
Even its milder tropical climate was too much for him and in 1941 he went to
the U.S.A. He taught there for two years at Duquesne University before taking up
pastoral duties in various locations.

Once again, his frail health obliged him to

return to Ireland in 1946. He still taught at Blackrock, where the new generation of
students nicknamed him Barry FitzGerald because of his physical resemblance to
that film actor. He was less successful in his teaching now, but still popular among
the boys because of his amazing ability to remember names and scores in sporting
events.
Suffering from a heart condition and pancreas trouble, he died at Blackrock.
IBN June 15; SWWW 673; C.I.C. Annual 1958, 33 f.
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Fr. Cornelius MULCAHY 55 IRELAND SL
* February 18, 1886 Monagean, Limerick

+ December 8, 1941 Freetown

A Blackrock graduate, 1894-1904, he matriculated under the Royal University
of Ireland in 1905 and did his First Arts before prefecting at Rathmines, 1906-1910.
On October 8, 1911 he made his vows at Chevilly. His senior studies there were
interrupted by World War One in 1914 when these studies were transferred to
Langonnet in Brittany. He was ordained there on October 28, 1916.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on October 18 of the following year from
Liverpool. After doing his apprenticeship at Serabu as an assistant till 1920 and
two years at Mobay, he was recalled to Freetown to assist Fr. Michael O'Connor in
St. Edward's in the high school which Bp. John O'Gorman had just opened.
Four months after his arrival there, in February 1922, Fr. O'Connor, his health
broken, sailed for Europe and Fr. Mulcahy assumed his position as principal of the
school. It was to be his life-work.
For two decades he spent himself for the school and its "boys." His ideals
were high and he managed to implant them into his students. He demanded the
best of them whether it was a matter of studies, athletics, games or scouting. A
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strong disciplinarian, he instilled in them a similar sense of discipline.

Thus it

should surprise none that the "old boys" of St. Edward's attained positions of high
responsibility in professional, business and government circles. Catholics ceased
to be viewed as "second class" citizens. He followed their accomplishments with
great interest and they revered him as long as they lived.
Death came for him suddenly in the local hospital.
IBN December 8
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Fr. Joseph GASCHY 77 ALSACE SL SEN F
* November 8, 1890 Bosenbiesen
+ December 11, 1967 Wolxheim-Canal
He made his vows on October 20, 1912 at Chevilly, began his senior studies
there and continued them at Langonnet after World War One had broken out. On
October 28, 1916 he was ordained at Langonnet.
The same war delayed his departure to Sierra Leone until in the spring of
1919 he sailed to his destination. After being posted to Mobay as assistant, he
substituted for the absent director of Gerihun in 1921 and after the director's return
went back to Mobay to help supervise its schools and outstations.
In 1926 we find him listed in Pujehun as in charge of that mission and some
time later at Waterloo in a similar position. His stay there must have been very
short, for in mid-June 1927 he was back in France and sent to Montana,
Switzerland, suffering from tuberculosis.
After his recovery we find him listed in 1932 in Senegambia, where for many
years he was in charge of the mission in Kaolak.

No general directories were

published during the years of World War Two, but in 1939 he was still listed as in
Kaolak while in 1947 he was back again in Montana to be treated for tuberculosis.
His remaining years were spent in semi or total retirement, mostly in his
Alsatian home province at Wolxheim-Canal.
B.G. 30, 589, 593; E.P. passim
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Fr. Denis JOY 49 IRELAND SL IRL GMB
* December 1, 1887 Coolacusane, Cashel, Tipperary

+ May 1, 1937 Banjul

He attended Rockwell, 1900-08, and prefected there for four years before
making his vows on September 28, 1913 at Kimm age. He then became one of the
dozen students chosen to be the pioneering class of the new senior seminary at
Kimmage. He earned a B.A. in philosophy in 1915 and was then sent to
Langonnet to begin his theology, but returned to Ireland in 1917 when theology
began to be taught at home in Kimmage. On June 15, 1919 he was ordained at
Rathmines by Bp. John O'Gorman.
Nearly thirty-one years old, he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sailed in
October 1919 to Freetown. Having a bachelor's degree, he was of course placed
in charge of the mission's school in Freetown while also being chaplain to the
military and assisting in parish work.
From 1922 on he functioned as director and bursar and then also as pro-vicar
of the bishop until Bp. O'Gorman was succeeded by Bp. Bartholemew Wilson in
1933. Much in need of a rest, he returned to Ireland and after recuperating did
promotional work and engaged in preaching retreats and popular missions.
In 1934 we find him listed again at Freetown as in charge of St. Edward's.
Meanwhile Fr. John Meehan in Banjul was appealing for someone to develop new
stations inland in Gambia and Fr. Joy volunteered to go to his assistance in 1936.
He was just getting into the swing of his assignment when, six months after his
arrival, death came for him. He died as he had lived, reminding himself every day
that on his profession day he had offered his life to the service of the Good Lord.
B.G. 38,348 ff.; IBN May 1
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Fr. Daniel O'SULLIVAN 32 IRELAND SL
* January 21, 1889 Abbeyfeale, Limerick

+ March 23, 1921 Bonthe SL

He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1904-08, prefected at
Rathmines and made his vows on September 8, 1912 at Kimmage. He earned a
B.A., Honors, in 1915 and in his final year of theology was ordained on December
21, 1919 in Dublin.
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Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1920, he was posted to Bonthe. A robust-looking
and cheerful young man, full of energy and good will, he gave great hope to the
mission and its schools.

It was not to be.

A few months after his arrival, he

developed a slight fever, which two weeks later carried him to his death, without
any agony on Pentecost Sunday.
B.G. 30, 217; IBN March 23; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Mention should be made here also of Fr. Gabriel PELEGRIN, a diocesan
African-born priest, who was listed as an assistant ministering at St. Edward's
Banjul, Gambia in 1920 and 1923.
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Fr. John J. O'DONNELL 42 IRELAND SL
* November 24, 1889 Knockjames, Clare

+ January 2, 1932 Moyamba SL

The son of a national school teacher, he attended Blackrock, 1905-1911,
made his vows at Kimmage on September 12, 1912, together with the future
Archbishops Charles Heerey and James Leen and future Superior General of the
Congregation Fr. Francis Griffin. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he
prefected for three years at Blackrock and during that time a football injury he had
suffered became worse and obliged him to wear a metal brace for some years. He
also had a partially paralyzed arm, which necessitated a special dispensation
before he could be ordained. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on September 26, 1920 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1921, he was posted to Moyamba.

Being

somewhat lacking in self-confidence, he was judged to lack ability by his superior
there and sent back to Freetown eight months later. There it was soon realized that
he was not merely hardworking but also had a special talent in dealing with the
young and supervising them in the mission's schools.
In 1924 he became director of the Ascensiontown station, where he built a
new church and spent himself unremittingly in the service of the people, who came
to love him very much. In 1928 he was exhausted and had to go to Ireland for
recuperation.
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Returning to Sierra Leone in 1929, he was stationed again at Moyamba, after
a short time at Ascensiontown.

In 1931 he became its director. Once more, he

spent himself supervising the work of the catechists and going on long and
punishing treks into the bush country of that vast mission.
On Christmas Eve 1931 he baptized some forty adults and then spent the
hours till Midnight Mass hearing confessions. The following day he felt exhausted
and feverish. Though the doctor did not think that his condition was serious, he
died a few days later, offering his life for the mission.
B.G. 35, 784 ff.; IBN January 2
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Fr. Aloyse HAEGY 87 ALSACE TT B HTI GMB F
+ September 1, 1965 Neufgrange F
* August 15, 1878 Ammerschwir
A cousin of Fr. Jean Ebenrecht, C.S.Sp., who worked in Ireland, he went to
Blackrock for his secondary schooling in 1893, matriculated at the Royal University
and prefected at Blackrock for one year. Going to France, he made his vows on
October 1, 1899 at Orly and was ordained at Chevilly on October 28, 1904.
He served as a teacher at St. Mary's College in Trinidad from 1905 until 1910,
then one year at Gentinnes, Belgium, followed by eleven years in St. Martial's
College, Haiti.
In 1922, at the age of forty-six, he was assigned to Gambia and sailed on
October 30 of that year to his destination.

For twenty-four years he remained

attached to St. Edward's Banjul, doing parish work and busying himself with its
schools.
In 1946 he returned to France as "retired." He lived long enough to celebrate
the diamond jubilee of his ordination in his home province of Alsace in 1964 and
died the following year.
IBN September 1; SWWW 753
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Fr. Joseph P. HORGAN 89 IRELAND SL USA NGA IRL
• March 12, 1892 Ballybunion, Kerry
June 16, 1981 Cabinteely IRL
Ruggedly built and old enough to qualify for a place on the rugby team when
he went to Rockwell to complete his secondary studies in 1910, he made his vows
on September 8, 1912 at Kimmage. After prefecting for three years at Rockwell, he
did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage, earned a B.A. in 1918 and was
ordained on September 19, 1921 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. He served there first at
Freetown and then from 1926 on was listed at Moyamba, becoming director of that
station after the departure of Fr. Jean Diebold.
In 1928 he went to the U.S.A. serving on the Irish Mission Band, giving
popular missions in various parishes for one year and then joined the mission
promotion team in Ireland for many years. His work took him back to the U.S.A.
several times.
At the age of seventy-three, he was able to go back to Africa, this time to
Nigeria, in 1965. He functioned there as pastor at Nsukka till 1967. After trying
again to take up ministry in the U.S.A. in 1968, he realized that he was too old and
too weak and returned to Ireland in retirement, first at Kimmage and then for his
final years at St. Gabriel's hospital in Cabinteely.
IBN June 16; SNM 590

208

Fr. Henry J. THESSING 54 U.S.A. SL USA
• October 23, 1896 Conway, AR
+ February 8, 1951 Little Rock, AR
He had travelled more than 1,000 miles to enter the Congregation's junior
seminary in Cornwells in 1911. After making his vows on September 9, 1917 at
Ferndale, he did his senior seminary studies there and was ordained on August 26,
1922.
The following year he was one of the first group of five American Spiritans to
be assigned to Africa. On November 7, 1923 he embarked at Liverpool for Sierra
Leone. We find him listed as an assistant at Gerihun and Moyamba. His stay in
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Sierra Leone was brief; an attack of black water fever forced him to flee around
1925.
After recuperating in the Norfolk Naval Hospital, he took up parish ministry in
the U.S.A., mostly in African-American parishes and notably in Dayton, Ohio.
Having suffered several heart attacks, he went for a rest in 1950 in his hometown of
Conway. A final attack led to his death in nearby St. Vincent Hospital, Little Rock.
SWWW591
209

Fr. Edward KINSELLA 86 IRELAND TT SL IRL
* April 21, 1894 Kildarin, Clare

+ October 8, 1980 Dublin

He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell from 1908 on and made its
rugby team in 1911 and 1912. Then, opting for the Congregation, he made his
vows on September 28, 1913 at Kimmage. After prefecting at St. Mary's College,
Trinidad until 1917, he earned a S.A. at the National University of Ireland in 1920,
did his theology at Kimmage and was ordained on May 25, 1923 in Dublin. In
1924 he also obtained a teacher's certificate in Ireland.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone. He served there at St. Edward's
in Freetown as an assistant, but from 1928 on we find him listed at St. Anthony's in
Ascentiontown--later renamed Srookfields. He built a new church there.
From 1932 on he was back in Ireland and functioned for five years as bursar
at Rockwell.

During the war years, 1940-45, he engaged in promotion work in

Ireland, crossing the country by charcoal-fuelled car to show mission movies.
In 1946 Sp. Ambrose Kelly managed to regain him for Sierra Leone.

He

served a vicar delegate and principal religious superior until 1951 when he
became vicar general. After Sp. Kelly's death in 1951 a new administration took
over the diocese and he was transferred from Freetown to Sonthe.
In 1963 he returned to Ireland, being nearly seventy years of age.

His

retirement years were spent at Kimmage, where he celebrated his golden jubilee
as a priest in 1973. He died in a hospital seven years later.
ISN October 8; SWWW 1090
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Fr. Joseph MENDY deserves also to be mentioned here.

Born in Banjul,

Gambia, he received his senior seminary formation and education at Ngasobil,
Senegal, and was ordained as a diocesan priest on June 22, 1924 in his
hometown at St. Edward's, filled to overflowing with people of every creed,
including Moslems.

Over six feet tall, this member of the Mandingue tribe was

fluent not only in Wolof but also in English and French.

He ministered at St.

Edward'sforaboutadecade. (B.G. 31,818; E.P. passim)
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Fr. Joseph WURTZ 81 ALSACE SL F
* December 10, 1895 Souffelwegersheim

+ February 21, 1977 France

Professed at Orly on October 3, 1921 he did his senior seminary studies at
Chevilly and was ordained on October 28, 1924 in Paris.
On November 14 of the following year he embarked at Marseille for his
assigned mission of Sierra Leone. Posted to Gerihun as assistant, he was listed as
director of this station, located some 100 miles from the coast, in 1930. His work
consisted mainly of supervising the mission's schools in its outstations, as well as
in Gerihun itself.
Two years later we find him listed as in charge of Holy Family mission in
Pujehun in the extreme South of the country, near the border of Liberia. In 1936 he
became the founding father of St. Peter Claver's station at Lunsar, hitherto an
outstation of Freetown, which seemed to offer solid prospects. Three years later he
was able to report 146 Catholics and 104 catechumens.
After World War Two we find him listed at Immaculate Conception's church in
Waterloo on the peninsula of Sierra Leone. The town's Creole population was
mostly Protestant, but Islam had only a few followers and the native Mende people,
though slow to convert to the Church, were well-disposed toward it since their chief
had become a Catholic. By 1949 he reported 230 Catholics and 58 catechumens.
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By 1961 he was listed back in France after more than three decades of hard
work in Sierra Leone.

He took up residence at Strasbourg, where the

Congregation had a residence for students at the local university. He celebrated
the golden jubilee of his ordination in 197 4 and went to his reward three years
later.
B.G. 30,329; 31,811; E.P. passim
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Fr. Denis MULLANE 32 IRELAND SL
• January 5, 1896 Ardagh, Limerick

+ August 31, 1928 Freetown

Educated at Blackrock, 1912-16, he made his vows on April 25, 1917 at
Kimmage, earned a B.A. in 1919 and prefected for three years at Blackrock. In his
final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 21, 1925 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed on November 3, 1926 to Freetown. He
was described as possessing exactly the qualities needed to be a very good
missionary and eagerly threw himself into his work at Bonthe on Sherbro Island.
The hope that he would be able to serve for many years was cut short when two
years later an attack of "bilious fever" killed him.
B.G. 4,297 f.; IBN August 31
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Fr. John A. AIKENS U.S.A. SL USA
• June 21, 1898 Philadelphia
He received his secondary schooling at Cornwells, 1913-18, and made his
vows at Ferndale on August 15, 1919. His senior studies there were interrupted by
two years of prefecting at Duquesne's prep school, 1921-23. In his final year of
theology he was ordained on August 29, 1925.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he sailed in January 1927 to his destination. We
find him listed at Moyamba as assistant to Fr. Joseph Horgan. Unfortunately, he
became ill and had to be repatriated less than two years later.
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After recuperating in Rhode Island, he withdrew from the Congregation to try
monastic life at the Trappist monastery, Portsmouth, in 1929, but returned to the
Congregation the following year. He then tried another Trappist monastery in Iowa,
where he lasted two years. After engaging in parish ministry for about six years, he
once more tried the Trappists at Gethsemane Abbey in Kentucky. Professed as a
monk in 1940, he died there in 1987.
SWWW471
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Br. Gabriel (Francis) FARRELL 79 IRELAND IRL SL
* August 13, 1905 Dublin
+ February 5, 1985 Dublin
He entered the Brothers' novitiate at the age of sixteen and made his vows on
December 16, 1923 at Kimmage, after which he served in the Missionary Annals'
office for nearly two years.
On January 20, 1926 Bp. O'Gorman took him along to Sierra Leone. Posted
to Mobay on Sherbro Island he served as headmaster of its primary schools while
also being the mission's organist and choirmaster.
In 1939 he was transferred to Bonthe on the same island and in 1942 to Bo's
St. Francis Xavier parish. He served there twelve years. He then became assistant
to the educational secretary of the diocese from 1955 until 1962, when he was
named bursar of the Catholic Training College at Bo.

He contributed much to

primary education and used the Boy Scout movement for character formation. He
himself gave the good example by his helpfulness, good humor and openness to
others.
After forty-four years of service in Sierra Leone he returned to Ireland in 1970.
He still helped in the administration of the Annals for some time before complete
retirement at Kimmage. After a long illness he went to his heavenly reward in a
hospice.
IBN February 5; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Leon FUCHS 58 ALSACE SL ANG
• May 4, 1900 Ranspach-le-Bas

+ January 28, 1959 Angola

Professed on September 25, 1921 at Neufgrange, he did his senior seminary
studies at Chevilly and was ordained on October 28, 1925 in Paris.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him posted
there at Serabu as an assistant in 1928 and in charge of that station in 1930. Two
years later he was listed at Gerihun.
On March 30, 1933 he was back in France and later in that year he was
reassigned to Angola.

He continued to work as a missionary there for the

remaining quarter of a century in various locations till his death.
B.G.30,295; 32,382;36, 191,466;46,284; E.P. passim
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Fr. Harold WHITESIDE 48 GREAT BRITAIN GMB GB NGA
• June 7, 1902 St. Annes-on-Sea,
+ November 1, 1950 Bickley,Kent
near Liverpool
He made his vows on October 8, 1921 at Neufgrange, did his senior seminary
studies at Chevilly and was ordained on October 28, 1925 in Paris.
Assigned to Senegambia, he sailed on October 27 of the following year to his
destination and was posted to Gambia as an assistant to Fr. John Meehan at St.
Mary's church in Banjul.
In 1936 he was recalled to England and became superior of the
Congregation's vice-province in his home country until 1941.

As the German

Spiritans in Benue had been interned when World War Two began on the western
front, he was sent out to Nigeria to help replace them. He worked there at Gboko
and Korinya. While on leave in 1950, he died in England.
SNM 173
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Fr. Jeremiah J. LYNCH 73 IRELAND SL KEN IRL
* November 16, 1899 Fort Richard, Nohoval, Cork

+ July 1, 1973 Dublin

A brother of Spiritan Fr. T. Austin (+1975), and a nephew of Spiritan Frs.
Austin (+1907) and Daniel (+1916) Lynch, he attended Blackrock, 1911-17, and
prefected there until 1920. After making his vows on September 3, 1921 at
Kimmage, he did his philosophy at Rathmines and earned a B.A. in 1924. In his
final year of theology at Blackrock, he was ordained on June 19, 1927 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1928, he served at Moyamba for two years. A
collision with a car sent him back to Ireland in 1930 on a stretcher.

Possibly

because of a misunderstanding, on arrival in Ireland, the ship was met by a
hearse(!) for him, but he did not object to that vehicle of transportation if it could
help him recover more quickly.
In 1932 he was happy to return to Sierra Leone, where he was attached to St.
Anthony's at Brookfields, formerly named Ascensiontown. From 1933 till 1935 he
was also vicar delegate of Bp. John O'Gorman. Then he was involved in another
accident while travelling on a motorcycle. Once again, he had to go to Ireland for
treatment.
After recovery he was reassigned to Kenya in 1937. He served as rector of
Holy Spirit church in Mombasa, where during World War Two he also took care of
the numerous missionaries on transit through that port.

From 1945 on he was

principal of the Holy Spirit secondary school in Mangu while also teaching
mathematics.
His health broke down in 1947 and he returned to Ireland.

He taught

mathematics at Blackrock until 1956. Loved by all, he was also the subject of many
anecdotes. On one occasion, when he was reading the "bans of Marriage" in a
nearby parish, he ended the bans by saying, "May they and all the faithful departed
rest in peace." As his infirmities increased, he retired in Blackrock after 1956. He
entered a nursing home where he calmly awaited death as if it were but another
appointment in his life.
IBN July 1; SEAM 431
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Bp. Ambrose KELLY 51 GREAT BRITAIN SL
* June 24, 1900 Newhaven, Sussex, England

+ February 12, 1952 Freetown

Sent to Blackrock for his secondary schooling in 1922-1918, he made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 29, 1919 at Kimmage, and earned
a B.A. Honors, in 1923 while prefecting at Blackrock, 1922-25, and in the final year
of his theology at Blackrock was ordained on June 17, 1928 in Dublin. During all
his student days he also excelled in sports.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1929, he was posted to St. Edward's in Freetown
to teach in its secondary school. Its principal, Fr. Cornelius Mulcahy, hoped that he
would be able to take over his job, but it was not to be. In 1931 he was transferred
to Bonthe and the following year to Slama; two years later he became director of
the Bonthe mission.

In between these postings he also served twice briefly at

Moyamba to substitute for absent or deceased priests.
While on leave in 1937 he was named vicar apostolic of Sierra Leone to
replace retired Bp. Bartholemew Wilson and was ordained a bishop on May 29,
1937 at Blackrock. He used to console the Fathers whom he had to shift around to
fill gaps by saying, "Look at me. I was changed from pillar to post for eight years;
then they made me a bishop."
The years of World War Two were particularly trying for him. Replacements
were virtually impossible, expansion of works had to be postponed and he had to
fill gaps as best as he could by shifting people around. In 1940 he was happy to
see Fr. Edward Hamelberg, C.S.Sp. return to Sierra Leone as a priest in 1940.
He also founded the Sierra Leone Catholic Monthly and is credited with the
opening of the Catholic teachers training college in Bo and of a clinic in Serabu.
In 1950 he had the joy of hearing that his vicariate had been raised to the
status of a diocese with him as its first resident bishop. Unfortunately, less than two
years later he became ill and died after one week in the local hospital.
A very simple and almost shy man, he was kindness personified rather than
authoritarian. Not just his priests but anyone had ready access to him.
IBN February 12; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James or Seamus J. COLEMAN 87 IRELAND SL AUS IRL
+ October 15, 1988 Kimmage
* January 1, 1901 Dublin
He was always proud of the fact that he entered this world in the first hour of
the first day of the twentieth century. After receiving his secondary schooling he
served in the post office for a few years and then entered the Congregation at
Kimmage, where he made his vows on October 7, 1923. In the final year of his
theology studies at Kimmage he was ordained on June 17, 1928 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he was to work
for twenty-three years.

We find him listed at Slama till 1932, then one year at

Mobay, at Gerihun, 1933-35, at Bonthe, 1936-37, at Gerihun, 1937-39, in London
acquiring a teacher's certificate in 1941 and at Bo, 1941-46. He loved organizing
things, usually in his own way, but not so as to hurt the people who had to work
side by side with him.
Ill health sent him back to Ireland in 1947 by plane, the first missionary, he
thought, who did so by air.

He then functioned as provincial secretary and

organized that office as well as helping to do the same for the provincial archives.
In 1953 he went to Australia to investigate a possible foundation there and then
resumed his secretarial function.
In 1961 he was placed in retirement at Ardbraccan, but felt well enough to
pursue his interest in local history and music. In 1978 he was happy to celebrate
his golden jubilee as a priest there. His final days were spent at Kimmage, where
he remained conscious to the last.
IBN October 15
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Fr. Henry PARKINSON 70 GREAT BRITAIN GB SL
* July 22, 1899 Manchester, Salford

+ June 4, 1970 Brighton

He made his vows on October 28, 1921 at Orly, did his senior seminary
studies at Chevilly and was ordained on October 28, 1925 in Paris. His first
assignment kept him in England to teach at Castlehead.
By 1930, however, he was in Sierra Leone, where he among his duties was to
be chaplain at the local hospital in Freetown and he was able to baptize many of
the dying.

While visiting Moyamba, he arrived in time to prepare Fr. John

O'Connell for death in January 1932.
Presumably it was illness that sent him back to England in 1934 and he was
looking forward to returning to Sierra Leone, but he was retained in England to
teach at Castlehead. After World War Two he was named provincial of the newly
erected Province of England until 1952. His remaining years were mostly spent in
pastoral ministry.
B.G. 30,329; 31,382; 35, 86, 786; 36,397; 40, 4, 52,204 and E.P. passim
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SECTION TWO: THE PERIOD FROM 1931 - 1969
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SOME MAJOR POLITICAL EVENTS 1931 - 1969
1939-45

World War Two

1957

The Gold Coast becomes an independent country, renamed Ghana.

1961

Sierra Leone becomes an independent republic.

1965

Gambia becomes an autonomous republic, but retains membership in
the Commonwealth.

DATES AND EVENTS AFFECTING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AREAS
ENTRUSTED TO THE SPIRITANS, 1931-69
1950

The Spiritan Vicariate of Sierra Leone is raised to the status of
Diocese of Freetown and Bo.

1951

The independent mission of Gambia becomes the Apostolic
Prefecture of Bathurst (Banjul).

1952

The Prefecture of Makeni is separated from the Diocese of Freetown
and Bo and entrusted to the Xaverian Missionaries of Parma. It
became a diocese in 1962.

1957

The Prefecture of Bathurst becomes a diocese.

1962-65

Vatican Council Two

1969

The Holy See abolishes the jus commissionis by which territories
had been hitherto entrusted to missionary institutes.
statistics:

population

Catholics &
catechumens
GAMBIA 350,000
9,000+
SIERRA LEONE 2.4000,000 47,000+

Priests
exp. Afr.
17
0
103
2

Sisters
exp. Afr.
16
0
67
0

Brothers
exp. Afr.
2
0
18
0
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Fr. Francis WELCH 66 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
* June 4, 1903 Kyo, Amfield Plain,
+ August 6, 1969 Stanley, England
D. of Hexham
He received his senior formation in France, where he made his vows on
September 3, 1931 at Orly. In his final year of theology at Chevilly he was
ordained there on October 12, 1930.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1931, he was posted to Moyamba as assistant
and in 1934 we find him listed at Serabu. Two years later he was recorded at
Pujehun as in charge of that station. The Church was beginning to grow there, for
three years later he reported some 700 Catholics and catechumens.
World War Two produced a scarcity of records, but in 1947 he was listed back
in England. Residing at the provincialate in Bickley, he was in charge of mission
propaganda for many years. In 1961 he was no longer recorded under mission
promotion, but still performing service in the province in a minor capacity, such as
convent chaplain.
From 1968 on he was officially listed as retired at Castlehead. He died the
following year.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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..

Fr. Thomas McENNIS IRELAND 73 GMB KEN IRL
* November 19, 1899 Tubber, Galway

+ June 15, 1973 Dublin

For seven years he had worked for a railroad company and he had joined the
irregulars during the years of the Irish civil war of the 1920s before he entered
Blackrock in 1924 for some additional studies. On September 9, 1926 he made his
vows at Kimmage and in his final year of theology he was ordained on June 21,
1931 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia and sailed in October to
Banjul. Tuberculosis forced him back to Europe in April 1933 to seek a cure at
Montana, Switzerland.
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Three years later he returned to Africa, this time in the healthier climate of
Kenya.

He labored there for thirty-four years, mostly in the Nairobi area doing

parish work. In 1967 he became vicar general of Abp. John McCarthy. After World
War Two he earned the Gold Cross of Merit from the exiled President of Poland for
his work among the thousands of Polish war refugees who had found a haven in
Kenya.
Retiring to Ireland in 1970, he died there three years later.
IBN June 15; SEAM 413
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Fr. John McDONALD 70 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
* August 12, 1908 Inverness, D. of Aberdeen
+ February 17, 1979 England
He made his vows on March 19, 1927 at Castlehead and went to France for
his senior seminary studies. In his final year of theology he was ordained on
October 2, 1932 in Chevilly.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him listed at
Moyamba as assistant in 1934 and in 1936 as interim director of the station at Bo,
which had been opened in 1933.

He performed so well that he was placed in

charge there.
After World War Two we find him in 1947 as director of the Lunsar station, near
Marampa, where he labored for many years. As his energy diminished, he was
posted as assistant at Bo, where we find him listed in 1961.
Returning to England around 1965 after three decades of missionary work in
Sierra Leone, he took up residence at Uddington, a center of mission promotion for
the remainder of his active life.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Bp. Bartholemew WILSON 54 IRELAND GB IRL TZA SL
* May 27, 1884 Cobh, Cork
+ October 28, 1938 Blackrock
He entered Rockwell to join the Congregation in 1898 and left two years later
to become a jeweler, but returned in 1904. On October 6, 1908 he made his vows
at Chevilly and in his final year of theology there was ordained on October 28,
1913.
After serving in a parish in England he became an army chaplain during World
War One and earned the Victoria Cross for distinguished service on the battlefields
of Flanders and France. An illness that baffled the doctors led to his discharge in
1917. He tried to teach at Rockwell, but his health was not strong enough and he
was posted to Blackrock with the light duty of supervising its prefects.
By 1921 his health had considerably improved and he sailed for the
Bagamoyo vicariate. In 1923 the Holy See named him its vicar apostolic.
ordained a bishop on June 9, 1924.

He was

He was tactful in his dealings with the

multinational personnel of his territory and managed to draw the best out of them.
When the vicariate was entrusted to the Dutch province of the Congregation
1933, he was transferred to the vicariate of Sierra Leone. His health, however, had
been precarious ever since he had suffered a case of food poisoning in East Africa
and the harsh climate of Sierra Leone did nothing to improve it.

In 1936 the

doctors ordered him home to Ireland.
He still served as convent chaplain for two years and then died on the silver
anniversary of his ordination as a priest.
IBN October 28; SEAM 280
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Fr. Thomas CONNOR 62 GREAT BRITAIN SL
* March 9, 1905 Glenboig, D. of Glasgow

+ April 14, 1967 Glasgow

After making his vows on September 8, 1927 at Orly, he did his senior
seminary studies at Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 2, 1932.
The following year he received his assignment to Sierra Leone. We find him
listed as assistant at Bonthe on Sherbro Island in 1934 and at Waterloo in 1936.
Three years later he was recorded as in charge of the Bonthe station, which by
then had grown to a congregation of nearly 700 Catholics and catechumens.
After a leave in 1947 he returned to Sierra Leone and was posted to Bo. In
1952 he served at Serabu as assistant. He was still listed there in 1961 when this
mission recorded over 1,560 Catholics and catechumens.
Worn out by three decades of labor, he returned to Great Britain and died
there. In the Congregation's necrology his name is given as O'Connor; prior to his
death it was always recorded as Connor.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Michael DOODY 28 IRELAND GMB
* September 19, 1905 Monagea Newscastle
West, Limerick

+ December 21, 1933 Plymouth

A brother of Spiritan Fr. Jerome, he attended Blackrock, 1919-24, before
making his vows on August 24, 1925 at Kimmage. After doing two years of
philosophy at Blackrock, he prefected at Rockwell for two years. In his final year of
theology at Blackrock, he was ordained on June 5, 1932. During his student days
he excelled in sports, notably football, for he was endowed with sturdy health and
inexhaustible energy. Then the first signs of tuberculosis manifested themselves.
Given his hitherto excellent health, it was thought that he could shake off the
disease, like some others had done, in a tropical climate.
Assigned to Gambia, he sailed in 1933 for Banjul, where he was eagerly
awaited by Fr. John Meehan, the superior of that mission. Fr. Doody himself looked
forward to many years of fruitful work. He seemed unaware of the fact that in the
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short time of his voyage galloping tuberculosis had put the stamp of death on his
countenance.
ltwas a great shock to him that he was at once ordered home, but he boarded
a ship three weeks after landing in Africa. It carried him as far as Plymouth, where
he died the day after its arrival.
IBN December 21
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Fr. Hugh H. DEERIN GREAT BRITAIN SL
* January 23, 1907 Forrestfield, Lanarkshire, Scotland
Professed on September 8, 1927 at Orly, he did his senior studies in France,
and in his final year of theology at Chevilly was ordained there on October 2, 1932.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he served as
assistant at Pujehun and from 1938 at Freetown.

During World War Two he

volunteered in 1943 as a military chaplain in the Royal Air Force and was stationed
in the Indies. Demobilized in 1947, he did not return to the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp Rome
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Fr. Geoffrey O'SULLIVAN 51 IRELAND IRL NGA GMB
* July 14, 1883 Middleton, Cork
+ September 9, 1934 at sea
He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock from 1900 on and prefected
there and at Rockwell for five years until in 1908 he went to the novitiate in France.
Professed on October 15, 1909 at Chevilly, he was also ordained there in his final
year of theology on October 28, 1913.
His first assignment in 1914 kept him in Ireland to teach at Rockwell, but in
1915 he managed to sail from Liverpool to Nigeria. He taught there at a newly
opened training college and in 1918 took charge of it. He worked with great zeal
both at the college and later in missionary labor at Onitsha and Calabar until
malaria and exhaustion forced him to return to recuperate in Irel and in 1927.
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After serving as chaplain to the Killesandra Sisters and as director of Holy
Childhood, he volunteered in February 1934 to go to Gambia as a replacement for
Fr. Michael Doody, whose tragic early death had left a great vacancy.

He threw

himself wholeheartedly into pastoral duties at Banjul.
To the dismay of his superior, he, too, did not last very long. Malaria attacked
him once more and the doctor urged his immediate return to Europe. He died en
route aboard the ship and was buried at sea half a year after his arrival in Gambia.
B.G. 37, 307 f.; IBN September 9; SNM 62
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Fr. Robert LANG 31 GREAT BRITAIN SL
* October 8, 1908 Blackbum, D. of Salford

+ April 8, 1940 Freetown

Going to France for his post-secondary formation, he was professed on
February 25, 1929 at Mortain, and in his final year of theology at Chevilly received
his ordination on October 1, 1933 in the same location.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in the following year, he was posted to Freetown as
an assistant. In 1939 he was listed at Gerihun. Prematurely, he died the following
year in Freetown.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Michael C. MACKAY 83 IRELAND IRL SL KEN CAN USA
* April 11, 1899 Grace Dieu, Waterford
+ July 27, 1982 Garden Grove, CA
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1914-17, and made his
vows on September 15, 1918 at Kimmage. After earning a B.A. from the National
University of Ireland in 1921, he prefected for three years at Rockwell. In his final
year of theology at Blackrock he was ordained on June 19, 1927 in Dublin.
His first assignment in 1928 kept him at Blackrock for six years, where he
became assistant dean and used his spare time to acquire a Higher Diploma in
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Education in 1929. He had a wonderful tenor voice and people loved the thrill of
hearing him singing in church.
In November 1934 he was reassigned to Sierra Leone. He taught there at St.
Edward's secondary school in Freetown, but in 1938 Bp. Ambrose Kelly added to
his functions that of being his vicar general and educational expert. As such, he
proved to be a hard task master.
In 1946 he went to the U.S.A., where two of his brothers were priests. He used
his time to collect funds for the building of a new school in Sierra Leone. After his
return to Ireland he taught again at Blackrock for two years.
In December 1950 he went to Nairobi, Kenya where his most notable
achievement was the building of a new school for the many Goans living in the
area.

From 1958 on he was back in Ireland, but four years later he joined his

confreres in Woodstock, Ontario, who were establishing a Spiritan presence in
English-speaking Canada. He travelled widely there preaching retreats.
In 197 4 he moved to Long Beach, CA, where one of his brothers was pastor
and engaged in pastoral ministry till his death.
As the years had gone by, he mellowed considerably and proved to be a man
of great charm. He still tended to be the life of the party at clergy gatherings and his
talent as a singer still caused people to marvel at his voice when he was seventyfive. When someone remarked, "You should have heard him twenty years ago,"
another chimed in, "You should have heard him fifty years ago when he was
standing by at the Eucharistic Congress in Dublin as there was fear that John
McCormack's voice would be unable to sing at the Mass in Phoenix Park."
He celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination in 1977 and died suddenly
in California.
IBN July 27
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Br. Mary-Jarlath HUGHES 75 IRELAND GMB IRL
• August 27, 1897, Claremorris, Mayo

+ March 10, 1973 Rockwell

A gardener, he was twenty-nine years old when he entered the novitiate at
Kimmage and made his vows there on October 28, 1928. After working there for
some years, he received his appointment to Africa.
In 1934 he sailed for Gambia and was stationed at Banjul, where the mission
plantations offered much work for him. Unfortunately, his stay lasted only till 1937.
Returning to Ireland, he spent most of his years at Rockwell. Though plagued
with severe rheumatism, he remained serene through it all, hiding his pains with a
good laugh and a cup of tea when people came to visit him.
IBN March 10; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William F. HIGGINS 85 IRELAND GMB KEN IRL SW F IT
• August 16, 1906, Grange Con, Wicklow
+ May 11, 1992 Kimmage
A Blackrock graduate, 1921-24, he made his vowed commitment to the
Congregation on August 24, 1925 at Kimmage. He studied philosophy at
Blackrock and prefected there till 1929. In his final year of theology he was
ordained on June 1, 1933 in Dublin.
In October of the following year he sailed to Gambia to replace the Frs.
Michael Doody and Geoffrey O'Sullivan who had died shortly after their arrival in
Africa.

Stationed at Banjul, he taught at its school.

He, too, did not last long.

Seven months after his arrival, tuberculosis sent him back to Europe to spend four
year in Montana, Switzerland to recover.
In 1939 he was able to go to Kenya, where he taught at St. Mary's School,
functioned as educational secretary and as editor of the diocesan newspaper.
In 1948 he became novice master at Kilshane in his home province, a function
in which he showed the depth of his spiritual outlook. Eight years later he went
back to Switzerland as superior of the Congregation's international house of
studies in Fribourg.
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In 1962 he was elected to the general council of the Congregation and moved
with the generalate from Paris to Rome in 1966. As such, he visited many Spiritan
missions in various parts of the world and was unafraid to say, if necessary,
unpopular things, though he remained gentle and compassionate on a person to
person basis. When Abp. Marcel Lefebvre, then superior general, broke with the
Congregation and then with the Church, Father remonstrated with him and vainly
tried to make him change his mind.
In 1969 he taught for one year at St. Michael's College in Dublin and then
went back to Kenya, doing pastoral work in Nairobi.

His remaining years were

marked by great equanimity, increasing prayerfulness, and sensitivity toward all;
Christ remained the central reference point in his life.
Retired in 1982 at Kimmage, he celebrated his golden jubilee in 1983 and
went to his encounter with Christ nine years later.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland July 1992; SEAM 403
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Fr. Thomas CLERKIN 86 IRELAND SL CAN USA
* August 20, 1907 Ballyjamesduff, Cavan

+ April 29, 1994 New York

He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1921-25, and made his
vows on August 26, 1926 at Kimmage. His senior seminary studies were
interrupted by three years of prefecting at Rathmines. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on June 24, 1934 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. His first posting there
sent him to St. Anthony's in Ascensiontown, but in 1936 he began teaching at St.
Edward's Secondary School in Freetown.

Three years later he added the

pastorship of St. Edward's and being in charge of the Freetown mission to his
burdens.
While on leave in Ireland beginning in 1945, he studied for a Higher Diploma
in Education in Ireland and London. He then returned to Sierra Leone in 1948 and
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resumed his functions at Freetown. In 1951 he became principal superior of the
Spiritans working in Sierra Leone and Gambia.
After twenty years of service in Africa he was reassigned to Canada in 1955,
where he did pastoral work in Ontario and was attached to Neil McNeil High
School in Toronto in 1964. Four years later he moved to the U.S.A., doing pastoral
duties mostly in the New York area, while also engaging in fundraising for the
missions.
Thanking God for all the blessings he had received in the sixty years of his
priesthood, the faithful servant of the Lord died in Calvary Hospital, Bronx, N.Y.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland July 1994; Arch. CSSp Dublin

234
·1

Fr. James BENTHLEY 62 GREAT BRITAIN SL
* March 24, 1909 Burnley, D. of Salford

+ August 25, 1971 England

Going to France for his post-secondary formation, he made his vows on
September 8, 1930 at Neufgrange (there were two novitiates in France at that
time). In his final year of theology at Chevilly he was ordained there on October 6,
1935.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1936, he was destined to spend virtually his
whole active life of more than three decades there.

We find him stationed as

assistant at Moyamba's St. Columba in 1939 and, after World War Two, at Our
Lady of the Rosary in Slama as in charge of that mission, which then counted 1,150
Catholics and catechumens. By 1952 he assisted at St. Patrick's in Bonthe on
Sherbro Island. The available records do not indicate his assignments until in 1968
we find him listed at Damballa, near Bo.
Returning to England, he died there three years later.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Thomas JOBE, a diocesan African priest, may be mentioned here also. He
was listed as serving at St. Edward's, Banjul, Gambia, in 1936 and 1939.
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Fr. Francis J. FARRELL 74 IRELAND GMB IRL
* October 1, 1900 Newtowncashel, Longford

+ November 23, 1983 Dublin

He attended Blackrock, 1923-28, before making his vows on September 1,
1929 at Kimmage. While doing philosophy at Blackrock he also prefected there. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 21, 1936 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia. That unfortunate mission had
seen three priests and one Brother come and die or depart without being able to
work for any appreciable time. This new man would last, except for a interruption
from 1972-1976, until 1983, for a total of forty-one years.
Posted to Banjul, he served as principal of St. Augustine's secondary school
for fourteen years. In 1954 he became administrator of the local cathedral and four
years later pastor at St. Therese's in Kanifin, near Banjul, while also being vicar
general of the diocese until 1972.
Illness then obliged him to return to Ireland. He did pastoral ministry there for
four years and then was able to return to Gambia. We find him listed there at
Kakau_nkunku, an outstation of Kanifing, in the midst of the people he had come to
love.
In recognition for his educational and pastoral work the Republic of Gambia
awarded him the Order of Officer of the Republic.

It was the first time that this

distinction was granted to a non-Gambian.
Worn out, he went back to Ireland in 1983 and died a few months later in a
Dublin hospital. Bp. Michael Cleary of Banjul in his homily spoke of him as "a big,
strong man, both physically and spiritually, ... a good teacher, a good administrator
and a great priest. He was a man of wisdom and sound common sense, whose
advise was a valuable support to his confreres."
Newsletter CSSp Ireland, December 1983; IBN November 23
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Fr. John E. CASSIN 79 IRELAND SL USA MEX
* July 4, 1910 Dublin
+ August 19, 1989 Kimmage, IRL
He completed his secondary education at Blackrock, 1925-28, and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 1, 1929 at Kimmage. He prefected
at Blackrock for two years and in his final year of theology at Kimmage was
ordained on June 21, 1936 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. He began at once to
learn the Mende language and gradually became so fluent in it that he was able to
converse with the people without an interpreter.

After serving for two years in

Freetown, he was posted to Gerihun, becoming its director in 1940. He labored
there for twelve years and was then asked to open a new mission in Pendembu,
the first Catholic center in the Kallahun district, inhabited by both Mende and Kissi
people. Given the rather primitive conditions in the area, he had to travel on foot
most of the time, visiting its outstations.
In 1954 he was named Spiritan district superior of Sierra Leone and Gambia
for nine years and took up residence at Freetown. As religious superior, he visited
all the twenty stations manned by fifty-two Spiritans in his district. He was known to
be very considerate and supportive to those working under him.

While himself

striving to live up to the highest ideals, he understood lesser mortals. From 1961
on we find him residing at Damballa, near Bo.
At the age of sixty with some 33 years in Sierra Leone behind him, he faced
the choice: carry on for perhaps five more active years there or some fifteen years
in a milder climate.

He opted for the possible fifteen years. Transferred to the

Spiritan U.S.A. West province in 1970, he labored in African-American parishes in
Louisiana for a few years and then in 1973 obtained his assignment to the Spiritan
mission among the Indians at Coxcatlan in Mexico. His health, however, was not
able to take the strain and the following year he went back to the U.S.A., serving
mostly at Our Lady of Guadelupe, CA. A stroke in 1.979 forced him to retire. Going
back to Ireland, he died ten years later at Kimmage.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland, October 1989; Arch. CSSp Dublin

205
238

Fr. Joseph HARRISON GREAT BRITAIN SL GB MRT
* April 4, 1912 Hull, d. of Middlesborough
He made his vows on September 8, 1931 at Orly and did his senior seminary
studies at Chevilly, where he was ordained on October 3, 1936.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him listed at
Slama as assistant in 1939, but the outbreak of World War Two stopped the flow of
information until we find him in 1947 back in England.
For many years he remained there attached to Castlehead as a teacher. In
1961 he was listed as pastor and in 1968 as superior of the provincial community
and director of late vocations at Bickley.
From 197 4 on we find him listed as doing pastoral duties in Mauritius until in
the late eighties he was reported to be chaplain in a convalescent home in
England. In 1995 he continued rendering this kind of service.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Bp. Michael MALONEY 79 IRELAND GMB IRL
* May 12, 1912 Kilmoher Bodyke, Clare
+ December 31, 1991 Kimmage
A nephew of the Spiritan Fr. Martin Maloney, he attended Blackrock, 1923-29,
and made his vows on September 3, 1930 at Kimmage. His senior studies were
interrupted by two years of prefecting. In his final year of theology at Kimmage, he
was ordained on June 20, 1937 in Dublin. An excellent sportsman with a pleasant
disposition and a good sense of humor, he was very popular among his fellow
students and declared victor /udorum in 1929. Throughout his life he kept up his
interest in sports.
In 1938 he received his assignment to Gambia. Posted to Banjul, he took care
of the Basse station, an area populated by Fula people. He learned their language
and for a dozen years worked among them, often without seeing any confrere for
six months at a time. And he had but little to show for his efforts, for few of the Fula
at that time showed much interest in Christianity.

206
In 1950 the Holy See raised the Gambia mission to a prefecture and named
him its first prefect apostolic.
status of a diocese.

Eight years later the prefecture was raised to the

He was ordained a bishop on May 4, 1958 at Kimmage.

Though hampered by lack of personnel, he established a network of missions at
strategic points throughout the country, extended the Catholic school system by
attaching primary schools to all missions and opened several high schools, a
teachers training college and technical school.
Most of the students attending these schools were Moslems, as some 90% of
Gambia's population belonged to that faith. The mixing of Moslems and Christian
students resulted in very good relations between the two groups, so that the tiny
Catholic community was able to make a substantial contribution to the people in
Gambia.
He also was a founding member of the Gambia Christian Council to foster
peace and harmony among all Christians in a spirit of ecumenism. The Anglican
Sp. Pike of Gambia reminded him that so far he had met Sp. Maloney only once
and that was at a time when both of them were still students in Dublin and he had
been on the receiving end of a vigorous tackle in a rugby match.
Sp. Maloney also set up a pastoral institute, which drew up the plans for the
formation of catechists and of Catholics in general; he opened a development
office to supervise all kinds of social projects enhancing the quality of life for people
in hitherto neglected areas.

To foster native vocations he established a junior

seminary and took an active part in the establishment of a senior seminary serving
Gambia, Sierra Leone and Liberia.
Worn out by his ceaseless work, he resigned in 1981. His remaining years
were spent in Kimmage. Initially he kept up contact with his many friends, but as
his health deteriorated he withdrew more and more into himself. He suffered much
in his final years, while slowly fading away. Death did not find him unprepared on
the last day of 1991.
ISN December 31
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Fr. John BANKS 80 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
• September 6, 1912 Dvoylsden, Manchester
+ November 17, 1992, Manchester
His family gave two priests, one monk and one nun to the service of the
Church. After his secondary schooling at Castlehead, he went to France and
Switzerland for his senior seminary studies. Professed on September 3, 1931 at
Orly, he was ordained on October 3, 1937 at Chevilly.
The following year he sailed for Sierra Leone.

We find him stationed at

Pujehun in 1939, but due to war time conditions are not informed about him until
1944.
In that year he returned to England. The remainder of his active life was spent
in propaganda work for his missions and in attracting young men to the
Congregation. No less than fifteen of them were to become missionary priests.
In 1987 he celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination. The final months of
his life were spent in a nursing home.
Missionwide, Spring 1993
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Fr. Charles F. FLYNN 79 IRELAND SL USA IRL
• May 9, 1910 Cashel More, Ennisean, Cork

+ May 14, 1990 Kimmage

He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1926-30, and was
professed on September 5, 1931 at Kimmage. His senior seminary studies were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage, he was ordained on June 11, 1938 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. He worked among the
Mende people, first at Bonthe until 1941 and then at Gerihun until 1945 and from
1946 till 1951 at Bo.
Bo became his favored mission, where he spent two decades. In the heart of
the town, he want to build a large and beautiful church, for which he went to the
U.S.A. to collect funds in 1951. When he returned to Sierra Leone in 1955--he had
been retained in Ireland to serve as director of postulant Brothers at Kimmage-the
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people built the church, which he himself had designed, on a low hill in the center
of Bo.
A great community man, he was the heart and soul of Spiritan life in the Bo
area, where as time went on several other parishes and schools opened, staffed by
a dozen priests and Brothers. Obviously, there were differences in temperament,
opinions and ways of acting, but he fostered forbearance and letting each one be
in his own way of being.
Ill health obliged him to leave his beloved Sierra Leone in 1968 when his
parish had grown to over 3,000 Catholics and catechumens. He continued to work
for it by once more going to the U.S.A. to raise funds for what soon after became
the Archdiocese of Freetown and Bo with a population of some 57,000 Catholics
and catechumens.
In 1971 he had become too weak to continue his fundraising in America and
retired to Kimmage, where he died nearly two decades later.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland, June 1990; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Joseph JACKSON GREAT BRITAIN SL CAN
* August 21, 1915 Salford
Sent to France for his novitiate and senior seminary studies, he made his
vows on September 8, 1933 at Orly and attended the senior seminary at Chevilly.
He was ordained a priest on September 25, 1938.
On the eve of World War Two in 1939 he was assigned to Sierra Leone. The
available records do not indicate whether he made it to his destination, but the fact
that the first general directory after the war--none were published between 1939
and 1947--places him in charge of the Sacred Heart mission in Serabu makes it
likely that he did get there in or before 1940. One does not place a new arrival at
once in charge of a mission.
Serabu became the principal theater of his apostolic activity. This mission had
less than 2,000 Catholics and catechumens in 1947, but when he was last
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mentioned there in 1961 the parish had nearly doubled in size; in 14 primary
schools 37 teachers educated 1,500 pupils while a hospital took care of the sick. In
addition to being pastor, he also served as vicar general for Bp. Thomas
Brosnahan.
By 1968 we find him in Canada, in Edmonton's Holy Spirit parish in the
Alberta Province and later at Victoria, British Columbia. He celebrated his golden
jubilee there in 1988 and continued to do ministry. He was still listed there in 1993.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Edward HAMELBERG 74 ANGOLA SL ANG
* August 11, 1915 Mossamedes

+ October 7, 1989 Chevilly

A British citizen, he attended St. Edward's School in Sierra Leone, where in
1931 he earned the Bronze Cross for heroism from the Chief Scout in London for
rescuing two boys who had already been swept out to sea in shark-infested waters
and gone under. He made his vows on September 8, 1934 at Neufgrange, and
did his senior studies in France. In his final year of theology he was ordained on
August 26, 1939 at Langonnet. In 1940 he fled to England and made his way to
Sierra Leone.
He devoted himself to teaching for eight years, notably at Bo.

In 1948 he

returned to Angola for four years of ministry in what was then the Silva Porto
district.
In 1952 he went to England, but eight years later he was back in Sierra Leone,
teaching at St. Edward's secondary school in Freetown and doing pastoral ministry
at the local cathedral.

Later Abp. Thomas Brosnahan put him in charge of the

National Communication Center. One of his duties was to deliver radio talks, and
to learn about this he visited several countries, including Japan.
When the time came for him to retire in the late 1980s, he chose to remain in
Sierra Leone at Freetown.

Highly esteemed by his confreres, he loved to visit

Christian families, especially the old. He was well-versed in the country's history
and an expert in Creole culture; thus he was very close to the people.
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Sickness and old age slowly put an end to his ministry. Desiring to celebrate
his golden jubilee in France, he arrived on April 20, 1989 at Chevilly. Five days
later, he was hospitalized for a whole month of tests and examinations, endured
with heroic patience. Too ill to attend the common celebration of all jubilarians at
Chevilly on October 1, he died, after much suffering, one week later.
Newsletter CSSp France (Province et Mission) no. 152, Janvier 1900
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Fr. Edward CARRICK GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
* October 14, 1914 Clifford, D. of Leeds
Going to France for his post-secondary formation, he was professed on
September 8, 1924 at Neufgrange, and he did his theology studies at Chevilly. On
October 15, 1939 he was ordained in Langonnet.
It appears likely that he went to Sierra Leone soon after, but no information is
readily available to settle the point. In 1947 he was on leave in England, where he
taught at Castlehead. By 1952 we find him in Sierra Leone as director of Our Lady
of the Rosary mission at Blama. In 1961 he was listed as in charge of the Mano
outstation of Bo. This station then had 1,550 Catholics and catechumens and its
eight primary schools enrolled some 600 pupils.
He appears to have left the Congregation in the mid-1960s.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. James GOSSON 76 IRELAND SL CAN
* January 3, 1912 Skerries, Dublin

+

December 29, 1988 Toronto

He attended Blackrock, 1924-29, and made his vowed commitment to the
Congregation on September 3, 1930 at Kimmage. After earning a B.A. in 1933 he
prefected one year at Blackrock. Returning to Kimmage for theology, he was
ordained on June 20, 1937 in Dublin. He taught at Blackrock while also earning a
Higher Diploma in Education in 1939 and edited the Missionary Annals for one
year.
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In December 1940 he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he was to spend
twenty-seven years. He began his work at the teachers training college in Bo, but
one year later was posted to teach at St. Edward's secondary school in Freetown,
while also being the local pastor. In 1947 he was named principal of the teachers
training school in Bo and two years later he became educational secretary and
superyisor of Catholic schools in what became the Diocese of Freetown and Bo in
1950.
Pending the appointment of a successor to Bp. Ambrose Kelly, who died in
1952, he was vicar capitular of the diocese and apostolic administrator of the new
Prefecture of Makeni. When Bp. Thomas Brosnahan took over the helm of the
diocese in 1953, he remained a diocesan consulter for fifteen years, while also
being pastor of St. Paul's, Kenema from 1959 till 1967.
Ill health led to his departure in that year.

Going to Canada in 1968, he

functioned as an associate pastor at Woodstock, Ontario, for some time and then
went to Toronto to engage in mission promotion work, in which he was very
successful. For some time he also served as bursar for what became the Spiritan
Trans-Canada Province.
Always a man of prayer and great religious regularity, he was sincere in his
dealings with others while always retaining a certain reserve in his manners and
not given to "canonize" any of his confreres.

Neither did he expect them to

"canonize" him.
He never lost interest in his beloved Sierra Leone and showed it by arranging
that the substantial gifts he received on the occasion of his golden jubilee as a
priest in 1987 were passed on to the diocese of Kenema.
Death came for him from a massive stroke in the morning of December 29,
1988.
Newsletter CSSp Toronto, undated (around Jan. 1989); IBN December 29
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Fr. Patrick J. HOLLY IRELAND SL IRL
• May 20, 1914 Tarbert, Limerick
After attending Rockwell, 1929-32, he made his vowed commitment to the
Congregation on September 10, 1933. While doing his philosophy at Blackrock,
he also earned a B.A. and in 1936 went to Rockwell for two years of prefecting. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 22, 1941 in Dublin.
Later he would complete his education by earning a Higher Diploma in Education
(1949).
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1942, he was posted to St. Edward's secondary
school in Brookfields, near Freetown.

He taught there for ten years and, after

earning his Higher Diploma in 1949, became also its principal.
In 1952 he returned to Ireland, where he first resided at Rockwell and from
1953 on taught at Blackrock.

In 1991 he celebrated the golden jubilee of his

ordination. He was still reported as residing in Blackrock in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas Dean FINN GREAT BRITAIN SL
• August 9, 1915 Hemswork, D. of Leeds
Sent to France for his post-secondary formation, he made his vows on
September 8, 1934 at Neufgrange. He attended the senior seminary at Chevilly
and on August 26, 1939 was ordained at Langonnet.
Due to World War Two, records about that period are scarce, but we assume
that he went to Sierra Leone around 1940.

He was mentioned in 1947 among

those who had either arrived just then or gone on leave. At any rate, in 1949 he
served as assistant at Serabu. Three years later we find him in charge of Christ the
King at Yengema, a former outstation of Slama, which was being raised to a
regularly manned station.
In 1961 he was on leave, but later we find him in charge of St. Martin de
Porres parish, which had been opened in 1964.
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Returning to England in 1968, he was incardinated into the Diocese of Leeds
in 1973.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Arch. CSSp Rome
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Fr. Michael W. GILMORE IRELAND NGA SL GHA
* July 2, 1919 Newtowncashel, Longford
A Blackrock graduate, 1924-29, he made his vows on September 3, 1930 in
Kimmage. After doing philosophy at Blackrock, he prefected there for one year. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 21, 1936.
Assigned to Southern Nigeria in 1937, he did evangelization and pastoral
ministry at Emekuku until in 1942 he became an army chaplain, serving as such in
Sierra Leone, the Middle East, Nigeria and Ghana until 1952. He then served in
pastoral ministry for four years at Enyogugu in the Owerri diocese
Bad health sent him back to Ireland in 1957. He still did some teaching until in
1960 he became chaplain to the Holy Rosary Sisters in Killeshandra. In 1985 he
entered the retirement community at Kimmage, where he celebrated the golden
anniversary of his ordination in 1986 and is now looking forward to his diamond
jubilee in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 142
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Fr. Matthew FARRELLY IRELAND GMB F MRT IT USA
* November 10, 1913 Kingscourt Meath
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Bernard, he attended Blackrock, 1930-33, and made
his vows on September 12, 1934 at Kilshane. His senior studies were interrupted
by two years of prefecting at Blackrock, during which he also earned a B.A. in 1937
and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1938. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 12, 1942 in Dublin.
Assigned to Gambia the following year, he began teaching at St. Augustine's
school in Banjul early in January 1944 while also being its principal. The following
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year he was named local superior of the Banjul Spiritan community and in 1946
Ecclesiastical Superior of the Gambia Mission until in 1951 the mission's status
was raised to that of a prefecture.
The following year his life took a new tum: after serving for one year as private
secretary to the Superior General in Paris, he became principal of Holy Spirit
College in Mauritius. In 1962 he returned to France as assistant secretary general
and when two years later the generalate was transferred to Rome, he served there
as secretary general until 1970. From 1966 on he was also procurator general of
the Congregation with the Holy See until 1979.
Thereafter we find him again attached to Gambia with the special mission of
fund raising in the U.S.A. for the Diocese of Banjul, while residing in New York. In
1992 he celebrated the golden jubilee of his priesthood.

The latest report still

shows him serving there.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Robert J. MADIGAN IRELAND SL IRL
* March 20, 1914 Sunmount, Cobh, Cork
He completed his secondary education at Rockwell, 1931-33, and made his
vows on September 12, 1934 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rathmines. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage, he was ordained there on July 12, 1942.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1943, he braved the mortal dangers of World War
Two's submarine warfare to arrive at his destination. He was posted to Gerihun.
This mission was then still developing and in the seven years he remained there
he evangelized some 5,000 of its population, the final two years at its outstation in
Njala.
In 1950 he went to Ireland, served for one year as assistant novice master at
Kilshahe and returned to Sierra Leone in 1951. His second stay there was short;
two years later he was back in Ireland. He became director of postulant Brothers at
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Kimmage and in 1956 their novice master at the new novitiate at Ardbraccan until
1964.
After two more years at Ardbraccan as bursar, he was assigned to Rockwell,
serving as college bursar for a few years. Thereafter he remained attached to
Rockwell, where in 1992 he celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter DEVINS 71 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
* January 12, 1916 Wigan, D. of Liverpool

+ June 13, 1987 England

Going to France for his post-secondary formation, he made his vows on
September 8, 1936 at Orly. When World War Two broke out, the English students
at the senior seminary in Chevilly went to Langonnet for their studies in Brittany, but
the German armies soon overran also that area. He and the others had made their
way to England before the Germans arrived to finish their studies in their home
country. He was ordained on November 1, 1941 in Castlehead.
The date of his departure for Sierra Leone has gone unrecorded, but it must
have been sometime during that war.

He find him listed in 1947 at Slama as

assistant to Fr. James Benthley. By 1949 he was on leave in England.
Retained there, he engaged in parish ministry. In 1981 he celebrated the 40th
anniversary of his ordination. He died six years later.
B.G. and E.P. passim

252

Fr. Michael A O'QUIGLEY 58 IRELAND SL IRL
* June 12, 1916 Castlebar, Mayo

+ July 4, 1973 Dublin

A transfer student, he completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock,
1932-34, before making his vows on September 1, 1935 at Kilshane. His senior
seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at
Blackrock. He earned a B.A. in 1941 and was ordained on July 11, 1943 in Dublin.
Later he would earn also a Higher Diploma in Education (1951 ).
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His first appointment in 1944 sent him to Sierra Leone. He served there at St.
Anthony's, Brookfields (Ascensiontown), near Freetown, while also being
headmaster of the primary school, secretary to Sp. Ambrose Kelly and chaplain to
the local prisons. A talented musician, he led the church choir to new heights of
perfection.
In 1950 he returned to Ireland. After a brief stay at St. Michael's College, he
moved to Rockwell to teach, while also being in charge of the students' production
of operas and conducting their orchestra.

In 1958 he was posted to Blackrock,

teaching in its junior division at Willow Park.
In 1965 he suffered a serious stroke, which left one side paralyzed.

He

recovered only partially, dragging himself around with the aid of a stick and making
gallant efforts to regain his former cheerfulness. Death came to him suddenly while
on vacation with relatives.
IBN July 4
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Fr. John GILROY GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
• Nove?mber 3, 1916 Wakefield, D. of Leeds
Sent to France for his senior formation, he made his vows on September 8,
1936 at Orly. When World War Two began in 1939, he and other British students
were evacuated to Langonnet and subsequently made their way back to England.
They continued their studies there in emergency facilities and on October 18, 1942
he was ordained at Kendal.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1943, he made his way to that country at an
unspecified time. By 1947 we find him listed as assistant at Bo, two years later at
Slama, and in 1952 at Moyamba. The directory of 1956 mentioned him as serving
in Sierra Leone, without giving his location.
By 1961 we find him in charge of the Holy Family parish at Pujehun, which by
then had a secondary school for boys and twenty primary schools, attended by
some 1,200 pupils, while numbering over 300 Catholics and 500 catechumens. In
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1968 he was listed as having the same position at Serabu's Sacred Heart parish,
caring for close to 1,900 faithful and catechumens and looking after eighteen
primary schools with 1,500 pupils and one hospital; he was assisted by five Holy
Rosary Sisters and one confrere.
Listed in England from 197 4 on, he continued to make himself useful by
serving as pastor for his remaining years, even after his golden jubilee as a priest
in 1992.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Patrick F. GREEN 77 GREAT BRITAIN SL NGA GB
• June 8, 1917 Glasgow
+ January 4, 1995 Bromley
He had done the last year of his secondary studies in Normandy before
making his vows on September 8, 1937 at Orly, France. He was pursuing his
senior seminary studies at Langonnet when in 1940 World War Two began on the
western front. Together with several others he fled to La Rochelle on a trawler that
was strafed by a plane, but they remained unharmed. On a Polish troopship he
arrived back in England. He continued his studies there and was ordained on
December 19, 1942 at Castlehead.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1943 he arrived there by convoy after many
difficulties.

Due to war time conditions, no details are available but at an

unspecified time he was transferred to Nigeria's Benue district, where we find him
listed in 1947.
Around 1951 he returned to England, where his remaining years were spent
mostly in parochial assignments, until arthritis forced him into retirement at Bickley.
He celebrated his golden jubilee there in 1992 and died in a nearby hospital,
leaving the memory of a dedicated and warm-hearted priest.
Newsletter CSSp England March 1995; SNM 196
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Fr. Andrew CARROLL IRELAND GMB
* September 30, 1916 Cootehill, Cavan
He received his secondary education at Blackrock, 1929-34, and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 1, 1935 at Kilshane. After earning
a B.A., Honors, and prefecting at Blackrock for two years, he did his theology at
Kimmage, and was ordained on July 11, 1943 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia. Posted to Banjul, he taught
there at its school for boys for two years before being stationed in Bwiam from 1947
till 1949.

He then returned to Banjul after a leave in 1950 to teach at St.

Augustine's secondary school and remained there, except for another two year
stint at Bwiam.
In 1968 we find him listed as in charge of the Kartong outstation, near Banjul
and two years later he was named principal superior of the Spiritans working in
Gambia for a three year term. Thereafter we find him listed again at St. Andrew's in
Kartong from 1980 on. He built churches at Bwiam, Kartong, Darsalami, Sanyang,
Siffoe, Berending and Gunjud.
By 1995 he had been at the service of the Gambian Church for a record one
half of a century. He had seen its development in this small and largely Moslem
country from about 3,500 members to some 22,000 in the early 1990s and the
beginning of a native clergy in five Gambian priests.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. James P. 80 WHITE IRELAND GMB
* October 31, 1915 Athea, Limerick

+ February 28, 1996 Gambia

An uncle of Fr. Michael White, he made his vows on September 10, 1938 at
Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year of
prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 16,
1944 in Dublin.
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His first assignment sent him to Gambia in the following year. He was posted
there to Fulabantang, an outstation of Mansajang, Basse, near Georgetown, where
he labored for fifteen years and slowly built up a small parish.
In 1960 he was attached to the Banjul community.

By then Banjul had

become an important Catholic center of education, including two secondary
schools. Eight priests and seven Sisters of Cluny worked there, but his task was to
do pastoral duties at the Our Lady of the Assumption church.
In 1965 he was posted to Basse and two years later to its outstation at
Brikama. After an undetermined period at St. George parish in Basse, he returned
to Brikama's Resurrection parish, which by 1989 had grown to some 2,300
Catholics and catechumens.
In 1992 he was at Cape St. Mary's Star of the Sea parish but he was then
asked to supervise the building of a new church at Lamin.
golden jubilee of his ordination in 1994.

He celebrated the

Having labored for half a century in Africa

by 1995, the octogenarian returned to Cape St. Mary's and died the following year.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Andrew J. OTOOLE 79 IRELAND TT SL IRL
* January 10, 1915 Rush, Dublin

+ October 13, 1994 Dublin

He attended Blackrock, 1929-34, and made his vows on September 1, 1935 at
Kilshane. After prefecting in Trinidad, 1936-39, he earned a B.A. Honors, in 1941.
In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 16, 1944 in
Dublin. Later he would also earn a Higher Diploma in Education (1952).
In 1945 he was assigned to Sierra Leone.

He taught at Freetown and did

missionary work until in 1947 he was posted to the Catholic teachers training
college in Bo, becoming its principal in 1952. He continued as such until 1967 and
did such and excellent job that the school's "high academic and moral standards"
drew widespread admiration.
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When the matter of drafting a common religious syllabus for schools
throughout the country came up, he earned the praise of the Methodists for his
wisdom and valuable contribution to this important work and for his quiet and
genial manner of coming to a consensus.
From 1963 on he was also district superior of all Spiritans working in Sierra
Leone and Gambia until 1969.

Being himself a model of commitment and of

religious life, he fostered its spirit not only among his confreres but also among
those Africans who aspired to the priesthood. Abp. Joseph Ganda of Freetown and
Bo himself acknowledged that Father had carefully guided him during his early
days as a candidate and young priest.
In 1967 he resigned as principal of the teachers training college and became
pastor of St. Anthony's in Brookfields, near Freetown. At the same time he was
also secretary of the Episcopal Conference of Sierra Leone, Gambia and Liberia.
In 1973, after nearly three decades of hard work in Sierra Leone, he returned
to Ireland, where he rendered another two decades of dedicated service, mostly in
parochial ministry until one month before his death in a hospital, leaving the
memory of a wholly dedicated priest, whose life served as a model for all.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland December 1994
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Fr. Robert DUXBURY 59 GREAT BRITAIN SL NGA GB
+ January 5, 1974 Liverpool
* April 30, 1914 Beeston, D. of Leeds
Sent to France for his post-secondary school formation, he made his vows on
September 9, 1933 at Neufgrange. In his final year of theology at Chevilly he was
ordained in 1938.
Retained in his home Province of England until the end of World War Two, he
was assigned to Sierra Leone in 1946. After serving as assistant at Sacred Heart
in Freetown, he was listed at Bonthe on Sherbro Island in 1949. This station was
then showing encouraging progress.

By the time he left there three years later,

three Fathers were stationed there; the number of Catholics and catechumens had
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risen to over 1,600 and the mission operated four schools with 26 teachers and
catechists.
In 1953 he was transferred to Benue in Nigeria as principal superior of the
Spiritans working there. He retained this position at Makurdi for three consecutive
three-year terms. Thereafter we find him listed in 1968 as pastor at St. Patrick's at
Taraku, a parish of over 8,000 Catholics and catechumens.
Returning to England at an undetermined date, he died there in 197 4.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Michael F. CORBETT 62 IRELAND TT SL
* June 13, 1916 Mitchelltown, Cork

+ January 28, 1979 Njala, SL

He had finished his secondary schooling when he entered the Kilshane
novitiate, where he made his commitment to the Congregation on September 1,
1935. After doing his philosophy and earning a B.A. in 1938, he prefected for three
years in Trinidad. In his final year of theology at Kimm age he was ordained on July
15, 1945 in Dublin. In later years he would also earn a Higher Diploma in
Education (1971).
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1946, he began by teaching at St. Edward's
school in Brookfields (formerly called Ascensiontown), while also being involved in
pastoral duties. In 1953 he was posted to Bo, where he became the founder and
principal of Christ the King College.

He developed this secondary school and

brought it to a flourishing condition with some 250 students by the time he resigned
in 1962.
From 1962 on we find him stationed successively at Bonthe till 1966, at
Moyamba till 1968 and at Kenema till 1970, always combining pastoral ministry
with educational duties in schools.
Never very robust, he returned to Ireland in ill health. Semi-retired, he still
taught for some time at St. Michael's College, served as librarian and indulged in
his hobby of listening to classical music.
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In 1978 he accepted an invitation to return to Sierra Leone for the silver
anniversary of Christ the King College. After the celebration in Freetown, he set out
for Bo. He died of a heart attack en route at Njala and was buried in the grounds of
Christ the King College.
IBN January 28; SWWW 1061
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Fr. Louis KENNY 70 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
* July 24, 1918 Consett, D. of Hexham

+ December 15, 1988 England

Going to France for his post-secondary formation, he made his vows on
September 8, 1938 at Orly. The outbreak of World War Two obliged him to return
to England, where emergency facilities were set up for senior seminary studies. He
was ordained at Kendal on October 3, 1943.
When peace returned and travel became possible, he went to Sierra Leone.
Ij

We find him listed as assistant at Moyamba in 1947 and in 1952 at Serabu.

In

1961 the records reported him as pastor of St. Columba's at Moyamba. At that time
it had become a parish of over 2,000 Catholics and catechumens and operated
fifteen primary schools, in which thirty-five teachers taught 500 little scholars.

In

1968 he occupied a similar position at Our Lady of Victories in Gerihun with 3,500
Catholics and catechumens, nineteen primary schools, staffed by fifty-three
teachers, attending to the needs of over 1,700 pupils.
In the late 1970s he returned to England after about three decades of hard
work in Sierra Leone. His remaining active years were spent doing pastoral work
at Peasley Cross.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Edward KEARNEY 57 GREAT BRITAIN SL GB
• September 22, 1919 Consett, D. of Hexham
For his senior formation he went to
September 8, 1938 at Orly. His seminary
when World War Two broke out and the
England. Emergency facilities were set up
he was ordained at Kendal.

+ August 11, 1976 England

France, where he made his vows on
studies, however, took a different turn
English students fled from France to
there for them and on October 3, 1943

When the war ended he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where we find him
listed as teaching at St. Edward's secondary school in Brookfields, near Freetown
in 1947 and two years later as principal of this school.
By 1956 he was back in England. He taught there at Castlehead for several
years. Death came for him at a relatively early age.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Matthew CORRIGAN IRELAND GMB IRL
• June 8, 1919 Tang, Ballymahon, Longford
The brother of four Spiritans, the Frs. Francis, Aloyisus, Michael and Kevin, he
completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1935-38 and made his vows on
September 8, 1939 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1942, he prefected for one
year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimm age he was ordained on July
14, 1946 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia and posted to St. George's,
Basse, a station up the Gambia River that had been opened just before World War
Two broke out.

He became its director and taught at its school for boys, while

Sisters of Cluny conducted a school for girls.
In 1954 he was switched to St. Theresa's at Kanifing, where he functioned in
the same way. After another tour of duty back at Basse from 1960 till 1963, he was
posted to N'Jongon, an outstation of Banjul, opened in 1959.
development for five years.

He worked at its
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Returning to Ireland in 1969, he took up parochial ministry in the Dublin area.
He was still listed as engaged in this in 1993.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. COUGHLAN 59 IRELAND GMB IRL
* March 15, 1918 Bansha, Tipperary
+ October 26, 1977 Blackrock
He completed his secondary studies at Rockwell, 1934-36, and made his
vows on September 8, 1937 at Kilshane. His senior studies were interrupted by
three years of prefecting. He earned a B.A., Honors, in 1943, and in his final year
of theology at Kimmage was ordained on July 14, 1946 in Dublin. Later he would
also earn a Higher Diploma in Education (1954). We may add that in his senior
seminary years his talent for painting received professional guidance, so that the
corridors of the house were soon embellished with his works. He did his painting
fast, as if possessed by the need to give expression to what was driving him.
In 1947 he was assigned to Gambia. He threw himself there enthusiastically
into his work at St. Augustine's school in Banjul. Unfortunately, his health broke
down and, suffering from intestinal ulcers, he was sent back to Ireland in 1952. He
valiantly returned to Gambia in the same year, but one year later had to be sent
back to Ireland again.
Thereafter he was attached to Blackrock as a teacher, first at the junior division
in Willow Park and then to senior students in Blackrock itself.

He continued to

paint, selling his works for good causes, and expressing his artistic talent also in
songs and playing the violin. At the same time he was also perpetually busy with
trying to find jobs for people in need.
On the last day of his life, he was playing the violin waiting in his room for an
interview with a man needing a job.

Feeling a pain in his chest, he told a

confrere to call the doctor and asked to be anointed, while also giving instructions
for the man who had an appointment with him. The doctor came and said that
there was nothing wrong with him. The whole thing looked like just another
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example of his way of dramatizing minor events to his confreres. A few minutes
later they were stunned when he breathed his last.
IBN October 26

264

Fr. Harold HEARD GREAT BRITAIN SL CAN
* December 31, 1913 Roker, D. of Newcastle
He made his vows on September 15, 1938 at Hotgne, Belgium, and began his
senior seminary studies in France. World War Two forced him to return to England
in 1940. He continued his studies there in the war time facilities created for that
purpose and was ordained on November 1, 1941 at Castlehead.
The records do not show when he went to Sierra Leone, but in 1947 we find
him listed there at Serabu as assistant and in 1952 as in charge of that station.
After a leave in England in 1956 he was listed as doing pastoral ministry at St.
Anthony's, Brookfields in 1961.
When the new St. Theresa's mission at Sambuya was opened in 1966, he
was placed in charge of it. Two years later it reported nearly 500 Catholics and
800 catechumens, while over 1,000 pupils attended its nine primary schools.
Around 1970 he left Sierra Leone for England. From there he went to British
Columbia in Western Canada to engage in parish ministry at Victoria.

He

celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination while on leave at Bickley, England,
in 1991 and after his return to Victoria continued to make himself useful as a priest.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Thomas A C . O'BYRNE IRELAND SL IRL
* December 27, 1919 Limerick
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 21, 1939. After earning a B.A. Honors, in 1942, he prefected one year
at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 14,
1946 in Dublin. He earned a Higher Diploma in Education in 1948.
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lri September of the same year he went to Sierra Leone. After teaching for two
years at St. Anthony's primary school in Freetown, he was posted to the Catholic
teachers training college in Bo. Illness sent him back to Ireland in 1951, but he was
able to return to Sierra Leone one year later.

He was posted to Freetown until

1956 and then briefly to Gerihun.
Returning to Ireland, he was assigned to the Brothers' novitiate at Ardbraccan
as assistant novice master and bursar in 1957. Thereafter we find him listed as
teaching at Blackrock from 1968 on. He was still there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John L. O'REILLY 66 IRELAND SL IRL MLW USA
* July 7, 1918 Donnybrook, Dublin
+ April 20, 1985 Blackrock
A Blackrock graduate, 1927-36, he made his vows on September 8, 1937 at
Kilshane. He earned a B.Sc., Honors, in 1940 and a B.A., Honors, in 1942,
prefected for one year at Rockwell, and in his final year of theology at Kimmage
was ordained on July 14, 1946 in Dublin. In 1948 he obtained a Higher Diploma
and a M.A. in education.
Sent to Sierra Leone, he taught at the Catholic teachers training college in Bo,
while also being its principal until 1954. The following year he assumed the same
roles for one year at St. Edward's secondary college. From 1956 on he was senior
lecturer in education at the Government teachers training college in Freetown until
1967.

He then resumed his previous functions at the Catholic teachers training

college in Bo until 1970.
In addition, he functioned as university chaplain at Fourah Bay College from
1956 till 1963, and from 1958 till 1967 he was the Catholic representative for radio
and television in the country. As such, he made a big contribution to the use of
these media.
Returning to Ireland in 1971, he taught for three years at Rockwell and St.
Michael's College and then worked for a while in Malawi and in California. From
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1977 on he was attached to Blackrock as registrar, while also editing its Annual for
several years.
While attending community vespers on April 20, 1985, he died suddenly of a
heart attack.
IBN April 20
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Fr. Patrick F. CONWAY IRELAND SL USA
* April 29, 1921 Claremorris, Mayo
After completing his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1938-40, he was
professed on September 8, 1941 at Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by one year of prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year of theology he
was ordained on July 13, 1947 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. Posted to Bo, he took
care of the Pujehun station. In 1950 he became an assistant at Njala, a mission
that had been started in 1951 in the Komboya Kingdom; there were only 150
Catholics but nearly 800 catechumens showed a promising future.
In 1956 we find him at the recently opened station in Pendembu, where a
similar situation existed. Five years later he was listed as in charge of Our Lady of
the Rosary station at Slama with its 2,000 Catholics and catechumens and sixteen
primary schools attended by over 1,300 pupils. When he left for a leave in 1968
there were close to 3,700 Catholics and catechumens. His final assignment placed
him at the old station of Gerihun.
Saying farewell to Sierra Leone in 197 4 after nearly three decades of service,
he went to the U.S.A., where he joined his Irish confreres in California, doing parish
ministry and rendering chaplain services. He was still listed as such in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William DWANE 57 IRELAND SL IRL CAN
* January 31, 1920 Lisdoonagh,
* October 28, 1977 London, Ontario
Cloughjordan, Tipperary
He joined the Congregation at the novitiate in Kilshane, where he made his
vows on September 8, 1939. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1942, he prefected
for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage, he was ordained
on July 14, 1946 in Dublin. He then acquired a Higher Diploma in Education at the
National University of Ireland.
In 1948 he received his assignment to Sierra Leone. He taught there for eight
years at St. Edward's in Freetown and from 1956 to 1959 at the teachers training
college in Bo. When in 1959 he was named educational secretary for the diocese
of Freetown and Bo, he went to reside again in Freetown. He is remembered for
his dry sense of humor and his unflappable disposition.
Ill health made him return to Ireland in 1964. After teaching at the Willow Park
division of Blackrock, for a dozen years, he moved in 1976 to London, Ontario in
Canada.

He studied there and served as chaplain to a girls' college, where he

quickly endeared himself to staff and students.
Not feeling well in October 1977, he went for a check-up at St. Joseph's
Hospital, where he died after a brief illness.
IBN October 28; SWWW 1038
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Fr. John P. MORRISSEY 74 IRELAND NGA SL GB USA
* May 23, 1914 Drumconda, Dublin
+ February 3, 1989 San Francisco, CA
His parents were American citizens, so that he was able to claim dual
citizenship. After completing his secondary schooling, he entered the novitiate at
Kimmage in 1932 and made his vowed commitment there on September 23, 1933.
After doing his philosophy at Blackrock, he prefected for one year at Blackrock and
Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 26,
1939 in Dublin.
In late 1940 he sailed for Nigeria, where he worked in the Benue region for
one year and then in the Onitsha-Owerri district till 1947.

229
While on leave in Ireland, he was reassigned to Sierra Leone.

He labored

there for eighteen years. We find him stationed at Makeni, a new mission, which in
1952 was handed over to the Xaverian Missionaries of Parma. From Makeni he
went to the Slama outstation at Yengema and then on to Pujehun as in charge of
Holy Family Mission in 1952. At an undetermined time he was posted to Bonthe on
Sherbro Island.

A tireless and strongly motivated worker, full of ideas and

initiatives, he did his very best to help establish a native church in Africa.
In 1967 he left Sierra Leone. After doing one year of ministry in England, he
moved to the U.S.A. in 1969 and engaged in parish ministry in the San Francisco
area. In his later years he became also very interested in contemplative prayer.
He died suddenly in San Francisco in 1989, a few months short of the golden
jubilee of his ordination.
IBN February 3; SNM 159
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Fr. Richard M. WOULFE IRELAND GMB KEN
* December 9, 1919 Abbeyfeale, Limerick
A brother of the Spiritan Frs. Cornelius and Michael, he attended Rockwell,
1932-37, and was professed on September 10, 1932 at Kilshane. His senior
studies at Kimmage were interrupted by three years of prefecting at Rockwell. After
earning a B.A. in 1944, he studied theology and in its final year was ordained on
July 13, 1947 in Dublin.
The following year he went to Gambia, doing pastoral ministry at Banjul for a
decade. Ailing he returned to Ireland in 1958 and from there went to Montana,
Switzerland to be treated for tuberculosis.
When he had recovered, he was sent to Kenya's more congenial climate in
1959. After teaching for eight years at the teachers training college in Kilimanbogo,
he took up ministry among Asians in 1969 at Nairobi. The latest directory still
shows him engaged in this work.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Jeremiah P. O'SULLIVAN IRELAND SL IRL
* January 7, 1919 Dromroe, Newcastle, Limerick
He attended Blackrock, 1933-38, and made his vows on September 8, 1939 at
Kilshane. His senior seminary studies were interrupted by three years of prefecting
at Blackrock, after which he earned a B.A. in 1946. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 11, 1948 in Dublin. Later he would complete
his studies earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1961.
In December 1949 he sailed from Liverpool to Sierra Leone, where he was
posted to St. Francis Xavier parish in Bo, doing pastoral and evangelization work,
until in 1955 he joined the staff of Christ the King College in the same locality.
One year later, he became educational secretary for the diocese, a function
which he retained until 1979 and for which he moved to Freetown.

He also

became there principal of St. Edward's secondary school in 1972. This school had
grown considerably and was attended by some 400 students.
Returning to Ireland after thirty years of service in Sierra Leone, he was posted
to the Willow Park division of Blackrock as bursar. The latest directory shows him
as still functioning as bursar in Blackrock.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James MELLETT 77 IRELAND NGA SL
* July 2, 1886 Crossboyne, Claremorris, Mayo

+ May 10, 1964 Dublin

He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1898-1906, and stayed on
as a prefect for four more years. During his school years he earned quite a
reputation for his rugby exploits, becoming almost legendary over the years. Going
to France for his senior formation, he made his vows at Chevilly on October 8,
1911. Because of World War One, he finished his theological studies in the safety
of Langonnet, where he was ordained on October 28, 1919.
The following year, he was assigned to Nigeria, where he worked at Calabar,
learned two languages spoken in the area and earned the everlasting gratitude of
the bushmen who had fled into the mountains to escape persecution by stronger
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tribes.

When in 1921 he was posted to Ogoja, he covered his territory with

numerous bush schools.
While on leave in 1925, he was retained in Ireland to do promotional work for
the Killeshandra Sisters and then served for two years as director of the Holy
Childhood.

In 1932 he was able to return to Nigeria, doing missionary work at

Nsukka and, after the start of Wortd War Two, at Oguta.
In 1949, when he was in his sixties, he was asked to exchange the flourishing
mission among the lgbo in Eastern Nigeria for the much more difficult work in
Sierra Leone. He accepted and was assigned to open a new station at Makeni.
When this place was ceded to the Xaverian Missionaries in 1952, he was posted to
Pujehun as assistant to Fr. John Morrissey, who had been his assistant at Makeni.
He also served briefly at Bonthe.
He went back to Nigeria in 1953, still making himself useful at Onitsha. His
final years from 1960 on were spent at Kimmage, where he wrote his life story,
entitled

If

Any Man Dare in 1964. He died before it was published, leaving the

memory of an almost legendary and totally dedicated missionary among his
confreres.
IBN May 10; SNM 64
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Fr. James P. WARD IRELAND TT SL IRL
* March 6, 1920 Moydow, Longford
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vowed
commitment on September 8, 1940. His senior seminary studies were interrupted
by prefecting in Trinidad, 1942-45. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 11, 1948 in Dublin.
Sent to Sierra Leone in 1949, he was posted to Gerihun, where retired old Fr.
Aloys Scheer was his companion. During the years he spent there the number of
Catholics and catechumens grew to over 2,000 and nearly 1,000 pupils attended
the thirteen primary schools of the mission in the surrounding areas.
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In 1960 he became pastor of St. Patrick's at Bonthe on Sherbro Island, where
the numbers were about the same as those in Gerihun. Seven years later he took
charge of St. Anthony's at Brookfields, formerly called Ascensiontown, near
Freetown. This parish at that time had some 5,000 members; there was a large
secondary school for girls, operated by St. Joseph of Cluny Sisters, and over 1,300
pupils attended the parish's three primary schools. Enough, then, to keep even a
well-organized man like him very busy.
After twenty-two years in Sierra Leone illness sent him back to Ireland in 1971,
where he took up parish ministry in various locations.

He was still listed as

engaged in it in 1995.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William A. WALSH IRELAND SL IRL
* July 6, 1922 Glanworth, Cork
He entered the Congregation as a novice in 1940 and was professed on
September 8, 1941 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1944, he prefected for two
years at Rathmines while also earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1946. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 10, 1949 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1950, he taught at the teachers training college in
Bo until he was posted to Njala in the Komboya Chiefdom to supervise its three
primary schools and give religious instruction.
From 1953 on he served for four years at St. Patrick's in Bonthe on Sherbro
Island.

This parish then had some 2,500 Catholics and catechumens; its ten

primary schools enrolled over 1,100 pupils and there was a hospital; so there was
enough work there to keep him and his confrere very busy.
In 1957 he was posted to Moyamba's St. Columba parish, looking after its
congregation of over 2,000 and being chaplain of its hospital. Next, we find him at
St. Joseph's in Damballa, near Bo, engaged in teaching.
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In 1967 illness sent him home to Ireland. When he had recovered he took up
teaching at Templeogue College. He was still reported there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Brian D'ARCY 56 IRELAND GMB NGA IRL MLW
• November 25, 1921 Mountmellick, Leix
+ April 11, 1978 Kilkenny, IRL
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1941. After earning a B.A., first class Honors, in 1944, he prefected
for two years at Blackrock, while also earning a Higher Diploma in Education with
equal honors. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 10 ,
1949 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia, where he engaged in pastoral
and education endeavors. We find him listed in 1955 in charge of Kanifin, a station
opened in 1947, which then had nearly 60 0 Catholics and catechumens and a
primary school, attended by some 16 0 pupils. In 1961 he was listed at Our Lady of
the Assumption in Banjul. At that time this parish counted nearly 4, 0 0 0 Catholics
and catechumens and had become an important educational center. Its staff, not
counting Bp. Michael Moloney, consisted of eight Spiritans, one diocesan priest,
seven Sisters of Cluny and fourteen catechists; it had, including its outstations at
Lamin, Karton and Njongon, five primary schools and two secondary schools,
attended by some 1,1 0 0 pupils.
In 1961 he was transferred to Nigeria.

There also he engaged in both

educational and pastoral duties in the Onitsha and Enugu areas. Ill health sent him
back to Ireland in 1968.

After doing three years of parish work, he returned to

Africa, this time going to Malawi, where he taught at the Blantyre seminary. His
indifferent health forced him once again to leave Africa in 197 4. His few remaining
years were spent in parish ministry in Ireland. He died suddenly in 1978.
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Father was not only a zealous priest, but also a man of wide-ranging interests,
very well read, and a great conversationalist who extended a hearty welcome to all,
wherever he was. No wonder people loved him.
IBN April 11; SNM 535
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Fr. Bryan O'CONNOR IRELAND SL IRL
* February 22, 1920 Cashel, Tipperary
He completed his secondary education at Rockwell, 1935-38, and made his
vowed commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1939. After doing
philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected at Rathmines for two years while also
earning a B.Sc., Honors, in 1944 and a Higher Diploma in Education, Honors, in
1945. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 10, 1949 in
Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1950, he taught at St. Edward's Secondary
School in Brookfields until the end of 1955.

He did then half a year of pastoral

work at Yengema, after which he resumed teaching at Christ the King College in
Bo until 1962. Returning to St. Edward's in that year, he continued teaching there
till 1976.
After more than a quarter of a century of service in Africa he went back to
Ireland, where he was assigned to Rockwell to teach. He was still residing there in
1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Francis A MARTIN IRELAND SL IRL
* October 9, 1919 Kiltimagh, Mayo
A brother of Fr. Liam, C.S.Sp., he entered the Congregation in 1938 at
Kilshane, where he made his vows on September 8 of the following year. After
doing philosophy at Kimmage, he earned a B.A., Honors, in 1942 and an M.A. in
classics, first class Honors, in 1944. After prefecting for one year at Rockwell, he
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went to Rome for theology, earning an S.T.L. in 1949. In the meantime he had also
been ordained there on July 4, 1948. In later years he would complete his
education by earning a licentiate in canon law in Rome (1951) and a Higher
Diploma in Education, Honors, in 1962.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1951, he did two years of pastoral ministry at Bo
and Slama before being posted to Freetown. He became principal of St. Edward's
secondary school, while also being one of its teachers and secretary to the bishop.
Returning to Ireland in 1971, he was posted to Templelogue College, where
he continued his teaching. From 1985 on he resided at Kimmage as a member of
the province's vocations team. He was still listed at Kimmage in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Robert Finbar REYNOLDS IRELAND SL KEN USA IRL
* September 25, 1922 Cork
After attending Rockwell, 1937-41, he was professed on September 8, 1942 at
Kilshane. He earned a B.A. in 1945 and then prefected for two years at Blackrock.
In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 16, 1950 in
Dublin.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone. After teaching for one year at
Freetown, he engaged in ministry at Bo until mid 1953.
Transferred to the Archdiocese of Nairobi in Kenya in that year, he taught at
teachers' training schools till 1956 and was then assigned to evangelization and
pastoral duties.
In 1970 he went back to Ireland and two years later flew to the U.S.A., doing
parish ministry or chaplaincy duties for two decades in California. In 1996 we find
him listed at Kimmage in Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SEAM 628
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Fr. Reginald GILLOOLY IRELAND GMB IRL
* January 25, 1925 Dunlaoghaire, Dublin
He entered the Congregation at the novitiate level in 1942 and made his vows
on September 27, 1943 at Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Kimmage. He earned a B.A., Honors, in
1948 and in his final year of theology he was ordained on July 15, 1951 in Dublin.
Assigned to Gambia, he taught at St. Augustine's secondary school in Banjul
until 1955 and was then posted to St. Edward's in Bwiam as pastor and supervisor
of its primary schools at Fula Bantang and Buram. From 1967 on he served as
diocesan procurator until 1975.
He was then placed in charge of the new St. Peter's station in Lamin, near
BanjuL He opened a secondary school there and by 1990 his parish had grown to
over 800 Catholics and catechumens. At the same time he also supervised the
diocesan bookshop in nearby Banjul. In 1996 he was still listed at Lamin.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. Thomas J. O'LOUGHLIN 39 IRELAND SL
* May 21, 1916 Punchersgrange,
Newbridge, Kildate

+ April 26, 1956 Yengema, SL

He had earned his diploma as a licensed pharmacist in 1943 and was
working as such when he applied to the Congregation. After pronouncing his vows
on September 8, 1946, he did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage and was
ordained on July 15, 1951 in Dublin at the age of thirty-five.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he left for his destination in late 1952. There he
was placed in charge of the new mission to be opened in Yengema.

A hard

worker, he built several primary schools and was making plans for the
development of the area when an accident put an end to his life.
IBN April 26
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Fr. William A COSTELLOE IRELAND GMB KEN USA IRL
* April 17, 1924 Bamagurry, Kiltimagh, Mayo
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1944. After earning a B.A. in 1947, he prefected for one year at
Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 15,
1951 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia.

He taught there at St.

Augustine's secondary school, but in 1961 we find him listed as in charge of St.
George's parish at Basse.
In 1965 he was reassigned to the Nairobi Archdiocese in Kenya, where he
taught at secondary schools. In 1970 he went to the U.S.A. doing parish ministry in
various locations and joined the Long Island Irish Spiritan group in New York.
Returning to Ireland in 1990, he took up residence at Kimmage. He was still there
in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Abp. Thomas J. BROSNAHAN 90 IRELAND NGA SL IRL
* March 31, 1905 Whitegate, Clare
+ January 28, 1996 Kimmage
He attended Rockwell, 1920-23, and made his vows on August 26, 1924 at
Kimmage. In the final year of his theology studies at Blackrock he was ordained on
June 16, 1929 in Dublin.
Assigned to Southern Nigeria in 1930, he was posted to Eke, first as an
assistant and then as in charge of that mission.

He remained there for two

decades. The labor accomplished by him and his assistants at Eke and its ninetyfour outstations was so fruitful that nine years later there were 26,000 Catholics and
catechumens. If by 1949 this figure had shrunk to 11,000, this should be attributed
to the subdivision of the area to form new missions with a priest in residence.
When in 1950 the Vicariate of Onitsha became an archdiocese, Abp. Charles
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Heerey named him his vicar general. He was called the most loyal friend the lgbo
people ever had.
In 1952 the Holy See chose him to be Bishop of Freetown and Bo in Sierra
Leone. He was ordained as such on March 7, 1953 at Kimmage. By 1970 the
status of his diocese was raised to that of archdiocese. Although Catholics were,
and are, only a small minority in the country, relations with the mostly Islamic
majority have been traditionally very good.

Many government officials and leading

civilians are former students of the schools operated by the Catholic Church.
When in 1970 the Holy See carved the new Diocese of Kenema from his
domain, he "lost" some 26,000 of his flock. Yet in 1980 when he resigned at the
age of seventy-five, in his remaining territory there were 52,000 Catholics and
catechumens. There had been only about 23,000 when he took charge of the
diocese in 1952.
Having given half a century of devoted but hard work to Africa, Abp.
Brosnahan retired to Kimmage in 1980, where in 1989 he celebrated the diamond
jubilee of his priestly ordination.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 88
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Fr. Patrick HOLLAND IRELAND SL BRZ USA
* April 14, 1925 Clonakilty, Cork
A Rockwell graduate, 1938-43, he made his commitment to the Congregation
on September 8, 1942 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology he
was ordained on July 15, 1951 in Dublin. Later in life he would earn a Master's
degree in counseling in California.
In October 1952 he went to Sierra Leone.

After being introduced to the

country at Gerihun, near Bo, he was posted in 1953 to Pujehun in the South-West.
This mission then counted over 1,000 Catholics and catechumens and operated a
dozen primary schools, attended by over 800 pupils, and its staff consisted of two
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priests, two Rosary Sisters and twenty-two teachers. He worked there until in 1958
he was transferred to Yengema as in charge of Christ the King parish in the Kono
district.

Opened in 1952, this parish had some 400 Catholics, but the very

promising number of over 1,800 catechumens.
In 1965 he was posted to St. Patrick's parish at Bonthe on Sherbro Island as
its pastor.

Founded in 1893, the parish then counted over 3,000 Catholics and

catechumens; it operated seventeen primary schools, in which thirty teachers
taught some 1,200 children.
Saying farewell to Sierra Leone in 1967, he was assigned to Brazil, where
Irish Spiritans had established a district in the South-West. Asked to go to the
U.S.A. for fund-raising, he did so and joined the Long Island Irish Spiritans while
also doing pastoral ministry. In 1996 he was still engaged in pastoral ministry in
the New York area.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael J. FRAWLEY 56 IRELAND IRL NGA GMB MLW
* September 1, 1914 Miltonmalbay, Clare
+ October 1, 1971 Masonjola, MLW
Educated at Rockwell and Blackrock till 1933, he made his vowed commitment
to the Congregation on September 12, 1934 at Kilshane, earned a B.A. in 1937
and, while prefecting at Rathmines, a Higher Diploma in Education, Honors, in
1938. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 22, 1941
in Dublin.
After serving as dean of discipline for two years at Rockwell, he taught at
Kimmage for one year and then in 1945, was assigned to the Vicariate of Owerri in
Nigeria. He built its new Sp. Shanahan College in Orlu and served as its principal.
In 1951 he took up the same position at Stella Maris College in Port Harcourt.
Two years later he was loaned out to Gambia to serve as principal of St.
Augustine's secondary school, which then enrolled about 200 boys.
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Returning to Nigeria after a leave in Ireland in late 1956, he took up parish
work for a few years and then became again principal of Bp. Shanahan College
until in 1961 he was placed in charge of the St. Brendan's mission at lkeduru. In
1968 he became district superior of the Spiritans working in Eastern Nigeria. By
then the Biafran War was raging and, when this war ended in defeat for the
Biafrans in 1970, he was briefly interned together with many confreres and
expelled from the country.
He then volunteered for service in Malawi. He died there in his sleep one year
after his arrival. A man who always got along very easily with the young, he had
also a great sense of humor. Endowed with a beautiful tenor voice, he had kept up
the morale of his confreres with his songs when they were interned and expelled.
Above all, he is remembered for his readiness to rise to the challenge when he was
faced with a new situation.
IBN October 1; SNM 199
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Fr. Patrick J. KILGANNON 52 IRELAND SL NGA IRL
* February 11, 1924 Greenville,
+ October 31, 1976 Galway
Mountbellow, Galway
A junior brother of the Spiritan Fr. Peter and a nephew of Fr. William Carroll,
C.S.Sp., he attended Blackrock, 1938-43, and did his senior seminary studies at
Kimmage. They were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. In his
final year of theology he was ordained on June 29, 1952 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1953, he labored there for ten years, notably at
Gerihun in the Bo district.

Its Our Lady of Victories parish, of which he was in

charge, counted some 1,500 Catholics and an equal number of catechumens; its
fourteen primary schools enrolled nearly 1,300 pupils, instructed by thirty-eight
teachers, and he had one other priest to assist him.
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After the death of his brother in a motor accident in 1962 in Nigeria, he was
transferred to Nigeria's Diocese of Owerri.

Illness drove him back to Ireland in

1966.
Six months later he had recovered sufficiently to take up some ministry. He
died of cancer in his home county.
IBN October; SNM 551
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Bp. John C. O'RIORDAN IRELAND SL
* January 6, 1924 Upper Effin, Kilmallock, Limerick
A Blackrock graduate, 1937-43, he made his commitment to the Congregation
on September 8, 1944 at Kilshane. He senior seminary studies were interrupted
by two years of prefecting, after which he earned a B.A. In his final year of theology
at Kimmage he was ordained there on June 29, 1952.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1953, he was posted as assistant to Our Lady of
the Rosary, Slama, in what would become the Diocese of Kenema. It was then a
mission counting some 1,600 Catholics and catechumens with six primary schools,
attended by over 700 pupils. In 1961 we find him listed in Kenema as assistant at
St. Paul's.

Opened in 1957, this mission counted 700 Catholics and 1,250

catechumens, had twelve primary schools and one girls' training college run by the
Rosary Sisters.
In 1965 he was placed in charge of the promising new St. Kizito mission at
Panguma, near Kenema, where catechumens outnumbered some 200 Catholics
six to one.
In 1972 he became vicar general of Kenema's Bp. Joseph Ganda and went to
reside at Slama. When in 1980 this bishop was transferred to Freetown and Bo as
its archbishop, the Holy See named him apostolic administrator of the Kenema
diocese and in 1984 Bishop of Kenema. He was ordained a bishop on June 4 of
the same year by Abp. Ganda. The latest available figures (1991) show that his
diocese of some 6,000 sq. miles with a population of 900,000 had some 22,000
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Catholics and catechumens, seven African and sixteen expatriate priests and
eleven senior seminarians.
When tribal warfare erupted in Liberia, it spilled across the boarders into the
Eastern Province of Sierra Leone, where the Diocese of Kenema is located.
Subsequently, some tribes rebelled against the government of Sierra Leone.

In

the fighting one Father and a Dutch doctor, his wife and young daughter were killed
by rebels, while they were evacuating the Panguma hospital in March 1994.
Peace had not yet returned to the area in 1996, but many priests and the bishop
continued to stay with the people as long as possible.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and various directories
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Fr. Patrick G. MOORE IRELAND SL IRL
* August 21, 1926 Kilanur, Leix
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Michael, he completed his secondary studies at
Rockwell in 1946 and made his vows on September 8, 1947 at Kilshane. In the
final year of his theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on June 29, 1952.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he was destined
to work for thirty years. After serving as assistant in Yengema, now in the Diocese
of Kenama, we find him listed in 1961 at Pendembu as in charge of our Lady of
Fatima parish. Opened in 1955, this mission showed promise, for it counted over
400 Catholics and 1, 100 catechumens.
In 1968 he was listed as in charge of Holy Family parish at Pujehun, which at
that time operated thirty-eight primary schools and two secondary schools enrolling
nearly 2,500 pupils, taught by seventy-six teachers, and counting some 2,600
Catholics and catechumens.

He became vicar general of the Freetown and Bo

diocese in 1972, while also being pastor of St. Francis in Bo, a parish of some
3,000 Catholics and catechumens.
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Taking a sabbatical leave in 1983 after three decades of service in Sierra
Leone, he then took up parish ministry in Ireland. He was still engaged in this in
1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Bp. Michael J. CLEARY IRELAND GMB
* September 1, 1925 Tulrahan, Ballyhanna, Mayo
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, making his vows on September 8,
1944, earned a B.A., Honors in 1947 and prefected for two years at Blackrock while
also earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1948. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained there on June 29, 1952.
In October of the following year he travelled to Gambia.

Assigned to St.

Augustine's secondary school in Banjul, he taught there and b,1came its principal
in 1960. As most of Gambia's population was, and still is, Moslem, the student
body consisted of Catholics, other Christians and a majority of Moslems. He did
much to promote religious harmony among them and to maintain mutual respect for
religious beliefs.
In 1978 he became vicar general and educational secretary of the diocese.
When Bp. Michael Moloney resigned in 1980, the Holy See named him his
successor. As the local cathedral was too small for the many coming to witness his
ordination, the ceremony was held on the grounds of St. Augustine's secondary
school on March 25, 1981.

On that occasion he expressed the hope that one day

Gambia would have one of its own sons as its bishop. Since 1852 when Fr. Jean
Lacombe, a native son of Banjul, had been ordained, no other Gambian had
reached the priesthood. Yet, the bishop's hope may be fulfilled: by 1990 there
were five African-born priests functioning in Gambia.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; CSSp Newsletter Ireland April 1981
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Fr. Peter J. CASEY IRELAND SL IRL
* June 24, 1925 Ballywater, Mostrim, Longford
After receiving his secondary education in his native county, he entered the
Kilshane novitiate in 1944. His profession was delayed by illness until October 2,
1946. He earned a B.A., Honors, in 1949 and in his final year of theology at
Kimmage was ordained on June 29, 1952 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1953 he did parish ministry at Gerihun for two
years before being posted to Bo. Christ the King secondary college was there to
be constructed and he was in charge of that project.
By 1960 he went to Waterloo, an outstation of Freetown that was becoming a
place with a priest in residence. In 1965 he was posted to St. Columba's parish in
Moyamba. It was a parish destined to see substantial development in the future,
but right then it counted only about 2,000 Catholics and catechumens.
In 1980 we find him listed as vicar general and vicar for religious in the
Archdiocese of Freetown and Bo, while also being pastor at St. Ambrose in Mattru
Jong, a parish that had been opened in 1972 on Bonthe Mainland.

His final

assignment in Sierra Leone took him to Damballa to serve as pastor at St. Peter
Claver, a small parish in the Bo district. He was still listed there in 1989.
Returning to Ireland after laboring for thirty-seven years in Sierra Leone, he
took up hospital chaplaincy work in his home country.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

290

Fr. E. Norman FITZGERALD IRELAND SL IRL
* February 8, 1925 Ballinrobe, Mayo
He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1937-43, before making
his vows on September 16, 1944 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rathmines, after which he
earned a B.A. Honors, in 1950. On July 8, 1955 he was ordained in Dublin. Later
he would complete his education by acquiring some other diplomas, including
computer science.
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Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1954, he taught at Christ the King College in Bo
for six years.

From 1960 on he functioned as principal of St. Paul's secondary

school in Pujehun.
In 1969 he became education secretary for the Archdiocese of Freetown and
Bo, while also being from 1970 on development coordinator and national chaplain
of Young Catholic Students, functions he continued to fulfill until 1981.
After serving for a quarter of a century in Sierra Leone, he returned to Ireland,
where he worked as bursar at Blackrock till in 1989 he took up ministry in his
homeland. He was still serving as such in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Brendan P. O'SULLIVAN 48 U.S.A. SL IRL
* June 25, 1926 Long Island, NY

+ August 31, 1974 Cork

He did the last year of his secondary studies at Rockwell and made his vows
on September 8, 1945 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1948, he
prefected for two years at Blackrock, during which he also earned a Higher
Diploma in Education in 1949. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 5, 1953 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1954, he taught at the teachers training college in
Bo until 1967 and then was posted to Kenema's secondary school.
In frail health and frequently ailing, he returned the following year to Ireland.
He was still able to assume a convent chaplaincy and do some teaching at a
vocational school while also helping out in a parish.
He died in a nursing home, leaving he memory of a "perfect priest, friend and
consoler." In his work as a teacher he was also a perfectionist, yet one full of wit
and humor.
IBN August 31
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Fr. John A. NUGENT IRELAND SL
* June 20, 1926 Clonmel, Tipperary
He finished his secondary schooling at Rockwell before making his vows on
September 8, 1945 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by three years of prefecting at Blackrock and Rockwell. In his final year
of theology he was ordained on July 5, 1953 in Dublin.
Sent to Sierra Leone, he did evangelization and pastoral work. We find him
listed in Moyambu as assistant at St. Columba's and from 1967 at Pendembu's Our
Lady of Fatima parish for eleven years. In 1978 he was posted to Our Lady of the
Rosary in Slama, Diocese of Kenema, as pastor. Four years later he was listed
back at Pendembu as pastor and vicar general of the diocese.
When civil war began in the early 1990s, he stayed in the area to help the
numerous refugees and on March 15, 1994 went with two other Fathers to
Panguma to bury the bodies of the murdered Fr. McAllister, Dr. Elco and his wife in
the cemetery next to the church. He then went back to Kenema, which was totally
isolated from the world, except for radio contact, for some time. Peace had not yet
returned to Sierra Leone in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and news items
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Fr. Michael J. FLYNN 68 IRELAND GMB USA
* September 18, 1926 Camross, Laois
+ January 1, 1995 Bridgeport, CT
A brother of Fr. John, C.S.Sp., he did the last year of his secondary schooling
at Rockwell and made his vows on September 8, 1945 at Kilshane. His senior
seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year of prefecting at
Rockwell, after which he earned a B.A. first class Honors, in 1948. On July 5, 1953
he was ordained in Dublin. Later he would complete his education by acquiring a
M.A. in mathematics (1973).
Appointed to Gambia in 1954, he taught at St. Augustine's high school for one
year and then was put in charge of the Basse station, where he served until 1959
when he was posted to Fulabantang's St. Theresa's mission as its pastor.
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After a leave in 1964, which he spent gathering funds in the U.S.A., he
returned to Gambia and taught again in St. Augustine's secondary school for one
year. In 1966 he became education secretary for the diocese of Banjul, while also
being lecturer at Yundum teachers training college. After one year of teaching at
Lamin Technical School, he was posted as pastor to Banjul's cathedral parish in
1970. In 1973 he was named district superior of the Spiritans working in Gambia,
while also teaching at St. Augustine's secondary school.
On leave in the U.S.A., he earned the above-mentioned degree in
mathematics, did parish ministry and then studied French in Bordeaux before
returning to Banjul in 1980 for another three years of service.
By 1985 he was back in the U.S.A., making mission appeals on behalf of the
Banjul diocese while also working as an assistant at St. Raphael's parish in
Bridgeport, CT. He became ill there while celebrating Mass on New Year's Day
1995 and died shortly after.
IBN January 1
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Fr. Jeremiah F. LAMBE IRELAND SL F USA
* December 2, 1924 Swinford, Claremorris, Mayo
A Blackrock graduate, 1938-43, he made his commitment to the Congregation
on September 21, 1944 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1947 he
prefected for two years at Blackrock, while also earning a Higher Diploma in
Education in 1949. In his final year of theology at Kimmage, he was ordained there
on June 29, 1952.
Going to Sierra Leone in October of the following year, he was destined to
spend nearly a quarter of a century in education there. After teaching for two years
at the teachers training college in Bo, while also being editor of Catholic Monthly,
he became principal of another training school in Moyamba.
In 1958 he was posted to Catholic training college in Bo to teach and in 1962
he became principal of Christ the King College in the same town. He continued to
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function as such until 1978. After a leave, during which he functioned as chaplain
to an orphanage in France, he returned to Sierra Leone and did pastoral work at
St. Anthony's in Freetown from 1980 on.
Eight years later we find him in the U.S.A. as a member of the Irish Spiritan
group in Long Island, NY, and devoting himself to parish ministry.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. HENEHAN IRELAND SL IRL USA
* November 26, 1926 Ballykeeres, Athlone
A Blackrock graduate, 1940-45, he made his profession on September 8,
1946 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A., Honors, in 1949 and then prefected at
Blackrock for one year. In his final year of theology at the Gregorian University in
Rome he earned a S.T.L. in 1954. Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on
June 28, 1953.

,
I
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Assigned to Sierra Leone, he did two years of pastoral duties at Gerihun in the
Bo district before being posted to Freetown to teach at St. Edward's secondary
school, while also being chaplain to the military.
In 1960 he was attached to Bo's Christ the King College, where he taught and
functioned as dean of the boarders for five years. He then returned to St. Edward's
secondary school and resumed his two previous assignments there in 1965, this
time for nine years.
From 1976 on he taught in Ireland at Templeogue College till 1981, served as
chaplain at a secondary school till 1983 and taught at St. Michael's College. In
1985 he went to California, where he acted as hospital chaplain for a few years
and then returned to Ireland to assume similar duties. He was still listed as such in
1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Denis P. MURPHY 40 IRELAND TT SL
* February 21, 1927 Glengarrif, Cork

+ January 3, 1968 Liberia

He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell in 1944 and made his
vows on September 8, 1945 at Kilshane. His senior studies were interrupted by
three years of prefecting in Trinidad, after which he earned a B.A., Honors, in 1951.
In his. final year of theology at Kimm age he was ordained on July 11, 1954 in
Dublin.
In November of the following year he went to Sierra Leone, where he served
as assistant at St. Francis Xavier parish in Bo, looking in particular after the Mano
outstation with its 500 Catholics and 1,000 catechumens.
In 1961 he was posted to Christ the King College in Bo as a teacher and then
became in 1962 principal of the new Holy Spirit secondary school at Segbema, an
outstation of Pendembu.
Six years later his life was tragically cut short by a road accident across the
border in nearby Liberia.
IBN January 3; SWWW 801
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Fr. Joseph BEGG 56 IRELAND SL IRL
* September 20, 1927 Phibsboro, Dublin

+ January 10, 1984 Dublin

He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vowed
commitment on September 8, 1945. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by two years of prefecting in its offices, after which he earned a B.A. in
1951. In his final year of theology he was ordained on June 11, 1954 in Dublin.
Sent to Sierra Leone the following year, he was introduced to the country at
Njala in the Komboya Kingdom and then posted in 1957 to St. Edward's secondary
school in Freetown to teach.

From 1958 on we find him at the cathedral in

Freetown as its administrator and diocesan procurator.
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A stroke sent him back to Ireland in 1971, but he recovered and returned to
Sierra Leone the following year. He served there as vicar general and secretary of
the archbishop until in 1975 ill health drove him back again to Ireland.
After ministering as a parish chaplain for nearly four years, he felt well enough
to return to Freetown in 1979. Unfortunately, it took not very long before he had to
say a reluctant farewell to Africa.
Back in Ireland in July 1980, he spent time in a hospital and then valiantly still
tried to serve, first as bursar to the community at Templeogue College, and then in
a parish in Dublin. A few months later he was back in the hospital for the last time.
He died in a nursing home, leaving the memory of a reliable and hard worker in the
Lord's vineyard, a good organizer and dedicated missionary.
IBN January 10
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Fr. Patrick J. KEANE IRELAND TT SL IRL
• March 21, 1926 Cuncourivene, Kilmeedy, Limerick
A Rockwell graduate, 1937-44, he was professed on September 8, 1945 at
Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by three years of
prefecting in Trinidad, 1946-49. After earning a B.A. in 1951, he did his theology at
Kimmage and was ordained on July 11, 1954 in Dublin.
Sent to Sierra Leone the following year, he worked at Bonthe on Sherbro
Island until 1960. Returning after a leave, he served another three years, but we
have no details about the place of his work.
In 1965 he went back to Ireland, did some additional studies and promotional
work, and was then assigned to St. Michael's College. He left the Congregation in
1969.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James M. BROWNE 69 IRELAND GMB IRL
* July 26, 1925 Rathmines, Dublin

+ February 4, 1995 Meath, IRL

After his secondary schooling, he worked in a newspaper's office for three
years and then joined the Congregation at Kilshane. Professed on September 8,
1947, he earned a B.A. in 1950 and prefected for one year at Blackrock. In his final
year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 11, 1956 in Dublin.
Assigned to Gambia the following year, he taught at St. Augustine's secondary
school in Banjul for a short time before being posted to Fulabantang in the extreme
east of the Gambia River, near Georgetown. It was a place populated by the Full an
tribe, strongly influenced by Islam and indifferent to the Good News he came to
announce. Nonetheless, they were friendly people. As they needed help to realize
more fully their human potential, he decided to make that his priority. For them he
was their only hope. His house was always open to those in need; he visited the
sick and those in prison and fed the hungry. The people returned his love by loving
him. He remained there all alone as a priest for a dozen years.
In terms of convert-making his harvest was rather small:

he had only 65

Catholics and 56 catechumens in 1968, but he did his share to foster mutual
respect and harmony between Moslems and Christians in Gambia.
While on leave in Ireland in 1969, he was asked to stay and teach at
Templeogue College. He did so until 1983 when he went into parish ministry and
hospital chaplaincy. In 1991 he was moved to Kimmage. A stroke confined him to
a wheelchair, completely dependent on others. He died in a hospital, leaving the
memory of a priest whose life was wholly permeated by Christian love and concern
for others.
IBN February 4; Newsletter CSSp Ireland February 1995
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Fr. Desmond J. KENNY IRELAND TT SL IRL
• June 26, 1927 Rathmines, Dublin
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Myles and a nephew of Fr. Thomas Farrell, C.S.Sp.,
he entered the Congregation after completing his secondary schooling in 1944 and
made his vows on September 8, 1945 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in
1948 he prefected for three years in Trinidad. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 11, 1954 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone the following year, he was introduced to the country
at Gerihun and then posted in 1956 to St. Edward's secondary school in Freetown.
In 1960 he was named to administer the cathedral parish of the Sacred Heart in the
same town. The parish counted then 4,292 Catholics and 350 catechumens, a staff
of four priests, one Brother and five Sisters of Cluny, while operating four primary
schools, in which fifty teachers instructed over 1,900 pupils. There was also a
clinic.
The 1967 we find him at the catechetical center in Bo, where he also was
listed as supervisor of schools for the diocese. Subsequently, he served as port
chaplain at Freetown, bookshop manager and district procurator.
In 1980 we find him listed as chancellor of the archdiocese and general
secretary of the Bishops Conference of Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Gambia, as
well as conference director of P.M.A.S.
Returning to Ireland, he was assigned to Rathmines in 1983 and two years
later to Kimmage as director of promotional endeavors.

From 1993 on he was

listed as residing in the White House retirement facility at Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

253
301

Fr. Patrick V. CURRAN 57 IRELAND TT SL USA
• January 29, 1926 Ring, Dungarvan, Waterford
+ January 6, 1984 Houma, LA
He completed his secondary education at Rockwell in 1945 and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1946 at Kilshane. After earning
a 8.A. in 1949, he prefected for three years in Trinidad. In his final year of theology
at Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1956, he taught for three years at the teachers
training college in Bo and then one year at the secondary school in Moyamba.
From 1960 on he was principal of the Government secondary school at Bonthe on
Sherbro Island.
Ill health obliged him to leave the tropics in 1973. Going to the U.S.A., he
served at St. Joseph's parish in Chauvin, LA. He became so beloved there that
when he began ailing, priests, Sisters and parishioners did not want him to leave,
but cared for him in the rectory almost till the end. They kept vigil at his side during
the night. He died in a nearby hospital.
A warm-hearted man of gentle disposition, he impressed people by his
closeness to God.
IBN January 6; CSSp Newsletter Ireland, February 1984
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Fr. Peter R. NEWMAN 65 IRELAND SL IRL AUS
• October 8, 1927 Kenagh, Longford

+ August 14, 1993 Dublin

After completing his secondary studies he entered the Congregation at
Kilshane, where he was professed on September 8, 1947. He acquired a B.A.,
Honors, in 1950 and then prefected for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1956, he was introduced to his ministry as
assistant at Christ the King station in Yengema.

Opened in 1952, it was a

promising young parish with twenty-five primary schools, attended by over 1,900
pupils, taught by 48 teachers.

He became its pastor and by the time he was
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transferred in 1966, ten years after his arrival, the parish counted over 1,500
Catholics and more than 4,000 catechumens.

This came about despite the

opposition of hostile elements.
After three years of similar work at Koidu, also in the present Diocese of
Kenema, he was posted to St. Paul's cathedral parish in 1971 in Kenema. Once
again he gave his very best to his apostolic ministry there for eleven years.
Meanwhile he had also been named district superior of the Spiritans working
in the country in 1976. A more considerate superior would be hard to find; so it was
no surprise that in 1979 he was re-elected for another three years.
In 1982 he was named director of the Spiritan West Africa Foundation, but
gave up this position the following year and returned to Ireland after more than a
quarter of a century of service in West Africa to devote his energies as mission
expert in the provincial council.
In 1989 he received a two year assignment to the Australian group of
Spiritans.

,'

Once again his pastoral care and counselling skills met with great

appreciation. On his return to Ireland in 1991, he became superior of the Kimmage
community. Suffering from cancer, he was hospitalized in Dublin two years later.

I

He died there suddenly shortly after being admitted.
CSSp Newsletter Ireland October 1993
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Fr. Augustine G. GRIFFIN IRELAND SL USA IRL
* August 27, 1921 Limerick
He had been a novice of the Congregation in 1939, but illness had forced him
to leave. After doing office work for nine years, he returned in 1949 and made his
vows on September 8, 1950 at Kilshane. He earned an advanced commerce
bookkeeping certificate in 1951 and in his final year of theology at Kimmage was
ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
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The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where we find him
stationed at Freetown's Sacred Heart Cathedral as an assistant and mentioned as
manager of the Catholic bookshop.
Ailing he returned to Ireland in 1965. Going to the U.S.A., he joined the Irish
Spiritans of Long Island, NY doing parish ministry and promotional work. In 1974
he went back to Ireland and served for six years as editor of the Missionary Annals,
later renamed Outlook. In the late 1980s we find him at Kimmage in the retirement
community and in 1996 at Ardbraccan.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James J. OWENS IRELAND SL
* March 29, 1926 Clontarf, Dublin
He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell in 1946 and made his
vows on September 8, 1947 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1950, he
prefected for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he
was ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone, where he was introduced to his
ministry at Njala Komboya. From 1958 on his main duties took him to education,
first as a teacher at Christ the King College in Bo and then from 1960 on at St.
Edward's secondary school in Freetown.
In 1962 he became the founder and principal of the new Holy Spirit secondary
school opened at Segbwema, hitherto an outstation of Pendembu in the present
Diocese of Kenema. Two years later he was named educational secretary of the
Freetown diocese and went to reside in Freetown in the cathedral parish.
In 1970 he returned to Bo as principal of the Catholic Teachers College. This
town became his permanent abode, although his assignment varied somewhat in
the course of the years. In 1980 he was listed as vice-principal and chaplain of the
college; in 1988 as a teacher; in 1990 as pastor of St. Pius parish; and in 1993 as
teacher and pastor.
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Having spent four decades serving Sierra Leone, he was still listed there in
1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Richard J. O'DWYER IRELAND SL LIB IRL
* March 8, 1929 Dublin
He entered the Congregation after finishing his secondary schooling at
Kilshane, where he made his vowed commitment on September 8, 1947. Having
earned a B.Sc. in 1950, he prefected for one year at Blackrock and earned a B.A.,
Honors, in 1953. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July
15, 1956 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone the following year, he taught at St. Edward's
secondary school in Freetown, while also acting as chaplain. In 1965 he was
posted to Christ the King College in Bo, where he engaged in teaching and acted
as dean of its boarders. After doing pastoral ministry at St. Francis parish in Bo for
two years, he was named religious superior of the Spiritans serving in Sierra
Leone in 1970, a function he retained for three consecutive terms of three years.
In 1980 we find him listed at Njala as principal of the University secondary
school and of the junior seminary there, but he appears to have switched to
Moyamba's St. Columba parish soon after. In 1982 when the junior seminary had
moved to Bo, he devoted himself to the formation of its students. He is also listed
as having served in Liberia in the 1980s, but the records do not give any details.
Returning to Ireland after three decades of service in Sierra Leone, he
became superior of the Ardbraccan community in 1988.
residing there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

He was still listed as
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Fr. Timothy J. O'CONNOR 33 IRELAND SL
* August 30, 1929 lnchologue, Bodyke, Clare

+ December 20, 1962 Sulima SL

A Rockwell graduate, 1942-47, he made his vows on September 8, 1948 at
Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1951 and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1952,
he prefected for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he
was ordained on July 14, 1957 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone the following year, he arrived there in March 1959.
He served there at St. Paul's secondary school in Pujehun as a teacher and dean
of the boarders and quickly earned the respect of staff and students for his
competence, conscientious performance and friendly but firm way of acting toward
the students outside the classes.
A boating accident off the coast near Sulima resulted in his death less than
four years after his arrival.
IBN December 20
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Fr. Murtach Anthony GEOGHEGAN IRELAND GMB NGA IRL
* November 15, 1930 Dublin
Usually called Anthony, he did his secondary studies at Rathmines until 1948
and made his vows on September 8, 1949 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A.,
Honors, in 1952, he prefected at Blackrock and Rathmines for two years, while also
earning a Higher Diploma in Education, Honors, in 1954. In his last year of
theology at the Gregorian University in Rome he earned a S.T.L. in 1958.
Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on July 7, 1957. Later he would earn
a S.T.D. at the Angelicum in Rome (1972).
Assigned to Gambia, he arrived there early in 1959 and was posted to Banjul
as assistant at the cathedral, sharing in parochial ministry.
In 1962 he was transferred to Nigeria. He taught there at Umuahia's teachers
training college for two years before becoming a staff member of Bigard Memorial
(Senior) Seminary at Enugu.
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expulsion from the country in
The end of the Biafran War in 1970 led to his
in 1972 joined the teaching staff
1970. He went to Rome for additional studies and
a three year period of service as
of Kimmage, becoming its rector in 1975. After
teaching at Kimmage in 1986
provincial councillor and secretary, he resumed his
and missionary formation.
and became director of its institute for theological
He was still listed at Kimmage in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 540
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Fr. Ciaran V. SHANLEY IRELAND SL IRL USA
* March 4, 1931 Dublin
vows on September 8, 1950 at
A Blackrock graduate, 1943-49, he made his
were interrupted by two years
Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
on July 14, 1957 in Dublin.
of prefecting at his Alma Mater. He was ordained
went there in March 1959 and
Being assigned to Sierra Leone in 1958, he
Freetown and Bo diocese. In 1964
was introduced to the country at Gerihun in the
Diocese of Kenema, until in 1967 he was
he transferred to Pendembu, now in the
stationed in Kailahun in the same diocese.
returned to Ireland for five years
After a one year stay in the U.S.A. in 1970, he
the Irish Spiritans engaged in parish
of ministry in the country. In 1985 he joined
still listed there in 1993.
ministry and chaplaincies in California. He was
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas A. TARMEY IRELAND GMB IRL
* July 10, 1923 Williamstown, Galway
his vows on September 8, 1949 at
A Blackrock graduate, 1943-48, he made
1952, he prefected for two years at his
Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in
Kimmage he was ordained on July 14,
Alma Mater. In his final year of theology at
1957 in Dublin.
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Assigned to Gambia in 1958, he arrived there in February of the following
year.

After doing parish ministry for one year, he taught at St. Augustine's

secondary school in Banjul for fourteen years.
Thereafter he performed another three years of parish ministry and
administrative duties in the Banjul diocese.
In 1978 he returned to Ireland.

He taught there at Templeogue for twelve

years before taking up parish work in 1990 at Andersontown in Belfast. He was still
engaged in this ministry in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John I. LITTLE 49 IRELAND GMB IRL
* February 3, 1931 Johnstown, Killkenny

+ May 13, 1980 Dublin

A brother of Fr. Anthony, C.S.Sp., and a cousin of Fr. Anthony Hampson,
C.S.Sp., he graduated from Blackrock, 1944-48, and made his vows on November
12, 1950 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A., first class Honors, in 1953 and was
awarded the Pierce Malone scholarship. He then earned a Higher Diploma in
Education while prefecting at Blackrock in 1954. Sent to Rome, he earned a S.T.L.
at the Gregorian University in 1959. Meanwhile he had also been ordained there
on June 29, 1958.
Sent to Gambia, he was posted to St. Augustine's secondary school in Banjul,
where he proved to be an excellent teacher, who knew how to stimulate his
students to do their very best. Aside from teaching, he also trained them in athletics
and produced school plays and concerts.

For Gambia's independence

celebrations in 1965 he staged a special performance of the classical Greek play

Antigone. On week-ends he did pastoral work at Brikama. He also served as
seamen's chaplain in Banjul's busy port.
Returning to Ireland in 1969, he taught for one year in England before being
assigned to Rathmines as a teacher and from 1972 on as dean of its junior
students. He also served as editor of its annual from 1975 on. In his spare time he
fostered the Legion of Mary and retreats to non-Catholics.
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In late 1979 he began ailing and some time after was diagnosed as having
cancer. He died of it half a year later.
Newsletter CSSp, Ireland June 1980; IBN May 13
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Fr. Bernard A FLYNN IRELAND TT SL IRL
* December 19, 1929 Ballinatown, Athlone
He attended Blackrock, 1944-49, before making his vows on September 8,
1950 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by
three years of prefecting at Fatima College in Trinidad. In his final year of theology
he was ordained on July 13, 1958 in Dublin.
Destined for Sierra Leone in 1959, he arrived there in February of the
following year and was posted to Pendembu as an assistant, helping to supervise
its primary schools in its twelve outstations and ministering to its congregation of
some 1,500 Catholics and catechumens. In 1965 he was transferred to Yengema,
assisting its pastor in the care for a somewhat larger congregation.
Returning to Ireland in 1968 he engaged in promotion work at Kimmage until
in 1977 he became bursar of its seminary.

Two years later, he resumed

promotional duties until in 1983 he took up pastoral duties in various locations in
Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. REEDY IRELAND SL IRL
* July 27, 1931 Birr, Offaly
After completing his secondary schooling, he entered the Congregation at
Kilshane, where he made his vowed commitment on September 8, 1951. He
earned a B.A., Honors, in 1953 and then prefected for two years at Rathmines. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 13, 1958 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he arrived in
February 1960. After four years of teaching at Christ the King secondary college in
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Bo and doing ministry at Gerihun, he was posted to Pujehun to teach at its
secondary school. In 1973 he went into parish ministry at St. Francis Xavier in Bo
and four years later took over the service of its outstation at Mano. The mission had
then some 1,700 Catholics and catechumens and operated a dozen primary
schools in the area.
In 1981 he returned to Ireland and after a sabbatical for studies in pastoral
theology, he took up teaching at Rathmines.

By 1993 we find him listed as

engaged in parish ministry in Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Brendan McMAHON 49 IRELAND SL IT
* October 28, 1931 Limerick

+ February 1, 1981 Rome

After completing his secondary schooling his hometown, he made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1950. He earned a B.A. in
1953, prefected for two years at Blackrock and then earned a B.A. in philosophy,
Honors, in 1957. Sent to the University of Fribourg in Switzerland for theology, he
obtained a S.T.L. cum Jaude, in 1961. Meanwhile he had also been ordained there
on July 17, 1960.
In 1961 he went to Sierra Leone. After teaching at Christ the King College in
Bo until 1965, he taught for five years at St. Edward's secondary school in
Freetown. From 1970 on he served as principal at Holy Trinity secondary school in
Kenema.

He developed it into a first class school. When the new Diocese of

Kenema came into existence in the same year, the bishop named him his
procurator and chancellor in 1971.
In 1978 his life took a new turn when he was appointed to the general
administration of the Congregation in Rome. After one year of studies in Paris, he
became secretary general in 1980, a function he fulfilled with his usual dedication
and generosity. His sudden death the following year was wholly unexpected.
IBN February 1
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Fr. Seamus P. FLEMING IRELAND GMB IRL
* June 28, 1932 Athey, Meath
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1949-52, before making
his vows on September 8, 1953 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by prefecting at Blackrock, 1955-57. In his final year of
theology he was ordained on July 10, 1960 in Dublin. In the mid 1970s he would
round out his education by acquiring several special diplomas in education.
Assigned to Gambia in 1961, he engaged for a dozen years in evangelization
and pastoral work. We find him mentioned specifically at St. George's mission in
Basse from 1966 on.
Returning to Ireland in 1973, he taught at Blackrock until 1983 and then at
Ardbraccan till 1989 when he assumed pastoral ministry in various locations.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

315

Fr. Thomas Raymond BARRY IRELAND SL LIB IT
* December 29, 1932 Drumshambo, Leitrin
He entered the Congregation in 1950 and made his vows on September 8,
1951 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. , Honors, in 1954, he prefected at Blackrock
for two years and was then sent to the University of Fribourg in Switzerland for
theology. He earned his S.T.L., summa cum laude in 1960. Meanwhile he also
had been ordained there on July 19, 1959.
In 1960 he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he arrived early in January
of the following year. After teaching at St. Edward's secondary school, he was
posted in 1962 to St. Paul's secondary school in Pujehun as its vice headmaster
and two years later he became headmaster of Christ the King secondary school in
Yengema. He retained this position for ten years.
After a sabbatical leave in 197 4, which he used to study in Paris, he returned
to Sierra Leone and became director of the National Pastoral and Social
Development Center in Kenema. He also appears to have served in Liberia for
some time, but the records do not indicate when and where. From 1989 on we find
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him listed as rector of St. Kizito's Seminary and pre-novitiate of the Spiritan West
African Foundation in Kenema.
In 1994 he was called to the Congregation's generalate in Rome to serve as
its information officer.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas F. RAFTERY IRELAND SL GHA
* May 20, 1933 Ballinakill, Leix
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1951. After earning a B.A. in 1954, he prefected for two years at the
Willow Park division of Blackrock College while also earning a Higher Diploma in
Education in 1956. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on
July 12, 1959 in Dublin. Later he would also earn a M.A. in theology (1975) and a
M.A. in pastoral studies (1988) in the U.S.A.
Following his assignment to Sierra Leone in 1960, he arrived there early in
1961. We find him listed as teaching at Christ the King College in Bo till 1966, at
Kenema's secondary school till 1968 and at St. Paul's secondary school in
Pujehun, of which he also became principal until 1973. From 1976 till 1987 he
served as chaplain and lecturer at Milton Margai Teachers College in Freetown.
During that time he also functioned as president of the United Christian Council's
consultative committee for Sierra Leone.
After two years of special studies in Chicago, he was assigned to the Spiritan
West African Foundation and posted to Ghana in 1989. We find him listed there as
spiritual director of its Institute of Philosophy at Ejisu in 1993. He was still serving
there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter Vincent COMER IRELAND GMB USA
* July 3, 1933 Ballina, Mayo
After completing his secondary schooling he entered the Congregation at
Kilshane, where he was professed on September 8, 1951. He earned a B.Sc. in
1954 and a B.A., Honors, in 1956. He prefected for one year at Blackrock and in
his final year of theology at Kimmage was ordained on July 10, 1960 in Dublin.
Later he would also earn a Higher Diploma in Education (1974).
Assigned to Gambia in 1961, he taught for eleven years at St. Augustine's
secondary school in Banjul and pioneered the Total Abstinence Association. He
then did pastoral work and studies for one year in California, before returning to
Gambia to teach at St. Peter's High School and at the Agricultural and Technical
College at Lamin in 1975.
Subsequently, he became the right hand of the bishop, holding the positions
of national chaplain of St. Vincent de Paul Society, vicar general, education
secretary and procurator of the diocese from around 1975. He was still functioning
as such in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. Thomas P. CROMIEN IRELAND SL CAN
* June 21, 1932 Dublin
Having finished his secondary education, he made his novitiate at Kilshane,
where he was professed on September 8, 1951. He earned a B.A. in economics in
1954 and a second B.A. in 1956, both Honors, in addition to passing the stage two
examination of the British Federation of Master Printers in 1956. He then prefected
for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimm age he was ordained
on July 16, 1961 in Dublin.
In 1962 he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he worked for eleven years.
We find him listed at Sumbuya as principal of its secondary school from 1966 on.
In 1974 he went on sabbatical to Toronto, Canada and then joined the TransCanada Spiritan Province. He left the Congregation a few years later.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Hubert P. FAGAN IRELAND GMB IRL AUS
* June 23, 1933 Dublin
After attending Rockwell, 1947-51, he made his vows on September 8, 1952
at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by three
years of prefecting at Rockwell. He earned a B.A. in 1959 and in his final year of
theology was ordained on July 16, 1961 in Dublin.
The following year he went to Gambia, where he engaged in pastoral ministry,
notably at Our Lady of the Assumption cathedral parish, of which he was listed as
administrator in 1968. In 1971 he undertook a survey of the country to determine
the most appropriate places for first evangelization.
After a few more years of pastoral work he returned to Ireland in 1974 and for
three years engaged in fostering vocations.

He then was posted to Australia,

where he served as pastor in a parish entrusted to the Spiritans in the Melbourne
archdiocese for three years.
In 1980 he returned to Gambia and did two years of first evangelizaton at
Basse, followed by pastoral work at Star of the Sea parish in Bakau. This place,
near Banjul, was also the residence of the district superior and in 1991 he
succeeded Fr. Robert Ellison in that function for three years.
When his term was up, he returned to Ireland in 1994 to take up pastoral
ministry in his homeland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John J. McDONAGH IRELAND GMB IRL GB
* June 5, 1934 Glenamaddy, Galway
A brother of the Spiritan Fr. Martin, he attended Blackrock, 1948-53, before
making his vows on September 8, 1954 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A. in 1957. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 8, 1962 in Dublin.
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The following year he was assigned to Gambia, where he worked for fourteen
years.

We find him mentioned specifically at St. Edward's parish in Bwiam in

1968.
In 1977 he returned to Ireland and was posted to Kilshane as assistant novice
master and bursar and two years later as local superior of that community. After
serving for about two years as bursar in Ardbraccan, he took up parish ministry in
England in 1985. He was still listed as engaged in this kind of work in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Gerald P. LEECH IRELAND SL USA
* November 4, 1936 Drogheda, Meath
Professed on September 8, 1955 at Kilshane, he was ordained in 1962 and
assigned to Sierra Leone in 1963. We find him listed there at St. Paul's mission in
Kenema. Illness obliged him to leave in 1969.
After recuperating in Ireland, he went to the U.S.A. and took up parish work in
California in January 1971. In 1980 he became provincial delegate for the Irish
Spiritans working in that state, while being stationed at San Mateo.

Later he

moved to San Jose as chaplain to the Alexian Brothers Hospital, where he was still
listed as such in 1993.
Arch. CSSp USA
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Fr. Liam M. O'SULLIVAN IRELAND TZA SL IRL
* June 22, 1922 Limerick
Having finished his secondary schooling in his hometown, he entered the
Congregation in 1940 at the novitiate in Kilshane. From here he went to Kimmage
later in the same year to study philosophy and to earn a M.Sc., in mathematics, first
class Honors, in 1944 at the University. Having made his vows on October 1945,
he was sent to the University of Fribourg, where he earned a S.T.L. magna cum
/aude in 1950. Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on July 24, 1949.

267
Assigned to teach mathematics at St. Francis College in Pugu, near Dar-esSalaam, in Tanzania, he lectured there for twelve years.
After spending one year in postgraduate studies at the University of Oxford, he
was posted to Sierra Leone in 1963 as lecturer in mathematics at the Fourah Bay
College of the University of Sierra Leone. At the same time he also functioned as
its chaplain. He remained there for more than twenty years.
Returning to Ireland in 1986, he became chaplain to the College of Surgeons
in Dublin, while residing in Kimmage.

He was still listed as such in the latest

directory.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SEAM 592
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Fr. Austin P. HEALY IRELAND SL
• September 1, 1933 Dublin
After attending Rathmines, 1941-51, he made his commitment to the
Congregation on September 8, 1952 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A., Honors, in
1955 before prefecting for two years at Blackrock, earned a Higher diploma in
Education in 1957 and in his final year of theology at Kimmage was ordained on
July 8, 1962 in Dublin.
Going to Gambia the following year, he was introduced to the country at St.
Francis Xavier parish in Bo and posted to Yengema for half a year to substitute for
a priest on leave.
Next, we find him in 1964 at Segbwema, an outstation of Pendembu, teaching
at Holy Spirit Secondary School. He remained there until 1972, except for a four
month interruption at Pujehun in 1965, and became its principal.
After a sabbatical in 1973 he became principal of the secondary school in
Sewafo, near Yengema and remained there till 1982. The following year he was
named principal of Holy Trinity Secondary School in Kenema.
In 1988 he was listed as pastor of St. John's parish at Kailahun in the Kenema
diocese. Returning to Freetown and Bo around 1991, he assumed the pastorate of
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St. Martin's parish in Freetown. By 1996 he had given more than three decades of
service to the people of Sierra Leone.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James F. DALY IRELAND SL USA
* December 14, 1936 Kilrush, Clare
He entered the Congregation after finishing his secondary schooling in his
hometown and made his vows on September 8, 1956 at Kilshane. After earning a
B.A in 1959, he prefected for one year at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 14, 1963 in Dublin. Later he would also earn a
M.A. in Education (1979).
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1964, he taught at Catholic Teachers College in
Bo until 1969 when he was posted to Yengema to manage its secondary school
and minister in its parish.
In 1972 he went to the U.S.A. as fundraiser for the Kenema diocese, while
being attached to the Long Island Irish Spiritan group. In 1985 he was placed in
charge of this group as provincial delegate. When his term was over, he took up
parish ministry and as of 1996 was still engaged in this ministry.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Desmond J. O'FARRELL 59 IRELAND SL USA IRL
* September 2, 1936 Shanballymore, Cork
+ November 4, 1995 Kimm age
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane in 1955 and made his vows there on
September 8 of the following year. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1959, he
prefected for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 14, 1963 in Dublin. Later he would also earn a Master's degree
in counseling (1975).
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Sent to Sierra Leone in June of the following year, he was posted to Bo,
where he received his introduction to the country. He then went to Moyamba to
teach at its secondary school.
In 1970 he returned to Ireland and was stationed at Rockwell until in 1972 he
went to California in the U.S.A. He engaged in pastoral ministry there, mostly in
chaplaincies, such as at the Juvenile Probation Department in Los Gatos and
hospital service. In 1987 he became the delegate superior of the Irish Spiritans
working in California. He was still listed as such in 1993.
He died two years later in the Marian House in Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John P. COOPER IRELAND SL IRL USA
* March 3, 1935 Cork
He had finished his secondary education when in 1952 he entered the
Kilshane novitiate where he was professed on September 8 of the following year.
After earning a B.A. in 1954 he prefected for two years at Blackrock. Sent to
Switzerland to study theology at the University of Fribourg, he earned a S.T.L. in
1964. Meanwhile he had been ordained on July 6, 1963 in Dublin.
In 1964 he was assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him listed as teaching at
the Government secondary school in Bonthe.
Returning to Ireland in 1970, he took up teaching at Templeogue College until
1976. Going to the U.S.A., he did pastoral ministry in the New York area and from
1979 on in California. He was still doing this in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Joseph J. BEERE IRELAND SL IRL
* October 21, 1939 Clonkeen, Portlaoise
He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1955-57, before making
his commitment to the Congregation on September 14, 1958 at Kilshane. In the
final year of his senior seminary studies at Kimmage he was ordained on
December 2, 1963 in Dublin.
Assigned to Sierra Leone the following year, he began his ministry at
Pendembu and then was posted to Serabu's Sacred Heart parish as assistant.
This growing parish had then some 1,500 Catholics and 1,300 catechumens and
operated a dozen primary schools, as well as a hospital staffed by the Rosary
Sisters.
In 1968 he was back in Ireland, teaching at Rathmines for two years. He then
returned to Sierra Leone for four years of pastoral ministry at Freetown in the
parishes of St. Martin and St. Anthony. In 1974 we find him listed as army chaplain
in Freetown.
Going back to Ireland he was attached to Kimmage in 1976. By 1980 he was
again in Sierra Leone and listed as administrator of the Sacred Heart Cathedral.
Later in the same decade he was stationed in Kimmage and then at Templeogue,
where he was still serving in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Francis OKONKWO NIGERIA SL NGA
* October 30, 1933 llu, Archd. of Onitsha
After making his vows on February 11, 1960 at Awomamma he did his senior
seminary studies there and in lsienu, where he was ordained on June 6, 1965.
When in the same year the nascent Spiritan Province of Nigeria accepted its
first foreign mission he was one of the two Fathers chosen for the task. Going to
Sierra Leone late in the same year, he served as assistant at Gerihun's Our Lady of
Victories parish.
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After his return to Nigeria he did pastoral ministry in his homeland and from
1988 on functioned as retreat master at Akabo, the Spiritan house for postulants.
SNM 588
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Fr. John M. SHARPE IRELAND GMB
* May 27, 1937 Tipperary Town
Educated by the Christian Brothers in his hometown, he made his commitment
to the Congregation on September 8, 1956 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in
1959, he prefected for two years at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 5, 1964 in Dublin.
Assigned to Gambia in 1965 he was posted as assistant to St. Theresa parish
in Kanifing, a mission that also encompassed the outstations at Cape St. Mary and
Lamin with a combined congregation of some 1,800 Catholics and catechumens.
In 1974 he was transferred to St. Francis of Assisi, Kunkujang, as its pastor. It
was a new mission, opened in 1972.
Subsequent records show that he continued serving there.

In 1993 there

were over 1,000 Catholics and catechumens in his parish. A special feature of his
ministry was the project for Christian families which he undertook around 197 4 and
kept going ever since. He was still serving at Kunkujang in 1996 after more than
three decades of faithful service to the country.
Questionnaire
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Fr. John P. FLAVIN IRELAND SL IRL IT
* March 8, 1937 Cork
After finishing his secondary schooling at Rathmines, he made his vows on
September 8, 1956 at Kilshane. He then earned a B. A. Honors, in 1959 and
prefected for two years at his Alma Mater. In his final year of theology at Kimmage
he was ordained on July 5, 1964 in Dublin. Later he would also earn a Higher
Diploma in Education (1972).
Going to Sierra Leone in 1965, he taught at the secondary school in Yengema
until 1970 when he was transferred to Bonthe to teach at the Government
secondary school for one year.
Returning to Ireland in 1971, he taught at Templeogue for sixteen years, after
which he served as general secretary of the Congregation in Rome for a three year
term (1987-90).
Thereafter he joined the staff of Rathmines, where he was still listed in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Denis ONONUJU NIGERIA SL NGA
* October 15, 1930 Umuoki, Archd. of Onitsha
He made his vowed commitment to the Congregation on February 11, 1960 at
Awomamma and did his senior seminary studies there and at lsienu. In his final
year of theology he was ordained on June 6, 1965 in lsienu.
Later in the same year he received his assignment to Sierra Leone. We find
him listed there in 1968 at Our Lady of the Rosary parish in Slama as assistant.
Soon after, he went to Rome for additional studies and then returned to
Nigeria, where he engaged in pastoral ministry in the Owerri diocese.
SNM 597
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Fr. John G. HOGAN IRELAND GMB GHA
* August 31, 1936 Newmarket-on-Fergus, Clare
Educated by the Christian Brothers, he entered the Congregation at Kilshane,
where he made his commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1956. He
earned a B.Sc. in 1960 after prefecting for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on July 4, 1965.
Posted to Gambia the following year, he taught until 1972 at St. Augustine's
High School in Banjul and then joined the staff of Our Lady of the Assumption
Cathedral parish in Banjul. In 1979 he became district superior of all Spiritans in
Gambia until 1982, while also being executive director of West African Major
Religious Superiors Conference. As such, he participated in a meeting of thirteen
Spiritan superiors in Dakar to discuss the feasibility of starting a West African
Foundation as the first step toward a new province. Their recommendation to the
generalate was positive and in August 1980 its novitiate was opened at Bwiam,
Gambia, with six novices.
In February 1983 he was named director of the West African Foundation for
three years and this mandate was renewed for another three years in 1986. By
1988 the new foundation had four priests, one Brother and 27 senior seminarians.
In 1989 his title was changed to superior of the budding new province-in-themaking, a position he retained for two three year terms.

The center of the

foundation was transferred to Ghana, where buildings at Ejisu housed the novitiate
and the Spiritan school of philosophy. At the same time he was also pastor of
Corpus Christi parish in New Tafo, Kumasi until 1993.
In February 1995 the West African Foundation held its first chapter, over which
Fr. John Hogan presided.

By then the province-in-the-making counted twenty-

three priests and seventy-one professed members.

Almost unanimously the

chapter elected Fr. John Kwofie its first African-born superior.
After his sabbatical Fr. Hogan expects to return to Ghana in 1996 for the
WAF's pastoral project at Bolgatanga.
Questionnaire; CSSp Newsletter, Generalate, passim
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Fr. Dominic COFFEY 51 IRELAND SL IRL
* August 4, 1937 Cappoquin, Waterford

+ December 25, 1988 Ardbraccan

Having completed his secondary studies, he entered the Kilshane novitiate in
1950 and was professed there on September 8, 1956. He earned a B.Sc. in 1959,
prefected for one year at Rockwell and did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage.
On July 4, 1965 he was ordained there. Later he would supplement his education
by also earning a Higher Diploma in Education (1972).
In 1966 he assigned to Sierra Leone.

He taught there for one year at Bo's

Primary School Teachers Training College, while also studying the local language
and being orientated about the country and ministry in it. He then did five years of
teaching at the secondary school in Sumbuya, while also managing its primary
schools and, of course, engaging in pastoral ministry. In 1973 he was posted to
Freetown to lecture at Milton Margai Secondary School Teachers Training College.
His life took a new tum when in 1975 he exchanged classrooms for pastoral
work in parishes and getting involved in Basic Christian Communities and
leadership training at Njala Kombuya. This place is situated in very difficult terrain,
consisting mostly of rocky and hilly land, bereft of roads.

He would go trekking

around for two or three weeks at a time, sharing the people's life and sleeping in
their homes.

It was a novelty and therefore also criticized by some, but it bore fruit

and the system is still in use even now. During those years he also worked at the
Catechetical Center in Kenema, helping to develop catechetical renewal programs.
By 1979 we find him at Gerihun, once more engaged in fostering Basic
Christian Communities and local lay leadership. Returning to Ireland in 1983, he
was stationed at Ardbraccan, where he turned his attention to matters of Justice
and Peace.

He did so especially by direct person to person counselling and

spiritual guidance, helping others to develop a greater concern for issues of social
justice in their environment.
People close to him appreciated his constant dependability and his great
sense of humor with respect to the everyday little problems of life. Being a very
private person, he never spoke about his own problems and this may be the
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reason why his state of health remained a secret. Thus it was a shock when he
unexpectedly and suddenly died on Christmas Day 1988.
IBN December 25; Newsletter CSSp. Dublin May 1989

334

Fr. Joseph Roderick CURRAN IRELAND SL IRL
* July 17, 1937 Cork
Usually referred to as Roderick, he entered the Congregation after finishing
his secondary schooling and was professed on September 8, 1955 at Kilshane.
He earned a B.Sc. in 1958 and then prefected for two years at Rockwell. After
spending one year at the University of Fribourg, he switched in 1963 to Rome to
continue his theology at the Angelicum and at the Gregorian University, earning a
S.T.L. in 1966. Meanwhile he had been ordained on July 4, 1965 at Kimmage.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in the same year, he taught and administered its
schools at Bo, where he was listed as principal of Christ the King College in 1972.
The following year, however, he went to Pujehun for two years of school duties at
its secondary school. In 1976 he assumed a similar position at .Bonthe to end up
again at Bo's schools in 1978.
From 1979 till 1984 he was back in Irel and as director of the house of theology
at Kimmage. Returning to Sierra Leone in 1985, he was named principal superior
of all Spiritans working in the country for two consecutive three year terms in 1988.
After their expiration in 1994 he continued to serve in Sierra Leone.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. LIDDANE IRELAND NGA SL IRL
* November 26, 1918 Doonaha East, Kilkee, Clare
He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1934-38, and made his
vows on September 8, 1939 at Kilshane. After earning a M.Sc. in 1943, he
prefected for two years at Rockwell. Sent to the University of Fribourg in 1946, he
acquired a S. T. L., magna cum laude, in 1950. Meanwhile he had also been
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ordained there on July 24, 1949. Later he would supplement his education by
earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1956 and a Ph.D. in 1965.
Going to Nigeria in 1950, he taught there for five years at Holy Spirit College
in Owerri and then served from 1956 till 1963 as principal of Stella Maris College at
Port Harcourt.
In 1965 he was transferred to Sierra Leone. After teaching for one year at
Christ the King secondary school in Bo, he became lecturer in chemistry at Njala
University College, while also being its chaplain.

He retained this position until

1979.
Returning to Ireland, he taught at Rathmines until 1984, when he was able to
go back to Sierra Leone for another two years. Thereafter he said farewell to the
classroom and engaged in pastoral ministry in his home country. He was still listed
as serving in this way in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 268
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Fr. Liam M. MARTIN IRELAND SL IRL GB
* August 17, 1938 Swanford, Claramorris, Mayo
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Francis, he received his secondary schooling at
Blackrock, and made his vows on September 28, 1958 at Kilshane. He earned a
B.A. in 1961 before prefecting for two years at Blackrock. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1966 in Dublin. Later he would
also earn a Higher Diploma in Education (1974).
In 1967 he received his assignment to Sierra Leone and was posted to
Catholic teachers training college in Bo. Five years later we find him at Moyamba
as dean of the boarders at its Holy Trinity secondary school.
Returning to Ireland in 1973, he resided at Rathmines for one year while
pursuing studies and then took up promotional activities in his home province.
From 1986 on he engaged in pastoral duties, first as hospital chaplain and then in
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a parish in England.

His latest listing puts him back in Kimmage as director of

fundraising.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter QUEALL Y IRELAND SL IRL
* May 1, 1939 Meelmane, Courtmacsherry, Cork
After attending Rockwell, 1953-58, he made his vows on September 8, 1959
at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two
years of prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year of theology he was ordained on
July 3, 1966 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where we find him doing
pastoral and missionary work at Serabu and Pendembu. In 1972 he was at St.
Theresa's at Mano, an outstation of Bo. In 1980 he was listed again at Serabu's
Sacred Heart parish as pastor to its 2,400 Catholics and catechumens. No less
than 38 outstations were attached to this parish, in which two congregations of
Sisters provided medical care and operated a secondary school for girls. He also
served for some time as first assistant to the principal superior of the Spiritans
working in Sierra Leone.
Returning to Ireland in 1994, he took up residence at Kimmage while
engaging in promotional activities and raising mission awareness in the country.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael A. CASEY IRELAND GMB
* June 27, 1939 Bryanstown, Mullinjar, Meath
He attended Rockwell, 1952-57, before making his vows on September 8,
1958 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1961, he prefected at Rockwell and
Blackrock and then continued his senior seminary studies at Kimmage. On July 3,
1966 he was ordained in Dublin.
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The following year he went to Gambia, where he received his orientation at St.
Edward's parish in Bwiam. In 1969 he took up first evangelization at Fullabangtan,
near Georgetown. Four years later he took up similar ministry at Basse.
Fullabangtan was then a station with only about 100 Catholics and
catechumens, but its two outstations at Kuntaur and Sambang counted respectively
about 230 and 36 Catholics and catechumens in a total population of some 30,000.
There were then three primary schools, in the extreme East up river area of
Gambia, operated by the mission. Basse, on the other hand, counted nearly 470
faithful and catechumens in its population of over 40,000.

Two Fathers were

usually stationed there, as well as two Sisters of Cluny, and the mission had four
primary schools attended by some 370 pupils.
In 1975 he was posted to St. Theresa's parish in Kanifing, a parish of over
1,800 Catholics and catechumens. His work there came to a halt when in 1979 he
became seriously ill and had to be sent to London for treatment.
When he had recovered, he returned to Gambia in 1981 and took up parish
ministry in Banjul. From 1988 on we find him listed at Farafenni, a small parish of
about 500 Catholics and 100 catechumens.
In 1994 he was completing the building of a new church, convent and rectory
at Soma.

He was still working in Gambia in 1996 after nearly three decades of

labor.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter A KEARi NS IRELAND SL LIB IRL
* May 31, 1940 Lahardore,Ballina, Mayo
After attending Blackrock, he made his vows on September 8, 1959 at
Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year of
prefecting at his Alma Mater. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July
3, 1966 in Dublin.
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Going to Sierra Leone the following year, he was posted to St. Patrick's at
Bonthe doing pastoral work in that venerable (founded in 1893) station on Sherbro
Island, which at that time had some 1,900 Catholics and 1,300 catechumens. He
worked there for many years.
When in the late 1970s the Congregation extended its care once more to
Liberia, he was listed in 1980 as pastor of St. Mary's at Bushrod in the Vicariate of
Monrovia.
By 1982 he was back in Sierra Leone and named principal superior of the
Spiritans serving in that country for a three year term. It was extended for another
three years in 1985. At the end of his second term he returned to Ireland for some
updating studies. Thereafter he engaged in pastoral service in his home country.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

340

Fr. James J. DUGGAN 59 IRELAND NGA SL
* January 19, 1918 Roscrea, Tipperary

+ June 13, 1977 Serabu SL

He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1932-36, and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1937 at Kilshane. After earning
a B.A. in 1940, he prefected for two years at Blackrock. In his final year of theology
at Kimmage, he was ordained on July 13, 1947 in Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria in 1948, he taught at Holy Spirit teachers training college
in Owerri and later became supervisor of schools in that diocese.
Ill health caused his departure from Nigeria in 1967, but two years later he
returned to Africa, this time because of the Biafran War to Sierra Leone.

He

performed pastoral duties there at St. Francis in Bo until shortly before his death
eight years later.

He was known for his understanding of human nature and

showed it in his dealings with Africans and especially with respect to the
disadvantaged. His wry sense of humor acted as a tonic upon those who heard
him.
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His final months were marked by suffering, but he bore them patiently as a
man of profound faith, always realizing that, no matter what, the Good Lord was
thinking of him. Death came for him at the Catholic hospital in Serabu.
IBN June 13; SNM 243
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Br. Vincent (Liam) SHERIDAN IRELAND IRL NGA GMB
* May 26, 1940 Dublin
Holding diplomas in carpentry, cabinet making, pipe fitting and motorcar
mechanics and having a flair for electricity, he made his vows on March 17, 1950 at
Ardbraccan. He served for two years as prefect of aspirant Brothers in Kimmage
before going to Africa.
Assigned to Nigeria's Owerri diocese in 1965, he taught for three years at St.
Joseph's Technical School in Ahiara. Then, during the Biafran War, 1967-70, he
was transferred to Gambia to build a technical high school at Lamin and teach his
skills to young Africans.
Around 1978 he returned to Ireland. He worked there in the Dublin area and
in 1988 was named superior of the Spiritan community at Fatima Mansions in
Dublin. He was still listed as such in 1993 and continued to reside there when his
term of office ended.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 582
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Fr. T. Paschal KEARNEY IRELAND NGA SL GMB
• December 4, 1935 Clones, Monaghan
Having done his secondary schooling at Belfast, he entered the Congregation
at Kilshane, where he was professed on September 8, 1954. After earning a B.A.
in 1957 he prefected for two years at Rathmines. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 8, 1962 in Dublin.
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He then worked in the Enugu diocese, Nigeria, teaching first in Nsukka for one
year and then at Christ the King College at Abur, near Enugu, as chaplain while
also looking after the local parish.
In 1968, when the Biafran War was raging, he went to Sierra Leone to teach at
Holy Spirit College at Segbwana for one year.

He then returned to Nigeria and

was posted to Mberi in the Owerri diocese, doing pastoral work and relief work
among the numerous starving civilian lgbo people.
In 1971 we find him again in Sierra Leone, attached to Freetown's cathedral
parish, while also serving as diocesan procurator and from 1972 on at St.
Anthony's busy parish in nearby Brookfields.
From 1979 until 1991 he was in charge of a new St. James parish in Moriba
Town, Bonthe district. He was then seconded to Gambia, where we find him as
pastor of Resurrection parish at Brikama, south of Banjul from 1991 on, and active
also in justice and peace ministry.

In both Sierra Leone and Gambia he built

village churches and schools at various locations.
Arch. CSSp Dublin: SNM 558; Questionnaire
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Br. Benedict (James) STAPLETON IRELAND GMB IRL
* April 18, 1945 Dublin
He made his temporary vows on September 12, 1964 at Ardbraccan and then
received training in metal work and mechanics for three years.
In 1968 he was posted to Gambia, where he worked for two years. Returning
to Ireland in 1970, he left the Congregation at the expiration of his temporary vows
in 1973.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Philip J. (or Felim) McALLISTER 52 IRELAND SL
* September 16, 1941 Beaverstown, Donabate, Dublin

"-'

e1uii }U-1'11
+ March 12, 1994 .D.urllin

He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1957-59, and made his
vows on September 20, 1960 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year
of theology he was ordained on September 24, 1967 in Kimmage.
Assigned to Sierra Leone the following year, he was introduced to the country
at Serabu, doing pastoral work. After a one year stay at Damballa in 1970, he was
posted to Kailahun, St. John's mission, where he served for many years. St. John's
was a parish with six large primary schools, attended by some 1,500 pupils; it also
covered a large area in which there were some twenty-five outstations to be visited.
He threw himself heart and soul into his work, visiting even every remote corner of
his mission, whether on motor bike or on foot along bush paths. He built churches
and schools and gathered funds to build three bridges, so that the people might be
able to build a motorable road and have easier access to the outside world to sell
their produce and buy supplies.

And having secured the funds, he helped them

build the bridges.
By 1990 we find him listed in Panguma at St. Kizito's, a somewhat smaller
mission with only fifteen outstations to be visited. On the other hand, there were
over 4,000 little scholars in its thirteen primary schools.

Five

Sisters of the

Daughters of Charity and some expatriate lay missionaries took care of the
hospital, which he opened there, and looked after the local health programs.
Trouble began to afflict Panguma in 1991.

Civil War had broken out in Liberia

in 1989 and civilians and soldiers sought refuge in the South-Eastern Province of
Sierra Leone, where the Diocese of Kenema is located.

Like a contagious

disease, tribal warfare spread to hitherto peaceful tribes who were dissatisfied with
their situation. About a dozen Spiritans were working in the area and had their
hands full with organizing assistance to the many thousands of civilians who were
being uprooted.
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Panguma became a dangerous place and in March 1994 its hospital had to
close even its out-patient care.

It became necessary to evacuate and go

elsewhere. Fr. Felim organized a small unarmed convoy for the medical personnel
of three cars: one for himself in front, then a car with the two doctors and family,
and a third car for the Sisters. Marauding soldiers opened fire on the convoy and
the occupants of the first two cars were all, except one, killed. He was the first one
to suffer that fate. The Sisters managed to escape unharmed. The hospital, rectory
and convent were plundered.

When three Spiritans under an armed escort

reached Panguma four days after the murders, all they were able to do was bury
the three adults killed in the graveyard next to the church.

The little daughter of

one doctor had been burned and they only collected her ashes.
Peace has not yet returned to the area; on the contrary, the fighting spread
even wider but the Fathers continue to stay with the people as long as possible.
IBN March 12; Newsletter CSSp Ireland April 1994, February and November 1995
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Fr. Benjamin DARA'TUEGWO NIGERIA SL GMB NGA
* August 11, 1940 Amokpara, D. of Owerri
Professed on February 12, 1962 at Awomamma, he was ordained in his final
year of theology at lsienu on April 4, 1967 at Okpala.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone's Diocese of Freetown
and Bo. Details about his work are lacking, but in 1982 he moved to Gambia as
confessor in the first novitiate of the West African Foundation at Bwiam and pastor
\

of the parish in the same location.
After a few years of studies in England he went back to Nigeria, where we find
him doing pastoral ministry in the Diocese of Benin in 1988. In 1995 he became
pastor of a parish in the Ekiti diocese, Ondo State.
Arch. CSSp Nigeria; SNM 613
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Br. M. Declan (Joseph) CASHE IRELAND IRL NGA SL
* April 25, 1930 Templederry, Tipperary
Professed on November 12, 1951 at Kilshane, he did mostly farm work in his
home country until 1967.
In that year he was assigned to Eastern Nigeria, but a few months later,
probably because of the Biafran War, switched to Sierra Leone. He served there
mostly in construction work, first at Gerihun, then at Kenema, next at the new
station in Kailahun and finally at Segbema, which was also a new foundation.
In 1970 he returned to Ireland.

He left the Congregation in 1978.

Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John J. MEADE IRELAND SL USA IRL
* April 15, 1940 Milltown, Malbay, Clare
After receiving his secondary education at Blackrock, 1954-59, he made his
vows on September 8, 1960 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology
he was ordained on July 2, 1967 in Dublin.
The following year he received his assignment to Sierra Leone, where he was
posted to Pujehun as assistant.

Information is lacking about him until in 1980,

when we find him still or again in Pujehun as chaplain and member of the teaching
staff at Communication Education Center.
Returning to Ireland around 1982, he went to Rockwell.

After a brief try in

1985 with the Irish Spiritans working in Ethiopia, he arrived in the U.S.A., where he
taught from 1986 on at Salve Regina College in Newport, Rhode Island.
Around 1990 he was back in Ireland and stationed at Kimmage as a member
of the mission promotion team. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp. Dublin
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Fr. Patrick G. McGEEVER IRELAND SL PNG
* May 10, 1938 Brownstown, Curragh Camp, Kildare
He had completed his secondary schooling when he entered the novitiate at
Kilshane, where he made his vows on September 8, 1957. After earning a B.A. in
1962, he prefected for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 2, 1967 in Dublin. Later he would supplement
his knowledge by courses in Mende and general linguistics in England (1971 and
1977).
Flying to Sierra Leone in 1968, he was assigned to the area that later became
part of the Kenema diocese and posted to Koidu's Uganda Martyrs' mission as
assistant. In 1971 he took up pastoral care at St. Mary's in Pendembu and the
following year at Christ the King mission in Yengema.
In 1976 we find him stationed again at Koidu. After a study leave in 1979, he
returned to Kenema in 1980 and the following year resumed his pastoral activities
in Yengema for three years. In all these places, in addition to direct pastoral care,
he also had to supervise the numerous schools attached to the missions.
In 1984 he said farewell to Africa and went to assist his confreres in Papua
New Guinea. He was still listed as working there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James W. DUNNE IRELAND SL LIB GHA
* January 23, 1939 Dalkey, Dublin
After completing his secondary education he entered the Congregation at
Kilshane, where he made his vows on September 8, 1957. He earned a B.A. in
1962 and prefected for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 2, 1967 in Dublin. He also earned a Higher
Diploma in Education (1968) and later a Ph.D. in Theology in New York (1994).
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1968, he was posted to Gerihun.
became principal of Njala University secondary school.

In 1972 he
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After a study leave in 197 4, which he spent in England, he served as assistant
novice master in Ireland for one year and then returned to Sierra Leone. By 1975
we find him in Liberia as a member of the teaching staff at St. Paul's senior
seminary in Monrovia, which catered also to seminarians from Sierra Leone and
Gambia.
In 1984 he began to function in the West African Foundation as dean of the
Spiritan students attending St. Paul's seminary in Liberia until 1989, and in 1992
he became formation director at the Institute of Philosophy in Ejisu, Ghana.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Questionnaire
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Fr. Gerard P. EGAN IRELAND KEN GB SL
* March 7, 1935 Dublin
After attending Rockwell, 1949-53, he made his vows on September 8, 1954
at Kilshane. He did his philosophy at Kimmage and earned a B.A. Honors, in 1957.
After prefecting for two years at Blackrock, he did his theology at Kimmage and was
ordained on July 8, 1962 in Dublin.
Assigned to Kenya in 1963, he taught at St. Mary's school in Nairobi until
1966.

He then went to England doing two years of ministry among Irish

immigrants.
In 1968 he was reassigned to Sierra Leone, where he served at St. Anthony's
parish in Brookfields and became its pastor.

It was a large parish, in terms of

Sierra Leone, consisting of a congregation of 5,000 faithful, and enrolling some
1,800 pupils in its schools.

He served there for thirteen years.

(Note:

records

seem to be contradictory; some list him as stationed at St. Edwards secondary
school. from 1968 on, while others say he was pastor at St. Anthony's.)
Leaving Sierra Leone in 1983, he went to England and took up parish ministry
there. He was still listed as such in 1994.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. McDERMOTT IRELAND SL IRL
* August 9, 1938 Whitehall, Dublin
He had completed his secondary studies when he applied for admission to the
Congregation and made his vows on September 19, 1959 at Kilshane. In 1964 he
earned a B.Sc. and then prefected for one year at Blackrock. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 7, 1968 in Dublin.
The following year he flew to Sierra Leone. He worked there as a teacher in
what became the Diocese of Kenema, first at Holy Spirit College in Segbwena until
1971, then at Holy Trinity College in Kenema until 1975 and finally at the
secondary school in Kissi-Bendu (Koindu), near Kailahun, where he was also
principal and did pastoral ministry in the local parish until 1982.
After his return to Ireland he engaged in pastoral service in various localities
and was still recorded as doing this in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Walter P. McNAMARA IRELAND SL IRL AUS
* June 19, 1940 Ballybrophy, Leix
He had finished his secondary studies when he applied to the Congregation
at Kilshane. Professed on September 8, 1959, he earned a B.Sc. in 1964 and
prefected for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on June 8, 1968 in Thurles, where his mother then lived.
In 1969 he was assigned to Sierra Leone.

After teaching at Holy Trinity

secondary school at Kenema, he went in 1971 to Holy Spirit secondary school at
Segbwena to teach. At the same time he was also secretary of the Priests' Senate
for the Diocese of Kenema until 1975 and from 1973 to 1975 first assistant to the
Spiritan district superior.
Around 1975 he became development coordinator for the Kenema diocese.
From 1976 on he functioned as pastoral projects coordinator at Freetown until
1981.
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After a year of studies in social planning in the U.S.A. at Denver, CO, he
returned to Ireland in 1982 on a temporary appointment, but he does not appear to
have returned to Sierra Leone.
In 1993 he was listed on assignment in Australia. He was still there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Br. M. Pascal (Hugh Thomas) MAWHINNEY IRELAND IRL NGA SL
* September 4, 1924 Belfast
An electrician by trade, he had served in the Fleet Army when he entered the
Congregation in 1949. Professed on December 24, 1950 at Kilshane, he worked
there and in Kimmage as electrician until 1961.
In that year he was assigned to Nigeria. He worked there in the Owerri and
Umuahia dioceses, teaching electrical fitting for three years and servicing electric
plants wherever needed.
During the Biafran War he went in 1969 to Sierra Leone, where his expertise
was much appreciated, notably at Bo.
Returning to Ireland in 1975, he was stationed at Rockwell.
serving there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 516

He was still
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Fr. Edmond James PURCELL IRELAND SL LIB IRL
* April 7, 1936 Limerick
He had finished his secondary schooling and earned a Bachelor's degree in
Commerce in 1961, before he applied for admission to the Congregation.
Professed on September 8, 1963 at Kilshane, he acquired several other diplomas
until in 1965 he began his senior seminary studies at Kimmage. On July 7, 1968
he was ordained in Dublin.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone, where he was initiated to the
country at Panguma in what became soon the Diocese of Kenema. In 1970 he was
posted to Pendembu to open a secondary school.
After following a Mende language course in London in 1972, he functioned for
a year as assistant at Kailahun and then placed in charge of the Holy Spirit
secondary school at Segbwema.
Having filled a sabbatical leave with additional studies, he was assigned in
1978 to Liberia's Vicariate of Monrovia, where he engaged in pastoral ministry, first
at Voinjama and from 1980 on at Foya, both of them now in the Diocese of
Gbamga.
In 1989 we find him listed back in Ireland at Ardbraccan and then doing parish
ministry until in 1993 he was attached to Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William KINGSTON IRELAND SL LIB IRL
* August 24, 1941 Clonahilty, Cork
Having finished his secondary education, he entered the Congregation at
Kilshane, where he was professed on September 8, 1961. His senior seminary
studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. In his
final year of theology he was ordained on July 7, 1968 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone and sent to Koidu in what
soon after became the Diocese of Kenema as assistant at Uganda Martyrs parish
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to become familiar with the country. Half a year later he took up pastoral ministry at
St. John's mission in Kailahun and in 1972 at St. Paul's Cathedral in Kenema.
In 1974 he took charge of St. Kizito's parish at Paguma. In 1980 we find him
listed as pastor at Christ the King parish at Yengema and in 1988 at St. Joseph's in
Kissi-Bendu, near Kailahun, a parish of some 3,000 Catholics and catechumens.
With his two assistants he had also the care of its fifty outstations, eight primary
schools, attended by about 2,500 pupils, and a secondary school with over 500
students.
He is also recorded as having worked in Liberia in the 1980s, but the
available records give no details about his work there. His final posting put him at
Holy Family parish in Manjama, near Koidu.
Returning to Ireland in 1994, after twenty-five years of ministry in Sierra Leone,
he took up residence at Kimmage.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael J. DOHERTY IRELAND SL
• July 7, 1941 Derry
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1960. After doing his philosophy at Kimmage and the National
University of Ireland he earned a B.A., Honors, in 1963 and prefected for two years
at Rathmines. He went to the Gregorian University in Rome for theology and was
ordained on July 7, 1968 in Dublin
Sent to Sierra Leone the following year, he returned to Ireland in 1972 and left
the Congregation in 1973.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Denis J. HAWES GREAT BRITAIN TT GMB IRL
* February 26, 1939 Wembley, Middlesex, England
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1958. After earning a 8. Sc. in 1963 he prefected for two years in
Trinidad. He did his theology partly in Kimmage and partly at the Gregorian
University in Rome. On July 7, 1968 he was ordained in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to Gambia, where he worked for three
years. Returning to Ireland in 1972, he spent some time in a hospital and then left
the Congregation in 197 4.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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SECTION THREE:· THE PERIOD FROM 1970 - 1996
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POLITICAL DATES AND EVENTS
1989

About 150 Libyan-trained commandos, controlled by Charles
Taylor as head of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPLF) try to
overthrow the Government.

Government troops react by killing

hundreds of civilians in Nimba County, the area through which the
commandos had entered Liberia. In reaction, thousand of young men
join the NPFL.

When the NPFL routs the government troops, the

victorious rebels split into two factions, the new one calling itself the
Independent NPFL, headed by Prince Johnson. In-fighting for control of
the country results in a massive exodus of civilians and routed troops
into neighboring countries notably Sierra Leone and Guinea.
1992 ff.

The fighting spreads to Sierra Leone and leads there to
internal warfare between government and neglected tribes in the SouthEastern part of the country. From there it reaches other parts, except
the area around Freetown, where the government continues to be in
control.

Generally speaking, most of the countryside is unsafe outside

a few major towns.
DATES AND EVENTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1970

The Diocese of Freetown and Bo is raised to the status of an
archdiocese.
The Diocese of Kemena is created from territory hitherto belonging
to the Diocese of Freetown and Bo.

Fr. Joseph Ganda, an African

diocesan priest, becomes its first bishop.
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1971

Irish Spiritans assume ministry in Ghana, the country that in 1843 had
seen the establishment of the headquarters of Bp. Edward Barron's
Vicari ate of the Two Guineas at Assinie. In 1849 Bp. Jean Bessieux had
spent two months in Assinie, visiting also Axim, Elmira and Ouida to
select suitable sites for missions. Though well received, he had been
unable to open any station because of the horrendous death rates
among his personnel. Subsequently, Fr. Charles Gommenginger had
explored the area in 1878, for the purpose of selecting suitable places
for missions, but in 1879 the territory was ceded to the S.M.A. They
developed it splendidly at great sacrifices. When the Spiritans arrived in
1971, there were over one million Catholics, served by two
archdioceses and five dioceses, staffed by about 350 priests, one third
of them Africans.

1979

A Spiritan West African Foundation is set up to encourage local
vocations to the Congregation. Its first novitiate opens in 1980 at Bwiam
in Gambia.

1980
1989

Pope John Paul II visits Ghana.
Construction of a novitiate house at Ejisu in the Diocese of Kumasi is
completed and the novitiate begins to function there.

1990

On the same 123 acre property, donated by the senior local chief and
his council, construction of a house of philosophy is finished.

The

buildings are blessed by Bp. Peter Sarpong of Kumasi and the first class
of philosophers moves in.
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1990 ff.

Caritas Sierra Leone and Catholic Relief Services feed and assist
thousands of refugees and uprooted people, especially in the Kenema
diocese. Spiritan missionaries remain with the people wherever
possible.
St. Paul's Senior Seminary relocates from Liberia to Sierra Leone.

1992

Pope John Paul II visits Gambia, February 23 - 24.
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Fr. William C. FITZPATRICK IRELAND NGA GMB GB
* June 1, 1921 lnchicore, Dublin
After working for six years as an engineering fitter in his home town, he
supplemented his secondary education at Rockwell and then went to Kilshane to
enter the Congregation. He made his vowed commitment there on September 8,
1945. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 16, 1950 in
Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria's Owerri district in 1951, he was initiated to the country
and then did pastoral duties at Obowo, now in the Umuahia diocese. From late
1952 until 1968 he taught metal work at St. Joseph's Technical School in Ahiara in
the Owerri diocese.

During the Biafran War he moved around, doing pastoral

ministry and helping starving civilians to survive.
In 1970 he was transferred to Gambia. He taught there for five years at the
agricultural and technical college in Lamin and then took up pastoral ministry at
Njongon and Basse until 1980.
Returning to Ireland, he engaged in replacement ministry for three years and
then went to England, taking up parish duties in the Sheffield area. He was still
listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 280
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Br. Bernard (Denis) DORAN IRELAND SL IRL
* August 12, 1941 Carnew, Wicklow
He had earned several certificates in carpentry, woodworking, fitting, motor
car engineering, etc. before and after entering the Congregation. On March 17,
1960 he was professed at Ardbraccan. He continued there learning and teaching
for several years.
In 1970 he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where he served until mid-1972.
Returning to Ireland, he left the Congregation in 1974.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Patrick J. GALVIN IRELAND TT SL USA
* March 17, 1943 Castlefrench, Ballinamore Bridge, Ballinasloe
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1959-61, before making
his vows on September 8, 1962 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Fatima College in Trinidad.
In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 6, 1969 in Dublin.
The following year he flew to Sierra Leone, where he rendered pastoral
services and supervised schools for ten years in the Diocese of Kenema, notably at
Koidu.
After a year of studies in Ireland, he went to the U.S.A. and did pastoral work
in Florida from 1982 on. From 1988 on he was back in Ireland and in residence at
Ardbraccan. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Martin Bernard FRAWLEY IRELAND NGA GMB IRL
* August 20, 1933 Kilrush,Clare
Bernard, as he was usually called, attended Rockwell, 1947-51, before
making his vows on September 8, 1952 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A., Honors, in
1955 and then prefected for two years at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 10, 1960 in Dublin.
The following year he assumed duties in Nigeria's Port Harcourt diocese,
serving as dean at Stella Maris College until 1965 and then as principal of Sancta
Maria Secondary School at Omoku.
In 1969 he became dean of discipline in Rockwell and in January 1971
educational secretary for the Diocese of Gambia.
Returning to Ireland in late 1972 he began to function as manager of the
Agricultural School at Rockwell. He was still listed as serving at Rockwell in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 514
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Fr. Patrick Joseph O'CONNOR 73 IRELAND NGA GMB IRL
* March 10, 1922 Cranny, Ennis, Clare
+ June 19, 1995 U.C.G. Hospital IRL
He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1937-42, and made his
vows on September 8, 1943 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1946, he
did his theology at Kimmage. He was ordained on July 10, 1949 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Nigeria's Owerri diocese in 1950, he did evangelization and
pastoral ministry for two decades, notably at Mbutu Okohia, Emekuku and Obibi.
After the collapse of the secessionist Biafra State in 1970, he and the other
Spiritans whose passports had been stamped by Biafra were sentenced to "six
months of imprisonment with hard labor," but released a few days later under
international pressure and then deported from Nigeria.
He was welcomed in Gambia, where he taught commercial and community
development at the Agricultural and Technical College in Lamin from 1970 on,
while also being the Gambia representative of Caritas.
Ailing, he returned to Ireland in 1979 and took up pastoral work at Nenagh in
Tipperary County. He died sixteen years later and was buried in his hometown.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 271
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Fr. Robert P. ELLISON IRELAND GMB IRL
* February 12, 1942 Blackrock, Dublin
After attending the Spiritan college in his hometown, 1954-59, he made his
vows on September 8, 1960 at Kilshane. He earned a B.Sc. in 1965 and prefected
for one year at his Alma Mater. Sent to Rome for theology, he stayed only for two
years and then returned to Kimmage to complete his studies. On July 6, 1969 he
was ordained there. Later he completed his studies by attending the Institute for
Arabic Studies in Rome (197 4) and earning a certificate in linguistics (1980).
In 1970 he flew to Gambia.

After teaching for one year in Banjul, he did

parish ministry there for one year and then was posted to Njongon to engage in first
evangelization.

302

In 1974 he went back to Ireland and was placed at Kimmage to lecture and
assist in the formation of senior seminarians. In 1976 he became director of the
philosophy students.
In 1981 he returned to Gambia, where he served as vicar general of the
diocese until 1985 and for two three year terms (1985-91) as principal superior of
the Spiritans working in that country, while stationed at Cape St. Mary as pastor.
An unusual aspect of his local ministry there was that he had to deal with a parish
congregation of thirty-three different nationalities.
After a sabbatical in 1991, we find him at Lamin as director of the diocesan
junior seminary and of Gambia's Pastoral Institute.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire

364

Fr. Jude Tadgh LYNCH IRELAND SL
* November 1, 1962 Kilconly, Tuam, Galway
A cousin of Fr. Patrick Conway, C.S.Sp., he attended Blackrock, 1956-61,
before being professed on September 8, 1962 at Kilshane. His senior seminary
studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at his Alma Mater.
In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on July 6, 1969.
Later he would earn a M.A. in Boston (1984)
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where we find him
doing pastoral work at Bo in 1972 and as pastor of St. Patrick's in Bonthe, Sherbro
Island, in 1980.
After a study leave in 1984, which he spent in the U.S.A., he became chaplain
and lecturer at Milton Margai Teachers College in Freetown. At the same time he
worked there zealously among marginalized people. In 1994 he celebrated the
silver jubilee of his ordination together with Fr. Michael Hickey after the district
meeting in Bo.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael J. CAHILL IRELAND SL LIB IRL USA
* December 25, 1940 Cork
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1960. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1965 he prefected for one
year a Rockwell. Sent to Rome, he earned a S.T.L. at the Gregorian University in
1970. Meanwhile he had also been ordained on July 6, 1969 at Kimmage. Later
he would complete his education by earning a L.S.S. at the Biblical Institute in
Rome (1976), and a doctorate in theology in Paris (1985).
In 1970 he was assigned to Sierra Leone. He taught there at Christ the King
College in Bo until 1973.

Returning to Ireland, he went to Rome for scripture

studies and then joined the teaching staff of Kimmage.
In 1983 he went back to Sierra Leone and was posted to Liberia to teach at
St. Paul's Senior Seminary. He taught Scripture while also lecturing from time to
time at the International Pastoral Center at Kenema in Sierra Leone and being
active in ecumenical issues and many other ministerial concerns.
The author of many articles and other writings, he went to the U.S.A. and
joined the Theology Department of Duquesne University, teaching Scripture and
lecturing to many groups. He left the Congregation in 1994.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and USA
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Fr. Killian C. DEMPSEY IRELAND NGA USA SL
* May 31, 1938 Kenagh, Tipperary
After finishing his secondary schooling in his hometown, he made his vows
on September 8, 1957 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology he
was ordained on July 5, 1964 in Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria's Port Harcourt diocese in 1965, he did pastoral and
evangelization ministry at Diobu, followed by one year of teaching at a junior
seminary, while also being in charge of the lay apostolate and catechetics for the
diocese.
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In 1967 he resumed pastoral work at Ogoni.

Then the Biafran War broke out

and in 1968, while on leave, decided to go to the U.S.A. doing ministry in
Louisiana.
In 1970, being not welcome in Nigeria, he was reassigned to Sierra Leone.
He left the Congregation in 1978.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 598
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Fr. Michael J. COURTNEY 59 IRELAND NGA SL
+ November 8, 1994 Tralee, Kerry

* March 19, 1934 Castlegregory, Kerry

He finished his secondary studies at Rockwell in 1944 and made his vowed
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1945 in Kilshane. His senior
seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at his
Alma Mater and in his final year of theology he was ordained on June 29, 1952 in
Dublin.
Going to the Diocese of Owerri, Nigeria, in 1953, he worked there with great
zeal for sixteen years. We have few particulars about his ministry, but in 1961 we
find him listed as in charge of Queen of Peace mission at Orsu. Opened in 1955,
this mission counted 31,000 Catholics and over 5,000 catechumens in 1961; its
twenty-five primary schools enrolled over 10,000 pupils taught by 320 teachers,
and the Holy Rosary Sisters operated a secondary school and two teachers
training colleges. And he had only one assistant to help him.

He was still listed

there in 1968.
By then the Biafran War was raging and his parish became a center where
thousands of displaced and starving civilians came to be fed and taken care of. He
stayed with them and shared their dangers, for he loved them and was greatly
loved by them. When the war was practically over in late 1969, he left for Ireland.
The following year he was reassigned to Sierra Leone. We find him there as
pastor of St. Theresa's at Sumbuya in 1972 and of St. Columba's, Moyamba in
1980.

305
The new Abp. Joseph Ganda named him his vicar general in 1981, a function
he retained for twelve years, while stationed in Bo. He was tireless in his zeal, had
great rapport with the people, was much beloved by his fellow-priests and earned
the gratitude of his archbishop.
Bad health sent him back to Ireland, where he died in a hospital in his home
county.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland, December 1994
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Fr. Joseph P. KEANE 66 IRELAND NGA SL
* July 18, 1909 Rathmines, Dublin
+ December 18, 1975 Yengema SL
Following in the footsteps of his brother Bernard, C.S.Sp., he entered the
Congregation in 1926 and made his vows on September 8, 1927 at Kimmage.
After earning a B.Sc., Honors, in 1930, he prefected for two years at Blackrock and
also earned a Higher Diploma in Education in 1932. In his final year of theology he
was ordained on June 23, 1935 in Dublin. As his heart had been damaged by
rheumatic fever, he was not expected to volunteer for Africa, but he said he would
try to see if he could stand it if he was sent.
His wish was granted and in 1936 he went to Southern Nigeria, where he
was destined to labor for thirty-four years. Until 1956 he served mostly in teaching
capacities at secondary schools in Onitsha and Enugu. He then spent four years
doing evangelization ministry at Agwu and Orsumogha.
From 1960 on he modestly listed himself as doing secretarial work while
actually serving in all kinds of important functions, such as chancellor of the
diocese, vicar general and supervisor of all Catholic schools, positions for which
his administrative ability was especially suited, especially because he was straightforward and had no hidden agenda.
During the Biafran War, 1967-70, he accompanied many people, constantly
on the run, while Federal troops were strangling Biafran resistance.
Expelled from the country in 1970, he volunteered to served in Sierra Leone.
He taught there at the secondary school in Yengema.

Then his heart trouble
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returned, but he still drove himself to the hospital where he was to die a short time
later. He had given himself unstintingly for thirty-nine years.
Not a bad record for a weakling.
IBN December 18; SNM 131
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We may mention here also Br. Raphael McEVOY, who around 1970 went to
Gambia to teach some technical courses at Lamin and then returned to Ireland.
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Fr. Michael HICKEY IRELAND SL
* February 10, 1942 Ardfinnan, Clonnel, Tipperary
He completed his secondary studies at Rockwell, 1957-60, before he made
his vows on September 8, 1961 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., he prefected at
Rockwell for two years. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained
on July 6, 1969 in Dublin.
In 1970 he was assigned to Sierra Leone and went to work in the Kenema
diocese. He taught there at the secondary school in Yengema for two years, while
also acting as chaplain. From 1973 on we find him at Pemdembu in charge of its
large vocational secondary school.
After a fund-raising stay in the U.S.A. in the late 1980s, he returned to Sierra
Leone and was posted to Freetown's St. Martin de Porres Parish.
The civil war in Sierra Leone did not leave him undisturbed. In late 1993 we
find him in Bo with a very special job: "deprogramming" boys, some of them only
eight years old, who had been used to execute suspected "rebels." Some 360 of
them lived in a special camp, controlled by UNICEF, after the government outlawed
the use of under-sixteens as soldiers.

With their families either wiped out or

unwilling to take them back because of their participation in atrocities, those boys
had no one to tum to help them overcome their drug habits and regain a sense of
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morality. In this difficult task he had the assistance of one Christian Brother and
one Holy Rosary Sister.
He was still listed in Sierra Leone in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Dermot P. EGAN IRELAND NGA SL
* April 27, 1918 Dublin
He did the last year of his secondary schooling at Rockwell before making his
vows on September 10, 1938 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
were interrupted by three years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 13, 1947 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Owerri vicariate in 1948, he served there for two decades,
doing evangelization and pastoral ministry in various localities, ending up as
pastor at Abonnema in the Diocese of Port Harcourt.
The Biafran War drove him out of the country, but in 1970 he transferred to
Sierra Leone.

We find him listed in the Diocese of Kenema in Panguma at St.

Kizito's parish in 1972 and from 1980 on at Kenema in the bishop's residence,
while serving also at the cathedral parish as assistant.

He was still listed there in

1996, after spending forty-six years in Africa, twenty-six of them in Sierra Leone.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 235
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Fr. Myles FAY IRELAND IRL NGA IT TZA USA GHA
* April 21, 1928 Tenerure, Dublin
He graduated from Blackrock, 1942-46, and made his vows on September 8,
1947 at Kilshane. After earning a M. A., first class Honors, in 1952, he prefected for
one year at Rathmines, while also earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1953.
Going to Rome, he earned a S.T.L. at the Gregorian University in 1957. Meanwhile
he had also been ordained there on July 1, 1956. In later years he would
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supplement his education by earning a diploma in catechetical and pastoral care at
Lumen Vitae in Brussels (1969) and a M.Ed. in psychology in Toronto (1978).
After teaching for two years at Rathmines, he was assigned to Nigeria's
Umuahia diocese in 1959. He taught there at a high school until in 1962 he joined
the teaching staff of the Spiritan senior seminary then functioning at Awomamma.
In 1969 he was called to Rome to become superior of the Spiritan
international house of studies, but the following year he was reassigned to Sierra
Leone. He taught there for seven years at Holy Spirit teachers training school in
Bo. After a study leave in 1977 he returned to Sierra Leone for one year of pastoral
work in Freetown.
He was then sent to Tanzania as novice master at Magamba for one year in
1979. Always much in demand for his expertise, he was loaned to the U.S.A. as
directqr of the Spiritan theologate in Chicago. In late 1982 he was called to Rome
to assist in the new center for research and animation for a three year term,
followed in 1985 by three years in East Africa to assist the budding Spiritan
province in the Arusha diocese.
In 1988 he joined the staff of Spiritan International School of Theology at
Attakwu, near Enugu, to teach theology and later also as superior of the West
African Foundation members studying there. Ailing, he went on sabbatical leave in
1995, but was destined to return to that foundation in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

373

Fr. John J. O'SULLIVAN IRELAND NGA SL IRL
• July 29, 1924 Derrylihard, Skibbereen, Cork
After attending Rockwell, 1944-48, he made his vows on September 8, 1949
at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by one year
of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 3,
1955 in Dublin.
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Going to Nigeria in 1956, he engaged in evangelization and pastoral ministry
in the Owerri district for thirteen years.
Obliged to leave the country in 1970, he served for two years in Sierra Leone,
but details about his work are missing.
Returning to Ireland, he taught at Rockwell and then engaged in pastoral
ministry in his home county.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 403
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Fr. Augustine P. MURPHY IRELAND NGA GHA
* January 26, 1927 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1946. After earning a B.A. in 1949, he prefected at Rathmines while
also earning a Higher Diploma in Education. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 5, 1953 in Dublin.
Sent to Nigeria's Onitsha archdiocese in 1954, he taught for a few years and
then in 1958 took up evangelization and pastoral ministry in Onitsha and Aguleri
for nine years.
He was on leave in 1967 when the Biafran War broke out and spent three
years doing ministry in Ireland, England and the U.S.A.
In 1971 he went to Ghana and opened St. Paul's parish at Nyinahim in the
Kumasi diocese until in 1977 he founded and became headmaster of the Christ the
King Secondary School.

In 1986 he opened Christ the King parish in Ahinsan,

near Kumasi, where he ministered for eight years and founded Good Shepherd
School in 1988. While retaining this position, he became principal superior of the
Spiritans working the Ghana district for three years in 1990. His term of office was
extended for another three years in 1994. In 1995 he built the Sacred Heart parish,
at Trede in the new Obuasi diocese. Typical of his work is that it consisted mostly
of pioneering and then handing over the work to the local clergy.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 357
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Fr. Michael Vincent MURPHY IRELAND NGA USA IRL GHA
* August 12, 1930 Aclare, Slego
Usually called Vincent to avoid confusion with another Michael Murphy, he
attended Blackrock, 1948-51, and made his vows on September 8, 1952 at
Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of
prefecting at his Alma Mater. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July
12, 1959 in Dublin.
From 1960 till 1967 he did evangelization and pastoral ministry in the Onitsha
archdiocese and in 1964 he became pastor of a new parish opened at Owa.
The outbreak of the Biafran War in 1967 caught him on leave and he went to
the U.S.A. for one year of ministry in Louisiana. He then did promotional work in
Ireland.
In 1972 he was reassigned to Ghana, where Bp. Peter Sarpong of Kumasi
had invited the Congregation to take up ministry and where the Fathers would be
allowed to accept indigenous vocations. In 197 4 he became provincial delegate
for the Irish Fathers working in the country while also being pastor of St. Mary's in
Tepa. Four years later, when the Spiritan district of Ghana was officially
established, he was named its principal superior. At the same time he continued to
function as pastor of St. Michael's in Jamase.
When his term of office expired in 1981, he continued to do pastoral ministry
at Holy Rosary parish in Suame and from 1985 on as pastor of St. John's the
Evangelist at Bekwai in the Ashanti region.
Questionnaire; SNM 488
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Fr. Gerard M. GOGAN NGA IRL SL AUS
* June 30, 1927, Rathgar, Dublin
He received his secondary education at Rathmines and made his vows on
September 17, 1947 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rathmines and Blackrock. In his final year
of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 5, 1953 in Dublin.
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Sent to Nigeria's Owerri diocese in 1954, he did evangelization and pastoral
work, notably at Umuna and lkeduru. At the end of the Biafran War in 1970 he was
arrested and expelled from the country.
After functioning for one year as hospital chaplain in Ireland he went to Sierra
Leone, where we find him at Sacred Heart parish in Serabu from 1971 till 1977.
Going to Australia in that year, he took up parish ministry at Ringwood in the
Melbourne archdiocese. He was still listed serving there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 354
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Fr. John M. FILLIE SIERRA LEONE SL
* June 3, 1944 Niahun, Telu, Jaima-Bengor
He made his vows on February 11, 1966 at Awomamma, Nigeria, and then
went to Ireland for his senior seminary studies, where he earned a B.D. In 1971 he
was ordained at Bo, Sierra Leone, by Bp. Joseph Ganda of Kenema.
He was assigned to minister in his home country, but particulars are lacking
about the places where he worked until in 1980 we find him in Rome for additional
studies and in 1988 in Kimmage on leave.

The following year he returned to

Sierra Leone and was posted to St. Paul's Cathedral in Kenema and in 1993 we
find him listed at St. Francis Xavier parish in Boajibu in the Diocese of Kenema.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; E.P. and other directories, passim
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Fr. James J. CORRY IRELAND NGA SL USA
* March 28, 1930 Moville, Donegal
After attending Blackrock for his secondary schooling, 1944-49, he made his
vows on October 2, 1950 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rathmines. On July 14, 1967 he was
ordained in Dublin.
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Assigned to the Onitsha archdiocese in 1958, he did ten years of
evangelization and pastoral ministry at Agbani and near Enugu, followed by lsienu.
At the end of the Biafran War we find him at Nguru in the Owerri diocese.
Forced to leave Nigeria in 1970, he transferred to Sierra Leone in 1971. He
served there at Sacred Heart cathedral parish in Freetown and subsequently as
pastor at St. Martin de Porres parish.
In the mid-1980s he joined the Long Island Spiritan community in the U.S.A.
and took up parish ministry in Florida. He was still listed as serving there in 1995.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire; SNM 452
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Br. Camillus (Seamus) BRENNAN IRELAND IRL NGA SL
* February 27, 1942 Abbeyloix, Laois
A holder of several technical certificates in various trades, he was professed
on September 12, 1961 at Ardbraccan and served in Ireland until 1964.
In that year he was assigned to Eastern Nigeria, where he spent three years
doing maintenance work on diesel electrical generators before being posted to St.
Joseph's Technical School at Ahiara to teach motor vehicle mechanics.
During the Biafran War he returned to Ireland in 1968 and acquired an
advanced certificate in motor engineering. In 1971 he was reassigned to Sierra
Leone, where he taught metal work and motor mechanics at Moyamba's secondary
school.
He left the Congregation in 1979.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 577

380

We may mention here also Br. Catha! (Patrick) WHELAN, who in 1971 went to
Sierra Leone for a short time and then returned to Ireland.
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Br. M.. Eunan (James) BREEN 80 IRELAND IRL NGA SL
* April 13, 1911 Kinawley, Enniskillen, Fermanagh
+ August 26, 1991 Kimmage
He was a thirty-four year old farmer when on December 15, 1945 he made his
commitment to the Congregation at Kilshane. Kept in Ireland, he served at
Kilshane and Kimmage, doing farm work until 1952.
In 1952 he was assigned to the Owerri district in Nigeria. There he revealed a
flair for construction work, for which there was always much demand, and was
stationed at the new mission in Abonnema.
While on leave in 1956, he learned welding and also acquired a diploma in
motor mechanics.

He was then posted to St. Michael's in Urualla and

subsequently went to reside with Bp. Joseph Whelan as diocesan engineer at
Owerri.
During the Biafran War we find him at Nsukka and Enugu, doing relief work.
In September 1970 he returned to Ireland.
The following year he was reassigned to Sierra Leone. He did construction
work there at Freetown, Bo and Moyamba. Though a self-taught builder, he was
not at all slipshod. On one occasion when he and an assistant were measuring out
a foundation and came within half an inch of requirements, his assistant said,
"That's okay now," but he replied, "No; that half inch could give us a lot of trouble
later."
In 1981 he returned to Ireland and took up residence at Kimmage. He died
there after a long illness, leaving the memory of a man who was not only very
precise in his trades but also exact in his religious duties to God and his fellow
human beings.
Newsletter CS Sp Irel and, October 1991
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Fr. Joseph J. WHITE 56 IRELAND TT NGA GB IRL GHA
* December 19, 1923 Rathmines, Dublin
+ July 23, 1980 Blanchardstown, IRL
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1939-41, and made his
vowed commitment to the Congregation on October 8, 1942 at Kilshane. After
earning a B.A. in 1945, he prefected for three years in Trinidad. In his final year of
theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 15, 1951 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Owerri district in 1952, he taught at a teachers training
college while also being its principal, and at a secondary school until 1967.
The Biafran War caught him on leave, which he spent teaching in London, but
he returned to Biafra in 1969, doing relief work among the thousands of displaced
and starving civilians at Enime until he was forced to leave the country in 1970.
After a year as hospital chaplain in Dublin, he went in 1971 to Ghana, where
he took up parish duties in Kumasi, but was soon after named rector of St. Hubert's
Seminary. There he had the great honor of receiving Pope John Paul II and having
him as overnight guest in 1980.
In June of the same year he resigned in favor of a Ghanain priest and went on
leave to Ireland. While substituting for a hospital chaplain at Blanchardstown, he
suffered a stroke after saying Mass in the morning. He died the same day, leaving
the memory of a gentle and affable priest, endowed with good common sense, who
always radiated peacefulness in his surroundings.
IBN July 23; SWWW 1087; SNM 319
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Fr. James V. MORROW IRELAND NGA IVC GHA
* November 15, 1928 Ballyhaise, Cavan
After finishing his secondary schooling in his home county, he entered the
Congregation at Kimmage in 1947, earned a B.A., Honors, in 1950 and made his
vows on October 2, 1951 at Kilshane. He then prefected for two years at Blackrock
and earned a Higher Diploma in Education. Sent to Fribourg, Switzerland for
theology, he graduated with a S.T.L., summa cum /aude in 1957. Meanwhile he
had also been ordained there on July 22, 1956.
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Assigned to the Onitsha district in 1957, he taught at a teachers college for
three years and then lectured at Bigard Memorial Seminary in Enugu for four years.
In 1964 he became principal of the secondary school at Obowo in the Umuahia
diocese. He also built a new secondary school at lhenazizi.
During the Biafran War he functioned at Abidsan, Ivory Coast, in the service of
Biafran refugees and relief organizations.
After a brief stay in the U.S.A. in 1971 he returned to Africa, this time to serve
in Ghana. We find him there in the Kumasi diocese as pastor of St. Michael's in
Jamase until 1973 and then as headmaster of Nsutaman Catholic Secondary
School at Nsuta-Ash, which he had built. In 1983 he took up pastoral ministry at St.
Joseph's parish in Nkenkaasu.

He was still serving as pastor at Abuakwa in the

Kumasi diocese in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. Sean Joseph I. O'CONNOR 35 IRELAND SL
* March 7, 1940 Dublin

+ May 15, 1975 Sierra Leone

As a child he contracted polio, which left him only partially in control of his left
arm and leg. When he applied for admission to the Congregation, he was advised
to pursue his studies first at the University College of Dublin. These done and
having earned a B.A., he applied again and was admitted. Professed on
September 8, 1963, he did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage. They were
interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rathmines. On July 5, 1970 he was
ordained at Kimmage.
Being very anxious to be appointed to the missions despite his disability, he
received his assignment to Sierra Leone in 1971.

He was posted there as a

teacher at Segbwema's secondary school. In his spare time he assiduously visited
the families at their homes in the area.
His health, however, began to deteriorate, but he was reluctant to admit
defeat. When eventually he was admitted to the hospital for surgery, it was too late:
his illness was terminal. A priest was summoned to the deathbed. He made the
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sixty mile trip in a hurry and arrived in time to administer the sacraments to the
dying man.
IBN May 18

385

Fr. Francis J. LEAHY IRELAND TT NGA SL GMB IRL
• January 13, 1921 Miltonmalbey, Clare
Having completed his secondary schooling at Rathmines, he pronounced his
vows on October 13, 1940 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
were interrupted in 1942 by three years of prefecting in Trinidad. In his final year of
theology he was ordained on July 11, 1948 in Dublin.
He then went to Nigeria in 1949 for two decades of evangelization and
pastoral work in the Owerri district. At the end of the Biafran War in 1970 he was
arrested at Port Harcourt and condemned to six months of imprisonment with hard
labor for being illegally in the country, but released a few days later and expelled.
He then went to Sierra Leone, but illness sent him back to Ireland one year
later.

In 1974 he tried Gambia, where he was able to take up pastoral work at

Banjul.
Three years later illness again forced him to leave.

Back in Ireland, he

recovered and joined the staff of Blackrock, where he was still listed in 1995.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 251
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Fr. Michael S. SMITHWICK IRELAND NGA GHA IRL
• October 19, 1924 Dublin
Educated at Blackrock until 1945, he made his commitment to the
Congregation on September 8, 1946 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in
1948 he prefected for two years at Rockwell. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 5, 1953 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Owerri district in 1954, he worked there for fifteen years, both
in evangelization and pastoral ministry and in education. The end of the Biafran
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War in 1970 led to his expulsion from the country, a few days after he and others
had been sentenced to six months of imprisonment with hard labor.
The following year he volunteered for Ghana, where he ministered for six
years in the Kumasi diocese. Details about his work are missing.
Ailing, he returned to Ireland in 1978.

He still served as hospital chaplain

until from 1991 on he went to reside at Ardbraccan.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 365
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Fr. Patrick Joseph F. WALSH IRELAND NGA USA SL
* October 9, 1919 Corda!, Castleisland, Kerry
He received his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1934-39, and made his
vows on September 8, 1940 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1943, he prefected
at Rockwell for two years. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained
on July 11, 1948 in Dublin.
The following year he was assigned to the Owerri district in Nigeria.

He

engaged in teaching there at Bp. Shanahan College in Orlu and then became
principal, first of a teachers training school and then of a high school, both in
Ogboli.
At the end of the Biafran War he returned to Irel and and from there went for
one year to the U.S.A. In 1971 he volunteered for Sierra Leone.
We find him stationed there as principal of St. Joseph's Secondary and
Agricultural School at Slama in the Kenema diocese in 1980, at Holy Trinity
Secondary School, Kenema, in 1988 and as doing pastoral work at St. Paul's the
diocesan cathedral from 1993 on.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Savino AGNOLI ITALY NGA GHA
* January 9, 1932 Fidenza, Parma
A brother of Fr. Enzo, C.S.Sp., he had earned a B.A. and a B. Music, played
the violin in the Light Symphony Orchestra and taught music for two years, when
he applied for admission to the Congregation in 1955. Professed on September 8,
1956 at Kilshane, he did his senior seminary studies at Kimmage and was
ordained on July 16, 1961 at Maynooth, Dublin.
The following year he flew to Nigeria to work in the Onitsha archdiocese. He
ministered there for nine years, notably at Amichi. When the Biafran War ended, he
and nearly all other Fathers of the Irish province were expelled from the country in
March 1970.
Going to Ghana in 1971, he took up pastoral work at Tepa in the Kumasi
diocese and at Berekum, in the Sunyani diocese. He then served at St. Paul's in
Mam pong in the Ashanti region from 197 4 until Mam pong became a diocese in
1995. Since then he has been working at Bantama.
Questionnaire; SNM 537

389

Fr. Edward J. SCOTT 59 IRELAND NGA USA GHA
* March 12, 1935 Glinsk, Ballymoe, Galway
+ March 6, 1995 Kumasi GHA
He received his secondary education a Rockwell, 1949-54, and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 8, 1955 at Kilshane. His senior
studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at his Alma Mater.
In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 8, 1962 in Dublin.
He did evangelization and pastoral work in Nigeria's Diocese of Umuahia
until 1967. The outbreak of the Biafran War in that year sent him on a fundraising
tour of two years in Ireland, Great Britain and especially the U.S.A. on behalf of the
civilian victims in Biafra. While in the U.S.A., he also engaged in parish ministry in
Florida and California.

He still returned to Biafra in late 1969, but by then Biafra

was on the verge of total collapse and he left the country in 1970.
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In 1971 he was reassigned to Ghana.

He served there as pastor for two

decades at St. Joseph's Mamponten in the Kumasi diocese.

In 1992 he was

posted to the new St. Anthony's parish in Adugyama, some twenty-five miles from
Kumasi.
In both places he did much to improve the development of the people, for
instance, by drilling boreholes for water and opening clinics. In recognition for his
contribution he had even been made honorary chief (Nkosohene) of Mamponten.
He was also much appreciated for his ability to discern and respond to the needs of
the people, his desire to live among the disadvantaged in rural parishes, sharing
their poverty, and showing his profound respect for their ancient Ashanti culture.
On March 5, 1995 he met with his confreres at Bantama, where he mentioned
his upcoming 60th birthday on the following Sunday. It was not to be. On the way
back to Adugyama his car was involved in a collision. He died the following day in
hospital at Kumasi without regaining consciousness.
Two bishops, over one hundred priests and a packed cathedral paid tribute to
him.

Burial took place at the Spiritan community cemetery in Ejisu.

Several

hundred people had travelled twelve miles from Kumasi to Ejisu to pay a final
homage to their revered pastor.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland April 1995; SNM 552
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Fr. John 0. McHUGH IRELAND SL IRL
* July 14, 1940 Moylough, Ballinasloe, Galway
He received his secondary education at Blackrock and made his vows on
September 8, 1959 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1962 he prefected
for two years at his Alma Mater. Sent to Rome for theology, he earned a S. T. L. at
St. Anselm Athaneum in 1967. On July 2, of the same year he was ordained in
Dublin.
He then did some additional studies in moral theology at the
Alphonsianum in Rome.
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In 1971 he flew to Sierr Leone, where he was introduced to the country at
Bonthe before taking up pastoral work and teaching in Freetown, while also being
director of vocations for the diocese.
In 197 4, after studying pastoral counselling, he joined the staff of Kimmage as
director of theology students, a function he retained for five years.
Returning to Sierra Leone in 1980, he was posted to Kenema's Pastoral and
Social Development Center, of which he became director. At the same time he
functioned as chaplain to lay missionaries and organizer of various courses. He
was still listed as such in 1989.
In 1990 we find him in Liberia as rector of St. Paul's Senior Seminary serving
not only Liberia but also Sierra Leone and Gambia. When Gbarnga, the town in
which the seminary was located, was captured by rebels in the civil war, he
evacuated the seminarians to Makeni in Sierra Leone and continued to function as
its rector.
In 1996 he was still serving in Sierra Leone, even though civil war had spread
to much of this country also.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Matthias Finbarr MURPHY IRELAND TT NGA GMB
* January 13, 1933 Bandon, Cork
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1948-51, and made his
vows on September 8, 1952 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1955 he prefected
for three years in Trinidad. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 16, 1961 in Dublin.
Assigned to Port Harcourt diocese in 1962, he taught there at a secondary
school until 1969, except for one year, spent in England because of the Biafran
War. After the collapse of Biafra, he returned to Ireland.

In 1971 he was reassigned to Gambia. He taught there for four years, while
from 1972 on he was also education secretary of the diocese and the bishop's
secretary, in addition to being director of radio programs.
From 1975 on we find him as pastor of Holy Spirit parish in Campama, near
Banjul. It was only a small parish with some 700 faithful, but it was the seat of St.
Augustine's Secondary School and of St. Joseph's High School, so that he was
happy when he got another priest as his assistant. By 1994 he was reportedly the
only Spiritan involved in St. Augustine's, which at that time enrolled 1,250 students,
of whom about 800 were Muslims.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 534; Questionnaire
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Fr. Thomas SWEENY IRELAND NGA USA GHA IRL
* January 1, 1920 Muingwar, Corballa, Sligo
He did the last year of his secondary schooling at Rockwell before making his
vows on September 8, 1946 at Kilshane. In his final year of his theology studies at
Kimmage he was ordained at the age of thirty-one on July 15, 1951 in Dublin.
On October of the following year he was assigned to the Onitsha district in
Nigeria.

He did evangelization and pastoral ministry there for sixteen years,

notably at Aguleri and Maku, now in the Enugu diocese.

In the last year of the

Biafran War he left the country.
After doing parish ministry in the U.S.A. until 1971 when illness sent him back
to Ireland, he went to Ghana. He served there as pastor at St. Paul's parish in the
Kumasi diocese for two years.
Returning to the U.S.A. in 1973, he resumed his parish ministry in the New
York area for thirteen years. At the age of seventy he went back to Ireland to
devote his diminishing strength to ministry in his home county. He was still listed
there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 323
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Fr. Florence F. LYNCH IRELAND NGA IRL SL
• September 24, 1926 Clonkeen, Killarney
After doing one year of supplementary studies at Rockwell, he made his vows
on September 8, 1954 at Kilshane. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained on July 12, 1959 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Onitsha archdiocese in 1960, he engaged in evangelization
and pastoral work for eight years, notably in Aguleri. He returned to Ireland in 1969
during the Biafran War and engaged in parish work in Dublin until in 1972 he was
reassigned to Sierra Leone.
We find him listed there as pastor at Our Lady of Victories in Gerihun in the
Archdiocese of Freetown and Bo, taking care of a congregation of some 1,500
people and visiting a score of outstations.
In 1980 he went back to Ireland and took up parish ministry in his homeland.
He was still listed as engaged in that in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 501
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Fr. Brian MURTAGH IRELAND SL IRL
• September 15, 1944 Mullingar, D. of Meath
He made his vows on September 8, 1964 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 13, 1971 at Kimmage.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone.

We find him listed there as

pastor of St. Peter Claver's Damballa, near Bo, in 1980.
Returning to Irel and at an unspecified time before 1989, he took up Justice
and Peace ministry at Fatima Mansions in Dublin. Despite its impressive name,
Fatima Mansions is a slum area in which there is much scope for a Justice and
Peace mission.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Redmond WALSH IRELAND NGA GB SL
* February 3, 1919 Castleisland, Kerry
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Timothy, he attended Rockwell, 1933-37, and made
his vows on September 10, 1938 at Kilshane. After earning a M.Sc., first class
Honors, in 1941 he prefected for two years at Rockwell and earned a Higher
Diploma in Education, Honors. Sent to Switzerland to study theology at the
University of Fribourg, he earned a S.T.L. in 1949. He was also ordained there on
July 18, 1948.
After teaching at Rockwell for nine years and lecturing in philosophy for two
years at Kimmage, he was assigned to Nigeria, where he taught at Christ the King
College for one year, followed by eight years of teaching Spiritan senior
seminarians, first at Awomamma and then when the students moved he went with
them to lsienu. At the end of the Biafran War he was expelled from the country in
1970.
Following one year of studies in Rome and another year of teaching at the
Missionary Institute in London, he was reassigned to Sierra Leone in 1972.
He taught there in the Diocese of Kenema at St. Joseph's Secondary and
Agricultural School for seven years.

In 1979 he was switched to Holy Trinity

Secondary School at Kenema. Both of these schools were fairly large, the former
enrolling close to 400 boys and the second around 500.
In 1982 he left Sierra Leone. After a few months of ministry in the New York
area, he returned to Ireland. We find him listed as bursar in Ardbraccan from 1988
on. He continued to be in residence there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 480 (his name misspelled as Desmond)
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Fr. John S. McCORMACK IRELAND IRL SL
• February 25, 1940 Derry, Northern Ireland
He had finished his secondary schooling when in 1957 he entered the
Kilshane novitiate and made his vows there on September 8, 1958. After earning a
B.A. in 1961 he prefected for two years at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1966 in Dublin.
After teaching for three years at Templeogue College and earning a Higher
Diploma in Education, he was assigned in 1972 to Sierra Leone. He was posted
there to Bonthe to teach at its secondary school. Illness obliged him to return to
Ireland in 1976.
After recovering he became provincial secretary and editor of the Provincial
Newsletter and Forum.

In March 1983 he assumed the chaplaincy to alcoholic

addicts in Derry and left the Congregation.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Joseph A GOUGH IRELAND GMB IRL
• March 31, 1944 Ballyouskill, Laois
He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1957-62, and made his
vows on September 8, 1963 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1966, he prefected
for one year at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained
there on June 13, 1971. Later he would also earn a M.A. in education at Fordham
University, New York (1985).
In 1972 he went to Gambia, where he served as assistant rector of the junior
seminary for three years, while also teaching at St. Augustine's High School in
Banjul and being diocesan director of catechetics for one year.
Thereafter we find him as vocations director at the seminary until 1978 and as
principal of St. Augustine's High School in Campana until 1983.
After a study leave in the U.S.A. he returned to Ireland and joined the
teaching staff of Blackrock. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael F. McCARTHY IRELAND TT NGA USA SL
* February 2, 1921 Kinmare, Kerry.
After attending Rockwell, 1935-39, he made his vows on September 8, 1940
at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by three
years of prefecting in Trinidad. On July 11, 1948 he was ordained in Dublin.
Assigned to the Owerri district in 1949, he did nearly two decades of
evangelization and pastoral work, notably at lkeduru.
He then returned to Ireland in 1968, engaged in parish ministry there and in
the U.S.A. at Baton Rouge, Louisiana until 1972 when he was reassigned to Sierra
Leone.
He did ministry in the Kenema diocese, but details are lacking. By 1979 we
find him back in the U.S.A., doing promotional work for the Kenema diocese under
the Mission Cooperative Plan, and was attached to the Long Island Irish Spiritan
Community. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 257

399

Fr. John or Sean MULLIN IRELAND SL
* January 9, 1946 Kilconly, D. of Meath
He was professed on September 8, 1964 at Kilshane and ordained on June
1, 1971 at Kimmage.
Assigned to Sierra Leone in 1972, he worked in what became the Diocese of
Kenema.

He was listed there as pastor of St. Kizito's in Panguma in 1980.

Thereafter he was recorded as serving at Yengema's Secondary School as both
teacher and chaplain in 1988 and 1991.
By 1993 we find him in Kenema at St. Kizito's formation house for pre-senior
diocesan seminary students and Spiritan candidates for the West African
Foundation.
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Early in 1994 he was elected principal superior of the Spiritans working in
Sierra Leone and took up residence at Bo. The civil war raging in the country was
making the country ide dangerous to visit and the large town of Bo itself was
attacked by rebels on December 27, 1994. Its southern part, where the Spiritans
took care of St. Pius parish, suffered from the destruction of many dwellings and
remained unsafe. Together with its pastor Fr. Seamus Owens and a visiting priest
from Kenema, he then moved his residence to a safer area in the town. As things
turned out, Bo was not taken by the rebels, thanks to the vigorous defense put up
by thousands of its younger men and boys.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp, Ireland February 1995

400

Fr. Peter P. NOLAN IRELAND NGA USA GHA
* June 28, 1932 Dublin
After attending Rockwell for three years he made his commitment to the
Congregation on September 8, 1952 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Rockwell. In his final year
of theology he was ordained on July 12, 1959 in Dublin.
After a pastoral year in Ireland he was assigned in 1960 to the Onitsha
archdiocese in Nigeria, where he did pastoral ministry until 1969. Toward the end
of the Biafran War he left the country.
Following two years of ministry in Ireland and the U.S.A., he was reassigned
to Ghana, where he became pastor of St. Mary's, Tepa, in the Kumasi diocese.
In 1977 he went back to the U.S.A. and took up ministry in the New England
area. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 484
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Fr. John J. COLEMAN IRELAND NGA IRL GHA
* January 30, 1920 Tyone, Nenagh, Tipperary
He received his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1933-38, and made his
vows on September 8, 1939 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage
were interrupted by three years of prefecting at Kimmage and Blackrock, but he
earned a B.A. in 1946. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 10,
1949 in Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria's Onitsha district in 1950, he spent most of his time as
supervisor of schools and as principal of teachers training schools until in 1957 he
became pastor of Holy Spirit parish in Enugu, while also being diocesan secretary
of education. From 1961 on he was chancellor of the Enugu diocese.
During the Biafran War, 1967-70, when large numbers of people fled before
the invading federal troops, he stayed behind to take care of those who had sought
refuge in the hills and forests of the Enugu region. Though at first treated with fear
and suspicion, he managed to overcome that attitude and served the refugees both
materially and spiritually.
By 1969 he returned to Ireland. After a few years of ministry in Cork, he was
reassigned to Ghana in 1972. He served there as the bishop's secretary in Kumasi
until in 1976 he assumed parochial duties.

We find him listed at Holy Rosary

parish in Suame in 1980, and at St. Anthony's in Ejisu-Besease in the Ashanti
region from 1988 on. Records indicate that he was still serving in Ghana in 1996
after twenty-four years in the diocese and forty-two years in Africa.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 27 4

402

Fr. Gerald HASSON IRELAND GMB GB IRL
* May 31, 1941 Limavady, Northern Ireland
After finishing his secondary studies at Blackrock, he was professed on
September 8, 1964 at Kilshane. He began his senior seminary studies at
Kimmage, prefected for one year at Blackrock, did two years of theology at
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Kimmage and then continued his studies in Rome for three years. On July 5, 1970
he was ordained at Kimmage.
In 1972 he was assigned to Gambia, where he did pastoral ministry at St.
Theresa parish in Kanifing, while also occupying himself with its schools.
Returning to Ireland in 1975, he was reassigned to England to work among
Irish immigrants in the Birmingham area.

Ten years later he assumed parish

ministry in Ireland in various locations. He was still doing so in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James John BYRNES IRELAND SL IRL
• November 17, 1943 Longrea, Galway
He had completed his secondary schooling when in 1963 he applied for
admission to the Congregation. Professed on October 3, 1964 at Kilshane, he
began his senior studies at Kimmage. They were interrupted by one year of
prefecting at Rockwell. On July 5, 1970 he was ordained at Kimmage.
Going to Sierra Leone in 1972, he spent one year at St. Patrick's in Bonthe on
Sherbro Island, getting used to the country and the work, and then was posted to
Matthru-Jong on Sherbro Mainland. The new St. Ambrose parish had just been
opened there with a promising future.
Available records do not indicate when he was transferred to Freetown's St.
Martin's de Porres parish, but he was listed there in 1980.
Returning to Ireland in 1981, he became chaplain of Templeogue College.
He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas J. MAGUIRE IRELAND NGA IT SL CAN
* May 10, 1928 Dublin
He received his secondary education at Rathmines until 1946 and made his
vows on September 8, 1947 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1950, he
prefected for two years at Kimmage and Rockwell while also qualifying for a
certificate in advanced commerce and bookkeeping. In his final year of theology at
Kimmage he was ordained on July 3, 1955 in Dublin.
He then served for fourteen years in the Owerri district of Nigeria, both as
teacher and pastor, until in 1970 he was expelled from the country at the end of the
Biafran War.
After serving for one year at the generalate in Rome, he went to Sierra Leone
in 1972. Details about his work there are lacking.
In 1976 he moved to Canada, taking up pastoral duties in the Alberta
province. He was still listed there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin and Toronto
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Fr. Patrick M. RYAN IRELAND SL
* May 19, 1947 Pallasgreen, Limerick
He attended Rockwell, 1959-65, before making his vows on September 8,
1966 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by
one year of prefecting. In his final year of theology he was ordained on December
17, 1972 at Caherconlish by Bp. Joseph Whelan.
In July of the following year he went to Sierra Leone, but details are lacking
about his work until in 1980 we find him listed as pastor of Sacred Heart parish at
Serabu in the Freetown and Bo archdiocese.
From 1988 on he was recorded as pastor of St. Theresa's at Mano-Dasse
Chiefdom, Moyambo district of the same diocese, and in 1993 as pastor of St.
Teresa's parish at Bo. He was still listed as serving in Sierra Leone in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael C. MURRAY IRELAND GMB NGA IRL
* April 10, 1946 Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1964. After earning a B.Sc. in 1969, he did his theology at Kimmage
and was ordained there on June 11, 1972.
Assigned to Gambia in 1973, he taught for one year at the high school in
Banjul and then did five years of parish ministry. In 1977 he was posted to lhiala in
Nigeria to teach at its junior seminary. Two years later he assumed the same
function at Gambia's St. Michael's Junior Seminary in Farjara.
Returning to Ireland in 1982, he served as chaplain and was engaged in a
project for drug addicts until in 1984 he went into Justice and Peace ministry. From
1986 on he served in vocations ministry, becoming national vocations director in
1992.

In 1995 he became bursar of Spiritan House, a facility for prenovitiate

candidates in Dublin.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 675

407

Fr. Patrick B. CLEARY IRELAND NGA IRL SL
* May 20, 1934 Bornshane, Tipperary
He received his secondary education at Blackrock and Rockwell before
making his vows on September 8, 1954 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies
at Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. He was
ordained on July 16, 1961 in Dublin.
In 1962 he was assigned to the Owerri district, but details about his work there
are lacking.
On leave in Ireland in 1967 he was retained to do promotional work and
assist the editor of Missionary Annals.
In 1973 he was reassigned to Sierra Leone, but we have no details about his
work there.
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While on leave in 1980 he was kept in Ireland.

He engaged in pastoral

ministry and mission promotional services and was still serving as such in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 546

408

Fr. Brian F. ST AR KEN IRELAND SL
* July 29, 1948 Killmacormac, Offaly
Professed on September 8, 1966 at Kilshane, he was ordained on
September 21, 197 4 in his hometown.
Having been assigned to Sierra Leone, he flew to his destination. We have
no particulars about his earlier years, but by 1980 he was listed as principal of the
Agricultural Secondary School at Gerihun.
Eight years later he was recorded as director of the archdiocesan Pastoral
Center at Bo, while residing at St. Theresa's parish. He still was listed as such in
1993.
As the civil war in Sierra Leone spread and the government was no longer
able to prevent news about it from becoming widely known even within Freetown
itself, he was named National Director of Development. Given the situation, the
grandiose title did not mean much; until peace would return, it concretely meant
coordinating the relief work done by various agencies that were trying to prevent
famine among the numerous refugees and displaced people.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp Ireland, February 1995
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Fr. John Henry LYNSKEY IRELAND SL
* February 19, 1945 Bohermeen, Navan
He attended Rockwell, 1959-64, and made his vows on September 8, 1965 at
Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years
of prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year of theology he was ordained on June
11, 1972 at Kimmage. He did then some additional studies, earning a B.D. and a
diploma in development.
In 197 4 he flew to Sierra Leone and taught for three years in the Ken em a
diocese at the secondary school in Yengema while also being its chaplain . . He
was then posted to the comprehensive secondary school in Kissi-Benou (Koindu)
for the same functions.
From 1980 on he was stationed as pastor of St. Francis of Assisi parish at
Boajibu, near Slama. It was a busy parish, taking in a number of villages and in ten
of them he built small churches.
In 1987 he went to the U.S.A. and earned a M.A. in religious education at
Fordham University, New York. Returning to Sierra Leone in 1989, he became a
lecturer at Bunumbu's Teachers Training College. He held this position until 1995.
His last four years in the Kenema diocese covered the period of a large influx
of refugees and defeated soldiers from Liberia and then the outbreak of civil war in
Sierra Leone.

Rural areas in particular often changed hands between different

groups of rebels or of government troops. No matter who won, the people were
pillaged and suffered casualties.

Father took part in sustaining them and

distributing food supplies sent from the U.S.A. and elsewhere. In January 1995 he
and Fr. Noel Murphy got caught in an ambush outside Kenema, but they managed
to escape unharmed and made their way to Freetown.
Later in the same year he went to the U.S.A. on sabbatical leave, which he
spends in studies at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. George F. O'DOHERTY IRELAND NGA USA ZMB GHA GB
* April 13, 1926 Newtownbutler, Fermanagh
After attending Blackrock, 1940-45, he made his commitment to the
Congregation on September 8, 1946 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by two years of prefecting at his Alma Mater. On July 5,
1953 he was ordained in Dublin.
The following year he began a very busy twelve year period of evangelization
and pastoral ministry in the Onitsha district at Eke and Agbani.
Leaving Nigeria in 1967, he went to the U.S.A. for three years of pastoral
duties in the New Orleans area. These years were followed by another three years
in Zambia.
From 197 4 till 1977 he worked in Ghana, but details are lacking about his
assignment there.
Thereafter we find him in England, engaged in pastoral ministry in the
Yorkshire area.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. David KENNEALLY IRELAND SL IRL
* November 26, 1945 Toumafulla, Limerick
He made his vows on September 16, 1965 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 16, 1973 in his hometown.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him listed there
in 1980 at Bo's Teachers College as director of catechetics.
In 1988 he was on sabbatical leave for studies, which he pursued in New
York. Thereafter he returned to Ireland and was posted to Spiritan House, Dublin,
as its director.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Timothy Noel MURPHY IRELAND SL
* December 4, 1946 Bantry, Cork
He made his vows on September 6, 1966 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 16, 1973 at Eyeries, Co. Kerry.
Going to Sierra Leone in 197 4, he served in the Kenema diocese. We find
him listed there in 1980 as pastor of St. Peter's at Segwema and teaching at its
Holy Spirit Secondary School. In 1988 he was recorded in the same functions at
the new St. Theresa's parish at Bunumbu and teaching at its teachers training
college. Next, we find him in 1993 at another new parish, that of St. Martin Sewafe
in the Kono district.
The civil war in the country did not leave him untouched. For ten days around
Christmas 1994 Kenema and the area around it were under sporadic attacks by
rebels, but the priests stayed to support the people. Ten Sisters were kidnapped
just before Christmas, but they managed to escape when government troops
attacked the rebels.

In mid-January he and Fr. Sean Lynskey got caught in an

ambush outside Kenema while going to Freetown, but they, too, were able to
escape.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp Ireland, February 1995

413

Fr. Henry F. MOLONEY, of Ireland, may be mentioned here also.

He was

listed as being in Sierra Leone in 197 4, but other information about him in Sierra
Leone is lacking. By 1980 he was back in Ireland.
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Fr. James PETERS IRELAND IRL NGA GBN LIB KEN
* January 5, 1924 Bansha, Tipperary
After completing his secondary schooling at Rockwell, he made his vows on
September 27, 1943 at Kilshane. He prefected for one year at Kimmage and then
earned a B.A., Honors, in 1948. Going to Rome for theology, he earned a S.T.B. at
the Gregorian and was ordained there on May 19, 1951. Later he would complete
his studies by earning a S.T.L. at the Alphonsianum in Rome (1974).
Assigned to the Onitsha district, Nigeria, he taught there at Bigard Memorial
Seminary in Enugu until 1967.

On leave when the Biafran War erupted in that

year, he went to Gabon's center of Africa Concern at Libreville, which provided
relief for starving refugees. In 1969 he went back to Biafra to take up service in the
Owerri diocese. The following year he was expelled from the country.
After a few months of pastoral ministry at Lambarene, Gabon, he returned to
Ireland and became assistant novice master at Kilshane.
In 197 4, after his studies in Rome, he volunteered to go to Liberia as a staff
member of St. Paul's Seminary at Gbarnga, near Monrovia. This senior seminary
served also Sierra Leone and Gambia.
From 1988 on we find him in Kenya lecturing at St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary in Nairobi.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SEAM 891; SNM 321

415

Fr. Anthony KENNY GREAT BRITAIN NGA SL GB
* June 2, 1936 Blackhill, D. of Newcastle
After making his vows on September 8, 1951 at Cellule, France, he returned
to England and did his senior seminary studies at Upton Hall. He was ordained
there on September 18, 1960.
Assigned to Nigeria's Makurdi diocese in 1961, he labored there at
evangelization and was placed in charge of the new mission at Tor Donga, opened
in 1967.
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In 1974 he was listed as in Sierra Leone, but the available records do not
indicate anything about his work there or the duration of his stay.
By 1980 he was back in the Makurdi district, where he resumed pastoral
duties at various locations.
Returning to England in 1995, he took up pastoral service in a parish.
B.G. and E.P. passim, SNM 520

416

Fr. Martin J. BUCKLEY IRELAND NGA USA IVC GHA
• August 12, 1928 Tamon, Tarbert, Limerick
A brother of Fr. Timothy, C.S.Sp., he entered the Congregation at Kilshane,
where he was professed on September 8, 1950. His senior seminary studies at
Kimmage were interrupted by one year of prefecting at Rockwell.
He was
ordained on July 14, 1957 in Dublin.
Assigned to the Owerri district, Nigeria, in 1958, he did ministry there for nine
years, first in a parish and then as retreat master for parishes.
On leave in 1967 before the Biafran War began, he worked in a parish in the
New York area for one year and then went to Ivory Coast, undoubtedly to act as
chaplain to refugees from Biafra. In 1971 he returned to the U.S.A. and joined the
Irish Spiritan community in Long Island, doing parish work.
Three years later we find him back in Africa, this time in Ghana, where he took
up evangelization and pastoral duties in the Sunyani diocese at St. Patrick's in
Arebubu as its pastor. Situated in the remote north-eastern region of the diocese,
his mission included over 100,000 people and was the center of a network of some
sixty outstations, most of them with a resident catechist, and thirty primary and
middle schools. He remained listed as in charge of that mission until 1993, but in
1995 he was reported as being in Tanoso, a place that was not yet mentioned in
the 1991 Catholic directory of Ghana and therefore appears to be a new residential
station.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 448
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Fr. Richard A. CAPLICE IRELAND NGA IRL GHA
• December 8, 1916 Burncourt, Cahir, Tipperary
After attending Rockwell, 1931-35, he made his vows on September 5, 1936
at Kilshane. He earned a B.A., Honors, in 1939 and prefected for two years at
Rockwell. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 16,
1944 in Dublin.
Going to Nigeria the following year, he ministered there for six years in what
was then the Owerri vicariate at various locations, ending up at Bp. Shanahan
College in Orlu.
Going back to Ireland in 1951, he became assistant novice master at Kilshane
for eight years.
By 1959 he returned to Nigeria and functioned as superior of the Spiritan
novitiate and senior seminary at Awomamma.

Five years later, we find him as

novice master at the Brothers novitiate in Ardbraccan, Ireland and later as superior
of that community until 197 4.
In that year he was reassigned to Ghana and took over the recently
established St. Anthony's of Padua parish in New Tapo, Diocese of Kumasi. He
retained this assignment for eighteen years, bringing the parish to a flourishing
condition.
At the age of seventy-six he returned to Ireland in 1992 and went to reside at
Kimmage. He celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination there in 1994.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 197

418

Fr. Declan F. DORR 58 IRELAND NGA IRL GHA GMB
• July 18, 1932 Mohill, Leitrin
+ May 31, 1991 Ejisu, Ghana
A Blackrock graduate, 1945-50, he made his vows on September 8, 1951 at
Kilshane. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by two years
of prefecting at Rathmines. On July 13, 1958 he was ordained in Dublin. Following
one year of pastoral training, he was assigned to the Owerri district in Nigeria.
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He worked there for ten years, doing pastoral work in very large parishes with
numerous outstations, such as St. Bridget's in Ahiara. The Biafran War, 1967-70,
put an end to stay in Nigeria and virtually all Irish Fathers were expelled after
conviction for having broken the laws of the country.
After studying spirituality in Rome for one year, he became assistant novice
master at Kilshane.

In 1974 he was reassigned to Ghana.

Bp. Peter-Kwasi

Sarpong had graciously invited the Congregation to come to his diocese of Kumasi
to work there, foster the missionary spirit and accept vocations. Father became
pastor of St. Agnes in Maase-Ofinso a busy and very extended parish. At the same
time, he looked after a group of young men who showed interest in becoming
Spiritans.
In 1983 he became their novice master, first at Bwiam, Gambia, and then
when the novitiate was transferred to Ghana in 1989 at Ejisu in the Ashanti Region.
Always an enthusiastic worker, he threw himself wholeheartedly into his
ministry, whatever its nature and location. Having spent nearly three decades in
the service of the Church in West Africa, he died suddenly, busy till the end with the
work of the Good Lord. He was interred at Ejisu's Spiritan Cemetery.
Newsletter CSSp Ireland July 1991; SNM 487

419

Fr. ChristopherT. O'BRIEN IRELAND NGA IRL USA GHA
* December 18, 1925 Kilcok, Kildare
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1945. After earning a B.A., Honors, in 1948, he prefected for two
years at Blackrock, while also earning a Higher Diploma in Education in 1950.
Sent to Rome for theology, he earned a S. T. L. at the Gregorian University in 1954.
Meanwhile he had also been ordained there on June 28, 1953.
Assigned to Nigeria's Onitsha district in 1954, he served there till 1963, the
last two years as rector of the Spiritan junior seminary at lhiala.
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Recalled to Ireland, he became director of philosophy students at Kimmage
and subsequently superior of that large community.

In 1970 he assumed the

function of provincial superior of Ireland for a three-year term.
After a sabbatical in the U.S.A. he went in 1974 to Ghana, taking up pastoral
ministry and education in the Diocese of Sunyani at St. Teresa's, Berekum.

In

1985 he became principal superior of the Spiritans working in Ghana and went to
reside at Bantama's Spiritan Formation Center. He retained this function for two
three-year terms.
Returning to Ireland in 1991, he became regional superior of the Fathers
doing pastoral ministry in Dublin and the North Meath area, while also being
hospital chaplain in Dublin county.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 352

420

Fr. Richard C. LEHANE IRELAND NGA SL IRL
* December 22, 1918 Crossmahonm Lissarda, Cork
After making his vows on September 8, 1937 at Kilshane, he began his senior
seminary studies at Kimmage. They were interrupted by two years of prefecting at
Rockwell. In his final year of theology he was ordained on July 15, 1945 in Dublin.
He then did evangelization and pastoral duties for twenty-four years in
Nigeria at various locations. When the Biafran War ended in 1970 he returned to
Ireland. After serving as bursar at Rathmines, he was reassigned to Sierra Leone
in 1975.
We find him there as pastor at Immaculate Conception parish in Waterloo.
Opened in 1912 as an outstation of Freetown, this mission developed from some
300 faithful in 1967 to about 1,000 in a total population of 15,000, half of them
Muslims, by the time he left Sierra Leone at the age of seventy-four in 1982.
Returning to Ireland, he still taught at Rockwell.

Retirement took him to

Rathmines, where in 1995 he celebrated the golden anniversary of his ordination.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 217
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Fr. Terence A. DONNELLY GREAT BRITAIN SL
Born in 1946 and professed in 1967, he was sent to Sierra Leone for his
oversea experience of apostolate in 1973 before being ordained in 1975.
He was then assigned to Sierra Leone. We find him listed there as pastor of
St. Francis of Assisi parish at Boajibu in the Kenema diocese in 1980, and from
1988 on as pastor of St. Patrick's parish at Bonthe on Sherbro Island. It was a
parish of about one thousand faithful, to which eight outstations were attached and
which operated fifteen primary schools. He was still listed there in 1993.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Raymond F. MAHER IRELAND NGA IRL SL D
* February 16, 1933 Dublin
After rounding off his secondary schooling with two years at Blackrock he
made his vowed commitment to the Congregation of September 8, 1951 at
Kilshane. Having earned a diploma in arts, followed by a B.A., Honors, in 1955,
while prefecting at Rathmines, he added another year of prefecting at Rockwell. In
his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on July 12, 1959 in Dublin.
Later he would complement his education by earning a television production
certificate in 1970 and a diploma in mission studies at Maynooth in 1981.
Early in 1961 we find him in the Diocese of Umuahia, Nigeria, where he
taught for eight years in various schools. During the Biafran War he added relief
work among the numerous refugees to his teaching.
Returning to Ireland in 1969, he engaged in ministry to the disadvantaged in
housing projects, while also having promotional duties.
In 1975 he was reassigned to Sierra Leone. He taught there for seven years
at Njala University's Secondary School, while also being vocations director of the
local junior seminary until 1980.
After one more year of pastoral duties in Sierra Leone he was appointed to
the vocations team in Ireland. In 1986 he took up Justice and Peace work.
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After a sabbatical in 1992 he volunteered for an international Spiritan team
doing mission work in what used to be East Germany at Rostock, an area in which
it was said that there had not been any house of a religious order since the time of
the Reformation.

He was still listed there in 1996.

Meanwhile the tiny Catholic

population of Restock has increased by some 18,000 refugees coming from the
east.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 519

423

Fr. Joseph D. SHEEHAN IRELAND NGA USA GHA
* December 11, 1931 Limerick
After completing his secondary education at Rockwell he made his vows on
September 8, 1952 at Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted
by two years of prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year of theology he was
ordained on July 10, 1960 in Dublin.
Going to the Onitsha archdiocese, Nigeria, in 1961, he did evangelization and
pastoral ministry for eight years, notably at Aguleri. In late 1969 when the Biafran
War was almost over, he left the country.
He then did a few years of parish ministry in the U.S.A., first in Florida and
then in California.
In 1976 he volunteered for Ghana, but his stay there was not very long and
the available records do not indicate when he left Ghana or where he worked.
By 1980 he was listed back in California, doing parish ministry in the San
Mateo area. He also served in Arkansas for two years, 1990-92, as pastor of the
ancient Spiritan parish of the Sacred Heart. He then returned to Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 524
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Fr. Peter C. QUINN IRELAND NGA GB GHA IRL
* June 2, 1930 Kilkullen, Dublin
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on
September 8, 1950. He earned a B.A. in 1953 and a Higher Diploma in Education
in 1954 while prefecting at Blackrock. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he
was ordained on July 14, 1957 in Dublin.
Sent to the Onitsha district, Nigeria, in 1958, he did evangelization and parish
ministry for nine years and then returned to Ireland in 1967 before the Biafran War
broke out.

He took up a chaplaincy in London, and did one year of sabbatical

studies.
In 1976 he was reassigned to Ghana, but details are lacking about his work.
By 1980 he was back in Ireland and assigned to Rathmines.

He left the

Congregation in 1983.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 447
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Fr. John J. MORIARTY IRELAND TT NGA GB CAN GHA SA
* January 7, 1928 Castlegregory, Meath
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vowed
commitment on September 8, 1947. After earning a B.A. in 1950 he prefected for
three years in Trinidad. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained
on July 15, 1956 in Dublin.
The following year he went to Nigeria's Onitsha district, where he taught at a
secondary school for four years and then became principal of another school.
After briefly serving in pastoral ministry in 1967, he moved to London to study
and teach for six years. Seconded to Canada for one year in Montreal, he returned
to Africa in 1976.
In that year he was reassigned to Ghana. We find him listed as teaching at
Navrongo, near the boundary of Burkina Faso, but by 1980 he was functioning in
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Kumasi as chaplain for secondary school students. In late in 1981 he was elected
principal superior of the Spiritans in Ghana, serving as such till January 1985.
He then moved to South Africa and became director of the Spiritan formation
house in the Archdiocese of Durban. He was still listed as residing there in 1993
and appeared to be still there in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; SNM 428
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Fr. Brendan M. SMYTH IRELAND GMB IRL
* February 16, 1951 Cabra West, Dublin
He made his vows on September 8, 1969 at Kilshane and was ordained in
1976. The following year he was assigned to Gambia.
He was listed there as serving at Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral at
Banjul in 1980 and as pastor of St. George's mission at Basse in 1988. In 1990 we
find him at Bwiam in charge of St. Edward's parish, which then had a congregation
of over 2,000 faithful and catechumens.
The following year he returned to Ireland and was appointed first to
promotional work and then to the vocations team, while residing at Kimmage.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp Ireland, passim
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Fr. Patrick T. PALMER IRELAND SL IRL GHA
* October 10, 1948 Drimnagh, Dublin
He made his vows on September 8, 1967 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 13, 1976.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone, where we find him listed in 1980
as principal of St. Paul's Secondary School at Pujehun in the Archdiocese of
Freetown and Bo.
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By 1988 he was back in Ireland and listed as director of the Kimmage
theologate.

Three years later, he was able to return to Africa, this time in the

service of the West African Foundation in Ghana. He was recorded as its novice
master at Ejisu in 1993.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. William BUTLER IRELAND NGA PNG AUS IRL GHA USA
* July 22, 1917 Wicklow, Dublin
He completed his secondary schooling at Blackrock in 1935 and made his
commitment to the Congregation on September 5, 1936 at Kilshane. After earning
a B.A. in 1939, he prefected for two years at Blackrock. In his last year of theology
at Kimmage he was ordained on July 16, 1944 in Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria in 1945, he was one of a score of fellow Spiritans who
went that year to the land of the lgbo. He served there for a quarter of a century,
mostly in educational positions in Onitsha, Nsukka and as principal of Kakabari
National College at Bugoma. During those years he also built a church at Nsukka
and educational structures at schools.
He was stationed at Port Harcourt when the Biafran War began and became
deeply involved in relief work to prevent massive starvation of civilians. For this
purpose he went to neutral Sao Tome, where warehouses were established to
load planes with food for the dangerous airlift to Biafran landing strips.
After the Biafran war he volunteered in 1970 for Papua New Guinea and
Australia, where he engaged in educational work and pastoral ministry until 1975.
He then returned to Ireland and taught for two years at Blackrock.
In 1977 he went back to Africa, this time to Ghana. Posted to Bantama in the
Kumasi diocese, he became the founder of Holy Spirit parish. He built its church,
seating 1,500, and became so beloved by the people that they erected a life size
statue in his honor. As if not to be outdone, his Old Boys in Nsukka did the same
and invited him to be present at its unveiling. He had become a legend there and
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the wives of the Old Boys wanted to see the priest who had "made men of their
husbands."
In 1993 he joined the Irish Spiritans in the U.S.A. and engaged in parish
ministry in Florida. Having celebrated the golden jubilee of his priesthood in 1994,
he was still busy with this kind of ministry in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire; SNM 194
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Fr. Breifne WALKER IRELAND GHA IRL NGA
* May 16, 1947 Dublin
A Blackrock student, 1960-64, he made his vows on September 8, 1965 at
Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1969 and a M.A. in history in 1972, he prefected
for one year at Rockwell. In his final year of theology in Kimmage he was ordained
there on June 13, 1976.
The following year he went to Ghana for two years of pastoral ministry as
assistant to Fr. Christopher O'Brien at St. Teresa's busy parish in Berekum,
Diocese of Sunyani.
Returning to Ireland he took up prison ministry in Dublin until in 1981 he
continued his studies and earned a Ph.D. in 1989 at Trinity College.
He was then assigned to Spiritan International School of Theology at
Attawku, Nigeria, teaching and being at the same time vice-rector of the West
African Foundation's students attending that school.
1996.
Arch. CS Sp Dublin; SNM 746

He was still listed there in
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Fr. Joseph P. GLYNN IRELAND SL GHA
* April 27, 1950 Castlereagh
Professed on September 8, 1969 at Kilshane, he was ordained on June 13,
1976 and assigned to Sierra Leone in 1977.
He was recorded there as assistant at Christ the King Parish in Yengema,
Diocese of Kenema, in 1980.
On sabbatical leave in 1988, he went to the U.S.A. for studies and served at
the international novitiate, Cypress Grove, Dublin.
In 1992 he was reassigned to Africa, this time in the West African
Foundation's Institute of Philosophy at Ejisu, Ghana, which by then had about thirty
students.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. John F. McEVOY IRELAND GHA IRL
* January 16, 1949 Boyher, Rockcorry, Monaghan
He made his vows on September 8, 1967 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 6, 1976.
The following year he was assigned to Ghana. We find him listed there in
1980 at St. James Junior Seminary at Sunyani as vice-rector.
Returning to Ireland at an undetermined time, before 1989, he joined the staff
of Blackrock College, where he was still listed in 1993.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Anthony 0. O'BOYLE IRELAND SL IRL
* July 8, 1950 Ballina, Mayo
Professed on September 8, 1970 at Kilshane, he was ordained on June 19,
1977.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone, where we find him stationed in
1980 as assistant at St. John's parish in Kailahun, Diocese of Kenema. In 1988 he
was listed as pastor at Kenema's cathedral.
When civil war broke out in Liberia, the interdiocesan senior seminary serving
also Gambia and Sierra Leone was transferred to Sierra Leone and housed in
Makeni. He was listed from 1991 on as teaching there together with the Frs. John
McHugh, its rector, Thomas Whelan and William Cleary.
In 1995 we find him back in Ireland and assigned to ministry in the country.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Noel J. MOYNIHAN IRELAND SL USA
* December 13, 1950 Drimnagh, Dublin
Professed on September 8, 1969 at Kilshane, he was ordained on June 11,
1977.
The following year he was assigned to Sierra Leone, where we find him listed
in 1980 as chaplain to St. Michael's Secondary School at Moyamba in the
Freetown and Bo archdiocese.
From 1988 on he was on special assignment in the New York area, engaged
in fundraising for the Sierra Leone archdiocese, while also serving in parishes in
the same area. He was still listed as such in 1996.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Br. Brian A O'MAHONY IRELAND GHA
* April 17, 1940 Ballina, Mayo
He made his vows on September 8, 197 4 at Kilshane and was ordained on
June 11, 1978.
The following year he was assigned to Ghana, where he was posted as
assistant to Holy Rosary parish at Suame in the Kumasi diocese. Thereafter we
find him listed in 1988 as director of the Spiritan prenovitiate formation center at
Bantama.
On sabbatical leave in 1992, he went to St. Buena's Spiritual Exercises
Center in Wales.
B.G. passim and CSSp Newsletter, Ireland, passim
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Fr. Edward GRIMES IRELAND GMB IRL
* January 14, 1940 Corl<
Professed on September 8, 1958 at Kilshane, he studied theology in Rome
and was ordained on July 2, 1967 in Dublin. Assigned to further studies, he taught
at Kimmage after their completion.
In 1980 he was listed in Gambia as pastor of St. Edward's at Bwiam, while
also being in charge of Gambia's Pastoral Institute.

Eight years later he was

recorded as co-director of Caritas-Gambia and general secretary of lnterterritorial
Catholic Bishops Conference of Gambia, Liberia and Sierra Leone. At the same
time he also served in Holy Spirit parish at Campana.
After a sabbatical leave in 1993, he was chosen to be a member of the
Spiritan provincial council and as such he stayed in Ireland.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp Ireland, February 1995
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Fr. Denis ROBINSON IRELAND GHA USA
* October 30, 1950 Dublin
Having studied at a technical school, he entered the Congregation at
Ardbraccan, where he made his vows on June 15, 1969. In 1971 he received
permission to pursue studies for the priesthood at Kimmage. After prefecting for
one year at Blackrock and another year in Kenya, he earned a B.D. On October
28, 1979 he was ordained at Kimmage.
Assigned to Ghana in 1980, he served in the Diocese of Accra for four years.
He was then allowed to go to the U.S.A. to study at the Institute of Formative
Spirituality at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.

After earning his M.A., he

continued his studies for a Ph. D. in the same field and graduated in 1996.
Arch. CSSp. Dublin
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Fr. Terence A. SMITH IRELAND LIB SL USA
* January 11, 1948 Muckerstown, Dublin
After attending a technical school, he entered the Congregation at Kilshane,
where he was professed on September 8, 1975. Going to Kimmage for his senior
seminary studies, he earned a B.D., at Maynooth, and was ordained on June 15,
1980 at Kimmage. We also earned a Diploma in Development Studies
He was then assigned to Sierra Leone, but posted to St. Mary's parish at
Bushrod in the Archdiocese of Monrovia. He built its church and rectory and was
principal of its secondary school until 1989.

Following the outbreak of civil war in

Liberia, he went to Freetown for three years of pastoral ministry.
His latest appointment sent him to the U.S.A. as a member of the Irish Spiritan
Community at Long Island, N.Y. with the special task of raising funds for the West
African Foundation while also doing pastoral ministry at St. Augustine's Cathedral
in Florida.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. Hugh J. DAVOREN GREAT BRITAIN NGA GMB GB
* May 21, 1944 Birkenheard, D. of Shrewsbury
He made his vows on September 8, 1964 at Kilshane and then returned to
England for his senior seminary studies. In his final year of theology he was
ordained on September 11, 1969 in his hometown.
The following year he was assigned to Nigeria's Makurdi diocese, but details
about his work there are lacking.
In 1980 he became the first novice master of the Spiritan West African
Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia, for a three year term.
Returning to England, he did three years of parish ministry there and then
went back to Makurdi in 1986. In 1992 he was elected religious superior of the
Spiritans serving in that area, and his mandate was renewed for another three
years in 1995.
B.G. and E.P. passim; SNM 632
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We may mention here also Fr. Joseph de ROBILLARD, who in 1980 came
from Mauritius to serve as assistant novice master at Bwiam, Gambia, when this
novitiate also housed novices coming from French-speaking African territories. As
the difficulties of a multicultural and bilingual novitiate proved to be too strenuous,
the attempt was given up and he returned to Mauritius, where he died on
September 16, 1985.

440

Br. Conleth (Patrick) TYRRELL IRELAND IRL SL GMB
* February 18, 1935 Eadestown, Naas, Kildare
He had worked on a dairy farm before entering the Congregation at Kilshane
in 1954 as a postulant. Professed on February 25, 1957, he served in Ireland until
in 1980 he was assigned to Sierra Leone.
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He was posted there to Bo, doing administrative duties, until in 1984 he was
named assistant novice master of the West African Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia.
Returning to Ireland in 1990, he was assigned to Ardbraccan.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Herbert NOONAN 49 GREAT BRITAIN NGA GB GMB IT
* October 10, 1931 Barnley, D. of Newcastle
+ October 9, 1986 Aricia, IT
He received his secondary schooling at Castlehead and then went to France
for his novitiate. Professed on September 8, 1950, he did his senior seminary
studies at Upton Hall, where he was ordained on October 30, 1955. Though his
heart was set on Africa, he was assigned to further studies and earned a M.A. in
French. Then ill health kept him in England until 1961.
In that year his wish to serve in Africa was granted and he went to Nigeria's
Makurdi diocese to teach at a secondary school, of which he became principal in
1967.
Recalled to England in 1970, he became director of the Castlehead junior
seminary and then superior of the community.
In 1981 he was on the point of going back to Makurdi, when visa problems
prevented it and he was posted to Gambia as assistant novice master of the West
African Foundation at Bwiam to replace Fr. Joseph de Robillard.
In 1982 he returned to England and became director of vocations until in
1985 he was called upon to serve as secretary general of the Congregation in
Rome.

While making the annual retreat with the general council at Aricia, near

Rome, in October 1986, he died there in his sleep, leaving the memory of a deeply
religious, charming and efficient worker in the Lord's vineyard.
Newsletter CSSp Rome, Nov. 1986; Newsletter CSSp England, Nov. 1986
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Fr. Philip Obinna AGUH NIGERIA NGA GHA ZBW
* April 30, 1939 Emekuku, D. of Owerri
After making his vows on February 11, 1960 at Awomamma, he did his senior
seminary studies there and at lsienu. On April 17, 1966 he was ordained in his
hometown. He then went to Rome for further studies and earned a S.T. L. at the
Gregorian University.
When the Biafran War ended in 1970 and the land of the lgbo was deprived of
nearly all Irish Spiritans, he was named principal superior of the district on January
5, 1971. As such, he provided leadership during the difficult post-war time to the
Nigerian-born members of the Congregation and to the few Irishmen remaining in
the country.

He acquired land for a large farm to provide food to the many students

in the Spiritan houses in the country. In general, he did so well that the district of
Nigeria East became a province in 1976 and he was named its first provincial
superior for a three year term.
In the same year he was elected president of the Conference of Major
Religious Superiors in Nigeria.
After a study leave in France in 1980 during which he earned a double
doctorate, he went to Ghana, working at the SECAM secretariat.
In 1984 he became one of the pioneers who opened a Spiritan mission in
Zimbabwe, but he returned to Ghana later in the same year.
By 1988 he was back in Nigeria, where he became a teaching staff member
of SIST, the Spiritan International School of Theology at Attakwu. In 1995 he was
elected first assistant or vicar of the Spiritan provincial in Nigeria.
province counted over three hundred professed members.
Arch. CSSp Nigeria; SNM 599

By then the
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Fr. Maurice CURTIN IRELAND IRL NGA LIB
* January 8, 1913 Ballycomon, Tournafulla, Limerick
A brother of Spiritan Fr. Daniel, he attended Blackrock, 1925-30, and made
his vows on September 5, 1931 at Kimmage. He earned a B.A., Honors, in 1934
and prefected for one year each at Rockwell and Blackrock, while earning a Higher
Diploma in Education, first class Honors. Sent to the University of Fribourg for
theology, he earned a S.T.D. in 1941. Meanwhile he had also been ordained there
on July 23, 1939. At an undetermined time he also earned a licentiate to teach
philosophy.
After teaching at Rockwell and Rathmines until 1957, he lectured on
philosophy at Kimmage until 1966 and then at the University College in Dublin until
1980.
He then lectured for one year at Ewu in Nigeria and in 1981 was assigned to
St. Paul's Seminary in Monrovia, teaching philosophy for two years.
From 1983 on we find him listed at Blackrock.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Andre HEROUX FRANCE F GNE CAM GMB
* September 12, 1926 Sept-Forges, D. of Seez
Professed on December 25, 1948 at Cellule, he studied theology at Cellule,
where he was ordained on October 7, 1951.
After teaching in France, and then serving for many years as a missionary in
Guinea and Cameroon, he became in 1981 assistant novice master of the West
African Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia. In 1983 he was posted to St. George's at
Basse as pastor of this mission in the extreme east of Gambia, some 200 miles
from Banjul.
Returning to France at an undetermined date, he was listed there from 1988
on as teaching at Allex, a secondary school.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Matthew CHUKWULOBE NIGERIA GMB NGA
* February 27, 1951 Jos
After making his vowed commitment to the Congregation on September 30,
1974 at Awomamma, he did his senior seminary studies at lsienu and at Bigard
Memorial Seminary. On February 14, 1982 he was ordained by Pope John Paul II
at Kaduna.
His first assignment placed him in Gambia, but we have no details about his
work there.
In 1984 he went to the U.S.A., did one year of pastoral ministry in Louisiana
and then entered Duquesne University's graduate program of doctoral studies in
philosophy.

At their completion in 1991 he returned to Nigeria to teach at the

Spiritan School of Philosophy in lsienu.
Arch. CS Sp USA and Nigeria; SNM 710
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Fr. Dermot G. FORKIN IRELAND GHA IRL
* November 25, 1954 Stillorgan, Dublin
After attending St. Michael's and Blackrock, 1960-72, he made his vows on
September 8, 1973 at Kilshane. His senior seminary studies were interrupted by
one year of prefecting each at Blackrock and in Nairobi, Kenya. He earned a B.D.
in 1981, was ordained on June 7, 1981 at Kimmage and did one year of
development studies.
In 1982 he went to Ghana. We have no details about his work there until in
1990 we find him spoken of as assistant novice master of the West African
Foundation at Ejisu.
Returning to Ireland in 1992, he took up ministry in his home country.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. John FOGARTY IRELAND GHA IRL
* April 9, 1952 Glasnevin, Dublin
He had finished his secondary schooling when he entered the Congregation
at Kilshane and was professed there on September 9, 1971. After acquiring a
B.Sc., Honors, in physics, he went to Ghana, where he prefected for two years at
St. Joseph's Teachers Training College in Bechem, in the Sunyani diocese. He
then did integrated philosophy and theology studies at the University of Fribourg,
Switzerland, earning a S.T.L., summa cum laude in 1982. Meanwhile he had been
ordained on September 27, 1981 at Kimmage.
His first assignment sent him to Ghana in 1982, but details about his work
there are lacking. By 1986 we find him back in Ireland, where he served for three
years as provincial secretary.
He was then reassigned to the West African Foundation and prepared himself
for his task by devoting another year to philosophical studies at the University of
Fribourg, before taking up his duties as teacher and dean of studies at the Spiritan
Institute of Philosophy at Ejisu.
At the 1994 Spiritan provincial chapter in Ireland he was chosen to be second
assistant of the new provincial Fr. Martin Keane, which necessitated his staying in
Ireland.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Michael DALY IRELAND GHA AUS
* March 19, 1931 Kildoney, Ballyshannon
He made his vows on March 3, 1952 at Kilshane and did his senior seminary
studies at Kimmage. They were interrupted by one year of apostolic experience in
Gambia. In his final year of theology he was ordained on June 13, 1982 at
Kimmage.
Assigned to Ghana in the same year, he ministered there until 1990. We find
him as pastor at St. Theresa's in Berekum in the Sunyani diocese. It was a busy
parish of over 18,000 faithful and nearly one thousand catechumens by 1990; it
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numbered thirty-eight outstations, manned by eighty-seven catechists and
operated thirty primary and middle schools; surely enough to keep him and his
assistant fully occupied.
Returning to Ireland, he was reassigned to Australia. He did parish ministry
there in the Archdiocese of Melbourne from 1992 on.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. James F. DUNCAN IRELAND NGA ANG PNG GHA
* December 24, 1930 Ballycastle, Antrim
After his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1943-48, he made his vows on
September 8, 1949 at Kilshane. His senior studies at Kimmage were interrupted
by two years of prefecting at his Alma Mater. In his final year of theology he was
ordained on December 22, 1956 in Dublin.
Assigned to Nigeria's Onitsha district in 1957, he did twelve years of
evangelization and pastoral ministry until toward the end of the Biafran War he left
the country.
He was then reassigned to Angola in 1971. There also a long and bloody
civil war began in 1975 when the country gained its independence. He then went
to Papua New Guinea, where he did pastoral ministry until 1981.
Once again, he moved, this time to Ghana. We find him listed there as pastor
of St. Maurice, opened in 1984 at Labadi in the Diocese of Accra. He then began
working at Accra's National Catholic Secretariat in 1991, while residing at St.
Peter's in Osu. A 1996 survey still reported him holding this position.
Questionnaire; SNM 431
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Fr. John SKINNADER IRELAND SL IT
* June 16, 1954 Emyvale, Monaghan
He had finished his secondary education when in 1972 he entered the
Congregation at Kilshane and was professed there on September 8, 1973. After
doing his philosophy at Kimmage, he prefected for one year at Rockwell, while also
earning a diploma in agriculture, and then for another year at Moyamba in Sierra
Leone. In his final year of theology he was ordained on June 7, 1981 at Kimmage.
Meanwhile he also earned a B.D.
After following development and language courses in London and acquiring
a diploma in missiology at Mill Hill, he went back to Sierra Leone in 1982 and
served in the Kenema diocese at Uganda Martyrs parish in Koidu for nine years,
becoming its pastor. He is remembered especially for the very practical Justice
and Peace program he established.
After a leave in Ireland, he went to the U.S.A. in 1992 to earn a higher
Certificate of Justice and Peace at Maryknoll.

In September 1993 he became

director of Justice and Peace at the Spiritan generalate in Rome, a function he still
held in 1996 and in which he put his considerable skills and energy at the service
of Spiritans working for Justice and Peace in many countries.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Sean DE LEIS (or John Lacey) IRE LAND GHA USA
* January 15, 1936 Waterford
He entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on
September 8, 1973. His senior seminary studies at Kimmage were interrupted by
one year of prefecting in Sierra Leone. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he
was ordained there on December 13, 1981.
His first assignment sent him to Ghana in 1982, but details about his work are
lacking.
By 1986 he was back in Ireland, where he did two years of promotion work,
followed by temporary ministry until in 1989, he joined the Long Island Irish
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Spiritan community in the U.S.A. doing parish ministry. He was still listed as such
in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin

452

Fr. Basil De WINTON GREAT BRITAIN NGA GB TZA SL
• September 20, 1912 Burwash, Archd. of Southwark
He had served as an Anglican priest from 1939 on when in 1944 he joined
the Catholic Church. He made his vows in the Congregation on September 8,
1946 at Cellule, France. Sent to Switzerland for theology, he was ordained there
on July 23, 1950.
The following year he went to Nigeria, where he ministered in the Benue
region. We find him listed at Korinya in 1952 as an assistant and at Udei as in
charge of that station in 1961.
From 1964 till 1968 he ministered in England as Newman chaplain.
Returning to Benue in 1967, he served for one year as principal of the new
secondary school at Okobolo.
He then returned to England and became secretary of a University Teachers
Group for two years.
In 1972 he went to Tanzania, where he taught at the diocesan senior
seminary in Kibosho for four years before being assigned to the Spiritan Usa River
seminary in 1975.

In 1979 he became assistant novice master at Lusotho

(Magamba).
Illness forced him to return to England in 1980. When he had recovered, he
went to Nigeria in 1981 and the following year to Sierra Leone, where we find him
listed at Kenema's Pastoral and Social Development Center.
In 1989 at the age of seventy-seven he went back to England, where he still
rendered service as a nursing home chaplain for two years before retirement at
Bickley.
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Father Basil's family goes far back in English history.

Welsh by origin, it

traces back to the fifteenth century. Its original name was Wilkins, but in 1820 it
was changed to De Winton, a Regency Norman name.

One of the family is known

as a botanist and zoologist, whose name is attached in Africa to several small
mammals, such as the Cape hare or the long Kilimanjaro rat. There was also a
Colonel De Winton,

working in what is now part of Zaire at Kwamouth in the

service of a geographical society.

When in the 1880s Spiritan Fr. Prosper

Augouard arrived there to open a mission, the colonel donated the building of that
station, which was being closed, to him for that purpose.
Arch. CSSp England; B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. James J. CARLING GREAT BRITAIN SL
* March 4, 1953 Barrow-in-Furness, Lanes.
He made his vows on September 8, 1974 at Kilshane. His senior seminary
studies were interrupted by an apostolic overseas experience in Sierra Leone.
Returning to England in 1981, he did his final year of theology at Radlett and was
ordained on September 25, 1982 at St. Helens.
He was then assigned to Sierra Leone and stationed at Our Lady of the
Rosary parish in Slama, Diocese of Kenema. There was plenty of work there to
keep him busy. The parish counted some 1,600 Catholics and catechumens and
included fourteen outstations with primary schools that had to be visited on a
regular basis--a task that bad road conditions did not always make easy. In 1989 a
few Christian Brothers came to Slama to staff its St. Joseph's Secondary and
Agricultural School.
The civil war in Sierra Leone did not leave him undisturbed.

Much of the

Kenema diocese became unsafe outside a few larger towns, but as of March 1995
the town of Slama with its population of over 40,000 was reported relatively quiet.
Refugees and displaced people, however, needed to be taken care of.
8.G. passim; CSSp Newsletter, England, passim
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Fr. Noel G. KILGARRIF IRELAND IRL SL
• December 23, 1953 Dunmore, Galway
He had finished his secondary schooling in his hometown when he entered
the Congregation at Kilshane, where he was professed on September 24, 1972.
After earning a B. Social Science, Honors, in 1976, he prefected for two years at
the Vocational Secondary School in Pendembu, Sierra Leone. Going to the
University of Fribourg, he earned a S.T.L. in 1982. Meanwhile he had been
ordained on September 27, 1981 at Kimmage.
After a year of social work in Dublin, combined with study, he was assigned to
Sierra Leone. He did pastoral ministry there at St. Martin's parish in Freetown,
while also engaged in pastoral planning.
Returning to Ireland in 1993, he left the Congregation the following year.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Thomas R. WHELAN IRELAND SL
• September 22, 1958 Dublin
He attended Blackrock, 1966-71, and made his vows on September 8, 1972
at Kilshane. After earning a B. Music, Honors, in 1977, he had two years of
apostolic experience in Sierra Leone. Going to Rome, he earned a S.T.L. at the
Gregorian University in 1982. Ordained on September 26, 1982 at Kimmage, he
returned to Rome for one year of studies in liturgical Latin.
In 1983 he went to his assigned mission of Sierra Leone. We find him listed
there as pastor of St. Teresa's parish at Bo in 1988.
The civil war in Liberia did not leave him untouched. When in 1990 St. Paul's
Seminary had to be evacuated from Liberia to Makeni, Sierra Leone, he answered
the appeal for teaching personnel.

Subsequently the civil war spread to Sierra

Leone and the area around Makeni was ravaged by marauding troops. Like thirty
other Spiritans, he was still at his post in 1995 when contingency plans were being
prepared for another evacuation if necessary.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; CSSp Newsletter, Ireland, passim
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Mr. Peter J. OWENS 28 IRELAND SL
• October 1, 1956 Gawel, Charlestown, Mayo

+ November 20, 1984 Freetown

He had attended secondary technical schools, 1972-77, before entering the
Congregation at Kilshane novitiate in 1978.

Professed on October 2, 1980 at

Kimmage, he studied philosophy at All Hallows' and did his first year of theology at
Kimmage.
In 1983 P.J., as he was popularly known, went to Sierra Leone for two years
of missionary experience.

Placed under the guidance of Fr. John Skinnader at

Uganda Martyrs' parish in Koidu, a mining town in the Kono district of the Kenema
diocese, he quickly adapted himself to the situation and became involved in all
aspects of evangelization. Always cheerful and good-humorous, he proved to be a
dedicated missionary, who spent much of his time trekking from village to village
throughout the area.
Then suddenly illness struck. Although he was rushed to Freetown for better
medical care, his promising missionary life was cut short by death after a brief
illness.
IBN November 20; Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. William D. CLEARY IRELAND GMB SL IRL
• November 23, 1954 Drogheda, Louth
After receiving his secondary schooling at Rockwell, 1966-72, he made his
vows on September 8, 1973 at Kilshane. He earned a B.A. in psychology, Honors,
in 197 4, did his philosophy and then went to Kenya for two years of apostolic
experience. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained on June 20,
1982 at Haggardstown.
Assigned to Gambia in 1983, he served as chaplain at St. Augustine's
Secondary School in Banjul.
In 1991 he volunteered to join the teaching staff of St. Paul's Senior
Seminary, which had been evacuated to the Makeni diocese in Sierra Leone
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because of the civil war raging in Liberia. Unfortunately, the civil war spread to
Sierra Leone also and contingency plans were being made to move the seminary
again.
In 1994 he was back in Ireland and appointed to the vocations team with
residence at Templeogue College.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Donal J. MURRAY IRELAND GMB
* March 18, 1953 Clondalkin, Dublin
He had finished his secondary education and earned a B.Sc. in 1976 before
he applied for admission to the Congregation at Kilshane.

Professed on

September 8, 1977 he completed his philosophy studies at All Hallows and then
went to Ghana for two years of apostolic experience at the secondary school in
Nsuta-Ashanti. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on
June 12, 1983. He then did one year of Islamic studies in Rome.
In 1984 he went to his assignment in Gambia. We find him listed there at the
junior seminary and technical high school at Lamin, as director of the Gambia
Pastoral Institute in 1988 and in 1993 in the same capacity at Kanifing.
This institute plays a very important role for the Church in the country. It offers
full courses to the laity in twenty-six weeks of the year and, in addition, short weekend courses almost every week. Regular newsletters and a broadcasting studio
keep the people in touch with matters of practical concern for loving God in their
fellow human beings.
In 1994 he was appointed principal superior of the Spiritans working in
Gambia for a term of three years.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Newsletter CSSp Ireland April 1994
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Fr. Thomas M. MYLOD IRELAND SL GB
* August 24, 1955 Ballyfermot, Dublin
He completed his secondary schooling at Rockwell in 1975 and made his
vows on September 8, 1976 at Kilshane. After doing three years of philosophy, he
prefected for one year at St. James' Junior Seminary in Sunyani, Ghana. In his
final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on June 12, 1983.
The following year he went to Sierra Leone, but information about his work
there is lacking.
By 1988 he was back in Ireland and two years later took up parish ministry in
York.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Peter J. CONATY IRELAND GMB IRL
* December 12, 1953 Goatstown, Dublin
He did his secondary studies at Rockwell, 1966-74, and made his vows on
September 8, 1973 at Kilshane. After earning a B.A. in 1978, he had two years of
apostolic experience at Mombasa, Kenya.

He earned a B.D. in 1983 and was

ordained at Kimmage on June 12 of the same year. He then earned a M.Th. in
1984.
The same year he went to his assignment in Gambia, but details about his
ministry there are not available, except that he was listed as first assistant to the
district's superior.
After a sabbatical in the U.S.A., he was appointed director of the Spiritan
theologate at Kimmage in 1990.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Richard A. OLIN IRELAND GHA
* November 9, 1954 Terenure, Dublin
He did his secondary studies at Templeogue College, 1967-72, and made his
vows on September 8, 1973 at Kilshane. After doing his philosophy studies and
earning a B.A. in 1979, he had two years of apostolic experience at Bambes,
Senegal. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was ordained there on June
10, 1984.
The following year he was assigned to Ghana. We find him stationed there as
assistant at St. Theresa's parish, Berekum, in the Sunyami diocese in 1988 and as
director of the Spiritan pre-novitiate formation center at Bantama, near Kumasi,
from 1993 on.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Br. Thomas POKU GHANA GHA
*
1962 D. of Kumasi
Professed with temporary vows on September 8, 1986 at Biwm, Gambia, he
served at the Spiritan Brothers formation center at Kumasi. In 1988 he joined the
team of Dutch Brothers who were building the novitiate and house of philosophy at
Ejisu. He withdrew from the Congregation after the expiration of his vows.
B.G. passim; Newsletter CSSp, Generalate Nov. 1989
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Fr. Philip M. CROWE IRELAND GMB
* September 7, 1956 Sandymount, Dublin
After receiving his secondary schooling at Blackrock, 1970-74, he had earned
a B.B.S. (business studies) in 1978 and worked in his father's business for two
years when he applied for admission to the Congregation. Professed at Kimmage
on October 2, 1982, he completed his philosophy studies in 1983 and then went to
Ghana for two years of apostolic experience.

In his final year of theology at

Kimmage he was ordained there on June 12, 1988.
His first assignment as a priest sent him to Gambia in the same year. We find
him listed as assistant of St. Edward's parish at Bwiam. When in 1991 his pastor
Fr. Brendan Smyth went on leave, he succeeded him as pastor. His parish had a
congregation of over 2,000 faithful and catechumens and operated a primary and a
secondary technical school, while three School Sisters of Notre Dame provided the
needed social services. He was still working in Gambia in 1996.
Arch. CSSp Dublin; Questionnaire
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Fr. John B. KWOFIE GHANA GMB GNA
* April 26, 1958 Apowa, D. of Sekondi-Takoradi
He did his secondary schooling at St. Theresa's Junior Seminary in Elmina,
1971-79, and was professed on August 15, 1981 in the church of the Holy Spirit at
Bantama in the Kumasi diocese. After studying philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, he
had one year of apostolic experience at Holy Rosary parish, Suame, in the Kumasi
diocese. For theology he went to St. Paul's Seminary at Gbarnga, Liberia, where
he earned a B.A. in 1980. His ordination took place on July 23, 1988 at Holy Spirit
church in Bantama.
His first assignment after ordination sent him to Gambia, doing parish ministry
at St. George's, Basse, in the extreme east of the country, some 200 miles up river
from Banjul. Aside from regular parish duties, he built a church at the outstation in

366
Brikama Ba and completed another one at Bansang in 1990; in addition, he put up
nursery schools at Bansang, Brikama Ba and Dialokoto.
In 1995 he was chosen to become the first African-born superior of the West
African foundation and as such took up residence at Kumasi.
B.G. passim; Questionnaire
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Fr. Francis Wardy HAMMOND GHANA NGA
• July 13, 1957 Archd. of Cape Coast
After making his vows on August 15, 1981 at Bwiam, Gambia, he did his
senior seminary studies and was ordained on July 23, 1988 at Kumasi, Ghana.
He was then assigned to serve in the Yola diocese in Nigeria, where we find
him listed as in charge of the St. Joseph parish in 1993.
B.G. and E.P. passim; SNM 740
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Br. Nicolas HETTINGA NETHERLANDS GHA
• April 8, 1932 Borem, Archd. of Utrecht
Professed on September 8, 1951 at Baarle Nassau, Netherlands
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Br. Venantius (Harry) HERMANS NETHERLANDS GHA
• June 22, 1944 Nederweert, D. of Roermond
Professed on September 8, 1962 at Baarle Nassau, Netherlands
These two Brothers were a team of professional builders with many years of
experience behind them in various parts of Africa. They arrived in Ghana in August
1988 to begin the construction of a novitiate for the West African Foundation at
Ejisu, where they were assisted by Nigerian Br. Joseph Mbah and Ghanaian Br.
Thomas Poku, while Fr. Nonso Odiaka took care of the paper work.
The construction of the facilities, capable of serving twenty-five novices, went
so well that in August of the following year the new novitiate was ready for
occupancy.
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The Brothers then turned their attention to the construction of the buildings
needed to house the school of philosophy on the same property.
On December 15, 1990 the entire Spiritan formation complex at Ejisu was
ready for its solemn blessing by Bp. Peter Sarpong of Kumasi and its official
opening by Spiritan Superior General Fr. Pierre Haas. Some 500 people attended
the festive ceremonies.
Newsletter CSSp Generalate Nov. 1989; ditto Ireland Christmas, 1990
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Fr. John William BROWN IRELAND PNG GHA IRL USA KEN
* October 17, 1948 Kircubbin, Down
He had studied surveying at a school of technology until 1972 when he
entered the Congregation at Kilshane, where he made his vows on October 14,
1973. After doing his philosophy he went to Ghana for two years of experience at
Nsuta State Secondary School. In his final year of theology at Kimmage he was
ordained there on June 15, 1980.
His first assignment sent him to Papua New Guinea in the same year, but in
1985 he went to Ghana. Details are lacking about his work there.
By 1988 he was back in Ireland and served on the promotion team for three
years, at the end of which he went to the U.S.A., doing parish ministry in Florida.
His latest appointment placed him in Kenya.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Fr. Gabriel LUSENI SIERRA LEONE NGA GHA
* February 4, 1958 Bo
He received his secondary schooling at Bonthe and Njala, 1973-78, and
made his vows on September 8, 1984 at Banjul, Gambia. For his senior studies he
went to St. Paul's Seminary at Gbarnga, Liberia, where he earned a B.A. in 1983
and a B.D. in 1988. In between he had received one year of apostolic experience
at Gerihun in Sierra Leone. On July 15, 1988 he was ordained at Gerihun.
Assigned to Nigeria's Diocese of Yola, he ministered there as assistant pastor
until 1991.

He was then sent to the Gregorian University in Rome, where he

earned a licentiate in philosophy in 1993.
After serving for one year as assistant novice master of the West African
Foundation in Ejisu, he became dean of studies at its Institute of Philosophy at the
same location in 1994.
SNM 742; Questionnaire
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Fr. Nonso Aloysius ODIAKA NIGERIA NGA GHA
*
1947 Awkuzu, D. of Owerri
He made his commitment to the Congregation on September 25, 1972 at
Awomamma and in his final year of theology was ordained in 1976.
After serving a few years in the Port Harcourt diocese, Nigeria, he taught at
the Spiritan junior seminary at lhiala from 1979 on. In 1988 he went to Ghana to
take care of all the paperwor involved in the construction of the buildings housing
the novitiate and house of philosophy of the West African Foundation at Ejisu.
From 1993 on he was listed as manager of the large Spiritan farm at Okija,
which supplies food to the Spiritan houses of formation in Nigeria.
Arch. CSSp Nigeria; SNM 671
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Br. Joseph MBAH NIGERIA NGA GHA
* January 1, 1961 D. of Umuahia
He made his first vows on November 7, 1981 at Awomamma and his
perpetual vows ten years later. After serving some time at Attakwu, he went to
Ejisu, Ghana in 1988 as a member of the team of Brothers who were building the
novitiate and house of philosophy for the West African Foundation.
When this construction work was finished, he was sent to St. Joseph's Trade
School at Makurdi for special training.

Since then he has been working as director

of construction in his home province of Nigeria.
Arch. CSSp Nigeria; Newsletter CSSp Generalate Nov. 1989
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Fr. Fidelis FAERENGA NIGERIA SL
* April 22, 1958 Tombo, Sboko, D. of Makurdi
A member of the West African Foundation, he received his secondary
education at Makurdi and made his vows on August 15, 1981 at Bwiam, Gambia.
After dong his philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, he prefected for one year in the Yola
diocese, Nigeria, and then went for theology to St. Paul's Seminary at Gbarnga,
near Monrovia in Liberia. He earned a B.D. there and was ordained on July 15,
1989 at Makurdi.
He was then assigned to serve in Sierra Leone, where we find him in the
Kenema diocese as assistant to Fr. John Skinnader at Uganda Martyrs' church in
Koidu, Kono district. It was a parish of over 2,000 faithful with eleven primary and
one secondary school in which over one hundred teachers taught nearly 2,800
young scholars and Nigerian Sisters operated a health care program. The three
priests stationed there had their hands full giving religious instruction and attending
to other needs of the people.
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In particular, we may mention that Father erected church buildings and halls
at several locations, promoted the Justice and Peace movement and care for the
blind.
Following the invasion of Liberian troops and civil war in Sierra Leone in its
wake, he was also active in relief work for displaced people.
SNM 752 and Questionnaire
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Fr. Matthew AMOAKA-ATT AH GHANA GMB
• January 4, 1956 D. of Cape Coast
He entered the Congregation at the novitiate in Bwiam, Gambia, where he
made his vows on August 15, 1981, together with three others as the first professed
members of the West African Foundation.

In his final year of theology he was

ordained on December 12, 1988.
He then began his priestly ministry at St. George's parish, Basse in the
extreme east of Gambia, some 200 miles from the coast, with Fr. John Kwofie as his
companion.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Peter ESHUN-RHULE GHANA GHA
• August 4, 1955 Kumasi
He received his secondary education at Pope John's School in Koforidua in
the Accra diocese, 1973-78, and made his vows on September 8, 1982 at Bwiam,
Gambia. After doing philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, until 1984 he had one year of
apostolic experience in Ghana. In his final year of theology at St. Paul's Seminary
in Liberia, he earned a B.D. and was ordained on July 7, 1989 at Kumasi.
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His first assignment as a priest was to Corpus Christi parish in Kumasi. He
ministered there for six years.
In 1995 he was sent to the University of Fribourg to prepare himself for a
licentiate in philosophy.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Peter Kofi LAAST GHANA SL GHA
* April 5, 1957 Axim, Western Region, Ghana
He completed his secondary studies at St. Hubert's seminary in Kumasi in
1980 and made his vows on September 8, 1982 at Bwiam, Gambia. After studying
philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic experience in Kumasi.
In 1985 he went to St. Paul's Seminary in Liberia, where he earned a B.D. in 1989.
On July 15 of the same year he was ordained in Kumasi.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he ministered as assistant at Uganda Martyrs
parish in Koidu, Diocese of Kenema, for two years, visiting the villages in the area
and establishing small Christian communities.
In 1991 he became assistant novice master at the Spiritan novitiate in Ejisu.
Two years later he was sent to the U.S.A. for studies. After earning a M.A. at
Loyola University in Chicago in 1995, he moved to New York to earn a Master's
degree in education at Fordham University.
Questionnaire

476

We may mention here also Fr. Robert 0. KELLY, of the Province of Ireland,
who after working as a missionary in Kenya for most of his active life went to Sierra
Leone in 1990 and then, at the age of sixty-five, entered a Trappist monastery.

372
477

Br. Wilfred AGANGYA GHANA WAF
., November 5, 1964 Bolgatanga, Ghana
He made his vows on September 8, 1990 at Ejisu.

After attending the

Spiritan School of Philosophy at lsienu for some time, he opted for the
Brotherhood. While serving at Ejisu, he also attends the polytechnic institute in
Sunyani for advanced training.
B.G. no. 781, p. 371; Newsletter CSSp, WAF, March 1996
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Fr. John loravee ATOBA NIGER IA NGA
.,
1960 D. of Makurdi
A member of the West African Foundation, he made his vows on September
8, 1982 at Bwiam, Gambia. After doing his philosophical studies at lsienu, he had
a period of apostolic experience in Freetown, Sierra Leone, where he made his
perpetual vows in 1988.

For theology he went to St. Paul's Senior Seminary in

Monrovia, Liberia. On July 14, 1990 he was ordained at Wukari in Nigeria's Yola
diocese.
Assigned to work in the Makurdi district, he was listed in 1993 as assistant at
St. Mary's parish, Mapeo, a parish with a congregation of nearly 7,000, in the Yola
diocese.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Aaron APPIAH-GYAMFI GHANA GMB
., October 2, 1956 D. of Kumasi
He made his vows in the Congregation at the West African Foundation's
novitiate in Bwiam, Gambia, on September 8, 1984. In his final year of theology at
SIST, Attakwu, Nigeria, he was ordained on July 28, 1991, at New Tafo, Diocese of
Kumasi, Ghana.
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Assigned to Gambia, he was posted to St. George's parish at Basse, in the
extreme east of the country, as its pastor.
B.G. passim
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Dr. and Mrs. Eelko KRIJN NETHERLANDS SL
+ March 12, 1994 Panguma
They went to Sierra Leone with their one year old daughter Zita in 1991 to
help staff the newly reopened general hospital in Panguma. The political situation
was even then precarious because of incipient tribal warfare resulting from an
influx of Liberian defeated soldiers and civilian refugees. By the end of 1992 the
situation was so dangerous that the family decided to leave.
They returned, however, in February 1993 when the hospital was able to
operate at least for out-patients. Tribal warfare or rebellion continued, however,
and on March 12, 1994 Fr. Felim McAllister, who was in charge of the Penduma
mission thought it imperative to evacuate the hospital's expatriate medical
personnel.
An unarmed convoy of three cars left Panguma at 6:00 A.M., with the two
doctors and the Krijn family in the second car. They had barely gone a few yards
when soldiers, or at least men in military clothing, opened fire on the first two cars,
killing the whole Krijn family. They were posthumously awarded the Wateler Peace
Prize in Holland for their significant contribution to peace.
Newsletters CSSp, Ireland April 1994 and Generalate April 1995
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Fr. Marc Gerard WHELAN IRELAND GHA
* June 2, 1962 Dublin
He was educated at Blackrock, 1975-80, and made his vows on October 2,
1982 at Kimmage. After doing his philosophy studies he went to Gambia for two
years of apostolic experience. For his theological formation he studied at Kimmage
and in Paris. On September 23, 1990 he was ordained at Kimmage.
Assigned to the West African Foundation in 1991, he was posted to Holy
Spirit parish and its pre-novitiate formation center at Bantama in the Kumasi
diocese.
Arch. CSSp Dublin
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Dr. Anne GREENING NEW ZEALAND SL
This lay missionary was one of the two licensed physicians attached to the
general hospital in Panguma, Sierra Leone. She stayed on to help out-patients
even when the hospital had to close because tribal warfare in Liberia had spread
to neighboring Sierra Leone's South-Eastern Province.

It became necessary to

evacuate all personnel from Panguma on March 12, 1994. She and a Dutch doctor
with his family occupied the second car of an unarmed convoy of three vehicles
that at 6:00 A.M. set out from the hospital.
The convoy had barely gone a few yards when marauding soldiers opened
fire on it. Only the third car, carrying the Sisters, escaped unharmed. The second
care went out of control and ended upside down in a swamp. The other occupants
were dead, but she had survived. Crawling out, she hid some time in the bush and
then reached safety in Dodo, a village some four miles away.
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Fr. Francis Joojo OBU-MENDS GHANA GHA
* May 30, 1962 Saltpond, Archd. of Cape Coast
He received his secondary education at St. Theresa's Junior Seminary in
Elmina, 1976-83, before entering the Spiritan novitiate at Bwiam, Gambia.

He

made his vows on September 8, 1985 at Kanifing, Gambia. For his philosophical
studies he went to lsienu, Nigeria. He then had one year of apostolic experience at
Banjul, Gambia, before going to SIST (Spiritan International School of Theology) at
Attakwu, Nigeria, where he earned a M.A. from Duquesne University. On July 28,
1992 he was ordained at Bantama in Ghana.
His first assignment kept him in Ghana, doing pastoral ministry at St. Maurice
parish in Labadi, Diocese of Accra, until 1995. He was then sent to the University
of Fribourg to prepare himself for a licentiate in philosophy.
Questionnaire
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Fr. John OWUSU-ACHIAW GHANA NGA
*
1956 D. of Kumasi
He entered the novitiate of the West African Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia,
and made his vows on September 9, 1985. After doing his philosophy studies he
had one year of apostolic experience in Sierra Leone, 1987-88. In his final year of
theology he was ordained on July 25, 1992 at Bantama.
His first assignment as a priest sent him to the Makurdi district in Nigeria,
where he was posted to Sts. Peter and Paul parish in Aliade.
B.G. and E.P. passim; SNM 775
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Fr. Matthias Ashir IDYU NIGERIA SL
* May 12, 1960 D. of Makurdi
A member of the West African Foundation, he entered its novitiate at Bwiam,
Gambia, and made his vows on September 8, 1984. After doing his philosophy
studies he had a year of apostolic experience in Sierra Leone, 1987-88. In his final
year of theology he was ordained on July 18, 1992 at Aliade in the Makurdi
diocese.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he was posted as an assistant to Fr. Fidelis
Faerenga at Uganda Martyrs parish in Koidu, Diocese of Kenema.
In 1995 he was asked to take care of St. Kizito's parish in Panguma.

Its

pastor had been killed by marauding troops while attempting to evacuate the
medical personnel of its hospital.

Fr. Matthias' first attempt to reach Panguma

failed; he narrowly escaped with his life when he, too, was ambushed, but many
people died in that attack.

He had not yet succeeded in visiting Panguma in

January 1996.
B.G. and E.P. passim; Newsletter CSSp, WAF, March 1996; SNM 781
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Fr. George BOAKYE DANQUAH GHANA ML W
*
1958 D. of Kumasi
He entered the novitiate of the West African Foundation at Bwiam in 1984 and
made his vows on October 2, 1985. After doing his philosophical studies, he had
one year of apostolic experience in Ghana, 1987-88. In his final year of theology
he was ordained on July 25, 1992 at Bantama in the Kumasi diocese.
His first assignment as a priest sent him to Malawi, where we find him posted
as assistant to Holy Spirit parish in Ndirande, near Blantyre, in 1992.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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Fr. Francis TANDOH GHANA GMB
* August 20, 1961 Kumasi
He attended St. Hubert's Seminary in Kumasi, 197 4-80, and Ahamadya's
secondary school, 1982-83, before going to the Spiritan novitiate at Bwiam. On
September 8, 1985 he made his vows at Kanifing, Gambia.

After doing his

philosophical studies in Nigeria at lsienu, he had two years of apostolic experience
at Bantama in the Kumasi diocese of Ghana. In his final year of theology at SIST,
Attakwu, Nigeria, he was ordained on July 24, 1993 at Takoradi in the Secondi
diocese. Meanwhile he had also earned a B.A. in religious education from Sussex
College, London.
While continuing his studies for a M.A. in theology from the same school by
correspondence, he went to his assignment in Gambia and was posted to Cape St.
Mary as pastor of Star of the Sea parish for five months. In September 1994 he
became pastor of St. Charles Lwanga parish at Fajikunda, as well as vocations
and seminary director.

We may mention that he also started a prayer and

fundraising group, called Spiritan Friends, for the West African Foundation in
Kumasi.
Questionnaire
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Br. Constant TAGYANG GHANA WAF
*
D. ofWa
Professed on September 8, 1993 at Ejisu, he served in Ghana. In 1995 he
became a member of the formation committee for Brothers of the West African
Foundation.
B.G. no. 731, p. 373; Newsletter CSSp WAF, March 1996
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Fr. Francis Ato JACKSON-DONKOH GHANA GHA
* December 20, 1958 Takoradi, Ghana
He received his secondary education at Fijai secondary school in Secondi,
1973-78,

and entered the Congregation's novitiate in Gambia in 1985.

After

making his vows on September 8, 1986 at Bakau, Gambia, he studied philosophy
at lsienu, Nigeria, and then had one year of apostolic experience at St. Martin's in
Freetown, Sierra Leone. In his final year of theology at SIST in Attakwu, Nigeria,
he earned a M.A. from Duquesne University. On July 24, 1993 he was ordained at
Takoradi, Ghana.
He was then assigned to Corpus Christi parish at New Tafo, Diocese of
Kumasi, to serve as assistant in that parish.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Daniel OSEI YEBOAH GHANA SL
* February 16, 1959 Kwahu-Tafo, D. of Accra
He attended a secondary school at Koforidua in the Accra diocese, 1975-82,
before applying for admission to the Congregation. Going to Bwiam, Gambia, for
his novitiate, he made his vows on October 17, 1985 at Lamin.

After studying

philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic experience at Lamin,
Gambia. In his final year of theology at SIST, Attakwu, Nigeria, he was ordained on
July 25, 1992 at Bantama, Ghana.
Assigned to Sierra Leone, he arrived there in January 1993 and was posted
as assistant to St. Martin's parish in Freetown, a parish of over 2,000 faithful. Aside
from other regular ministry, he got involved in youth work and became assistant
chaplain for this kind of work in the Freetown and Bo archdiocese.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Emmanuel Octa AGUNDO NIGERIA MLW GHA
* September 19, 1962 Adikpo, Benue State
A member of the West African Foundation, he received his secondary
education at Christ the King College in his hometown, 1978-83. He did two years
of philosophy at St. Augustine's Senior Seminary at Jos and then entered the
Spiritan novitiate at Bwiam, Gambia, where he made his vows on September 8,
1986.
He then continued his studies at lsienu and had one year of apostolic
experience in Yakoko, Diocese of Yola.

In his final year of theology at SIST in

Nigeria he earned a M.A. from Duquesne University.

On July 19, 1992 he was

ordained at Aliade in the Makurdi diocese.
Assigned to Malawi in 1993, he served as assistant at Thumga's Immaculate
Conception parish until 1995.

He then became director of vocations and of

postulants of the West African Foundation at Bantama, Ghana.
Questionnaire; SNM 784
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Br. David KAKRABA-QUARSHIE GHANA
*
D. of Keta-Ho, Ghana
After making his vows on September 8, 1993 at Ejisu he was sent to
Sunyani's polytechnic school for advanced training.
B.G. no 731, p. 373; Newsletter CSSp, WAF, March 1996
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Fr. Peter Kai FOLLEH SIERRA LEONE GMB
* September 8, 1963 Turado, D. of Kenema
After completing his secondary education at Koindu, he entered the
Congregation at the West African Foundation's novitiate in Bwiam, Gambia and
made his vows on September 8, 1986 at Bakkau. After finishing his philosophy
studies at lsienu, Nigeria, he had a year of apostolic experience at Kenema. In his
final year of theology at SIST, Attakwu, Nigeria, he was ordained on November 4,
1994 at St. Martin's in Freetown.
His first assignment sent him back to Gambia.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Paul ANTWI BOASIAKO GHANA GMB
* December 17, 1955 Akrofuom, D. of Kumasi
He received his secondary education at Obuasi, 1978-83, and joined the
Congregation at Bwiam, Gambia, where he made his vows on September 8, 1986.
After doing his philosophy studies at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic
experience in the Makurdi district. In his final year of theology at SIST, Attakwu, he
was ordained on July 23, 1994 at New Tafo in the Kumasi diocese.
In the same year he went to his assignment in Gambia and was posted to St.
Edward's at Bwiam, doing parish ministry and being in charge of its schools.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Patrick ADJEI GHANA GHA
* July 31, 1962 Akrokerri, D. of Kumasi
He received his secondary education at Obuasi, 1977-84, and entered the
Congregation at the Spiritan novitiate in Bwiam, Gambia, in 1988.

After being

professed there on September 8, 1987, he studied philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria.
He then prefected for one year at St. Peter's High School at Lamin, Gambia. In his
final year of theology at SIST, Attakwu, Nigeria, he earned a M.A. from Duquesne
University and was ordained on July 23, 1994 in Kumasi, Ghana.
Having been assigned to the West African Foundation, he served for one year
as assistant novice master at Ejisu, Ghana, and then became assistant at Corpus
Christi parish in Kumasi.
Questionnaire
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Fr. Joseph Alexander OSEI GHANA NGA
*
1960 D. of Sunyani
A member of the West African Foundation, he made his vows on September
8, 1986 at Mbiam, Gambia, and did his senior seminary studies at lsienu and
Attakwu (SIST). He was ordained on July 7, 1994 at Kumasi.
His first assignment was to serve in the Makurdi diocese of Nigeria.
B.G. passim; SNM 803
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Fr. Andrew SOLEY GHANA
*
1952 D. of Accra

NGA

Belonging to the West African Foundation, he made his vowed commitment to
the Congregation on September 8, 1987 at Bwiam, Gambia. He then studied at the
Spiritan House of Philosophy at lsienu, followed by theology at SIST in Attakwu.
On July 7, 1994 he was ordained a priest at Kumasi, Ghana.
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His first assignment sent him to serve in Nigeria's Makurdi diocese.
B.G. passim; SNM 804
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Fr. Michael CONTEH SIERRA LEONE SL
*
1960 Archd. of Freetown and Bo
He entered the novitiate of the West African Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia,
and made his vows on September 8, 1986. After doing his philosophy at lsienu,
Nigeria, he had a period of apostolic experience. In his final year of theology at
SIST, Attakwu, Nigeria, he was ordained on November 4, 1994 at St. Martin's,
Freetown.
His first assignment as a priest sent him back to Sierra Leone.
B.G. passim

499

Fr. Joseph Ebow DADZIE GHANA GHA
* February 16, 1963 Cape Coast
He did his secondary schooling at St. Theresa's Minor Seminary in Elmina,
1979-84, and made his vows on September 8, 1988 at Bwiam, Gambia.

After

studying philosophy for two years at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic
experience in Gambia. In 1995, his final year of theology at SIST, he earned a
M.A. from Duquesne University.

On July 16, 1995 he was ordained a priest at

Cape Coast.
Assigned to the West African Foundation, he became vocations director at the
Spiritan pre-novitiate in Bantama while also serving as assistant at Holy Spirit
parish in the same locality.
Questionnaire

383
500

Fr. Moses DZEVER NIGERIA GHA
* August 16, 1964 D. of Makurdi
A member of the West African Foundation he received his secondary
schooling at Gboko, Nigeria, and made his vows on September 8, 1987 at Banjul,
Gambia. Following his philosophy studies at lsienu, he prefected for one year at
St. Gabriel's Secondary School in Makurdi.

Having earned a M.A. at SIST,

Attakwu, in theology, he was ordained on July 8, 1995 at Otukpo.
His first assignment placed him as assistant at St. Maurice parish in Accra,
Ghana.
Questionnaire; SNM 815

501

Fr. Dominic Aker ALI NIGERIA GHA
* October 22, 1966 lyiru-Orokam, D. of Makurdi
He did his secondary education at Orokam and was professed on September
8, 1987 at Bwiam, Gambia, as a member of the West African Foundation. He then
went to lsienu for philosophy, prefected at Lamin, Gambia and did theology at
SIST, earning a M.A. On July 8, 1995 he was ordained at Otukpo.
His first assignment sent him to Ghana as assistant novice master and bursar
at Ejisu.
Questionnaire; SNM 813

502

Fr. Hipploytus Kuusegmeh TENARD GHANA MLW
* January 23, 1958 Na-Ndom, D. of Wa
He attended a secondary school at Wa, 1975-81, and made his vows in the
Congregation on September 8, 1989 at the Spiritan novitiate in Ejisu.

After

completing his philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic
experience at Yola, Benue State. He then enrolled for theology at SIST, Attakwu,
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earning a M.A. from Duquesne University in 1995.

On July 29, 1995 he was

ordained at Hamile, Upper West, Ghana.
Having been destined for Malawi before his ordination, he took up a
temporary assignment to teach at Ejisu until he can leave for Malawi.
Questionnaire

503

Fr. John Baptist BAALABOORE GHANA
* December 10, 1962 Jirapa, D. of Wa
He received his secondary education at Nandom in his home diocese, 197785, and made his vows on September 8, 1989 at Ejisu. After doing his philosophy
at lsienu, Nigeria, he had one year of apostolic experience in Gambia.

For

theology he was sent to Kimmage, Ireland, where he earned a B.A. in 1995. On
July 1, 1996 he was ordained at Kumasi.

He then continued his studies at the

Gregorian University to earn a S.T.L.
Questionnaire

504

Fr. Augustine T.M. BAYOH SIERRA LEONE GHA
* November 27, 1966 Gerihun, Bo district
After his secondary education in his hometown, 1980-85, he made his vows
on September 8, 1989 at Bwiam, Gambia.

He did his philosophical studies at

lsienu, Nigeria, and then had one year of apostolic experience at Freetown.

In

1992 he was sent to Kimmage, Ireland, for theology and earned a B.A. in 1995.
After his ordination on July 9, 1996 at Bo, Sierra Leone, he continued his
studies for a M.A. to prepare himself for an assignment in the West African
Foundation.
Questionnaire
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505

Fr. William B. DAMAH GHANA GHA
• November 14, 1957 Takpo, D. of Wa
After doing his secondary studies at Wa, he made his vows on September 8,
1989 at Ejisu, Ghana. His senior seminary studies in Nigeria at lsienu and SIST
were interrupted by a year of apostolic experience in Holy Spirit parish at Kumasi.
In his final year of theology he earned a M.A. from Duquesne University and after
his ordination on July 1, 1996 at Kumasi, he went to work in the NavrongoBolgatonga diocese in Ghana.
B. G. and E.P. passim

506

Fr. Raphael ANNAN GHANA NGA
• March 29, 1960 D. of Kumasi
A member of the West African Foundation, he made his novitiate at Bwiam,
Gambia and was professed on September 8, 1988. After doing his philosophical
studies at lsienu, Nigeria, he devoted a year acquiring an apostolic experience at
Accra. He then studied theology a SI ST, Nigeria and was ordained on July 1, 1996
at Kumasi.
His first assignment was to the Makurdi district in Nigeria.
Questionnaire

507

Fr. John HELU GHANA ML W
•
1960 D. of Wa
He entered the novitiate of the West African Foundation at Bwiam, Gambia,
and made his vows on September 8, 1988. His senior seminary studies in Nigeria
at lsienu and SIST were interrupted by a year of apostolic experience. Ordained
on July 1, 1996 at Kumasi 1996, he received his assignment to Malawi.
B.G. and E.P. passim
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508

Fr. Kenneth KOUGHNA NIGERIA NGA
* November 3, 1967 Mbagwza, Benue
A member of WAF, he entered the Congregation at the novitiate in Bwiam,
Gambia, and was professed on September 8, 1988. For his senior seminary
studies he went to lsienu and S I S T in Nigeria with in between a year of apostolic
experience in Benue. Having earned a M.A. from Duquesne Univesity, he was
ordained on August 3, 1996 at Makurdi, and was assigned to serve in the Makurdi
district of Nigeria.
Questionnaire

509

Fr. Joseph OWUSU-BOAFO GHANA GMB
* July 28, 1963 Offinso-Mgase, D. of Kumasi
He made his novitiate at Bwiam, Gambia, and was professed on September
8, 1988, the last year of the West African Foundation's novitiate at that location
before it was transferred to Ejisu, Ghana. For his philosophy studies he attended
the Spiritan School at lsienu, Nigeria, and then had a year of apostolic experience
at Baase, Gambia. In his final year of theology at S IS T he earned a M.A. from
Duquesne University, was ordained a priest on July 1, 1996 at Kumasi, and
assigned to minister in Gambia.
Questionnaire

On August 1, 1996 the West African Foundation had 34 priests and a total of
99 professed members.
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By early 1996 even the Archdiocese of Freetown and Bo, which is least
affected by the civil war in Sierra Leone, had to close eleven of its twenty parishes;
they were no longer safe; their churches and houses looted or destroyed and much
of the population uprooted or in hiding.

In Liberia also civil war continued and

even its capital Monrovia was sacked.
A heavy turnout of people to vote for a new government and the election of a
civilian president in March 1996 raises hope that the worse may be over in Sierra
Leone.
Over 700,000 people have fled to Guinea (population seven million), where
relief agencies try to keep them alive. Some Spiritans are working among them.
The Congregation opened its first mission there from Sierra Leone at Boffa in 1877
and has been active in Guinea ever since.
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF NAMES WITH ENTRY NUMBER, YEAR OF ARRIVAL OR
START OF MINISTRY IN WEST AFRICA AND PLACE OF BIRTH:

N2..

!

Entry
.Qci.gln

495
388
491
213
175
501
111
473
477
7
506
494
479
478
11

1994
1971
1981
1993
1926
1908
1995
1888
1989
1990
1843
1996
1994
1991
1991
1843

Ghana
Italy
Nigeria
Nigeria
U.S.A.
Poland
Nigeria
Alsace
Ghana
Ghana
France
Ghana
Ghana
Ghana
Nigeria
France

503
88
240
183
1
315
173
57
504
327
297
234
171
194
148

1996
1879
1938
1911
1842
1961
1908
1868
1996
1964
1955
1936
1908
1913
1902

Ghana
France
Great Britain
Poland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Sierra Leone
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
France
Germany
France

-A-

ADJEI, Fr. Patrick
AGNOLI, Fr. Savino
AGUH, Fr. Philip Obinna
AGUNDO, Fr. Emmanuel Oota
AIKENS, Fr. John A.
ALACHNIEWICZ, Fr. Ladislaus
ALI, Fr. Dominic Akor
AMANN, Fr. Charles
AMOAKA-ATTAH, Fr. Matthew
AGANGYA, Br. Wilfred
Andre, Mr.
ANNAN, Fr. Raphael
ANTWI BOASIAKO, Fr. Paul
APPIAH-GY AMFI, Fr. Aaron
ATOBA, Fr. John loravee
AUDEBERT, Fr. M. Louis

442

-B BAALABOORE, Fr. John Baptist
BACKES, Fr. Eugene Louis
BANKS, Fr. John
BARANSKI, Fr. Paul
BARRON, Bp. Edward Winston
BARRY, Fr. Thomas Raymond
BAUMANN, Fr. Lurent
BAUMGARTNER, Fr. Etienne
BAYOH, Fr. Augustine T.M.
BEERE, Fr. Joseph J.
BEGG, Fr. Joseph
BENTHLEY,F�James
BERNARD, Br. Andre
BERNHARD, Br. Bertinus (Benedict)
BERNIER, Br. Gabriel (Charles)
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BESSIEUX, Bp. Jean Remi
BISCH, Fr. Prosper
BLANCHET, Fr. Jean Edouard
BOAKYE DANQUAH, Fr. George
BOUHET, Fr. Franc;ois
BOULANGER, Fr. Franc;ois lsale
BOURGET, Fr. Joseph
BOURZIEX, Fr. Pierre
BOYCE, Fr. Michael
BRACKEN, Fr. Thomas
BREEN, Br. M. Eunan (James)
BRENNAN, Br. Camillus (Seamus)
BRIDE, Br. M. Amand
BROSNAHAN, Abp. Thomas J.
BROWN, Fr. John William
BROWNE, Fr. James M.
BROWNE, Fr. James
BUCKLEY, Fr. Martin J.
BURG, Fr. Jerome
BUTLER, Fr. William
BUTLER, Br. Regis (Michael)
BYRNE, Fr. Michael
BYRNE, Bp. Joseph
BYRNES, Fr. James John

6
130
37
486
15
28
25
96
112
49
381
379
87
282
468
299
126
416
158
428
127
143
160
403

1843
1895
1854
1992
1843
1850
1850
1883
1888
1866
1971
1971
1879
1952
1988
1955
1893
1974
1905
1977
1894
1900
1905
1972

France
Alsace
France
Ghana
France
France
France
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland

365
41
417
453
244
255
289
338
347
237
47
32
445
288
457

1970
1855
1974
1982
1940
1944
1953
1967
1968
1937
1865
1851
1982
1953
1983

Ireland
France
Ireland
Great Britain
Grea Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
France
Nigeria
Ireland
Ireland

-CCAHILL, Fr. Michael J.
CAPELLIER, Br. Florentin
CAPLICE, Fr. Richard A
CARLING, Fr. James J.
CARRICK, Fr. Edward
CARROLL, Fr. Andrew
CASEY, Fr. Peter J.
CASEY, Fr. Michael A
CASHE, Br. M. Declan (Joseph)
CASSIN, Fr. John E.
CHAUVRIERE, Fr. Alphonse
CHEVALIER, Fr. Claude Denis
CHUKWULOBE, Fr. Matthew
CLEARY, Bp. Michael J.
CLEARY, Fr. William D.
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CLEARY, Fr. Patrick B.
CLERKIN, Fr. Thomas
COFFEY, Br. Brandon
COFFEY, Fr. Dominic
COLEMAN, Fr. James or Seamus J.
COLEMAN, Fr. John J.
COLLET, Br. Gildas
COMER, Fr. Peter Vincent
CONATY, Fr. PeterJ.
CONNOR, Fr. Thomas
CONTEH, Fr. Michael
CONWAY, Fr. Patrick F.
COOPER, Fr. John P.
CORBETT, Fr. Michael F.
CORRIGAN, Fr. Matthew
CORRY, Fr. James J.
COSGROVE, Fr. Philippe
COSTELLOE, Fr. William A.
COSTELLOE, Br. Malachy (Patrick)
COUGHLAN, Fr. Patrick J.
COURTNEY, Fr. Michael J.
COYLE, Fr. Thomas
CREAN, Br. Alban
CROISIER, Fr. Louis
CROMIEN, Fr. Thomas P.
CROWE, Fr. Philip M.
CURRAN, Fr. Joseph Roderick
CURRAN, Fr. Patrick V.
CURTIL, Fr. Joseph
CURTIN, Fr. Maurice

407
233
109
333
219
401
120
317
460
225
498
267
326
259
262
377
80
281
131
263
367
94
53
191
318
463
334
301
118
443

1973
1935
1887
1966
1929
1972
1892
1962
1984
1933
1994
1948
1964
1946
1947
1971
1877
1952
1895
1947
1970
1882
1867
1912
1962
1988
1966
1956
1891
1981

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Sierra Leone
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland

499
162
448
324
505
345
438
452
451

1995
1905
1982
1964
1996
1968
1980
1982
1982

Ghana
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ghana
Nigeria
Great Britain
Great Britain
Ireland

-DDADZIE, Fr. Joseph Ebow
DAGER, Fr. Edmond
DALY, Fr. Michael
DALY, Fr. James F.
DAMAH, Fr. William
DARA'TUEGWO, Fr. Benjamin
DAVOREN, Fr. Hugh J.
De WINTON, Fr. Basil
De Lt:IS, Fr. Sean (or John Lacey)
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DEERIN, Fr. Hugh
DEFRANCE, Br. Fulgence
DELPUECH, Fr. Jean Baptiste
DEL YVERT, Fr. Emile
DEMAISON, Fr. Louis
DEMPSEY, Fr. Killian C.
DESMARCHAIS, Br. Louis Fran9ois
DEVINS, Fr. Peter
DEVLIN, Br. Sabbas (Joseph)
DIEBOLD, Fr. Jean
DIOUF, Fr. Leopold
DI RINGER, Br. Vincent (Fran90is)
DOHERTY, Fr. Michael J.
DONNELLY, Fr. Terence A.
DOODY, Fr. Michael
DORAN, Fr. Bernard (Denis)
DORR, Fr. Declan F.
DOWLING, Fr. James
DREANO, Fr. Hilaire P.
DUBOIN, Bp. Franc;;ois Marie
DUBY, Fr. Martin
DUGGAN, Fr. James J.
DUNCAN, Fr. James F.
DUNNE, Fr. James W.
DURAND, Fr. Antoine
DURET, Bp. Jean Claude
DUXBURY, Fr. Robert
DWANE, Fr. William
DZEVER, Fr. Moses
D'ARCY, Fr. Brian
D'HY VRE, Fr. Joseph

227
170
56
176
150
366
21
251
180
164
83
155
356
421
226
359
418
189
31
33
27
340
449
349
26
24
258
268
500
275
60

1933
1908
1867
1909
1902
1970
1849
1943
1910
1906
1878
1904
1969
1975
1933
1970
1974
1911
1850
1851
1850
1968
1982
1968
1850
1850
1946
1948
1995
1950
1870

Great Britain
France
France
France
France
Ireland
France
Great Britain
Ireland
Alsace
Senegal
Alsace
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
France
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
France
Great Britain
Ireland
Nigeria
Ireland
France

5
371
350
363
44
114
474
152

1843
1970
1968
1970
1862
1890
1989
1903

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Ghana
France

-EEGAN, Mr. John
EGAN, Fr. Dermot P.
EGAN, Fr. Gerard P.
ELLISON, Fr. Robert P.
ENGEL, Fr. Leger
ERHARDT, Fr. Eugene Henri
ESHUN-RHULE, Fr. Peter
ESTIVAL, Br. Jean-Marie
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-FFAS�, Mr. Jean
FAERENGA, Fr. Fidelis
FAGAN, Fr. Hubert P.
FAL, Fr. Simon
FARRELL, Fr. Francis J.
FARRELL, Br. Gabriel (Francis)
FARRELLY, Fr. Matthew
FAY, Myles
FEGER, Fr. Andre
FILLIE, Fr. John M.
FINN, Fr. Thomas Dean
FITZGERALD, Fr. E. Norman
FITZGERALD, Fr. Mortimer
FITZPATRICK, Fr. William C.
FLAVIN, Fr. John P.
FLECK, Fr. Joseph
FLEMING, Fr. Seamus P.
FLOTTAT, Fr. Henri
FLYNN, Fr. Charles F.
FLYNN, Br. Edward
FLYNN, Fr. Michael J.
FLYNN, Fr. Bernard A
FOGARTY, Fr. John
FOGARTY, Br. Agathon (John)
FOLEY, Br. Christian
FOLLEH, Fr. Peter Kai
FORKIN, Fr. Dermot G.
FORTEMPS, Fr. Ludwig
FRAWLEY, Fr. Patrick
FRAWLEY, Fr. Michael J.
FRAWLEY, Fr. Martin Bernard
FRITSCH, Fr. Antoine
FUCHS, Fr. Leon

8
472
319
167
236
214
249
372
104
378
247
290
192
358
330
138
314
182
241
54
293
311
447
147
52
493
446
134
98
284
361
58
215

1843
1989
1962
1907
1937
1926
1943
1970
1886
1971
1940
1954
1912
1970
1965
1897
1961
1910
1939
1867
1954
1960
1982
1902
1867
1994
1982
1895
1884
1953
1970
1868
1926

France
Nigeria
Ireland
Senegal
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Sierra Leone
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Sierra Leone
Ireland
Germany
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace

360
201
30
307

1970
1919
1850
1959

Ireland
Alsace
France
Ireland

-G GALVIN, Fr. Patrick J.
GASCHY, Fr. Joseph
GAY, Br. Charles
GEOGHEGAN, Fr. Murtach Anthony
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GIGUE, Fr. Sebastian
GILLOOLY, Fr. Reginald
GILMORE, Fr. Michael W.
GILROY, Fr. John
GILROY, br. Albanus (John)
GLEESON, Fr. Joseph
GLYNN, Fr. Joseph P.
GOGAN, Fr. Gerard M.
GOMMENGINGER, Fr. Louis Charles
GOSSON, Fr. James
GOUGH, Fr. Joseph A.
GRAFF, Br. lnnozenz (Adolph)
GRASSER, Fr. Edouard
GREEN, Fr. Patrick F.
GREENING, Dr. Anne
GRIFFIN, Fr. Augustine G.
GRIMES, Fr. Edward
GRUNENWALD, Br. Hubert (Johann)
GUEGUIN, Fr. Gustave
GUERIN, Fr. Charles
GUYON, Br. Marie-Jules

103
279
248
253
141
102
430
376
67
245
397
195
193
254
482
303
435
86
179
106
42

1885
1952
1942
1943
1899
1885
1977
1971
1872
1940
1972
1914
1913
1943
1992
1956
1980
1879
1910
1886
1857

Africa
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Great Britain
New Zealand
Ireland
Ireland
Germany
France
France
France

79
206
243
465
99
238
91
402
357
323
72
149
264
71
156
135
507
295

1877
1922
1940
1988
1884
1937
1880
1972
1969
1963
1874
1902
1947
1873
1904
1895
1996
1954

Germany
Alsace
Angola
Ghana
Ireland
Great Britain
Alsace
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Germany
Germany
Ghana
Ireland

-HHAAS, Fr. Jakob
HAEGY, Fr. Aloyse
HAMELBERG, Fr. Edward
HAMMOND, Fr. Francis Wardy
HAREN, Br. Mary Colman
HARRISON, Fr. Joseph
HASSLER, Fr. Blaise
HASSON, Fr. Gerald
HAWES, Fr. Denis J.
HEALY, Fr. Austin P.
HEALY, Br. Sabinus
HEALY, Br. Osmond
HEARD, Fr. Harold
HEAVIN, Br. Juvenal
HEIDKAMP, Br. Theophil (Karl)
HEIZMANN, Fr. Matthaus
HELU, Fr. John
HENEHAN, Fr. Patrick J.
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HERMANS, Br. Venantius (Harry)
H ROUX, Fr. Andre
HETTINGA, Br. Nicolas
HICKEY, Fr. Michael
HIGGINS, Fr. William F.
HOGAN, Fr. John G.
HOGAN, Br. Tobias
HOLLAND, Fr. Patrick
HOLLY, Fr. Patrick J.
HORGAN, Fr. Joseph P.
HUBER, Fr. Jean Baptiste
HUGHES, Br. Mary-Jarlath

467
444
466
370
232
332
108
283
246
207
78
231

1988
1981
1988
1970
1934
1966
1887
1952
1942
1922
1876
1934

Netherlands
France
Netherlands
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland

485
169

1992
1908

Nigeria
Alsace

242
489
235
117
62
202

1940
1993
1936
1891
1870
1919

Great Britain
Ghana
Africa
France
Senegal
Ireland

492
59
298
368
132
339
342
261
140
4
218
198

1993
1869
1955
1970
1895
1967
1968
1947
1899
1843
1929
1915

Ghana
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland

-IIDYU, Fr. Matthias Ashir
IEHLEN, Fr. Jacques
-JJACKSON, Fr. Joseph
JACKSON-DONKOH, Fr. Francis Ato
JOBE, Fr. Thomas
JOGUET, Fr. Franc;ois G.
JOUGA, Fr. Guillaume
JOY, Fr. Denis
-KKAKRABA-QUARSHIE, Br. David
KAYSER, Fr. Johann
KEANE, Fr. Patrick J.
KEANE, Fr. Joseph P.
KEANE, Fr. William F.
KEARi NS, Fr. Peter A.
KEARNEY, Fr. T. Paschal
KEARNEY, Fr. Edward
KEATING, Br. M. Livinus (Thomas)
KEIL Y, Fr. James
KELLY, Bp. Ambrose
KELLY, Fr. Joseph B.
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KELLY, Fr. Robert 0.
KELLY, Fr. John
KENNEALLY, Fr. David
KENNY, Fr. Desmond J.
KENNY, Fr. Louis
KENNY, Fr. Anthony
KILGANNON, Fr. Patrick J.
KILGARRIF, Fr. Noel G.
KINGSTON, Fr. William
KINSELLA, Fr. Edward
KOBES, Bp. Aloyse
KOEBEL, Br. Victorien
KOEBERLE, Fr. Joseph
KOUGHNA, Fr. Kenneth
KRIJN, Dr. and Mrs. Eelko
KUNTZMANN, Fr. Edouard
KWOFIE, Fr. John B.

476
2
411
300
260
415
285
454
355
209
17
185
45
508
480
119
464

1990
1842
1974
1955
1947
1974
1953
1983
1969
1924
1848
1911
1862
1996
1994
1892
1988

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Nigeria
Netherlands
Alsace
Ghana

475
50
110
97
142
22
294
55
229
14
84
385
48
321
420
335
310
196
95
36
469
81

1989
1866
1888
1884
1900
1849
1954
1867
1934
1843
1878
1971
1866
1963
1975
1966
1959
1914
1883
1854
1988
1877

Ghana
Gambia
France
Germany
USA
France
Ireland
France
Great Britain
France
France
Ireland
Mauritius
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
France
Sierra Leone
Alsace

•L -

LAAST, Fr. Peter Kofi
LACOMBE, Fr. Jean
LACUT, Fr. Guillaume
LAENGST, Fr. Charles
LAFFERTY, Br. Philippus (James)
LAIR!=, Fr. Charles
LAMBE, Fr. Jeremiah F.
LAMOISE, Fr. Paul
LANG, Fr. Robert
LAVAL, Fr. Paul
LE DOT, Br. Alexis
LEAHY, Fr. Francis J.
LEBON, Br. Claver
LEECH, Fr. Gerald P.
LELHANE, Fr. Richard C.
LIDDANE, Fr. Patrick J.
LITTLE, Fr. John I.
LLOYD, Fr. David J.
LORBER, Fr. Louis Auguste
LUISET, Fr. Jean Claude
LUSENI, Fr. Gabriel
LUTZ, Fr. Joseph
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LYNCH, Fr. Jeremiah J.
LYNCH, Fr. Jude Tadgh
LYNCH, Fr. Florence F.
LYNCH, Fr. Daniel
LYNSKEY, Fr. John Henry

217
364
393
146
409

1928
1970
1972
1902
1974

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland

344
398
396
351
320
223
222
431
369
348
390
313
352

1968
1972
1972
1969
1963
1933
1932
1977
1970
1968
1971
1961
1969

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland

230
250
404
422
239
190
277
336
29
107
46
13
353
471
346
184
159
145

1934
1943
1973
1975
1938
1912
1951
1967
1850
1887
1863
1843
1969
1988
1968
1911
1905
1901

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
France
France
Ireland
France
Ireland
Nigeria
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace

-McMcALLISTER, Fr. Philip J. (or Felim)
McCARTHY, Fr. Michael F.
McCORMACK, Fr. John S.
McDERMOTT, Fr. Patrick J.
McDONAGH, Fr. John J.
McDONALD, Fr. John
McENNIS, Fr. Thomas
McEVOY, Fr. John F.
MCEVOY, Br. Raphael
McGEEVER, Fr. Patrick G.
McHUGH, Fr. John 0.
McMAHON, Fr. Brendan
McNAMARA, Fr. Walter P.

-M.
MACKAY, Fr. Michael C.
MADIGAN, Fr. Robert J.
MAGUIRE, Fr. Thomas J.
MAHER, Fr. Raymond F.
MALONEY, Bp. Michael
MARQUETTE, Fr. Leon
MARTIN, Fr. Francis A
MARTIN, Fr. Liam M.
MARTIN, Br. Armand
MASSART, Fr. Franc;ois
MATTHEWS, Br. Florintin
MAURICE, Fr. Louis Jean
MAWHINNEY, Br. M. Pascal
MBAH, Br. Joseph
MEADE, Fr. John J.
MEAGHER, Fr. Michael
MEEHAN, Fr. John
MEISTERNMANN, Fr. Paul Edouard
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MELLETT, Fr. James
MENDY, Fr. Joseph
MERTEL, Fr. Pierre
MEYER, Fr. Alois
MOLONEY, Fr. Henry F.
MOORE, Br. M. Liguori
MOORE, Fr. Patrick G.
MOREL-L YDREL, Fr. Claude Franc;;ois
MORIARTY, Fr. John J.
MORRISSEY, Fr. John P.
MORROW, Fr. James V.
MOSER, Br. Celien
MOYNIHAN, Fr. Noel J.
MULCAHY, Fr. Cornelius
MULHEARN, Br. Mel
MULLANE, Fr. Denis
MOLLER, Fr. Jean Hildephonse
MULLIN, Fr. John or Sean
MULLREADY, Fr. Daniel
MURPHY, Fr. Timothy Noel
MURPHY, Fr. James
MURPHY, Fr. Augustine P.
MURPHY, Fr. Matthias Finbarr
MURPHY, Fr. Michael Vincent
MURPHY, Fr Denis P.
MURRAY, Fr. Michael C.
MURRAY, Fr. Donal J.
MURTAGH, Fr. Brian
MYLOD, Fr. Thomas M.

272
210
129
89
413
64
287
19
425
269
383
124
433
200
137
212
75
399
77
412
165
374
391
375
296
406
458
394
459

1949
1924
1894
1879
1974
1870
1953
1849
1976
1948
1971
1893
1978
1917
1897
1926
1876
1972
1876
1974
1906
1971
1971
1971
1955
1973
1984
1972
1984

Ireland
Gambia
France
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland

302
115
400
441
292

1956
1891
1972
19481
1954

Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Great Britain
Ireland

-NNEWMAN, Fr. Peter R.
NOIRJEAN, Fr. Ch. Joseph
NOLAN, Fr. Peter P.
NOONAN, Fr. Herbert
NUGENT, Fr. John A
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OBU-MENDS, Fr. Francis Joojo
ODIAKA, Fr. Nonso Aloysius
OKONKWO, Fr. Francis
OLIN, Fr. Richard A
ONONUJU, Fr. Denis
OSEI, Fr. Joseph Alexander
OSEI, Fr. Daniel
OTT, Br. Jacques
OWENS, Mr. Peter J.
OWENS, Fr. James J.
OWUSU-ACHIAW, Fr. John
OWUSU-BOAFO, Fr. Joseph

-0-

483
470
328
461
331
496
490
101
456
304
484
509

1992
1988
1965
1985
1965
1994
1993
1885
1983
1956
1992
1996

Ghana
Nigeria
Nigeria
Ireland
Nigeria
Ghana
Ghana
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ghana
Ghana

432
419
265
113
306
199
384
276
362
410
205
305
325
154
280
434
252
266
286
291
322
271
203
373
228
257

1978
1974
1948
1890
1959
1916
1971
1950
1970
1974
1921
1957
1964
1903
1952
1979
1944
1948
1953
1954
1963
1949
1920
1970
1934
1945

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
U.S.A.
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland

-0' O'BOYLE, Fr. Anthony
O'BRIEN, Fr. Christopher T.
O'BYRNE, Fr. Thomas AC.
O'CARROLL, Fr. Thomas
O'CONNOR, Fr. Timothy J.
O'CONNOR, Fr. Michael A
O'CONNOR, Fr. Sean Joseph
O'CONNOR, Fr. Bryan
O'CONNOR, Fr. Patrick Joseph
O'DOHERTY, Fr. George F.
O'DONNELL, Fr. John J.
O'DWYER, Fr. Richard J.
O'FARRELL, Fr. Desmond J.
O'GORMAN, Sp. John
O'LAUGHLIN, Fr. Thomas J.
O'MAHONY, Fr. Brian A
O'QUIGLEY, Fr. Michael
O'REILLY, Fr. John L.
O'RIORDAN, Sp. John C.
O'SULLIVAN, Fr. Brendan P.
O'SULLIVAN, Fr. Liam M.
O'SULLIVAN Fr. Jeremiah P.
O'SULLIVAN, Fr. Daniel
O'SULLIVAN, Fr. John J.
O'SULLIVAN, Fr. Geoffrey
OTOOLE, Fr. Andrew J.
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-p PALMER, Fr. Patrick T.
PARKINSON, Fr. Henry
PELEGRIN, Fr. Gabriel
PETERS, Fr. James
PHILIPPE, Br. Alory
PINDAR, Mr. Denis
POKU, Br. Thomas
POTTIER, Fr.
PURCELL, Fr. Edmond James

-Q-

QUEALL Y, Fr. Peter
QUINN, Fr. Peter C.

427
220
204
414
151
3
462
39
354

1977
1930
1920
1974
1903
1842
1986
1856
1969

Ireland
Great Britain
Africa
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ghana
France
Ireland

337
424

1967
1976

Ireland
Ireland

316
92
166
312
9
34
139
168
82
278
163
65
85
76
439
436
123
93
18
69
10
23
161
405

1961
1881
1907
1960
1843
1852
1898
1907
1878
1951
1905
1872
1879
1876
1980
1980
1893
1882
1849
1873
1843
1850
1905
1973

Ireland
France
France
Ireland
France
Alsace
France
France
Alsace
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
France
Alsace
Mauritius
Ireland
Alsace
France
France
Alsace
France
France
Poland
Ireland

-RRAFTERY, Fr. Thomas F.
RAIMBAUL T, Fr. Jean Baptiste
RAYMOND, Fr. Pierre
REEDY, Fr. Patrick J.
REGNIER, Fr. M. J. Leopold de
REGNIER, Fr. Louis Maxime de
REMONT, Fr. Pierre
RENAULT, Fr. Ange
RENOUX, Fr. Fran9ois P.
REYNOLDS, Fr. Robert Finbar
RHINNE, Br. Fabien
RICHERT, Fr. Jacques
RIDET, Fr. Louis
RIEHL, Bp. Fran9ois Xavier
ROBILLARD, Fr. Joseph de
ROBINSON, Fr. Denis
ROHFRITSCH, Br. Martinien (Thibault)
ROLLE, Fr. Louis Albert
RONAC'H, Fr. Jean-Marie
ROTH, Fr. Francis
ROUSSEL, Fr. Louis
ROUSSET, Br. Antoine Joseph
RUDOLPH, Fr. Charles
RY AN, Fr. Patrick M.
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-SSAMBA, Fr.
SANTA MARIA, Fr.
SCHALZ, Fr. George J.
SCHEER, Fr. Aloyse
SCHMITT, Fr. Jacques
SCHNEIDER, Br. Oreste
SCHOENNAHL, Br. Ludan
SCHUSTER, Fr. Edmund G.
SCOTT, Fr. Edward J.
S�NE, Fr. Gabriel Antoine
SEXTON, Fr. Michael
SEY, Br. Gregoire
SHANLEY, Fr. Ciaran V.
SHARPE, Fr. John M.
SHEEHAN, Fr. Joseph D.
SHERIDAN, Br. Vincent (Liam)
SHIELDS, Fr. Lawrence
SIMON, Fr. John Constantine
SINNER, Fr. Franz Joseph
SKINNADER, Fr. John
SMITH, Fr. Terence A.
SMITHWICK, Fr. Michael S.
SMYTH, Fr. Brendan M.
SOLEY, Fr. Andrew
SONTAG, Fr. Antoine
SPEIS.SER, Fr. Frarn;ois
STAPLETON, Br. Benedict (James)
STARKEN, Fr. Brian F.
STEFFAN, Fr. Joseph
STOLL, Fr. Nicolas
SULLIVAN, Br. Mary Eugene
SUTTER, Fr. Martin Joseph
SWEENEY, Fr. Thomas

63
40
174
153
157
172
128
73
389
68
197
12
308
329
423
341
116
187
188
450
437
386
426
497
186
74
343
408
43
51
66
105
392

1873
1856
1908
1903
1905
1908
1894
1875
1971
1872
1915
1843
1959
1965
1976
1968
1891
1911
1911
1982
1980
1971
1977
1994
1911
1875
1968
1974
1858
1866
1872
1886
1971

Gambia
Senegal
U.S.A.
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Virgin Islands
Ireland
Senegal
Ireland
France
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
U.S.A.
Italy
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ghana
Alsace
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland

488
487
309
502

1993
1993
1959
1995

Ghana
Ghana
Ireland
Ghana

-TTAGY ANG, Br. Constant
TANDOH, Fr. Francis
TARMEY, Fr. Thomas A.
TENARD, Fr. Hippolytus Kuusegmeh
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THESSING, Fr. Henry J.
THIERSE, Br. Jean-Baptiste
THUET, Fr. Louis
TRAPPLE, Br. Paul de La Croix
TUOHY, Fr. Jeremy
TYRRELL, Br. Conleth (Patrick)

208
20
70
178
121
440

1923
1849
1873
1910
1892
1980

U.S.A.
Alsace
Alsace
Austria
Ireland
Ireland

177
38

1909
1857

Ireland
Alsace

429
387
274
395
136
125
61
273
122
16
221
35
90
455
380
481
382
256
216
133
224
181
100
144
270
211

1977
1971
1950
1972
1896
1893
1870
1949
1893
1848
1931
1852
1880
1983
1971
1991
1971
1945
1926
1895
1933
1910
1884
1901
1948
1925

Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Belgium
Great Britain
Alsace
Alsace
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Ireland
Great Britain
Alsace
Ireland
Alsace
Alsace
Alsace
Ireland
Alsace

-VVAUGHAN, Mr. Mortimer
VONGOEFFT, Mr. Philippe
-WWALKER, Fr. Breifne
WALSH, Fr. Patrick Joseph
WALSH, Fr. William A.
WALSH, Fr. Redmond
WALSH, Fr. John
WALSH, Br. Adelm (Patrick)
WALTER, Fr. Louis
WARD, Fr. James P.
WARD, Fr. Michael
WARLOP, Fr. Henry Theodore
WELCH, Fr. Francis
WELTY, Fr. Aloyse
WENGER, Fr. Antoine
WHELAN, Fr. Thomas R.
WHELAN, Br. Cathal (Patrick)
WHELAN, Fr. Marc Gerard
WHITE, Fr. Joseph J.
WHITE, Fr. James P.
WHITESIDE, Fr. Harold
WIEDER, Fr. Joseph
WILSON, Bp. Bartholemew
WINTZ, Fr. Edouard
WIRA, Fr. Jean
WOELFFEL, Fr. Joseph
WOULFE, Fr. Richard M.
WURTZ, Fr. Joseph
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